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TO 



^ 



JOSHUA DANCER, ESQ., 

SHINRONE, JBJlfO^S COUNTY. 



My Dear Sib, 

Allow me to dedicate to you these Vdumes, as a 
'flight tribute of esteem for your private <;Aaracter, and of 
gratitiidejbr the mamy favours which you have conferred upon 
^ne. . They relate principaOy to a country about which you are 
not whMy unvnterested ; cmd if in your moments qfleisurej 
you derive either information or amusement from thevr peruMt^ 
however they muy he received by tJie worldj I shall not 
regret the 4Arcumstance of having committed them to the 
^ press. 

-3 

p I am unconscious how Jar ^ or whether at oS, my sentiments^ 

on some important subjects discussed in the following pages, 
u may co-incide with yours ; hut I console myself with the reflect 

^ Hon, that, though you should he unable to subscribe to every 

"ti ^article in my poUticai creed, you wiU not on thai account think 

^ A 2 
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iess favourabhf of my sincerify/y or be less willing still to aUom 
w^ to rank mrumg the number of your frier^ 

With this convictian, on my mmd, permit me to assure you, 
that I am^ 

My Deab Sib, 

• Yofuars most respectfiUy and izffecfiona;telyi 

E. J. TALBOT. 



FikLiqipK-SauAEE, Lokdok, 
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PREFACE 



The following pages relate chiefly to a country 
which must be viewed, by the inhabitants of 
^reat Britain, with some degree of parental 
solicitude : Their object is to give a true descrip- 
tion of Upper Canada, to represent the vast 
importance of that portion of his Majesty's 
dependencies, and to demonstrate some of its 
capabilities as a grand field for coloniza- 
tion. When British territory is my subject, 
and the British Public my auditors, — if I 
may so express myself, — I hope I need make 
little apology for having allowed this work to 
pass through the press ; For, though I am fully 
conscious of my inability to do perfect justice to 
tjie country which I have attempted to describe, 
or to afford much amusement to a people whom 
I am desirous to inform, 1 feel assured that my 
well-intended endeavours will be regarded by 
the candid reader as affording some excuse for 
the absence of more shining qualities. To Ute- 

a3 
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Vi PREFACE. 

rary merit, I wish it to be distinctly understood, 
I make not the slightest pretensions. I am a 
plain man, unadorned with the graces of eru- 
dition, and accustomed to clothe my sentiments 
only in the simple garb <>f unafi^ted sincerity : 
And had some person of more competent acquire- 
ments entered on this task, . many hours of dili- 
gent inquiry and industrious research, which 
I have spent in collecting materials, would 
have been devoted to. other more profitable 
pursuits. But as this has not beai the case, I 
•hall perhaps obtain forgiveness for having per- 
jp3rmed that indifferently^ which no man has 
attempted to perform at all.* 

I^ however, I had not the vanity to imagine, 
— and perhaps it may be only an imagination, — 
that these voliunes contain as much useful in- 

♦ iTiere hare, I am aware, been several works recently pub- 
Hshed, : which giiAe Mtae account df Uiq>ef Canada; but they 
l^avebeen written by Tourists,, who have passed hastily through 
the country, and who have, in common wiih all rapid travellers, 
gleaned in theb flight a fewfiragments of information, which, 
dibugh somedmes correet, are much more ft^equently manife^ly 
enroneous. Ci^ptain Stuart, the only resident writer, in his ^' Eimi-* 
grant's Guide to Upper Canada," — a work which might be much 
more appropriately entitled the TUgrinCs Guide 1o the Celestial 
RegUmSi^^sM gtv^n sbkne honest abd valuable Infiiriiiation respects 
kig the country j;- but it contains such a Confused Hiedley of pole7 
miqal theology, whining cant, »ad complimentary bombast, that 
it would require as mudi • patience to travel through his' duo* 
deckno volume, as to make a pedestrian tour diroughUte whole 
of the Upper Province, 
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fiMimtioti respecthig that part of the Worlid to 
wfaid) they relate^ as is ngoally found in produc** 
tk>ns on i^inikr subjects^ I should certainly . 
never hains been induced to o£fer them to the 
acceptance of the public* 

To those who may be dispensed to ^apjdy to 
my style the severity of criticism^ I would beg 
leave to observe^ that^ if I had ev«i felt a dispo^ 
i^tkm to become a candidate fiir literary fame> 
my numarmis avocations would have precluded 
tfie possibility of bestowing such a portion of 
time on these pages^ as every literary man 
knows to be indispensabla to the accomplish* 
ttient of such an object. Compelled, as I have 
been, to employ almost ev6fry hour of my life 
in avcicatians, — which, though less congenial 
to me than ttK)Be of literature, ate necessarily 
of greater importartce, — I have had little leisure 
either for partaking of those intellectual ban^ 
quels .whi<A are provided in rich profusicwi by 
other writers, or of attempting to prepare for 
my own readers a more homely repast. Much, I 
think, will not be expected from me, when 
I acknowledge, that almost every sentence 
contained in these volumes was composed by 
the light of the midnight lamp, with a mind 
£(ometimes unhinged, and often enervated, from 
having been employed during the day in duties 
of parantouht cou^ideratioti; During a resl- 
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^^ FRBFACK 

denee of neiarly six years ia America, I cannot 
now call to recollection a single day which I had 
ah opportunity of devoting exclusively either to 
pleiEisure or tov study : And these circumstances^ 
united with the fact that the greater part of thi» 
work was vvritten before the author had attain[ed 
his twenty- third year, will constitute a; sufficient 
apology for the defects which it contains. 

In the succeeding Introduction, I have 
adverted to my native country, and to the 
motives for leaving it by which I and my 
friends were influenced: The reader will 
there find, that I am an Irishman ; and if, 
in the indulgence of a strong attachment to the 
land of my birth, I exhibit some of that warmth 
of feeling and expression by which all my coun- 
trymen are distinguished, I hope to be par- 
doned for such unstudied and incidental dis* 
plays of nationality, 

I kftow only of another circumstance to which 
I may be expected to allude in the form of brief 
apology ; and that js, to the recital of some 
Trans-atlantic conversations which occurred in 
my presence^ and which I considered to be 
highly characteristic of American morals. These 
details^ however^ it will be perceived,, have 
been given with as studious a regard to decency^ 
as th'te high claims of my duty to the PubJife 
would allotv. I could not reconcile k to my 
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PREFACt:. ix 

judgment, to suffer any man to rise itp from 
the perusal of this publication, Mdthout obtain- 
ing from it accurate intelligence (x)ncerning the 
rtate of society in Upper Canada : And, though 
a dcicided friend to the speedy colonization of 
that fertile and extensive tract of the New 
World, I raise my warning voice against the 
undue expectations which an emigrant may 
cherish V respecting ^^the artless simplicity, the 
innocent lives, and the unsophisticated maimers** 
of American settlers, among whom he^ intends 
to take up his future abode. To tell such an 
individual, *^ that he ia about to be introduced 
^^ to an earthly Paradise, in which persons of 
*^ both sexes are celebrated for their chaste con-* 
*^ verse and exemplary virtues/* — would be most 
egregiously to mislead. But when I offer him 
a few practical illustrations of Canadian moral- 
ity, and shew him the proximate causes of the 
grossness of manners and of the semi-barbarism^ 
which are much too prevalent,^ I guard the pro- 
posed settler against all misapprehensions on 
this subject, in a more effectual manner than by 
general remarks and distant cautions. 

In coimnunicating to the world the result of 
my observations on the Canadas, I have, accordr 
ing to modern uaage, adopted the epistolary 
forfn, .on. account of the facilities which it affords 
\6 such a writer as myself in the free expression 
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of his <^inions ; 9iftd chjidly because^ under the 
^gimiliar designation of a Correspondent^ I am 
enabled to introduce numerous reimuHks that 
mi^t appear too trivial, when deliv^ed in the 
imposing formality of didactic compositioiu The 
extracts from the Journal^ which I wrote during 
my excursion through the United States, I have 
presented to my readers in a consecutive and 
abridged narrative, that it might be complete 
by itself. 

I lie under no necessity to assure those who 
know my connections in life, as well as my prin* 
ciples, that my sentiments on several of tlie 
subjects discussed in these volumes, have been 
as maturely formed^ as they are honestly and 
fearlessly dedared ; and that many of them are 
at variance with those of some persons whom I 
highly respect. But how erroneous soevar these 
friends may deem certain views and conceptions 
which I entertain and have here published, it is 
a duty I owe to all other persons to aflSrm, that 
in no single instance have I enlisted wilful mis- 
representation or personal obloquy in support of 
my positions ; but have stated facts and reasoned 
upon them in a manner, which, I hope, the 
most scrupulous of my readers will consider to be 
at once fair and conscientious. 

E.A.T. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



If I may farm any opinion respecting the feelings 
of other men^ by the general inclination of my 
own, on subjects which may be supposed to have 
nearly a similar effect upon all, I think every 
recuier must evince a wish to know something oC 
the author whose works he ttiay have an opportu-^ 
nity of reading. It is, however, difficult to tender 
tbis information, without either incurring the impu* 
tation of egotism J or appearing sdlicitous^ to con- 
ceal something with which curiosity might wish to 
become acquainted. 

I make no pretensions to more of that " charity 
which thinketh no evil,'' than is inherent in the 
intelleciual pfirt of our species ; and yet I always 
feel disposed to put the most favourable construe-^ 
tion on the confessions of an author, who end^a* 
vours tio introduce hinuielf to his reader, with' a 
becoming diffidence. I enter on the perusal of his 
work with additional zest. His frankness, in speak- 
ing of himself and his connections, inclines me tQ 

v^L. I. . B ; 
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J INTRODUCTION. 

think favourably of his character; and, from the 
previous knowledge which I thus obtain of his pri- 
vate concerns, I feel far more interested in his fate, 
and in the varying sensations of pleasure and pain 
with which he is aflTected, — even if his style be not 
altogether unexceptionable, — than if I were read- 
ing the most elegant composition of an utter stran- 
ger, I have been accustomed from my boyhood 
to regard those unassuming, yet manly, ^explana- 
tions as a friendly shake of the hands between the 
writer and his reader ; and, after such an introduc- 
tion, I pass as pleasantly over his pages, as if in the 
company of an old acquaintance. 

This preliminary i^formation is still more neces- 
sary from any writer who assumes the character of 
a ^* Tourist,"— how slight soever may be his claims 
to that -appellation* Every man betrays a desire 
to become acquainted with the real motives that 
have indticed the wanderer to roam, and to give 
the world a history of his adventures, — of the ideas 
which have arisen in his mind on viewing particular 
objects,— or of the vivrd images which have been 
impressed on his memory by contemplating man 
tinder the influence of ** other laws and other climes^!' 
Reasoning thus, with all humility, from myself to 
others, I hav« resolved to prefix to these volumes 
a brief statement of the reetsons which first induced 
me and my connections to emigrate. 

Poverty, I conceive, is no crime. The greatest 
sages of antiquity have not been ashamed of allud- 
i«g to res angustas domi; and it would be a curious 
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INTRODUCTION.' ' 3 

instance of sentimental fastidiousness, or modish 
affectation, in one so far beneath the least of them^ 
were I to hesitate in the acknowledgment, that I 
becatne an exile, not as a matter of choice, but of 
necessity, — not with the view of realising a fortune 
in the trans-atlantic wildernesses, — but of escaping 
from penury and its consequent miseries, in the land 
of my nativity. 

My father, once possessed of a handsome compe- 
tency in the South of Ireland, found himself, about 
the conclusion of the late war, in such circum- 
stances as to preclude the possibility of his continu- 
ing in the country, without descending from 
that sphere of life in which he had been accus- 
tomed to move, to one, for the endurance of 
whose toils and difficulties he was, by his former 
habits, completely incapacitated. Being attached 
to a military life from his infancy, and having 
early entered into the Militia of his native county, 
— i^ which, however, he did not long remiain,— his 
sons very naturally manifested a strong predilec- 
tion for the army. Believing that he had interest 
sufficient to obtain commissions for us, as soon as 
we should attain to a proper age, he endeavoured, 
limited as his resources were, to give us such an 
education as would qualify us for a station in that 
school of honour, the British arm^, without dis- 
gracing our profession, or in any other manner 
placing insuperable barriers against our future pro 
motion. This hope alone served, for many years, 

b2 
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^ TO ^pcpuregememt to, him to buffet thp wa ye^ of 
a^t^^TBq fprtupe, till \ket cpalc( thus, proyicie, for i»y 
^r$)ithf r 9^ me* Bjut hia exp^Qtatio^$5 at the return 
Q^ P9»o?5 ^ere all blfu^t94> Almost eveyj? aYi^HiU^ 
^:hpnQiUrabl0 qompptition> in other professions, wan 
tt^?»L pr^TP0cupied ; and they won became still mpi:^ 
<jr9W4?45 Vben many young men, who were obliged: 
to retire from the service, sought out new 9o^rpQa^ 
of adv:a^gf»m^^jt;^ \f ith higher claims upon thc^t ponn- 
ify: for ijrfip^ Ijpf^pvr Sj?^eral pf th^m. haji fought, 
4^4 ble^x the^n.pould pVien be assuiped by the mp^t, 
csppe^ejtable. perspijij in private life. 

^^ooji^y i|nd ipw^ring: ^t that time werp th^ pro- 
ap^pt^.of o^r fnffiily* When my father perceived, 
^t tliie dppr^of militiiry preferment was, through 
^ipyitftblp circiimsjt^nces, plosed agaiqst his sons, — - 
4pd. th^t; scarcely a chance remained of our, sjLippe^li^ 
in pthe^ qwtr^ers^ pr of l?eing *blp to escape 



-r— The whips aqd scprns of time. 



The oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely. 

The pangs of despis'd love, the law's delay. 

The insolence of office, or the spurns . 

Tiiat .patient merit of the unworthy takes ;— . 

hp. directed? his aj^tention to emigration, aj$ the only 
meetnsiof providing for his numerous family, and 
of avoiding those painful feelings which must neces- 
«iirily arise in. the bre^t of a^y man, who, through 
the effects of youthful indiscretion or othpr disas^ 
^ers, cannot prevent his children from retrograding 
in the scale of society. 
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WtedteVferportiobbf pride liday ^tifer ihto lh» 
oo»positi6n of such wounded Uhhngni thfey witi irt 
least cdmrnand kympatiiy from those whoii^ keusi- 
Ulitira are kKve to the cotiditipn of tm aflfbbtioMt6 
parent^ doomed to spend tbd eveAihg of hid AayH, 
iA oomparative porertyj near ihe place of his birth, 
and eonti^ous to th^ Very possewions which Had 
for ages be^n the abode of his iBimily. 

l^onsands.of th^ linfortUnkte sons and daughters 
of Jrelakid were at this time contemplatihg a irembval 
to ihb United States of America. The popular piiet. 
judices^in fatour of settling there, were then in' 
thoir ftlU force; though miany bf them harfe sincfe- 
been dissipdted by the painful e^perienbe of miht' 
as too i-emdily believed tiie glowhig dbscriptionip. 
wbidh had been givtsmr^ blr deceived themsetres Wlifar 
unreasonable airtlcipiitions. The amazing variety 
and extent of territory in the Republic, — thfe aidple 
c5hbice of climatetmd sdil whiob it offers to agridUl- 
turisti(,-^theiuceesiful entefpriset>f thd first settlers, 
--^d the rising iiuportadc^ bf some t^ecerit astdUisH^'! 
ifiiehts,— ^all coni^pired to rbboinmend that portioaif 
of the Kiw World to the iiotice of adTeriturbrs.-. 
But there wai9 Another consid^trtibn/which, in itiji 
father's mind, preponderated over all these seduc^ 
ing advanta^s : Td bebdme the subject of a coun* 
try avowedly hostile to that in which his &mjl^y 
had, for many centuries, flourished in ihe sunsliine 
of British protectidn,— to separdte tiiftiiStelf for ever 
trottk British institoftiods bM Britidj lawkj— and Ui 
be compelled to teach his little children the political 
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8 ^ WTEODUCTION. 

creed of a Republic, for which he could himself 
never feel a sentiment of attachment, — were 
thoughts which neither he, nor such of his children 
as were capable of judging for themselves, could 
ever be induced to entertain* 

, These were the chief considerations which decided 
us in giving a preference to the unexplored wilds 
of Upper Canada, and made us neglect what was 
generally denominated " the Elysian scenery" of 
the United States. With this choice, — although 
originally made from political motives,— we have 
had no reason to be dissatisfied. On the contrary, 
after a trial of nearly six years, we felicitate our- 
selves on the determination to which we then 
came. But as the reasons of our self-gratulation 
will be fully developed in the subjoined narrative, 
it is unnecessary in this place to anticipate the 

subject. 

Our choice of country having been maturely 
formed, my father applied to Earl Bathurst, his 
Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonial De- 
partment, for a grant of land in the Canadas. This 
application was accompanied with the following 
letter from a highly respectable Irish nobleman : 

"BiRE Castle, SUt Dec.^ 1817. 

" Mx Lord, 

^' MrI Bjchard Talbot, who lives Jn 
this neighbourhood, and who has some intention 
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INTRODUCTION. 7 

of settling in Upper Canada, has requested from 
me a letter of recommendation to your Lordship: 

^* I have known Mr. Talbot, and all his family, 
for many years. They are all very loyal, worthy, 
and highly respectable people ; and, I am certain, 
they will always ilischarge, with th^ strictest fide- 
lity, any trust which his Majesty's Government 
may repose ifi him; and, I am confident, that he 
will be found by the Government of Caht«da, should 
he go there, a most zealous, attached, and active 
subject of his Majesty's, as he has always been in 
this country : And 1 beg leave to add, if you will 
permit me so to do, that any mark of attention, with 
which you may be pleased to honour him on this 
occasion, will be esteemed by me a, most particu- 
lar favour. 

'^ I have the honour to be, my Dear Lord, 
** Your very faithful and obedient Servant, 

(Signed) "ROSSE." 

« To Earl Bathursty'' <S-c, Src. 

In a short time the Earl of Rosse received, and 
forwarded to my father, the subjoined reply : 

" Downiftg'Street; July 21th, 1818. 

** My Dear Lord^ 

** I have had the honour of receiving your 
letter of the 29th ult., recommending to my favour- 
able consideration a memorial of Mr. Richard Tal- 
bot* I have only deferred the acknowledgment 
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S INTRODUCTION. 

of it BO long) in order that I might have it in roy 
power to communicate to your Lordship the extent 
of encouragement which his Majesty's Government 
wen prepared to give to persons desirous of receiv- 
ing grants of land in Canada. I cannot better 
explain their decision upon this pointy than by 
inclosing, for your information, a copy of the letter 
which I have directed to be addressed to all persons 
making similar applications, an4 which contains a 
full staten^ent of the conditions under Which alone 
extensive grants of land can be made to any indi- 
viduals. 

** I have the honour to be, my Deae Lord, 
" Your very faithful, humble Servant, 

(Signed) . « BATHURST.^ 

« To the Earl ofRosse.^ 

The following is the circular to which Earl 
Bathurst alludes : 

<< Colonial Department^ Dawnifig^Streetj 
" May 16, 1818. 

'' SiR, 

" I am directed by Lord Bathurst to 
acquaint you, in reply to your letter of the 29th of 
December^ 1817, that his Majesty's Government 
hiave eeaaed to give ai^y encouragement to indi- 
viduals deairQU9 of pf ooeeding^ as Settlers to Ub» 
Majesty's Cplonies abroad, beyond a grant of 
twenty-five acres of laAd> in the Colony whiclt 
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they may select, afid thai they arenwther to eipect 
a passage at the expdiice of GdVettiniettt, nor wiy 
assistance after their arrival in the Colony. - 
, ^' Lord Bathurst is, however, ready to receive 
proposals from any perf ons willing to undertake^ 
either in person or by their agents, the cultivation 
of larger grants of land, either at the Cape of Good 
Hope, or in the North American Provinces, under 
the following conditions : 

^^ Such grants will only be made to those who 
can engage to take out, and locate upon the land 
granted, ten settlers at the least ; and the quantity 
of land granted, in each case^ will be in the propor- 
tion of One Hundred acres for every settler pro- 
posed to be taken out* ' 

^^ In order to prtevent any evaswn of this con- 
dition, the person applying for a grant of land will 
be required to pay down a sum at the rate of Ten 
Pounds for every settler, which sum will be repaid 
to him, so soon after his arrival in the Colony a» 
the ^ttlers shall have been located upon the land 
assigned. 

"I am only further to acquaint you, that, in 
case of your being willing to imdertake the culti- 
vation of land under these conditions^ either at the 
' Cap iff Oood Hofpd, df ia North Aiherica, hhd in 
the rr^nt of yDui' pfopdual being &ppi*oV*d hy hi* 
Lordship, 4 grWi* will lb* Madte to f&d fwe 69 
expence ; and th^ n^tesshty toima^d Will he prb^ 
vided for the conveyance of yourself ot your age^s^ 
and the Settlers whom you may have engaged to 
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10 INTRODUCTION. 

accomp^y yoti. The expence of victualling the 
Settlers lyill be to be defrayed by yourself. 
«« I am, 

«SlE, 

" Your humble Servant, 

"HENRY GOULBURN-" 

My father at once acceded to the terms proposed 
in this document ; and, instead of procuring ten 
Settlers to accompany him, fifty-four families, con- 
sisting of nearly Two Hundred persons, presented 
themselves as candidates for emigration under his 
auspices. When he had made the requisite arrange- 
ments with this numerous party, — some of whom 
were respectable yeomen, and others, small farmers 
of loyal principles and fair characters, — he fulfilled 
the conditions of Earl Bathurst's letter, by paying 
down the specified deposit. 

Immediately after the completion of this part of 
the business, we received the following note from 
Mr. Goulburn, inclosing Lord Outburst's order to 
the Governor of Canada : 

«' Dozming^Street, 14^A Ma^y 18ia 

" Mr. Goulburn presents his compliments to 
Mr. Talbot, and transmits herewith Lord Bathurst's 
order to the Governor of Canada, to make the grant 
pf land in proportion to the number of Settlers 
who accompany him," 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION. H 

" Secretary of Staters Office^ Dawning^Street^ 
" 9nth May, 1818. 

« Sir, 

*^ Richard Talbot, Esquire, having engaged 
to take out to Canada the Settlers whose names 
are hereunto annexed, you are in the first instance 
to assign to him a grant of land, in the proper- 
tion of On^ Hundred acres for each male indi- 
vidual above the age of Seventeen years who may 
accompany him. And as the Settlers become located 
on the land i^igned to him, repay to him the 
sums affixed to their respective names ; drawing on 
my Under-Secretary for the amount. 

*^ I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) " BATHURST.^ 

" Sir John Cope SherbrooJcey 
" Gotoemor of Ccmada^ ^c. 

On receipt of these letters, which were tant- 
amount to marching orders for our busy band of 
settlers, we prepared for our immediate departure 
to the place of embarkation. 

As a particular account of the subsequent' pro- 
ceedings of the whole party will be found in these 
volumes, the preceding Introduction, will, it is 
hoped, be considered sufficiently copious. 
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AJTT MAX L17IKO MAT MAKS A llOOX WORTH itADlKG^ I# HC WILL 
BUT SET DOWN WITH TRUTH WHAT HE HAS SEEN OR HEARJD, — KO 
MATTER WHETHER THE BOOK IS WELL WRITTEN OR NOT. 

GRAY* 

REOIOXS MOilNTAlkbtrS AKD WILD, TBIVLT INHABITED AND ilTTis 
CULTIVATED, MAKE A GREAT PART 01* THE EARTH ; AND HE THAT 
HAS NEVER SEEN THEM, MUST LIVE UNACQUAINTED WITH MUCH 
O^ THE FACE OF NATURE, AND WtTH OSfE Ot TB)E tihREAT SCENES 
OF HUMAN EXISTENCE. 

SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D^ 
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IMCPARTURK «0»vaOY»--PKKUNjUS OK CONTCICFIiATINQ THU COUN-. 
TI^^ TlfRQUOH yrUlCH VE , Pi^SSEO— fTUB RSORBTa Ifl^ICH IT 
pCCASfpNED— -ARRIVAL OF THE, SHIP FOR OUR CpNVEYANCi;— « 
A^ DESCRIPTION OF. QBR-— THE ACCOM MODAl^IONS ---.EMBARKA- 
TION, &C4 

CoBx Harbour, June IStk, 1818. 

XkB i^^lfhx^X^d Lady MwgauhMJurtly observed, 
^tliafe tfcere htjb qartm Qmotiou* which, na elo-i 
*^ queucaccyi paint^9 which. goo4 a^nae shrinks from 
*f attempting, wd whioh^-rhowiaveap strongly «»-! 
^f caivcid hy th^/mindj^pouritrftyed by th^ fancy, or 
^f Mt by th0 hevtj-rb^oQTOet feeble and languid 
^^ through: the cpldueifts of detaiL'^ Never did I fwl 
so, forcibly the truth of Aim sentiment, as I do 
at this instant;; and nevjer u^tU now, weje the feel-, 
in^ofimy soul of th^t ac^te nature»»wJbdoh li^nguagd 
woujd in vain attempt to delineate, in all their 
force. and poigaancy> The thought ^separating 
myself /<?r ever from a. beloved: country^ from the 
companions of my youth andj the friends of my 
bosom, produces sucb {^i assemblage of conflictiijig 
sensatiqns. in, my mind, that,Tnwere it not for the 
noi^acmg hope of indep.enden<^e^J^yon4.thi(». Western 
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14 PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS 

Main, and the exhilarating idea of a constant inter- 
change of sentiment with those who may deem me 
worthy of their correspondence, — this feeble spirit, 
devoid of every other support, would, I fear, soon 
sink beneath the burden of its sad reflections. 

You had frequently endeavoured to persuade 
me, that, in the first moments of keen affliction, 
it is useless to contend with the overwhelming sor- 
rows of the heart ; but the juittness of this remark, 
I was, as you may recollect, always unwilling to 
admit. Now, however, I am satisfied, from painful 
experience, that, in such cases, we vainly look 
around us for sensible objects, which, though not 
sufficiently potent to eradieate our sorrows, may 
serve at least to divert them ; — that man, of himself, 
is more eminently *^ a creature of circumstances,^' 
than the wisest or the humblest of us is willing 
to allow ;*~that human nature is rightly said, on 
the highest possible authority, to inherit the pro- 
perty of looking too much at "the things which 
are seen," at those objects which urgently force 
themselves on the immediate attention of our 
spirits; — and that consequently, the more elevating 
and important considerations, of whose benign 
and salutary iippressions we are at other times sus- 
ceptible, are frequently, on these more trying 
occasions, eith^ totally forgotten, or allowed to 
exert their influence without effect. While enve- . 
loped in this mental gloom, we lose our relish for . 
the captivating scenery of nature, which, in its 
almost infinite variety of forms, is calculated to 
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PB£UMtNJf3^Y OBSERVATIONS. 15 

inspire delight : But her charms in vain present 
themselves to one, whose heart is ill at ease, and 
who is either lingering with mixed sensations of 
complacency and regret on the past, or is yielding 
the reins to his imagination in excursive anticipa- 
tions respecting the futurcr. These keen emotions 
have taught me, that if the first ebullitions of sor- 
row receive no sudden check, bat are permitted 
.to expend' their rage, they will, like the troubled 
waves of the ocean after a violent storm, gradually 
subside^ and imperceptibly qualify us for resuming 
our. former placidity, without losing the more 
soothing portion of our regrets. 

Sensible, however, that "while the mind con- 
" templates its own distress/ it is acted upon and 
** never acts, atid that, by indulging in this contem- 
*^ plation, it only becomes more unfit for action," 
— I shake off the lethargy that already begins to 
9teal upon my faculties* Lamenting no longer what 
is remediless, I will not seem desirous of exciting 
your sympathy by further sorrowful allusions to 
events now beyond human control ; but will pro- 
ceed to the fulfilment of my parting promise, and 
have only to request that you will kindly 

^ Accept wtate'er iEineas can afford. 

After bidding you perhaps an eternal adieu, on 
the morning of the 4th instant, 1 passed through 
the most romantic country imaginable ; but, noi^ 
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withsitandiiig the beaaty and magnifioenoe of the 
diversified landsoepei^ «itudded with beautiful seats 
mad eleigant rillaa, which contiiiually came within 
my* view, I sauntered along without deriving even 
& momentary gratification from the scene. I beheld 
all, perhaps too much in the spirit of a convict, 
(though devoid of the guilty portion of his corrod- 
ing feelings,) who is doomed to perpetual exile, 
and who, while sailing to a foreign land, looks with . 
a stupid indifference upon the shores of his native 
country, as they recede from his sight in majestic 
pride, and* with unpitying rapidity. I refle9ted 
that, in all human probability, I had beheld for the 
last tim^ the ^^ scenes of my childhood;" and the 
very thought of quitting my native land for a 
foreign soil, sickened pleasure in a manner which 
baffles expression. 

I said within myself, and my looks must have 
4ronveyed my sentiments to all around : ^^ Sublime 
^^ and picturesque assemblages, adieu ! The coidem-* 
^^ plation of the enchaj:iting scenery and superb 
'^ erections which you present, would formerly have 
^^ afforded me unmixed satisfaction ; but your proud- 
*^ est displays now serve only to add poignancy to 
*^ grief, and to aggravate those wounds which are 
^^ still rankling under recent inflictions. Never more 
>* will you produce a pleasing^ensation in my mind, 
^^ which will not be embittered with sleepless regret, 
^^ r— which will not be mingled with the gloom of 

retrospection, and the sigh of patriotism;" 
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EMBARKATION.^ 17, 

, Perhaps, you will call me an enthusiast ; but you . 
know. 

That when, by adversity frequent and deep. 

The bosom is sentenced to bleed ; 
We feel a sad pleasure, all lonely to weep. 

And love on our sorrows to feed. 

When we came to Cqve, we founds that the ves- 
sel which was appointed to convey us to America, 
had not arrived. We wei*e therefore compelled 
to take lodgings^ which, fortunately, we |>i^Qcured > 
at a moderate price, and in an agreeable part of 
the town, from which we had an extiensive view 
of the harbour and its various fortifications. 

In this place we remained upwards of a montb> 
before we heard of the arrival of the Brunswick. 
She is a very fine ship, And elegimtly fitted up 
for our accommddation. Her eabin-apartments 
consist of a large dining-room; two state-rooms^; 
in each of which are births^ for four persons ; and 
two ample bdd-chambers, with births for nearly 
twenty persons. The steerage contains about fprty 
births, each of which is ^apabl^ of accommodating 
si:i^ men^ or a proportionate number of Wdmen and 
children. The Brunswick is qf 641 tons burden^'^ 
and commanded by Captain Blake> an Englishman 
and an officer of great experience. - She has on 
board 160 tons of ballast, 16Q tons of ordnance-^ 
stores for the garrison of Quebec, and three months' 
provisions for my father's settlers. These provi-^ 

Vol. I C 
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sions are to be issued, only in th^ event of their own 
being exhausted by a tedious voyage, or through 
any other fortuitous occurrence. 

The cabin was intended solely for the reception 
of my father and his family; but as there are 
three other families of respectability to accompany 
us, — those of Mr. Geary, Mr. Hardy, and Mr. 
Burton, — we have allowed them to partake of the 
accommodations which it affords. 

Vesterday morning the settlers embarked ; and, 
about eight o'clock in the evening,^ the captain 
despatched A boat for the cabin-passengers, the ship 
having previously dropped down the river. While 
the boat approached towards the shore, we stood 
on the quay, twenty- four in number; and never 
surely did gha^stly countenances and downcast eyes 
better portray the feelings of the heart, than did 
those which we exhibited when the sailors called 
aloud for *^ the state passengers of the Brunswick !'* 
It was a fine calm evening; and the sun, — as if 
unwilling to witness our grief, or to expose us to 
the full gaze of impertinent curiosity,-— had just 
retired below the Western horizon. 

After handing the ladies and children into the 
boat, I stood for a few moments on the shore; 
and,, looking up towards heaven, . implored its 
Eternal King to pour down his choicest blessings 
on the care-worn inhabitants' of my native isle. 
" May dire necessity never more constrain a son 
^ of Erin to abandon her emerald shores !," was the. 
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last prayer which ascended from my lips on Irish 
ground ; and the most ardent desire of my heart 
was couched in that brief ejaculation. 

I was in the act of jumping into the boat> when 
I thought I heard a voice that was familiar to 
my ears, — but it proved to be one of those strong 
illusions of fancy, with which we are sometimes 
assailed, when our imaginations deceive our senses 
by depicting such things as we earnestly wish to 
see or hear. Only in our cooler moments can we 
philosophize on the theory of such pleasing yet 
evanescent deceptions ; but when the feelings are 
strongly excited, as mine were at that moment^ 
philosophic reflection has no scope for display. I 
looked around, therefore, with impassioned eager- 
ness, expecting to receive the parting benediction 
of some bosom friend, -ere I tore myself for ever 
from the land of my nativity. But this was more 
than I could have expected, had I employed but 
an instant in considering, that I had long before 
taken my last leave of you and of my most inti* 
mate friends, whom I prohibited from protracting 
my misery by a renewal of the parting scene at 
the moment of embarkation, of which, from its 
uncertainty and the great distance between us, you 
could not be duly apprised. Some of you, I might 
have thought, had disregarded this request, and 
had most opportunely arrived to impede my depar« 
ture; but,. alas! it was like a passing dream, and 
neither friend nor acquaintance appeared. Every 
face was strange^ all hearts Were light and glad, 

c2 
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aad every eye sparkled with pleasure : Indeed^ alt 
deemed, not only unconscidu^s of our feelings, but 
unconcerned for our fate. I had, however, ga^^d 
but a moinent, when a gentleman of prepossessing 
appearance and polite address came out from the 
prowd, as if he fancied himself invited by my 
inquiring looks, and with the warm pathos so 
{peculiar to an Irishman accosted me thus ; ^^ Sir^ 
^ are you about to bid a final farewell to your 
^^ native country, and to become, an exile in a 
^^ foreign land ?" These words, though uttered 
in the most fueling manner, pierced my soul, and 
al this, distant moment ihey vibtate on my ear. 
For- some tinie^ I felt unable to answer his kind 
enquiry; but, at length, I .faintly articulated an 
afilrmative. jie^ then viewed my countenance with 
much apparept sympathy, reached me his hand^ 
and Iremained silent. But his looks were far more 
eloquent than words; and, I am confident, if it 
liad not been through a fear of infringing the rules 
of politeness^ he would have instant)ly inquired into 
the circumstances which had driven me to adopt 
this apparently dreadful alterative : For as such 
It was undoubtedly considered by him, — who, in 
all likelihood, had never tasted the bitter cup of 
adversity, nor experienced thd diflBculty of con- 
tending with the many ills of capricious fortune, 
in a land where he that has once fallen a victim 
to her malign influence, can scarcely hope again 
to raise himself to his former eminence. Emigra^ 
tion^ however^ though viewed as ares^l but ttnavoid- 
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able* evii, did not present to me the sdme terrificr 
aspect, as it would to a man of affluence. For,- 
young though I am in yeara^ my path has long been 
strewed with sharp aiid entangling thorns ; and 1 
saw no possibility of regaining that independence 
for which I, and those connected with me, had 
long and ineffectually struggled in this distracted 
country. I need scarcely tell you, that I parted 
from this interesting young man with a sort of 
pleasing regret. His unsolicited and soothing atten-. 
tions were at that moment like those of an angel 
from the skies, commissioned to alleviate the suf- 
ferings, and administer to the necessities, of a mind 
that required more consolation and firmness than 
human aid could impart. His disinterested anxiety 
about my future prospects eased my oppressed 
spirit of a load, which the less affectionate con- 
dolence and enquiries of some among my older 
acquaintance had not been able to remove. 

We had some difficulty in stemming the tide, 
which, like an unceasing and impetuous torrent, 
opposed the progress of our boat ; but, about half- 
past itine^ w^ boarded the Brunswick, and sooi^ 
afterwards took those stations w^hich had been 
severally allotted to us for quarters durii^ th^ 
voyage. When the rest of the passengers ha4 
retired to rest, I walked upon the quarter-deck^ 
where I spent a silent solitary hour, alternately 
meditating on the land which I had quitted, an4 
the scenery by which I was then more immediately 
surrounded. A finer evening nev^r called ^jrth 

c3 ^ 
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the grateful praise of man. The heavens were illu*» 
mined with more than ordinary splendour ; not a 
breath of wind disturbed the smooth waters of 
the overflowing basin upon which we floated; 
not a sound was heard^ except the dashing of the 
breakers on the jutting rocks. Here I gave the 
fullest vent to my feelings and scope to my imagi- 
nation. Looking back on the days that are gone, 
I recalled to my mental view the friends whom 1 
. never may visit again ; and, if ever 

Remembrance woke with all her busy train^ 
To swell my heart and turn the past to pain^ 

it was while I reflected on my present situation 
and future hopes, and compared the moderate 
expectations in which I now indulge, with the 
more sanguine views which I formerly enter- 
tained, 

When, blest by visionary thoughts, that stray 
To count the joys of fortune's better day. 

I cannot recollect ever having been more for- 
cibly impressed, than at that hour, with the truth 
of this inspired assertion — ^^ man is born to trouble 
BB the sparks fly upward ;*' and on no previous 
occasion did I so clearly perceive the necessity 
of having my affections elevated above the variable 
scenes of this transitory life, to those " unchange- 
able realities which lie beyond the grave,'' and to 
that peaceful abode of eternal felicity " where the 
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wicked ceas^ from troubling and tl^e wet^rif are ai 
restr'* Compelled^ as I have already observed, to 
Relinquish the companions of my youth, the friend? 
of my bosom, and the land of my nativity, at a 
period in life when every hope is ardent, and every 
disappointment, therefore, the more keenly felt, I 
could not direct my attention to any thing on 
earth, the consideration of which would afford a 
moment's cessation from the melancholy that 
depressed my spirits andjenei'vated all my faculties. 
But a sight of the splendid heavens, and of the 
immense expanse of waters before me, like the 
other grand objects in creation, gradually produced 
a degree of calm in my agitated bosom. I began 
to recount some of the advantages of which I 
was still possessed ; and, no longer contrasting my 
present and former condition together, my thoughts 
reverted to numbers of my worthy countrymen, 
whom I knew, by personal observation, to be in 
more distressing circumstances than those in which 
I was placed. Pursuing with some rapidity this 
consideration to its legitimate results, I soon became 
reconciled to the appointments of Divine Provi- 
dence, and dwelt with complacency on the numerous 
blessings which I yet enjoyed. — Yes, my friend, 
the same Beneficent and All- wise Being, who has 
given his creatures the greatest exemplification of 
his Loving-kindness in the Inspired Volume, has 
afforded other lessons of his Goodness, which, 
though inferior to those contained in the Sacred 
Records, may yet be read with advantage at all 
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thnei; and neatly in every situation: The grand 
volume of Nature presents us with proofs of the 
Divine Philanthropy, written in golden characters ; 
and it is only when we pass them by 

^With brute unconscious gaze, 

that they cease to have such a soothing effect upon 
our spirits, as a contemplation of them was intended 
to produce. 

Overcome at length with fatigue, and with the 
constant operation of these conflicting reflections^ 
I retired to my birth, and was speedily rocked to 
sleep by the gently undulating motion of the vessel. 
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EMBARKATION— SEA-SICKNESS —UNPLEASANT XVEATMER — MEATrf 
OF VARIOUS CHILDREN— ARRIVAL ON THE GREAT FISHING«BANtf 
— ^VIEW OF THE AMERICAN CONTINENT — ANTICOSTA ISLANR 
— -pDELIOHTFUL appearance op THE ST* LAWRENCE AND ITfl 
NUMEROUS ISLANDS— -BIRD ISLES— GREEN ISLAND«— INTEREST- 
ING MANNERS OF ONE OF THE FEMALE ABORIGINES— ISLAND 
OF ORLEANS — HOSPITABLE RECEPTION ON IT— INFERIORITY OF 
THE SOIL AND UNPROMISING ASPECT OF THE CORN-CROPS <^-^ 
DGLIGHTFUL VIEWS FROM THE ENTRANCE OF THE BASIN ATf 
. OUEBEC— 'FALLS OF MONTMORBNCI — POINT LEVI— ARRIVAL Aip 
QUEBEC — TIN-COVERED HOUSES— VISIT TO THE CITY— DIVER- 
SITY OF LANGUAGE AND COSTUME— COMPANY AND ENTERTAIN- 
MENtS AT AN HOTEL^ &C. 

On the 13th of June, about eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, we sailed out of Cork Harbour, and, 
in a short time, found ourselves upon the wide 
Atlantic, the ^^ sport of surging waves and blus- 
tering billows." Scarcely had we time to cast " a 
longing, lingering look" at the South Western 
coast of Ireland, before it vanished from our sight 
and was lost in the immensity of the ocean. 

In less than an hour after we weighed anchor, 
ail the passengers became afflicted, as if by some 
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Circean enchantment, with that nauseous and ever- 
dreaded disorder, which is, I believe, the inevi- 
table lot of nearly every one who becomes for the 
first time a sea-faring adventurer. We were dis- 
tressed almost a fortnight with this unpleasant 
sickness: during which time, not a few of the most 
zealous advocates of emigration wished most heart- 
ily, that they had never quitted their peaceful 
cottages, to encounter all the dangers and diflS- 
culties of a long voyage, and that they had not 
indulged in the glowing anticipation of future golden 
harvests, prior to which the privations to be endured 
were completely overlooked. 

The nausea renders those who are under its influ- 
ence exceedingly irritable. If a modern poet had to 
sing the daring adventures of the agricultural heroes 
who plough s6 great a portion of the foaming main, 
— that they may afterwards have an opportunity of 
ploughing a little patch of this fertile continent, — 
in the spirit of refinement which characterizes the 
present age he would omit all mention of this dis- 
order and its unpleasant concomitants. But had the 
task been committed to father Hom^r, he would 
have executed it in a charming manner ; and would 
have conveyed to his readers, in a few bold expres- 
sions, nearly as just a description of sea-sick scenery, 
as the celebrated caricaturist Cruikshanks has 
represented to spectators, in his humorous print 
of A Trip to Margate. This disorder seems for a 
season to dissolve all " the^ tender charities of 
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life;" and you would have b^u mu&hi ami|3ed> 
could you have heard wives reproaching their 
hudbands^ husbands their wives^ children their 
parents, and parents their children, — all, like 
good father Adam, desirous of throwing off Ihe 
sin from their own shoulders. Their awkward 
endeavours to exculpate themselves would have 
made even *^ thick-lipped musing Melancholy 
gather up her face into a smile.'^ After the lapse 
of a fortnight, however, the whole party was in 
a state of convalescence, and- many were restored 
to as perfect health as they had previously enjoyed. 

Tiie weather, for the first eight or ten days of 
our voyage, was so extremely unpleasant, and the 
winds so very unfavourable that^we made but little 
progress. After that time, the weather became 
milder and more agreeable; but the wind con- 
tinued to blow from the West and North West, 
during the whole of our passage. 

On the 27th of July, we anchored before the 
city of Quebec, after a voyage of 43 days and a 
halfb During this short period^ twelve of our 
party were consigned to a watery grave ; and we 
interred as many more in different islands of the 
St. Lawrence* All of them were children under 
fourteen years of age ; children who, a few days 
be/ore this sudden change, were cheerful and 
healthy, the hope and the delight of their pai*ents. 
But though these bereavements are most painful to 
the individuals concerned, yet to the eye of an 
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enlig'htened reflection liow enviable appears tBe 
lot of the innocents who ure thus suddenly removed 
in their childhood or infancy! Through the merits 
of Him, who, in the days of his flesh, said, " Suffer 
little children to come unto me, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven," they become entitled to a 
heavenly inheritance, without a previous and long 
endumuce of human ills. — They have gone to ano- 
ther and a better state of being ; have exchanged 
a life which is short and uncertain, for one which 
is eternal and unchangeable. They have embarked 
for a world, in which they will not be called to 
participate in calamities, or to mar their own hap- 
piness, and that of others^ by the commission of 
crimes, but are ^^as the angels of God, whahigh 
in glory dwell." I must confess, that while paying 
the last sad and solemn rites of our holy religion 
to the mortal remains of these little ones, I Jbav^ 
often been ready to exclaim with the inimitable 
Hervey, ^' Highly-favoured probationers ! Scarce 
^f launched on tlie troubled waters of life, ere you 
^^ have reached the haven of never-ending restf 

Nothing of any particular importance, except 
th^ deaths which I have now enumerated, occurred, 
from the first to the thirtieth day of our voyage; 
when vfe struck soundings on ihs iGreat Fishing 
Bank. The next day we got in sight of the Island 
of Newfoundland, which was the only spot of terra 
:fi)yma we had seen for more than a month. In tt 
few. days afterwards we observed the American 
Continent, which at first appeared to be only an 
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hnmeaise colnbination of dark cloiidsy rc^tjuiig^ on 
the bosom of the oeean. But as we approetcbed 
nearer^ and wer6 able to dbtinguish the lofty moun-» 
tains^ the majestic forests^ and ^the mlYer-surr 
faced streams'' issuing forth in all directions with 
unabating impetuosity, and mingling their fredi 
and tributary waters with the vast collecticHi of 
their common parent " the briny deep," all the 
powers of my Qiind became enraptured ; and with 
pleasurable emotions, till then unknown, I viewed 
the interesting objects with which I was sur- 
rounded. This far-famed' land, — the asylum alike 
of friendless poverty and enterprising wealth,— 
the reputed nurse of liberty,— ^the patron of arts, 
science, and literature,— the genial soil of piety, 
philosophy, and peace, — the enemy of oppression, 
•—the mother of equality,— and , the seat of inde- 
pendence, — was then the object of my immediate 
contemplation ; and never did any man, of whom 
it might be said 

; Fair Science smiled not on bis humble birth^ 

derive more real delight, than I did, from the 
indulgence of such a train of ideas, as were pre- 
sented to my mind on this occasion. 

A few days after entering the Gulph of St. 
Lawrence, we were enveloped in one of those per- 
plexing fogs which so frequently prove fatal to 
vessels sailing up and down this mighty river. For 
almost two days, w© were unable to distinguish 
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land in )any direction ; and, having no pilot on 
board, we found it impossible to ascertain the pro- 
per channel. There was not a breath of wind, and 
the ship wai allowed to drift up and down, as the 
tide alternately ebbed and flowed. While in this 
perilous situation we fired several guns, as signals 
for a pilot ; but without effect. His Majesty's fri- 
gate, the Iphigenia, with his Gi'ace the Duke of 
Richmond and Sir Peregrine Mainland on board, 
which was a little way a-head of us, also discharged 
some heavy guns for the same purpose ; but with 
no better effect. We had no idea that we were 
in any imminent danger, until the fog withdraw ; 
when we discovered, to our great surprise and 
alarin^ that we were drifting clo^e to the perilous 
Island of Antioosta, on the shores of which many a 
brave tar has concluded the voyage of life. .This 
unpropitious island, although 125 miles long and 
28 miles broad, has not, in its whole extent, a bay 
or harbour sufficiently safe to afford shelter for a 
single sail. It is situate in 49 deg. 40 min. North 
Latitude, and between 62^ and 64 degrees West 
Longitude ; and is entirely uncultivated and almost 
destitute of inhabitants. Several attempts have 
been made to cultivate the soil in various pai-ts 
of it; but all of them have hitherto proved 
fruitless and ineffectual. Government has erected 
two buildings on the island, one at each extremity : 
In these, two fapailies are stationed during the^ 
summer months, and furnished with an abundant 
supply of provisions, which are always freely diM^ 
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tributed to such persons as may be castaway upon 
the island, and have the misfortune to require these 
supplies. Boards are also placed in different points 
of the coast, inscribed with directions to those 
Houses of Mercy. 

In sailing up this magnificent river, the eye U 
constantly relieved by the most delightful and ever- 
varying little Islands, which are covered, with treejl 
and shrubs of every form and hue ; and which, 
— with the innumerable farm-houses on each side 
of the river, and the lofty mountains "crested with 
trees'' whose cloud-exploring tops terminate the 
view,— form *a picture of nature, at once reviving 
and romantic. But of all those islands with which 
this great estuary of waters is decorated, the Bird 
Isles, situate in the Gulf, are the most remarkable 
and curious. Strictly speaking, they are nothing 
more than two large rocks, elevated to an immense 
height above the river, the circumference of whose 
summits scarcely amounts to 150 perches. In tke 
numerous cavities of these rocks, millions of birds 
annually build their nests and produce their young. 
Pilots, and sportsmen from the neighbouring set- 
tlements, frequently disturb them in this barren 
retreat ; and, by climbing sometimes to the highest 
eminences, rob them of their eggs, which the pilots 
carry to market at Quebec, and vend at as high 
a price as is usually obtained for the eggs of 
domestic fowls. The rocks appear at a di^ande 
to be clothed in white, on account of the prodigious 
quantity of ordure and feathers with, which they 
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^re covered; and the birds, when' compdled to, 
take wing, completely obscure^ the water, over 
which they fly, with the shadow of their numbers* 
r Th© island of Bonaventure is also frequented 
by an astonishing assemblage of Gannets or Soland 
Geese, wliich daring summer abandon the Southern 
cauntries, and take up their abode in this island, 
where they bring forth their young ; and, after 
that object has been effected, they instinctively 
migrate again to a more Southerly climate. These 
birds are said to be very fierce, during the time 
of incubation, and to possess incredible strength. 
They never shrink from attacking their despoil- 
0rs ; and the severe incision inflicted by their bite, 
which is generally directed to the eye, frequently 
compels their assailants to retreat with wounds of 
no inconsiderable magnitude. 
. The shores on each side of the Gulph of St. Law- 
rence exhibit a most striking picture, and fully 
realise to the beholder the many descriptions given 
us by poets and novelists. Lofty mountains, covered 
with stunted trees, are intersected by numerous 
and foaming cataracts, which tumble over pendent 
rocks and over-hanging banks, until they rush into 
the mighty ocean. Perhaps no country on earth 
exhibits a more wild and repulsive, aspect," or affords 
greater sources of enjoyment to the lovers of ter-t. 
rifle scfenery. A large portion of it is almost 
unknown to civilised man, and is chiefly frequented 
by the ferocious beasts of the vast wilderness, and by 
their equally indomitable hunters. Its appearance 
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is most uninviting, and awakens in the mind few 
feelings, except such as are the most unpleasurable 
and repugnant. Unfruitful soil, frowning rocks, 
stunted trees, and roaring cataracts, are the most 
prominent and engaging features which it offers 
for attraction. 

As we remained twelve days in the river, I had 
frequent opportunities of going ashore in various 
plcuses. On Green Island, I saw, for the first 
time, one of the aborigines of the country: She 
was a female, and her covering was a large brown 
cloth shawl, thrown rather carelessly over her 
shoulders and reaching down to the knee. Her 
legs were loosely bandaged with cloth of a simi- 
lar colour. Her feet were bare ; but she appear- 
ed to tread the ground as if unaccustomed to 
walk without shoes or moccassins. Her skin was 
an exact copper colour; and her hair, which 
almost touched the ground, was black as the 
moonless midnight. Her countenance was mild, 
placid, and unassuming. Her accent was not 
disagreeable, nor was there any thing particu- 
larly coarse or unpolished in her manners. .On the 
whole, I think she exhibited as much of culti- 
vation, as we commonly see in the countenance, 
manners, or address of uneducated females, how- 
ever favoured with the example of surrounding 
millions 4 and as . I conversed with , her, — for 
she understood English well, — various and op- 
posite emotions fluctuated within my mind* 
Vol. I. D 
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Regret^ admiration^ and i^onisfament rapidly duc*- 
ceeded each other; — regret, when I reflected 
that ^o many of this unfortunate race are per- 
mitted to live and die uninstructed, unpitied, and 
Contemned ; — ^AnMi ration, as I gazed upon 

The diarms her downcast modesty concealed;-^ 

land ASTONISHMENT, whcn, instead of a Wild savagij, 
J, beheld a. being endued with all tho^e nameless 
graces, which irresistibly impel us to admire the 
female character, even when beauty is wholly 
excluded. 

" I was accompanied to the Isl^ of Orleans by 
<yciptain Blake, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Burton, Mr. 
•Geaay, and my brother. Immediately after land-- 
ing <m the shore, we proceeded to the house of a 
Oamadian pilot, for the purpose of soliciting per* 
tttsision to inter another of those little ones in 
'wbose burial we were then daily employed. We 
loaocked at the door, which was immediately 
lepened by a female elegantly attired in black silk, 
whom, if we had judged merely by outward appear- 
-ances, we should have supposed to be an European 
Countess, aUd not the wife of a Canadian pilot. 
After apologizing for our intrusion, we acquainted 
Jher in English with the mournful object of oui* 
mission. She replied, with a smile, ^^ Je ne puis 
-pas pmhr Angtois.^^ One of the company then 
^dressed her itk French, informing her, ^* that we 
^J came to solicit permission to inter a child, which 
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•^ had died the pteceding night and then lay upon 
*^ the shore." §he very politely acceded to our 
request, sent a man to point out a spot in which 
we might deposdt the body^ and tifterwards kindly 
invited us to return and partake of some refresh- 
ment. It is needless to observe, that we availed 
ourselves of this friendly invitation ; for we had 
been long pent up within the confined bounds of 
a ship, and had consequently enjoyed no change 
of society. When we came back from the funeral, 
we were introduced into an apartment, which 
would not disgrace the most splendid mansion 
in Europe. We found a most delicious beverage 
prepared for us; it was composed of Jamaica 
spirits, new milk and maple sugar. Of this rare 
and unexpected treat we partook with delight; 
and, after having spent nearly an hour, in applaud- 
ing the liberality of our hostess, and admiring the 
neatness and cleanliness of her inimitable little 
cottage, we returned to the ship, highly pleased, 
and much prepossessed in favour of Canadian hos- 
pitality. 

The soil of Orleans, though it is said to be richer 
than any in the province of Lower Canada, 
appeared to us to be of a very inferior quality. 
The wheat, which is now ripening, would in 
Europe be considered scarcely worth reaping^ 
Potatoes looked better, and tobacco was luxuri- 
ant ; but it is evident, that little, if any, attention 
is paid to the cultivation of the soil. Time was, 
indeed, within our own recollection, when nearly 

d2 
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as little regard was paid to this object, in several 
parts of Great Britain. But when, in the course 
of the late war, agricultural produce was enhanced 
in value> a stimulus was imparted to the farmers 
to improve waste and neglected lands ; and every 
barren speck of soil soon became the subject of 
various experiments, ts^hich were in most instances 
eminently successful. The tenants were not the 
only persons who were early gainers by the 
improved system of husbandry : Their landlords 
received accurate farming information, in rather a 
refined form, by naeans of "Agricultural Socie- 
ties," which were instituted in almost every district 
throughout the kingdom. Adopting the mass of 
intelligence which had been communicated to the 
public by *^ the Board of Agriculture," that may 
be correctly denominated ^^the Parent Society," 
each of the branches proceeded to offer premiums; 
for excdlence in varioiis departments; and, from 
the results of the competition which was thus 
excited, the landlords were generally instructed- 
in the art of increasing their rents, and augment- 
ing their income. When, at the conclusion of the 
war, the stimulus subsided, or, rather, did not 
exist in the same degree, it would have been well 
for all the parties concerned if the rents had low- 
ered in proportion to the reduced value of produce. 
One good effect, however, has been produced by 
this spirit of enterprise and exertion, which will 
not cease to operate in favour of the amelioration 
of the soil and the improvement of agriculture;-— 
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the value of land has been duly appreciated ; and 
every particle of it, which, in years of compara- 
tive cheapness, will more than repay the cost of 
tillage, is brought into cultivation. 

When the Canadian farmers shall, in a similar 
manner, find their interest concerned in a pro- 
' vident tillage of their extensive possessions, they 
will abandon the practice of conveying their 
superfluous litter to the St. Lawrence, and will 
begin to husband their own and that of the inhabi- 
tants of the various towns on the river. No longer 
regarding it as a. nuisance of which they cannot be 
too speedily rid, they will then suffer their manure 
to.acQUiEnulate and become. useful; and, not trust- 
ing to the common, but foolish, idea of ^^ the per- 
ennial and unaided fruitfulness of all cleared lands,'' 
they: will apply it in aid of exhausted nature, and 
may then hope to extract as abundant produce 
from her bosom, as in the days when their grand- 
sires first beaved the axe, and smoothed the rug- 
ged surface of the soil. Till interest and reflection 
shall thus combine, in vain may we look for any 
improvement in the system, where land is cheap, 
and the means as well as the desire of information 
exceedingly restricted. 

Orleans, which is very little elevated above 
the stream, gradually rises from the shores to 
its centre. Its woods are nearly all cut down. 
Scarcely a tree presents itself to the view. The 
fences are composed of rails of split wood, 
which have a tendency to impart to the whole 
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island an impoverished and nnpropitiousl appear- 
ance. It is about 48 miles in circumference; its 
length is twenty, and its greatest breadth six 
miles. At the lower extremity of the island, the 
river is about fifteen miles across ; and the stream 
is, thence to the Western point, divided into two 
nearly equal channels ; where a beisin opens, which 
extends in every direction about six miles, and may 
be said to be bounded in one angle by the mouth 
of the river St. Charles, and in another by the 
i>shores of the St. Lawrence opposite the extremity 
of Cape Diamond. Within its safe and ample bosom 
may be seen riding at anchor an immense number 
of merchant- men, and minor trading vessels, fro,m 
various quarters of the world ; but ^^ the forest of 
masts," which is a conspicuous object in all busy 
sea-ports, dwindles here into insignificance, , in 
^consequence of its contiguity to thicker and more 
. towering woods. 

On entering this basin, a delightful combination 
of imposing scenery arrests tlie attention. On the 
.left, the falls of the Montmorenci, the waters of 
which pour over a precipice Two Hundred and 
Ninety feet in height; — the rocks of Point Levi 
on the Soitith shore, displaying isigns of human 
industry down to the very banks ;— aud the ele- 
vated promontory opposite, on which the city of 
Quebec stands ; — combined with the crowded trees 
on each side of the river, compose & grand scenit^ 
exhibition, from the contemplation of which thd 
stranger turns aside with the utmost reluctance. 
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-In fact, the whole country, for nearly One, 
Hundred and Fifty miles below Quebec, differs 
greatly in its features from that which presented 
its rugged visage at the ei^trance of the Gulf j and 
is calculated most powerfully to affect the mind of 
an observant traveller. Admiration is excited, not 
merely by the novelty of th^ entire landscape^' 
which, however, varies much from any in Europe j 
but by the broad masses of some of its compo-, 
i}ent parts. Lofty mountains, covered with imper- 
vious woods, whose summits bound the horizon,^ — 
rapid and meandering rivers, which discharge their 
tributary streams into the St. Lawrence,-^innu- 
merable islands, the nur^series of luxuriant trees, 
whose umbrageotis foliage throws deep and length- 
ened shadows over the vast expanse of waters with^ 
which they are surrounded,-^and numerous cata- 
racts at several points in the distance, reflecting 
with effulgent brightness the rays of the sun, while 
they pouf their foaming torrents upon projecting 
rocks, whence they rebound in light and airy 
spray, and when again collected rush downwards^ 
in §n impetuous current, till they murmiir at fresh 
interruptions, and hasten to gain the parent stream : 
These are some of the bolder and more uncommon, 
features of the country, which offer themselves to 
the view of the spectator from the river. 

But there are others of a milder and more civile 
ised cast, that give nn air of liveliness and delight- 
ful variety to several parts of the scene; and 
designate them as more peculiarly the abodes 6f 
men, and the objects of human culture. The 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



40 ARRIVAL AT QUEBEC. 

churches With their tin-covered roofs and steeples^ 
reflecting, at intervals of nine miles, light and 
splendour on every thing around them, — the neat 
iTarm-houses which, for nearly fifty leagues, form 
8 close and well-conneoted settlement, — the thick 
brush-wood on some points of the banks, and the 
beautiful diversity oi the more minute parts of 
inanimate creation which fill up the interstices, — 
exhibit altogether such an assemblage of every 
thing essential to constitute the picturesque and 
the romantic, that an attempt to convey any ade- 
quate idea of the whole, would only expose the 
iiisuflBciency of human language and prove the 
absurdity of human vanity. 

' It was nearly six o'clock in the evening, when 
we anchored before the city of Quebec. As we 
sliiled slowly up the basin, the cannon from the 
batteries, and the continued fire from the ship- 
ping in the port,— all saluting their new Governor, 
who had anchored a few minutes before us, — 
created such .a general confusion, that it was some 
time before I recollected our voyage was con- 
cluded. When the smoke had disappeared, the 
city, hitherto partially concealed from our view, 
presented itself in sober majesty. 

The houses, most of which are covered with 
tin, rising tier above tier, in the form of an amphi- 
theatre, — the impregnable walls and batteries, 
pointing their foe-defying guns down the river,— 
the Martello towers, with their more aspiring neigh- 
bour a Telegraph, — and the lofty steeples, whose 
o'ertopping spires illuminate the very heavens with 
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their chastened radiance^ — are objects which^ fill 
every stranger with an astonishment at once solemn^ 
and pleasing^ and produce in his mind the most 
favourable impressions of the country, "f 

As soon as the revenue-officers had inspected, the 
ship, orders were issued by our Captain, that no 
p^son should attempt to go on shore, until the 
ensuing morning. This injunction was not very 
patiently received by the passengers, many of 
whom were most anxiously desirous of mingling 
with the crowds that lined the quays, and were 
waiting to receive their illustrious Governor. As 
my father's family was not included in this pro- 
hibition, I received an invitation from Captain 
Blake to accompany him in an excursion to the 
city. The ship lay in the centre of the basin, 
which obliged: us to put ashore in a boat. Arrived 
at the Queen's Wharf, we proceeded up a narrow 
gloomy street, partially illumined i by a few paltry 
lamps, which were then just lighted. We next 
entered a .more creditable street, (Cul de Sac,) 

t Some allowance, it may be supposed, ought to be made for 
the feelings of one who had not -seen such a vast concourse of 
human dwellings for several weeks preceding. Admitting this^ 
I may be allowed to add, the emotions that arose within my mind^ 
at the first view which I obtained of Quebec and of the bold 
scenery in its environs> as I stood on the quarter-deck of the 
Brunswick, were excited, in all their freshnescf, at a subset 
quent visit to the. capital. This, to myself at least, is a good 
criterion of the truth of my firet impressions, and df the objects 
from which they were received ; and it is confirmed by the 
acknowledgment of every intelligent man with whom I have had 
im opportunity of conversing^ 
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crbwded like the foimer with a taotley tr^in of all 
nations^ from the torrid, frigid, and temperate 
zones; among whom it was impossible to say, 
whether the descendants of Shem, Ham, or Japheth 
were the most numerous, Africans, Indians, 
Americans, Europeans, and Asiatics, Ciompo^d 
the variegated groupe. Some were clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and appeared, from certain 
external indications, to have fared ^Sumptuously 
every day ; others displayed their grotesque figures 
in a stdte of almost total nudity; and here and 
there a dable countenance was seen peeping through 
the spoils of the forest; while, at intervals, the 
eye relieved itself by resting on th6 eharms of 
female beauty, arrayed 



In all the glaring impotcnee of dress* 

In a word, such on exhibition of the costumes of 
all the nations which inhabit the terraqueous globe,, 
is nowhere to be witnessed, except in America^ 
and perhaps in the modern capital of Russia. The 
confused chattering and inharmonious diversity o£ 
languages had such an effect upon my auditory 
organs, that I could almost have fencied myselif 
about to place the last stone upon the Tower of 
Babel. Not a word of English did I hear, not i^ 
face t^at was English did I &ee, until, to my great 
Satisfaction, I found myself in a British mercantile? 
warehouse; where, on looking around me, and 
reflecting on the short excursion I h&d taken;; X 



Digitized by 



GooqIc 



was reminded, that, instead of having be^a eoge^jed 
in placing the last stone on the tower of Babel^ % 
had only concluded my first walk in the city of 
Quebec. 

Thd next visit which Gaptain Blake and I made, 
that evening, was to an Hotel. On arriving there^ 
we were ushered into a Urge apartment, in which 
there were about thirty sea-captains. We (entered 
eons ceremonies and discovered, that each pefrsoii 
had an enormously large tumbler full 'of liquor 
placed before him, with a smoking pipe about 
three feet and a half in length, and a paper of best 
Virginia tobacco. In a fe^ moments^ Captain 
Blake and I were furnished with 'similar accom- 
modations; I drank some of the liquor, which 
was really delicious, but begged leave to dispense 
with the pipe and tobacco. The room was exces- 
sively warm, and filled with the smoke of burning 
tobacco and the effluvia of over-heated bodies : I 
wished most heartily to make my exit ; but since 
I went to this place, not by choice, but in compli- 
ment to the Captain, who appeared as happy in 
the company of his amphibious fraternity, as if he 
were engaged in disco vering the longitude, I could 
not with propriety retire, till he thought fit to 
propose our departure. These sons of Neptune 
talked of }ong and short voyages, of well and ill- 
built ships, of the felicities of a sea-faring life, and 
the exhilarating qualities of Cognac Brandy, in 
such a lengthened strain as made me wish my- 
self asleep in the worst-built house in Quebec. 
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Not a subject was discussed^ nor an idea sug- 
gested^ which could afford either profit or plea- 
sure to any one beside themselves. I therefore 
^^ sat in sad civility/' until about eleven o'clock, 
when the whole party withdrew by mutual con- 
sent, but not before an appointment was made to 
meet on the following evening for their general 
edification, aivd the prosperity of the tobacco trade. 
This rendezvous, it is unnecessary to assure you, 
I did not attend. 
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LETTER III. 

StTCATION OP QUEBEC^— ITS PINE EXTERNAL APPEARANCE —POR« 
TIPICATIONS — CITADEL— CAPE J)IAHbND — PUBLIC EDIFICES OF' 
QUEBEC— -CASTLE OP ST. LOUIS— ROMAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL 
— PROTESTANT PLACES OF WORSHIP— COURT HOUSE — JESUIT*? 
COLLEGE—- THE HOTSt DIEU-«-THB CONVENT OF THE URSU* 
UNES — THE bishop's PALACE — THE BARRACKS — GENERAL 
WOLFE^S STATUE— ORIGIN OF THE WORD QUEBEC— rPOFULATION 
OF THAT CITY. 

Quebec lies in 46 degrees 48 minutes North 
latitude^ and in 71 degrees 11 minutes West longi- 
tude; and is beautifully situated between the rivers 
St. Charles and St. Lawrence, immediately at the 
point of confluence. It is, as I have before ob- 
served, in the form of an amphitheatre gradually 
ascending; and exhibits such a fine appearance from 
the river, that a stranger, unacquainted with its 
interior, would imagine it to be one of the most 
beautiful cities in the world. The amazing eleva- 
tion, resplendent spires, and formidjable outworks 
of the upper town, are all well-calculated to pre- 
possess the mind of a spectator ; but when he enters 
into the streets, squares, and alleys, especially of 
the lower town, and finds the whole to be con- 
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fined^ ill-oonstructed^ and inelegant^ nothihg can 
equal his disappointment. Many of the streets are 
scarcely wide enough to admit of carriages passing 
each other, and all of them are void of beauty, 
ta^te, and regularity. Business is principally trans- 
acted in the lower town ; in consequence of which, 
and of its confined situation, it is in a perpetual 
bustle. The granaries,' warehouses, and dwellings, 
though generally very lofty, are frowned upon by 
the impending rocky projections of Cape Diamond, 
which, in some directions, seem to threaten them 
with instant destruction. The ascent to the upper 
town, along the windings of Mountain-street, has 
been contrived with much art, but is, after all, 
exceedingly steep; and, in certain parts on the 
right-hand side, is shaded by obtruding precipices. 

After gaining the summit, the aspect of the city 
becomes more attractive, and is in every respect 
preferable to that of the lower town. The public 
buildings, however, exhibit little that can interest 
those who have been accustomed to view the more 
splendid and magnificent erections in fiuropeim 
cities. 

Much attention is very properly bestowed on 
the improvement of the fortifications. They are 
kept in excellent repair, and new defences are 
added wherever they may be deemed necessary^ 
When viewed from the opposite shore, or from any 
part of the surrounding country, they present a; 
very noble appearance. The eitadel stands on the^^ 
highest point of Cape Dialnond, which ia no less 
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than Three Hundired lemd f^fty feet above the leve) 
<of th6 river. Wheii Quebec became the capital of 
the French Colony, the citadel wad built expressly 
for the protection of the approaches to the city on 
its Western side, towards the Plains of Abraham ; 
^nd, proudly frowning over the St. Lawrence, it now 
extends its immense walls and regular military out^ 
works across the end of those Plains, down nearly 
to the banks of the river St. James. There are 
five gateis into the city t Port St. Louis, which is 
the largest, openn to the West, and towards the 
Heights of Abraham, Where the gallant Wolfe 
Inreathed his last. Port St. John opens towards St. 
f'oix, which is the road to Montreal. Both these 
gates are stronj^y fortified ; and the walla, through 
which they serve as entrances, are there at least 
fifty feet in thickness. Palace and Hope gates, 
open to the North ; and Prescott Gate, through 
which we pass to the lower town, opens towards 
the South. The approaches to all the gates are 
guarded by batteries and other defences. With 
its naturally commanding situation, therefore, and 
its immense fortifications, Quebec must be con* 
sidered as one of the strongest cities in the uni-^ 
Xrerse. " , • • 

Every account of Quebec,- how ample soever it 
may be, will be considered incomjdete, unless it 
<M>mprise a description of the celebrated Plaint cf 
Abraham. To gratify you, therefore, whom I know 
to £3el interested about every circumstance con* 
nected with our national glory, I add^a slight topo* 
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graphidal sketch. Quebec is surrounded by water 
on three of its sides ; and the fourth is open towards 
the Plains. For the security of this side, on 
which the city is most vuhierable, the ample mili- 
tary defences have been erected to which I have 
already alluded. The approach to the Heights 
from the St. Lawrence, by wtiose banks they are 
skirted for several miles above Quebec, is precipi- 
tous and difficult; and tliis was the only mode of 
access for the British troops under the intrepid 
Wolfe. A slight bend in the river, nearly two 
miles above the city, is pointed out to patriotic 
strangers as the spot where that skilful General 
landed his army ; as is also the narrow sheep-walk, 
by which they silently climbed up at midnight, 
in single column, or as they could, to the summit 
of the Plains, on which they next morning 
formed in battle array, and gained a victory over 
the. French troops at the very threshold of their 
almost impregnablei fortresses. From the airy 
ridges, .which . are on the rocky verge of the 
river, the . Heights of Abraham gradually slope 
downwards to the less elevated banks of the river 
St. Charles., In the part, nearest to the upper 
town, they are upwards of a mile in widths 
and,, at. a greater distance from Quebec, their 
breadth, increases, in proportion as the two rivers 
recede froin each other and form the sides of 
a triangle nearly equilateral, of which the base 
will be an imaginary line drawn acro^ the Plains 
about four miles from the citadel. This fruitful 
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tract of table-land presents no remarkable naturcd 
features to distinguish it from the bold scenery, in 
its neighbourhood, but derives its chief attraction 
from haviiig been the scene of action between the 
lamented Wolfe and the daring Montcalm. 

A statue has been erected by the inhabitants of 
Quebec to the naemory of General Wolfe, who, 
by his skill and valour, annexed the vast . terri-, 
tory of the Canadas to the British empire. It is a 
pitiful tribute of a country's gratitude^ if gratitude 
to a conqueror can be supposed to exist in the h^strts 
of those whom he has subjugated: And, indeed, 
if we may form our ideas of their feelings at that 
period from the magnificenck of this rnqmento, we 
must conclude, that detestation and contempt, 
rather than gratitude and respect, were the prin* 
ciples by which they were actuated. The utmost 
stretch of human thought would be inadequate to 
the conception of any thing more beggarly and 
insignificant. Only picture to yourself a block of 
wood, about four feet and a half long, rudely cut 
and scraped with a view to make it convey some 
faint resemblance of a human body; and theii 
imagine it to be painted in a manner the most 
fitted to represent a disbanded soldier, on hi« 
return from a seven years' campaign to his native 
village, wasted by wounds and harassed with 
fatigue, — his clothes, the inseparable companions of 
his toils, just retaining a sufficient portion of 
red, white, and black, to convince the beholders. 

Vol. I . E 
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tliat they had onoe been a suit of British uniform. 
W hen you havedepicted all this in your imagination^ 
you will have a tolerably correct idea of the ludi^ 
crous effigy. Still, however, you will not have a per- 
fect notion of it, unless I mention, that;, to shield 
it from the inclement wind and scorching sun of 
Canada, — or to remove it as far as possible, with- 
out totally hiding it, from the public view, — the 
^triotic managers of this affair have judiciously 
planted it in a niche, not more than twelve feet from 
the ground, cut in the angle of a private house, and 
situate in a part of the city that is by no means 
the most public or best frequented. Thus partially 
concealed, the passing stranger would as soon 
imagine it to be the Ghost of Hamlet,— confessing, 
by the want of animation in his countenance, that 
he is forbid 

The secrets of his prison-heuse to tell^— 

as he would suppose it to be the statue of the British 
GenerM? if some cunning one had not most saga- 
ciously inscribed the words ** James Wolfe" on the 
pfiDBSTAii, if I may apply such a term to the stone 
0n which it stands. The man who wrote this 
inscription is particularly entitled to the gratitude 
of strangers, for the enlightening addition which 
he has thus made to the stock of public information ; 
and he reqiinds us of the judicious conduct of a 
wary but unskilful artist, who, after having painted 
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wliat he meant to be the picture of a lion, to pre- 
Tent mistakes, sujbjoined this needful inscription^ 
'' This is a Lion." 

If I had not every reason to believe, from my 
personal knowledge of the Canadians, that they 
are a loyal people, and exceedingly well-pleased 
with the British Government, I should be ready 
to draw the inference, that, instead of erecting 
this memorial in honour of General Wolfe, they had 
employed some French puppet-carver to furnish 
them with such a caricature of the great and gal- 
lant conqueror, as might convince posterity, that 
the only sentiments which they felt towards him 
were those of supreme contempt and implacable 
abhorrence. But as I cannot entertain an opinion 
so derogatory from their character, I must conclude^ 
that when this monument was erected they were 
in a rude and unpolished state, or that they were 
entirely destitute of eminent artists, — a class of men 
who are indeed of rare occurrence in a young colo- 
ny, in which the useful arts justly receive more sub- 
stantial patronage, than those which are merely 
ornamental. If either of these conclusions, — which 
are so nearly allied as, strictly speaking, to constitute 
but one,— be admissible, now that the age of igno- 
rance is pcussed, and artists of eminence are every 
where to be found, I think the inhabitants of Que- 
bec should either consign to the flery element this 
wooden memento of the conquest of their country, 
or should make a liberal bequest of it to some sign- 
less tobacco-twister, and thus create a vacancy for 
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ah erection more worthy of themselves, and of the 
hero whose fame they wish to perpetuate. That 
such a substitution would be agreeable to their 
feelings^ I am well assured : For they view the 
enjoyment of a free constitution, and the undis- 
turbed exerc^ of their religion, as valuable privi- 
leges which their British conquerors have bestowed 
upon them, and of which, it is allowed by all 
parties, they have rendered themselves worthy by 
the unbending loyalty of their principles, prov,ed 
in. very trying circumstances. 

The truth of the matter is, that, after all the 
jocose remarks which have been made upon this 
insignificant figure, the Canadians are not so much 
the objects of blame as many persons suppose. At 
the period when this wooden eflBgy was rudely 
carved, the Decorative Arts were not much in 
request even in Great Britain itself; and superb 
moiiuments, adorned by the chisel of the statuary, 
and commemorative of brave achievements or of 
scientific ^discoveries, were then neither so fre- 
quently awarded nor so skilfully executed as they 
have lately been. When we pass judgment, there- 
fore, upon Wolfe's statue, we must banish modern 
ideas in a great measure from our minds ; and those 
rustic tablets, or unpolished columns, hastily erected 
during the late war in Spain, by British survivors,, 
near some of the fields of battle in which their 
brave and distinguished friends had fallen, will be 
more suitable objects of comparison with this rude 
piece of carved- work, than the elegant and eXpen- 
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sive designs which have been recently executed in 
England by superior artists^ in honour of the cou- 
rage, the wisdom, or the virtues of "the great and 
good deceased." The benefit of this admission, how- 
ever, must not be claimed in behalf of the Frenci 
colonists, who were then retsident in -Quebec, and 
who, not having had time for proving the advan-*- 
tages of the British laws and administration, could 
not be expected to be hasty in affording public 
tokens of their approbation on their change of mas-* 
ters : But this is an argument in favour of the 
British conquerors themselves, without whose sanc- 
tion at least, the paltry statue could not have been 
formed and erected. The men at that period in 
official stations, and all those respectable person^ 
connected with the government of the conquered 
Province, were natives of Great Britain; to 
them alone, and not to the subjugated Canadians, 
the consequent honour or reproach of this erec- 
tion attaches. If it be objected, " that this frail 
monument is generally^ represented as a proof of 
the gratitude of the French Colonist^ to their. ^ 
British liberators and benefactors ;'* a sufficient 
answer will be- found in the fact, that this will 
not be the first instance on record of conqueroca : 
themselves erecting commemorative trophies, and 
afterwards pointing them put as grateful demOn-^ 
strations of the people's affections. Palmam ^ui 
meruit ferat^ But whichever party may be con-> 
sidered most blame-worthy, the memory of Wolfo 
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d^derves a more appropriate statue^ and one better 
in accordance with the approved taste of the times. 
On the very scene of his death and triumph. 

The castle of St Louis, which is the residence of 
the Governor, occupies a very lofty and command- 
ing situation. It is built on the brink of an almost 
inaccessible precipice ; and is supported by counter- 
forts and strong mason- work raised to nearly half 
its height. Some of the departments of the castle 
are occupied by the various civil and military oflS- 
cers, acting under the immediate direction of the 
Governor. This edifice has nothing to recommend 
it, except its extent and situation ; for its exterior 
is plain and unassuming, yet constructed with 
great neatness and simplicity. 

The Roman Catholic Cathedral is a good-sized 
stone building, with a steeple disproportionately 
|o.w, and whimsically placed on one side of it. 
TJbe interior of this Church, like others belonging 
to this denomination, contains several rich and costly 
ornaments. A variety of fine scriptural repre- 
sentations, executed by the hand of a maitter, are 
placed against the walls; and the altar is a grand 
yet fanciful piece of workmanship. The roof and 
steeple are ^x)vered with tin, according to the 
fashion observed in nearly all the churches through- 
out the jHTOvince. 

The Protestant Episcopal Church is only of recent 
erection. It has been constructed with some regard 
to the rules of architecture, and is, upon the whole^ 
a 'wery neat and respectable edifice. 
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There are also a Methodist Chapel^ called ^^ the 
Wesleyan Meeting House/' and a Presbyterian 
Kirk^ both of which are very neat and substantial 
building. 

The Court-House is by no means an inferior or 
contemptible building; and its internal arrange- 
ments are said to be well-adapted to the purposes 
for which they were intended. — The Jesuits' Col- 
lege^ the Seminary, the Hotel Dieu, the Convent 
^ of the Ursulines^ the Bishop's Palace^ imd the 
Bfurracks, are the only other buildings of note in the 
city ; and their external appearance is little calcu- 
lated to attract particular attention* 

The Convent of the Ursulines was founded by 
Madame de la Peltree^ in theyear 1639^ and is at 
present occupied by a Superior and thirty-six nuns, 
whose principal employment is the instruction of 
young females professing the Roman Catholic 
religion. 

The Hotel Dieu was founded in 1637^ by the 
Duchess D'Anguillion^ sister of Cardmal Richelieu, 
and intended for the reception of the poor, and the 
cure of the sick ; the establishment consists of a 
Superior and thirty-six nuns. 

What was formerly the Bishop's Palace, is now 
converted into a House of Assembly for the Pro- 
vincial Parliament. 

The relative ^tuation of the upper and lower 
town renders Quebec a most unpleasant residence 
to all persons whose business requires their attend- 
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ance in various parts of the city. They are obliged 
to ascend from one part to the other, by long flights 
Off wooden steps; which, in the burning heat of 
summer, is a task of no easy or agreeable perform- 
ance* -^ 

The Mercantile houses of Quebec exhibit none 
of that taste and neatness which are so conspicuous 
in repositories of the same description in England. 
Their doors and windows are exactly similar to 
those of private houses; and, in addition to their 
mean appearance, they are always dirty, and des- 
titute of any display of goods, except such trum- 
pery as would more readily convey the idea of a^ 
brandy-shop or barrack, than that of an extensive 
warehouse. There is a great variety of taverns, 
so called, in the city; but, I believe, the Union 
Hotel is almost the only one at which respectable 
and comfortable accommodations can be procured. 
That vanity, which, as Mr. Lambert justly 
observes, ^^ is a particular trait in the character 
of all our Trans-atlantio brethren, from the cbn- 
fines of Florida' to the shores of Labrador,", has 
induced the inhabitants of Quebec, as well as all 
other people in America, to designate every filthy 
brandy-shop and beer-house by the name of tavern. 
As you travel through the country, you may con- 
stantly observe houses thus nick-named; but 
scarcely once a week will you meet with one^ 
whose appearance or accommodations give itany 
claim to the highrsounding appellation. . 
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The origin of the word Quebec is uncertain. 
Some say, that it was derived from the Algonquin 
word queheco or queheCy which signifies contracted ; 
b^^ause the St. Lawrence becomes contracted to lit- 
tle more than three quarters of a mile in breadth, 
immediately opposite the city. Others assert, that 
it is derived from the Norman language, and that one 
of the persons who accompanied M. De Champlain, 
in his expedition up the river, exclaimed, on arriv- 
ing at that part where the city now stands, " Quel 
becy What a point !" A third party are of opinion, 
that it was derived from the Abenaquis word 
quelibecy signifying " shut up." The Indians of 
this nation, who resided at Claudiere, about nine 
miles from the city, when coming thence, could 
see nothing of the two channels formed by 
the Island of Orleans, and therefore concluded, 
that the river was completely shut tip by that 
island. 

The origin of the word Canada is equally invol- 
ved in uncertainty. It is said, that the Spaniards 
visited this country before the French ; but, 
finding it barren, and without gold — the grand 
object of their pursuit, in tones of disappointment 
they frequently exclaimed, on the eve of their 
departure and in the presence of the Indians, ^^ Aca 
nada, — Here is nothing!" The Indians, on the 
arrival of the French, supposed them to be Spa- 
niards, and, wishing to get rid of them, continu- 
ally cried out, ^^ Aca nada •'," which the French, 
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not understanding, imagined to be the name of the 
place. In this trifling incident, the name of Ca- 
nada is generally supposed to have had its origin. 

The 'present population of Quebec amounts to 
H>880 souls ; three fourths of whom are Roman 
Catholics of French descent. The remainder con- 
sist principally of English, Scotch, and Irish. 
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LETTER IV. 

DEPARTURE PROM QUEBEC— AtlRITAL AT MONTREAL — INTERVIEW 
, WITH THE DUKE OP RICHMOND -^ WITH COLONEL COCKBOURNE 
—THE colonel's ADVICIB— OUR OBJECTIONS TO A RESIDENCE IN 
THE LOWER PROVINCE-^CAPTAIN BLAKE— THE COUNTRY BE- 
TWEEN QUEBEC AND MONTREAL— ^ROIS RIVIERES— ^LAKE ST. 
PETRE— WILLIAM HENRY- BERTHI^R- MONTREAL ISLAND— DE- 
SCRIPTION OP THE CITY— EXTENT AND POPULATION— INFERIOR 
APPEARANCE OP ALL BUILDINGS ERECTED PREVIOUS TO THE 
LATE WAR— SHEET-IRON DOORS AND WINDOW SHUTTBRSr-r 
GLOOMY APPEARANCE OF THE CITY ON SUNDAYS AND OTHER 
HOLIDAYS— PUBLIC BUILDINGS— MANNER IN WHICH THE CITY 
IS SUPPUBD WITH WATERi— BANKING-HOUSES— PUBUC LIBRARY 
— »K:IRCULAT;N0 library — newspapers — MARKET-PLACES — ITS 
COMMERCE — ^DEirENCELESS SITUATION— STEAM-BOATS AND THEIR 
ACCOMMODATIONS — SHALLOWNESS OF THE WATER BETWEEN 
QUEBEC AND MONTREAL— WRETCHED STATE OF THE QUAYS. 

On the. 3d of August, 1818, five days after our 
arrival at Quebec, we embarked on board the 
steam-boat Telegraph for Montreal, and arrived 
there on the morning of the 6th ; thus performing 
a voyage of 180 miles, against a rapid current, in 
about 36 hours. 

Previous to our departure from Quebec, my 
father waited on the Duke of Richmond, and pre- 
sented to him an order from Lord Bathurst for the 
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land to which he was entitled, with various other 
letters of introduction. His Grace received him 
with great politeness, and told him, that he would 
be happy to render him any service in his power, 
referring him at the same time to Colonel Cock- 
bourne, the Deputy Quarter-master General, for 
such information as he might require with regard 
to the choice of a settlement. 

Colonel Cockbourne endeavoured to persuade 
my father to relinquish his intention of proceeding 
to Upper Canada, and to accept of a settlement in 
the Lower Province. He pointed out the great 
advantages, which, he alleged, would most deci- 
dedly result from a settlement in a thickly-inhabited 
Country ; contrasted fruitful fields and populous 
towns, with uncultivated wildernesses and dreary 
forests ; painted in fascinating colours the pleasures 
of society, and drew a gloomy picture of the depri- 
vations attendant on a state of comparative soli- 
tude ; and magnified the obvious benefits of the 
one course of life, in exact proportion as he exag- 
gerated the untried diflBculties of the other ; until 
he had nearly persuaded him to abandon all 
thoughts of gaining a residence in Upper Canada. 

When my father acquainted my brother and me 
with the Colonel's flattering proposals and advice, 
we declared our unchangeable determination, with 
his good leave, of going to the Upper Province ; 
and entreated him immediately to solicit the neces- 
sary directions for obtaining land there, and the pro- 
visions which had been put on board the Brunswick 
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by order of Lord Bathurst. He consented to do 
so ; and, on stating to his Grace of Richmond, the 
objections of his family to a residence in the Lower 
Province, and the necessity of procuring the 
government-rations, for the subsistence of the set- 
tlers whilst pursuing their journey to the West- 
ward, he obtained the requisite order for them, 
with about 170 pairs of blankets, which had also 
been put on board for their accommodation. 

We objected to Lower Canada, First, On ac- 
count of the inferiority of its soil ond the severity 
of the climate. — Secondly. Inconsequence of its 
being a.lmost wholly in the occupation of a people 
with whose customs, language, and religion, we 
were very imperfectly acquainted. 

I mu3t not proceed further in my narrative/ 
without acknowledging the kind attentions, which, 
during an acquaintance of Fifty-three days, we 
experienced from Captain Blake of the Brunswick; 
From the moment of our embarkation at Cork, to 
the night of our departure from his ship, his atten- 
tion, not only to the cabin-passengers, but also to 
the humblest individual in the steerage, evinced a 
disposition highly creditable to himself and honour- 
able to his profession. He exerted himself on all 
occasions, to render the situation of every one on 
board as agreeable as the nature of circumstances 
would admit. He was to all a friend, an attendant, 
and. a physician ; and constantly solicitous for our 
health and comfort. To the inferior oflBcers and 
crew of the Brunswick, we ai'e also much indebt« 
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ed, and catmot^ lam sure^ avoid retaining a due 
sense of their unremitting assiduity to render us 
comfortable. We parted from the whole of them 
with regret, ajad hope they are fully aware how 
sensible we are of their praise-worthy conduct. — 
This is a digression ; but it is one that speaks its 
own apology. 

The country between Quebec and Montreal^ 
although more advanced in cultivation than that 
immediately below Quebec, appears less diversified 
and not so thickly settled. Within a few miles of 
*^ the Three Rivers/' the banks of the St. Law- 
rence lose their steep and precipitous character, 
and become gently sloping and regular. The houses 
are of an inferior description, and the churches are 
less numerous ; but the farms are more extensive, 
more level, and better cultivated. 

Point aux Tremblb^, which is about 21 mil^i 

from Quebec, was the first village we observed 

after leaving that city. It contains a Cathedral 

Church and a Convent of Nuns, and has about 500 

inhabitants, all of whom are of French extraction. 

The town of Trois Rivieres^ or T%ree Rivers^ 

about 90 miles from Quebeb, is situated on a point 

of land on the North bank, at the confluence of 

the St. Lawrence and the St. Maurice. At the 

inouth of this small river, stand two small isWds, 

that divide it into three channels, from which the 

place derives the name of Three Rivers. Thi» 

town, which is next in importance to Montreal, 

contains a French Parochial Church ; to English 
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Episcopal Church ; an Hospital^ called the Ursuline 
Convent, for the cure of the diseased and the 
instruction of young persons of the Roman Cath- 
olic persuasion ; a Gaol and Court-house ; a small 
Barrack^ and aMonasteryofRecoUectd— an order 
which is now extinct in Canada. There is also an 
extensive Iron Foundry at Three Rivers : It is the 
property of Government^ and is leased out to some 
merchants of Quebec^ who manufacture on the 
spot a great quantity of cast and bar iron. The 
ore is said to be very rich^ and the castings are of 
a su|>erior description^ particularly the stoves. 
Wrought iron^ manufeu^tured there^is preferable to 
Bnglisfa iron^ though stilt inferior to Swedish. 
The number of the inhabitants is 2000, nearly five* 
sevenths of whom are of French descent. At diis 
place the steam-^boats^ iit passing to and from Mont- 
real, came to anchor^ for the purpose of landing 
and tajung m passengers and freight, and for receiv- 
ing fresh supplies of fire- wood. 

After leaving TTiree Rivers, we soon entered 
Lake St. Petrb, which is only another of the 
numerous expansions of the St. Lawrence. It in 
adbout twenty miles Icmg, and from eight to twelve 
wide, and is in geneoral exceedingly shallow. Owing 
to some neglect on the part of our pilot, in not 
observing the p? oper channel, — ^the river being here 
intersected by a number of islands,— -we were very 
near running aground in passing through this lake^ 
having sailed for nearly an hour in water so 
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shallow^ that each revolution of the wfaiaels brought 
up either mud or weeds from the bed of the stream. 

Forty-five miles from Three Rivers, and One 
Hundred and Thirty-five from Quebec, stands the 
neat little town of Sorrell, or William Henry y 
in latitude 46 degrees 60 minutes, and longitude 
73 degrees. 20 minutes. It is situated at the con- 
fluence of the Chamblois with the St. Lawrence. 
The streets- are handsomely laid out, but not yet 
completely filled up with buildings. It is provided 
with two good places of worship,^ — a Roman Cath- . 
olic Chapel, and a Protestant Episcopal Church^ 
Its appearance from the water is respectable. Sor- 
rel! was first settled by a party of the Royalists, 
who quitted the Union at the period when the 
Independence of the States was recognized. It is 
a smaller town than Three Rivers, and contains 
only 1600 inhabitants, most of whom are English 
and Scotch. It is gradually on the increase ; and, 
on account of its salubrious situation, frequently 
becomes the residence of his Excellency the 
Governor of the Canadas, for a few months in the 
summer season. 

Between William Henry and Montreal, there 
are several small villages ; the principal of which 
is Berthier on the North Bank. Around this vil- 
lage there are several extensive and apparently rich, 
settlements, . some of which are still occupied by 
the descendants of the French Noblesse, by whom 
they were first cleared and inhabited. 
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MoNTitEAL IsLAKD, upon which the city stands, 
is about 32 miles lon^ and ten and a half broad. It 
is the property of the Seminary of St. Sulpruse, 
and certainly possesses the finest climate and the 
most luxuriant soil in the whole Province, The 
city is situated on the Soiith side of the Island^ in 
46 deg. 31 min. North latitude, and in 73 deg. 36 
min. West longitude. It is 46 miles from William 
Henry, 90 from the Three Rivers, and 180 from 
Quebec. 

Montreal is placed in the midst of the most 
picturesque scenery. It is at present very irregur 
lar in its construction, baing in length nearly two 
miles ; while its greatest breadth, — that is, from the 
banks of the St. Lawrenpe to the foot of an insu- 
lated mountain from which it derives its name, — is 
only three quarters of a mile. It contains 16,900 
souls, more than one half of whom are Roman 
Catholics. The streets aire in general very narrow; 
and, to add to the inconvenience which this occa- 
isions, the side-paths or causeways are rendered 
almost impassable, by a barbarous practice which 
prevails in every part of the city, of erecting out- 
side the doors wooden steps which project from 
three to four feet into the streets. 'If only two 
persons 'meet opposite one of those cumbersome 
piles, they will inevitably be obliged either "to 
retrace their steps, or out of hasty complaisance 
to descend into the channel, probably up to their 
knees in snow, or to their ancles in mud. It is also 
impossible even for two persons to walk arm in 
Vol. I. F 
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arm, without separating every ten or twelve yards. 
The houses are generally built of a durable kind 
of lime-stone ; but those which were erected pre- 
vious to the late war, assume the most forbidding 
appearance, in consequence of the outer doors 
and window-shutters being made of strong sheet- 
iron. The use of these massive securities is now 
so general, and their value so highly appreciated, 
that scarcely a house can be found without them. 
They have been adopted to counteract the effects 
of fire, which in this city frequently rages to the 
destruction of immense property. It is impos- 
sible to walk along the streets of Montreal on a 
Sunday or other holiday, when the shops are all 
closed, without receiving the most gloomy impres- 
sions. The whole city appears one vast prison ; 
and at every noise which salutes the ear of the pas- 
sing stranger, he imagines that he hears the clank* 
ings of a malefactor's chains, or the pitiful moan- 
ings of an incarcerated debtor. 

There are, however, several modern buildings in 
Montreal, that would be no disgrace to the finest 
squares in Europe. Indeed, all those which are of 
recent erection exhibit a superior style of execu- 
tion. Some spacious streets beyond the former 
boundaries of the city, and towards the mountain, 
are now laid out, and the new buildings in them 
are standing proofs of the improving taste of the 
people. . / 

The public edifices of this place are, the French 
Church, the English Church, the Methodist Chapel, 
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the Presbyterian Meeting-house, the Court-house 
and Gaol, the Montreal Bank, the College, the 
Hospital, and the Barracks, 

The French Church, or Roman Catholic Chapel, 
called St. Maria and dedicated to the blessed Vir- 
gin, is an extensive old-fashioned building, the 
front of which is constructed of out^ stone. It is 
situate in the middle of Notre Dame street, which 
is the principal one in the old part of the city, and 
runs parallel with the St. Lawrence. The steeple, 
which, before the erection of the English Church, 
was considered the finest in America, is now only 
regarded on account of its antiquity. The whole 
exterior of this huge building, except the roof and 
steeple, both of which are covered with tin, is 
plain and tasteless; but the interior is, after the 
manner of other i Popish churches, most gorgeously 
decorated with every thing appertaining to a place 
of this description, which has a tendency to affect 
the heart by means of impressions on the outward 
senses. The pews indeed are not remarkable for 
any thing like variety in design or skill in construc- 
tion ; but the cieling is adorned in a most magnifi- 
cent manner, and the altar is one on which, to use 
a heathen phr€tse, ^^ the Gods themselves might 
sacrifice." The cieling is divided into conic sections 
by splendid gilt mouldings ; and, in the vacant space 
between each of them, innumerable figures, fanci- 
fully gilt, occupy a place* In the centre of the 
cieling, is a circular painting of the Ascension, 
Jbis picture, though not of the first order, is said 

f2 
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to have been the work of an eminent French artist, 
and certainly has a very fine effect, which, in my 
opinion, is produced more by its situation than by 
the excellence of the performance. It tends very 
powerfully to elevate the mind, and inspires a sort 
of reverence for the house of which it is an orna- 
ment. That part of the cieling which is imme- 
diately over the choir, is divided into small 
squares, the angles of which are studded with gilt 
stars. Towards the rear of the choir, a superb 
golden crown rests on four pillars which are painted 
pea-green, with gilt risings. This crown serves as 
a canopy to the altar, which is immediately under 
it. In an exposed situation behind the crown, a 
full-length statue of the Virgin Mary appears : It 
is scijlptured out of a block of white marble. On 
each side of the choir, are five scriptural paint- 
ings ; and, immediately over the chancel, stands a 
large organ, above which a well-carved figure of 
the crucifixion occupies a prominent station. The 
ornaments of the altar are rich beyond conception : 
A great number of wax-candles, some of which 
are upwards of four feet long, are always burning 
during the performance of Divine service. These 
tapers, which serve as brilliant illuminations to 
the altar, and c£ist ^^ a dim religious light" to the 
utmost verge of the Church, impress the mind with 
a degree of awe, and seem calculated, particularly in 
the day-time, to raise and solemnize the affections. 
In fact, no individuals, except those who have 
visited Catholic countries, can form any just notion' 
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of the extraordinary magnificence and smlemn 
splendour of the whole building. It is capable of 
accommodating 3000 worshippers ; and seldom on 
the Sabbath is a seat within its walls vacant. 
There are two or thvee other French Churches in 
Montreal; but they are much inferior to that of 
St. Maria. 

, The English Episcopal Church is likewise situr 
ated in Notre Dame street. The front of this 
building is of cut stone and in the Doric order; 
and the steeple, which is acknowledged to be 
superior to any thing of the kind in British North 
America, has a very light and elegant appearance. 
The spire, which is octagonal, seems well-propor- 
tioned, and is covered with tin. On its summit 
stands a good representation of a pine-apple, sur- 
mounted by a large vane elegantly gilt and fanci- 
fully ornamented. In the steeple there is a very 
fine clock with four dial plates, some one or other 
of. which may be seen, and the hour of the day dis- 
tinctly told, from any part of the city or suburbs. 
The interior of this building exhibits much taste 
and neatness, an4 is painted in a chaste and appro- 
priate manner. Although this church is generally 
pmch crowded on the Sabbath, strangers never 
experience any dilficulty in propuring seats. A man 
in livery stands at the door, and,, on your entry, 
shews you to a pew of a class s^uited to the rank^ 
to which, from your appearaiice, he may consider 
you entitled. The gallery is circular, and is sup-^ 
ported by Corinthian piUars; and the wholt fabrif 

f3 

Digitized by LnOOQ IC 



yO MONTREAK 

affords strong evidence of chasteness in design^ and 
felicity of execution. It is one of the principal 
ornaments of the city, creditable alike to the plan 
of the judicious architect, and to the capabilities 
of the accomplished workmen. 

The Methodist Chapel, erected in 1820, is a very 
extensive and elegant building. The ground on 
which it stands, cost the Society no less a sum than 
£1600. Its walls are all of cut stone, and its roof 
is covered with tin. The interior resembles that of 
the English Church, — with this difference, that the 
gallery of the chapel is circular instead of being 
square J and is supported by plain instead of Corinth^ 
ian pillars. It is a great embellishment to the city, 
and exhibits a finer outward appearance than any 
other building, except the Montreal Bank. . . 

There are two small Presbyterian Meeting- 
houses in the town, — one for persons in connection 
with the Kirk of Scotland, and the other for such 
as belong to the Presbytery of the United States. 

Both the Gaol and the Court-housel are large 
and plain buildings, quite contiguous to each other, 
and occupying a conspicuous station in an airy and 
elevated part of the city. A large space of ground 
in rear of them, called le Champ de Mars^ is devoted, 
as its name imports, to a parade for the Military, 
and is consequently a promenade much frequented 
by persons of all ranks, especially after the hours 
of business are past, and when the mildness of the 
evening sun invites the inhabitants to enjoy a little 
relaxation in the open air. 
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The Montreal Bank is by far the finestt edifice^ 
either public or private, in. the Canadas, since the 
destruction of the Memsion House Hotels which 
i^as burnt down in 1820, and which cost the pro- 
prietor, Mr. Molson, upwards of £30,000. 

The College, more generally called *^ the Semi- 
nary," is a good-sized, but plain and irregular 
structure^ in which about 120 young men receive 
the rudiments of a liberal education. Their title 
to admission is exceedingly simple — they are only 
required to produce approved testimonials, that 
they profess the Roman Catholic religion. The 
lay-studepts wear long blue frocks, seamed with 
white cloth, and striped worsted sashes round the 
waist. Those who study Divinity, fire distin- 
guished from the rest by black silk or bombazeen 
sashes. 

The Barracks is an inferior building, erected 
for the accommodation of a thousand froops. 

Nelson's monument, which stands at the head of 
the New Market, and nearly opposite the Gaol 
and Court-house, has quite a respectable appear- 
ance ; but, I think, a blunder was committed in 
placing his Lordship's back towards the St. Law- 
rence. The water was the theatre of all his actions, 
— the element on which he acquired his glory, 
fought all his battles, and at length triumphantly 
ended his mortal career, while the waves of the 
ocean chaunted forth his requiem. Why then should 
even the unconscious statue of such a great man be 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 MONTREAL. 

deprived of the pleasure, so to speak, of contem- 
plating a portion of that element which gave 
immortality to its prototype, and will transmit hi» 
name with applause to future generations, so long 
as the waters of the Nile continue to inundate 
the plains of Egypt? This statue, which was 
executed in London, at the expence of the citi- 
zens of Montreal, is plafeed upon a pyramidical 
column, which stands on a square pedestal. At 
the base of the column, on the different angles, 
are allegorical figures of superior workmanship, 
representing the chief attributes of the naval hero. 
Suitable inscriptions are placed on the sides of the 
column ; and, in compartments on each side of the 
pedestal, are bas-reliefs, representing the four prin- 
cipal achievements of the valiant Nelson. The 
monument is inclosed within an iron chain, which 
forms nearly a complete circle. The chain is 
attached, at regular distances, to several cannons, 
which are sunk into the ground to nearly half their 
height. This arrangement serves as a barrier, to 
protect the base of the pillar from the wheels of 
carriages and other vehicles. 

A Monastery was formerly attached to the 
Recollect Church; but as there is now only one 
person belonging to that Order alive in the Pro- 
vince, the Monastery and the ground upon which 
it stood have reverted to the crown, and it has 
occasionally been used as a watch-house or tempo-* 
,rary guard-room for the troops. v 
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-: Beside the buildings already enumerated^ there 
are three Nunneries in Montreal, — that of the 
Blacky the Grey, and the Congregational Orders. 

The Hotel Dieu, in St. Paul Street, is the resi- 
dence of the Black Nuns, and was founded so early 
as 1614, for the reception of the poor, the sick, 
and the maimed : It is still devoted to this bene- 
volent purpose ; and the nuns, belonging to the 
institution, are thirty-six in number. 
' The Grey Nunnery was founded in the year 
1763, for the reception of lunatics, foundlings, 
and other invalids. The establishment consists of 
twenty four sisters. 

, The congregation of Notre Dame, or Our Ladt/y 
whose nunnery is in Notre Dame. Street, was 
founded about the year 1650, for the education of 
young females professing the Roman Catholic 
religion. 

* How much soever the secluded life of a nun may 
seem to be opposed to the spirit of the Gospel, — 
which enjoins those who profess it to " let their 
light so shine before men, that they, seeing their 
good works, may glorify their Father which is m 
heaven," — it is impossible to look upon them in 
this country with any other than charitable eyes* 
Their lives and fortunes are dedicated to the most 
useful €tnd beneficent purposes; and scandal her- 
^If has never, I believe, been able'to collect mate- 
rials of crimination, or with envenomed tongue to 
utter her spite against their chiaracters. . Their 
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lives are, as far em human scrutiny extends, with- 
out blemish* Their course of mercy and benevo- 
lence is like that of a deep river, noiseless: They 
^^ do not their alma before men ;" and, I trust, not- 
withstanding the errors of judgment under which 
they may labour, ^^, their Father who has seen them 
in secret, will hereafter reward them openly.'* — Yet 
it must be regarded as a happy circumstance, that 
the partial seclusion from the world, which, is 
effected by means of these establishments, modi- 
fied as they Bre in Quebec and Montreal, is not 
popular even in Lower Canada. It would cer- 
tainly be most preposterous to encourage the form- 
ation of additional insulated societies of females, 
under solemn vows of perpetual celibacy, in an 
infant colony which requires an increasing popu- 
lation to render it still more flourishing, and in 
which, it will afterwards be shewn, the fair sex fall 
much below their due proportion in point of num- 
ber, and are therefore greatly enhanced in value. 
Resides, all the benefits accruing to the Roman 
Catholic community in these provinces, from the 
institution of nunneries, would be as fully realized^ 
were nOne of the youthful and unthinking' novicei^ 
in them ever to take the veil or to utter rash 
vows before their Maker : Thieir persohal ser- 
vices in another sphere of life would in that ca^^ 
become available, whenever providential eventg 
might call them out of such ar good school of discir 
pline. Without the absurd vows into which the sis- 
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ters are required to enter, the experience which 
they generally gain^ by a long residence in a strictly 
religious society, would be made a great blessing to 
the public : For, on the marriage of the several 
accomplished individuals, and their removal to dis- 
tant parts of the country, the wisdom acquired 
in this way would be more extensively difiused ; 
and, under such restrictions, the establishment of 
Protestant nunneries, how terrifying soever the 
sound may be, would be a real blessing in many king- 
doms in which the Reformed religion is professed* 
— But in the present constitution of Catholic mm- 
neries, all these more diffusive advantages are lost, 
by the indelible disgrace which is studiously made 
to attach to the bare expression of a desire to qui(> 
what is usually called ^^ a Religious House," and 
to abandon ^Hhe infallible guidjance" of their 
ghostly superiors. 

Monreal now contains, as before observed, seve-'* 
ral private buildings, of a very, respectable descrip^ 
tion ; but, instead of' improving the aspect of the 
city, they sprve only to expose the older buildings, 
by a comparison which iheir present low condition 
cannot endure. The stars of the universe would be 
the objects of our highest admiration, if the 
superior radiance of the sun and moon did not 
incline us( to look upon those twinkling orl» as 
the inferior works of the Deity : In like man- 
ner, the untra veiled inhabitants of Montreal would 
still consider their ancient buildings as models of 
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architecture^ had not these more elegant structures 
arisen, 

To shame the meanness of their humble sheds. 

. Montreal is now supplied with water from a 
reservoir, erected for the purpose on the Citadel 
Hill. The water is forced into this reservoir from 
the river, by means of a steam-engine. The con- 
ducting pipes are of cast iron, and are sunk so low 
in the ground, that the water contained in them 
can never freeze. This work was undertaken by 
a Scotch gentleman of the name of Porteous, who 
has, by his indefatigable exertions, realized a splen- 
did fortune in this country. The cistern which 
holds the water, is, I think. One Hundred feet 
above the level of the river. 

There are.two Banking-houses in Montreal ; the 
one, called after the city, with a capital of 260,000 
pounds, and the other, designated the Canada 
Bank, with a capital of 300,000 pounds. Each 
is governed by a President and Directors, who are 
chosen annually. This city was, till lately, destitute 
of these necessary media to commercial enter- 
prize; and it was only after they had long experi- 
enced the inconvenience of the old mode of trans- 
acting their business, that the resident merchants 
entered with spirit into the plan of Banking Com- 
panies, the members of which have been thus 
enabled severally to extend their own cox^cerns. 
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and to afford important assistancis to their reput*> 
able neighbours without injury to themselves. The 
conductors of these Bankings Establishments are 
generally cautious and prudent men, who, while 
lending their influence and a portion of their 
capital to communicate an elasticity to public 
spirit and a facility to money transactions, seem 
anxious to avoid any imitation of their Republican 
friends in those monstrous habits of unguarded 
speculation which have terminated, in many instan- 
ces, in the ruin of the parties interested. In infant 
concerns of this description, an excess of circum- 
spection is perhaps the safer and more laudable 
extreme ; and though such a course will not quickly 
make the fortunes of the members who have em- 
barked their capital, it will gradually produce an 
adequate compensation to them, and will tdtimately 
give a character of credit and stability to their 
restricted issues, that will not be moved by the 
rude shocks to which all affairs of traflSc are occa- 
sionally liable. 

The principal public library is one established 
by subscription, called the Montreal Library. 
It belongs to a number of persons who subscribed 
for shares, to form a capital for the purchase of 
books, and a building for their reception and pre- 
servation. It contains about Eight Thousand 
volume^, among which are many valuable publi- 
cations. Independent of this, there are t^o circu- 
lating libraries, the property of booksellers, both of 
which are tolerably well supplied with new works. 
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These libraries, with nearly a dozen weekly news- 
papers, gome of them printed in French and others 
in English, aiford the lovers of literature an oppor- 
tunity of spending their leisure hours with pleasure 
and profit. 

Two large market-houses with suitable out- 
buildings, erected in difierent parts of the city, 
are a rendezvous for meat, eggs, butter, fish, and 
other articles of general consumption, of which 
the inhabitants can there obtain an abundant 
supply. 

. Montreal, when regarded in a commercial light, 
may be said to be the capital of the Canadas ; but, 
if viewed with respect to its political character, it 
must be deemed much inferior to Quebec. Its 
defenceless and exposed situation renders it, in 
time of war, a place of little, if any, importance to 
the British interest in Canada : And that it remained 
in our possession during the lata war, was, in my 
opinion, a strong proof of the pusillanimity of the 
enemy. The citizens of Montreal would perhaps 
JMiy, that it was a stronger evidence of their own 
bravery, which has been thus tacitly recognized 
even by their republican neighbours; but as the 
annals of their country have not yet recorded 
their heroic deeds, I must beg leave to differ 
from them ; which, I think, may be done, without 
casting any stigma on their fame> either for loyalty 
or heroism. 

Taking the inhabitants of Montreal to be 16,000^ 
which is not, I think, far from correct, nearly 
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10,000 will be found to be of French descent, all 
of whom profess the Roman Catholic religion; 
2,000 Scotch, who are chiefly Presbyterians; 1,500 
^English, the majority of whom are members of 
the Established Church; 1,000 Irish, one half of 
whom are Protestants, and the other half Cath- 
olics; and about 1,500 Americans, whose religion 
ispoliticsy and their God a golden eagle. 'f' 

There are no less than seven steam -boats, which 
. constantly ply on the St. Lawrence between Que- 
bec and Montreal, five of which are nearly as large 
as a forty-gun frigate. They are fitted up in a 
very elegant manner, for the accommodation of 
passengers. On each side of their cabins, some 
of which are large enough to accommodate a 
Hundred persons, there are two rows of births, 
one above thje other. Tbe^e births are supplied 
with excellent bedding and running curtains. 
Separate fi'om the gentlemen's cabin, is one in 
each boat for ladies; in which, however, they 
only sleep, for they take breakfast, dinner, and 
tea, in the common room with the gentlemen. 
;£very possible attention is paid to passengers on 
board of these boats. Servants of every descrip- 
tion are always, in waiting; and tables are daily 
laid out, exhibiting all the delicacies of the season, 
and every luxury which this fruitful country 
p^ffords. In a word, their accommodations of every 
kind are not at all inferior to those which are 

t An American cdin^ value W dollars; 
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to be met with in the most respectable hotels in 
Europe. - The charge to a cabin- passenger, from 
Quebec to Montreal, is three pounds; and from 
Montreal to Quebec, two pounds ten shillings, 
including all necessaries and attendance. These 
vessels generally accomplish, a trip from Montreal 
to Quebec in about twenty-two hours, and return 
in thirty-six, — a circumstance which accounts for 
the difierence in the charges. The steerage-passen- 
gers provide themselves with victuals, and- pay only 
ten shillings each for conveyance. 

But the steam vessels are also now profitably 
employed to an amazing extent in the conveyance 
of heavy goods and merchandize. The- difficulties 
occurring in the navigation of the river between 
Quebec and Montreal, prevent vessels of more than 
260 tons burden, from making the voyage either 
with ease, quickness, or certainty. The only im- 
pulse which they can use, in encountering a strong 
current upwards, is the wind ; and when it is not 
^uite adverse to their course, in many parts of the 
wide stream large ships have room for tacking; 
but, in many other parts, the dangerous shallows 
and rapids hinder them from taking such an advan- 
tage of the varying points of the compass. Their 
progress, therefore, up to Montreal is necessarily 
slow, and liable to numerous interruptions. To 
avoid these inconveniences, it is now become a 
prevailing practice among merchantmen, to unload 
at Quebec that part of their cargoes 'which is des- 
tined for Montreal, and to engage a steam-boat, 
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fit a reasonable rate, to convey it to the latter 
city. 

The wharfs of Montreal, if such they may be 
called, are in a most wretched condition. Vessels 
cannot load or unload without great difficulty and 
excessive labour; and, to render a walk on the 
quays as uninviting as is consistent with commer- 
cial enterprize,.the scavengers are permitted to 
deposit the whole filth of the city in^ their imme* 
diate vicinity. 



Vol. I G 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 
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IllBAllKATION AT LA CHINE FOR PRE SCOTT •—* RAPIDITY OF THE 
ST. LAWRENCE— VESSELS USED IN NAVIGATING IT— ^ LAKE ST. 
LOUIS— CASCADESh-hTHE CEDARS — EXERTIONS OF THE BOATMEN 
•—DURHAM BOATS — CONDUCT OF AN AMERICAN FARMER — 
APPEARANCE OF THE COUNTRY — INHABITANTS — DIVISION- 
LINE OF THE PROVINCE— 'PRESCOTT — OGDENSBURGH*—<BROCK« 
VILLE — KINGSTON — FORT FREDERICK — LAKE OtfTARIO — 
VILLAGES BETWEEN KINGSTON AND YO^K— 'TOWN OF YORK*— « 
GARRISON AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

After remaining a few days in Montreal, I 
returned to Quebec, in order to solicit his Excel- 
lency the Governor for boats to convey the settlers 
to Upper Canada. ' Lord Bathurst's letter to my 
father induced us to believe, that Government 
would provide us with a passage to the land upon 
which we were to be located. But, on our arrival 
at Montreal, we found, that no means had been 
provided for our further conveyance, and that we 
had to perform a journey of more than 600 miles 
at our owu expence. There were at this time in 
La Chine, a village about nine miles from Mont- 
real, more than fifty boats belonging to the Go- 
vernment. The object of my second visit to 
Quebec, was to procure these boats from the 
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Governor. His Grace declared, that^ as Jie had 
no orders on the subject from the Secretary of 
State's oflSce, he could not grant the use of them, 
unless he were to man them himself, and repair any 
damages they might sustain at his own expetice. 
As this excuse appeared plausible enough, I urged 
my request no further, and did not attempt to 
debate the matter, though I was fully convinced 
that we ought to have been provided with some 
means of conveyance, at least to the nearest point 
of Upper Canada. 

I returned to Montreal seven days after my 
departure from it, and embarked at La Chine, with 
my father and his settlers, on the 18th day of 
August, twenty days after our arrival in Quebec. 
, On account of the shallows immediately below this 
village, goods and passengers intended for a higher 
destination up the river, are conveyed by land 
from Montreal. Previous to our leaving La Chine, 
thirty-one of the settlers, dreading the expense of 
transporting their families to the Upper Proviiice, 
separated from lis at the persuasion of Colonel 
Cockbourne, and accepted of a settlement fi*om 
hini at 9r near Perth, about 140 mil^ North West 
of Montreal. 

Owing to the rapidity of the St. Lawrence, 
immediately above Montreal, ship-navigation ter- 
minates at that city. Such is the vehemence of 
the current, in various places, that it is totally 
impossible to ascend the river in vessels of ordinary 
construction'. Batteau^, oir flat-bottomed boats, 
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narrow at bow and stern, and made of pina^boards, 
have therefore been invented, and are foand much 
better adapted to the river than any others. These^ 
boats are about forty feet long and six across the 
centre^ and are navigated by four men and a pilot. 
Each boat carries about five tons, and is provided 
with a small mast and sails, — six setting-poles about 
nine feet long, shod at their lower extremities with 
iron which terminates in a sharp point, — an anchor, 
— and the necessary cooking apparatus. In these 
boats, all the merchandize destined for Uppep 
Canada is conveyed ; and, fitted out in this style, 
they depart from La Chine, four or five of them 
generally forming one party^ They quickly arrive 
in Lake St. Louis, which is formed by the junction 
of the Ottawais, or Grand River, with the St. 
Lawrence. If the wind happens to blow favour- 
ably when they are passing through this Lake, 
they hawl up their sails until they arrive at the 
Cascades, which are about thirty miles from Mont^ 
real. 

At the Cascades, a short canal has been cut and 
locks formed by Government, through which the 
vessels pass, till they attain the head of these rapids, 
after which they proceed without departing from 
the river before they arrive at the Cedars, where, 
again, by means of other loqks, they ascend the mojit 
difficult part of th e rapids. The current between 
the Cascades and the Cedars is so very impetuous, 
that the boat*men are obliged to haye recourse to 
their setting-poles, which they fix in the bed of the 
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riyet; and/ by the pressure of edich man upon his 
own instruments they propel the boat upwards 
with astonishing celerity. These exertions, though 
fatiguing in the extreme, they are often obliged 
to continue for several hours,"f" without intermis- 

t The Canadians who navigate these Batteaux^ have a favourite 
air^ ealled the Boat Song, nvhicfa they always sing whilst rowing 
up and down the river. It commences : 

Dam mon chemin j*ai rencontr^ 
Deux cavaliers tr^'bien mont^i; 

and the refrain to every verse, is 

A Tombre d*un bois je m^en yaii jouer, 
A Tombre d*un bois je in*en vais jouer. 

Moore^ on sailing up the St Lawrence^ endeavoured^ as lie 
says, to harmonize this air, by writing the foUbwing stanzas : 

Faiktly as tolls the evening chline. 

Our voices keep tune, and our oars keep time ; 

Soon as the woods on shore look dim, 

We^ll sin^ ai St. Anne's our parting hymn. 
Row, brothers, row ! the stream runs fast. 
The rapids are near, and the day-light^s past ! 

Why should we our sail unfurl ? 

There is not a breath the blue wave to curl ; 

But when the wind blows off the shore, 

Oh ! sweeny we'll rest our weary oar. 
Blow, breezes, blow! the. stream runs fast. 
The rapids are near, and the day-light's past ! 

Ottawai's tide ! this trembling moon 

Shall see us float over thy surges jsoon. 

Saint of this green isle ! bear our prayers ! 

Oh ! grant us cool heavens and favouring airs ! 
Blow, breezes, blow ! the stream runs fast. 
The rapids are near, and the day-light's past ! 

g3 
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sion ; and, not unfrequently, even their best endea- 
vours in this way prove abortive. When this is 
the case, they make a rope fa&t to the bow of the 
boat ; and, leaving only the pilot on board, they 
plunge into the water and tow her by main 
strength up the foaming cataracts. This is the 
manner in which they perform the arduous pas- 
sage, which, though only 120 miles^ they seldom 
accomplish in less than ten days. How the men 
who are employed in this difficult navigation 
exist, without ruining their constitutions, is a mys- 
tery which I am utterly unable to explain. They 
are compelled, almost every hour, when actually 
melting with heat and fainting through fatigue^ 
to jump into the water, frequently up to their 
arm-pits^ and to remain in it towing the boats, 
until they are completely chilled. They then have 
recourse to the aid of ardent spirits, of which on 
all occasions they freely partake, and^ in a few 
minutes, are once more bathed in perspiration. 

The author of these beautiful lines observes : " Without that charm 
which association gives to et^ry little memorial of scenes or feelings 
that are past, the melody may perhaps be thought common and tri- 
fling ; but I remember, when we have entered at sunset upon one 
of those beautiful lakes into which the St. La^vrence so gradually 
and unexpectedly opens, I have heard this simple air with a plea- 
sure which the finest compositions of the first masters have never 
given me; and now, thsins is not a note of it which does not 
recal to my memory the dip of our oars in the St. Lawrence, the 
flight of our boat down tile Rapids, and all those new and fanci- 
ful impressions to which my heart ^as alive, during the whole of 
this very interesting vovagc" 
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The principal rapids between Montreal and Tre»- 
cott, are the Cedars and the. Cascades already 
mentioned, the Coteau du Lac, and the Lonq 
Sault, the latter of which are about nine miles in 
extent ; and, though they are seldom ascended in 
less than a day, boats have been known to descend 
through their whole length in fifteen minutes. 

While about 140 of the settlers took their pas-» 
sage from La Chine in what the Canadians call 
" Durham-boats," my father and his family, with 
the remainder of the settlers, embarked in a ves-^ 
sel of the same description. The accommoda- 
tions which this boat afforded were so poor, 
that our situation, during the thirteen days of 
our voyage from La Chine to Prescott, was in 
reality ^^ below the reach of envy/' To make 
room for my mother and the children, in the 
wretched little hole of a cabin, my brother and I 
were frequently obliged to sleep on the shore in 
the open air, — the refreshing zephyrs being our 
only curtains, and the *^ spangled heavens, a srhinn 
ing frame," our resplendent canopy. Taverns 
are undoubtedly found in many parts along the 
banks of the river ; but as the boats do not always 
stop in the neighbourhood of those refectories, we 
seldom had any other method of reposing our 
weary bodies, than the one to which I have now 
alluded. 

One night in particular, when we felt the air 
rath^ too cool for sleeping on the ground, my 
brother and I, with three of the settlers, solicited 
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permission of a Canadian ftii^mer^ to lie on the 
door of his kitchen. This request^ though humble 
and moderate^ was peremptorily refused. We 
asked for neither bed nor blanket, meat nor drink^ 
but barely for leave to stretch our fatigued limbs on 
the uncovered boards, yet even this was denied. 
We were in the act of quietly returning to the boat^ 
when, on approaching the door of his stable, we 
found it open, entered, and had but just discovered 
some clean straw upon which we designed to 
recline our heads for the night, when, — ^^ Teil it noi 
in Goth f Publish it not in Askelon .'" — ^the owner 
stalked in, and, on recognizing us, commanded 
our instant departure. Marchez done tout de suite / 
was re-iterated half a dozen times in less than a 
minute, and Sacrez vous, hommes Anglois ! rounded 
every period. We were therefore compelled to 
decamp, and to take our usual nightly station upon 
the shore. 

This little incident banished sleep from my eyes ; 
and I spent the greater part of the night in the in- 
dulgence of the most gloomy reflections. That 
fondly-bdoved isle, where the genius of hospitality 
continually bolds her court and freely spreads her 
social influence, again recurred to my memory : I 
thought of her humblest sons, ^^ generous and 
humane, sons of benevolence and toil, whose hard 
labour just gives what life requires, but gives no 
more; yet, who, with the ever-ready smile of 
heart-felt sympathy, are ^^illing to share that hard^ 
earned little with the weary traveller whom chance 
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directs ib their thireslioldy or necessity throws 
upon their tounty*"—*^ Oh Erin T' I involuntarily 
exolnimed, ^^ wduH the nu»t depraVed and aban- 
^ doned. profligate Uiat finds an asylum on thy 
^^ saint-troddeh shore^ drive £roxn his door amto who 
*^ was consecrated by the sacred title of strA^igrr T 
^^ Would he refuse him a night's lodging on the 
^ litter of his horses ? Ah, no t though too frequently 
^^ himself lowered by bis vices and his folly to the 
^ level of a beast, — though apparently destitute of 
^ every principle that ennsibles humanity, or feeds 
*^ the inviolable flame of friendship, — yet would hd 
^> pause amid liis wild career at the hallowed name 
^ of stranger ! and the first impulse of his heart 
•^ would bring to light the latent spark of human 
^ kindness : He would wcilcome him i6 his cottage, 
^^ and share with him his bed, his food, his rai« 
" ment, — nay, his last shilling, if necessity required 
^* it, — efe he would spurn him from his door with 
" the sneer of imaginary superiority.'' ^ 

We were from the l8th of August to the 1st of 
September, in accomplishiiig this voyage of only 
120 miles. I think I may say^ without any dan- 
ger of hyperbole, that, during this short period, 
each of us encountered greater difficulties, endured 
more privations, a|id submitted to stronger proofs 
of our fortitude, than had been our lot in all the 
preceding years of our liv^s. W^were obliged by 
day, in consequence of the great weight of our 
luggage, to assist the sailors in towing the boat up 
the rapids, often up to out arm-pits in Water ; and. 
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by night, to Yest our enervnted and shiteritig liBibii> 
on the inhospitable shores of this riyer of cataracts* 
On the ninth day of our amphibious journey, my 
brother and I, with several of the settlers, for the* 
^soike of a little variety, left the boat and walked a 
few miles along the banks of the St. Lawrence. 
As we were entirely unacquainted with the coun* 
try, we resolved to kwp as close as possible to 
the shore, which in 'tills part is completely covered 
with thick woods. When we had walked about a 
mile, our progress waa interrupted by a large 
tract of swampy land, which we found to be totally 
impassable. Before we had reached the head of 
the swamp, and once more gained the shore, the 
boat was out of sight. However, we pursued our 
route along the bank until night approached, wh^n 
we perceived a light, about two miles down the 
river, which we concluded to be that of the boat. 
This conjecture proved to be correct. It appear- 
ed, that, hi our hurry to overtake her, we had 
over-reached the mark, and got too far a-head. 
As the night was dark, we whistled, halloed, and 
fired off our guns, hoping to induce them to 
pull up, and take us aboard. But all our efforts 
proved ineffectual : We could neither make them 
hear us nor understand our signals. At lengths 
one of our party observed a house abQut. half a 
mile above us,^ — a discovery which affbrded ^no 
small degree of pleasure. We had walked nearly 
ten miles through, a dismal forest, over swamps 
and marshes, and were hungry axid fatigued* 
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A few moments before^ we iMid no prospect of 
discovering even a dry spot of land, on which we 
might lay ourselves down to rest. Nothing 
appeared 

But matted woods^ where birdt forget to ning, 
And 8il6nt bats in drowsy clusters ding. 

Judge then^ .what must have been our feelings on 
beholding a human habitation ! For a human one 
it was, though its title to humanity was founded 
solely on the fact of its being the abode of man, 
without the. least reference to the gentleness of his 
nature. . When we entered within the door, and 
informed the owner, who was an American, of 
the circumstances which obliged us to become 
intruders and to claim his hospitality, he mut* 
tered out a few words with unfeeling frigidity, 
the purport of which was, thai we might lie upon 
the flooTy if we pleased. It was then about 
nine o'clock; and from that hour, until eleven, 
when they retired to bed, I do not recollect that 
we had the pleasure of any further conversation 
either with our host or his lady. WJien they 
withdrew from the apartment, we were left sole 
monarchs of the kitchen ; but our throne was, in 
one respect, like that which the sycophantic 
courtiers of King Canute urged him to usurp,— it 
was covered with coarse sand, and presented no 
very agreeable aspect, as a resting-place, to us, 
who presumed to think that we had done sufficient 
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]|>eniiiice for our troiisgiressioas ia thi» country, by 
the aufferjugs which we necessarily endured in the 
day, during th^. course of our unfortunate peram- 
bulations. It was some time before we could 
reconcile ourselves to the idea of lying down on 
the rough kitchen-floor ; but at length the god of 
dreams prevailed ov^ all our apprehensive sensi- 
bilities, and compelled us to assume a recumbent 
posture. I converted my hat . iito a pillow, and 
my cravat into a dap or turban; and, after pro- 
mising my companions in tribulation a glass of rum 
in the morning, by way of toasting American 
hospitality, I fell asleep, but awoke, some time 
before dayi^break,^ with sore sides and an aching 
head. 

From the perusal of such incidents as these, you 
will probably form a very low and indiiferetit 
opinion of Canadian hospitality ; justice, however, 
constrains me to remark, that the people who live 
on the shores of the SL Lawrence, have so fre- 
quently been imposed upon, plundered, and other- 
Ivise injal- treated by various evil-disposed emigrants 
in their progress to the Upper Province, that, if 
we had experienced even worse treatment than 
this which I have related, it ought not, under 
such provoking circuinstances, io excite much 
astonishment. ' * 

The country, on each side of the river between 
Prescott and Montreal^ is similar in appearance 
to that between the latter city and Quebec, with 
this diflference,r^that the houses above Montreal 
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are much inferior to those below. For about 
sixty miles beyond Montreal, almost all the inhd^ 
bitants are of French extraction, and still speak the 
language of their ancestors. They scarcely udder-* 
stand a word of English, and seem to be of very 
humble origin. Their habitations are constructed, 
in the style of cottages ; and, though they cer-^ 
tainly are not reproachable M^ith any great degree 
of ta^e ill design, or of elegance in their execution, 
they have a just claim to honourable mention fof 
the compensating attributes of cleanliness^ and of 
neatness^ if not of refinemBni, in the simple decor- 
ations of their interiors/ The traveller whd may 
have occasion to cross their thresholds, willseldom 
witness the semblance of poverty or the shadow of 
discontent. Since my arrival in thd country/ I 
have not beheld a single trace of anxiety or' ca^i» 
in the countenances of the people; In th^ city, 
the ibwni the villiEtge^ and the open douhtry, every 
eye sparkles with contenfmeliit^ and every tongue 
speaks the language of independence. If the 
maxim of our ethic poet be correct, that 

Reiuon's whole plessure, all the jqyt cf sense^ 

Lie in three wordi^^ \iiALTH, PtACE, afid coMPEtENcr^ 

I do not wonder at beholding such * ati invariable 
picture of enjoyment in the looks of the Canadians ; 
for they certainly possess, to a perfection which 
cannot be surpassed, every one of those integral 
ingredients in th0 happiness of man^^ which the 
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]^oet has thus tersefy described. Alas ! how different 
the scene or your side of the Atlantic! How 
meliuicfadfy Hie contrast to an Irishman! How 
daHghtfttUy, yet monrnfally exhilarating to a Ca- 
nadian, if, from a knowledge of the unhappy con- 
dition of our unfortunate countrymen, he should 
make the comparison, and find in it an inducement 
to ^^ bless his happier lot !" 

» The line which divides the Upper from the 
Lower Province of Canada, intersects the St. 
Lawrence at about 66 miles West of Montreal. 
From this line as far as Prescott, you have Upper 
Canada on the North, and the State of New York 
on the South shore. 

The only villages between Montreal and Pres- 
cott, are La Chine, and Point Clear ; the latter of 
which is 18 miles from Montreal. It has a Church 
and Parsonage-house ; contains about 100 inhabi- 
tants, all of whom are Roman Catholics ; and is the 
only dirty village in the Lower Province. 

The village of the Cedars consists of a* few 
houses, inhabited chiefly by mechanics. 

CoTEAi; DU Lac is equally small, but of more 
importance as a military post, a fort having been 
erected in its immediate vicinity for the pro- 
tection of the trade upon the river, and for the 
purpose of intercepting the passage of an enemy, 
whether ascending or descending. 

Cornwall, which is dignified with the appella- 
tion of a town, is more extensive than either of the 
two just mentiotied. It is 86 miles from Montreal; 
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and has a Gaol, a Oonrt*hoiise, a Roman Catholic 
Chapel, and a Presbyterian Meeting-home. It 
contains about 60 houses, and nearly 200 injbiHt- 
ants, and is the town of Assize for the Eastc^mi 
District. 

In Prescott, which contains about 150 inhabit- 
ants, there is a military fort, called " Fort Wel- 
lington/' At this place ship-navigation re-oom- 
mences, and continues as far as the Falls of Niagara, 

We remained two days at Prescott; and, onth^ 
third of September, we embarked for York , on 
board a small schooner, called *^ the Caledonia.'^ 
We performed this voyage, which is a distance of 
260 miles, in six days. 

The St. Lawrence between Prescott and Kings- 
ton presents an aspect the most wild imd £Eincifu}« 
T%e hake of the thousand Isles, which is situate 
between them, exhibits a delightful combination 
of the varied scenery of nature^ It has all the fea- 
tures of the placid, the picturesque, and the 8ub<* 
lime, with a striking intel*mixture of the savage 
and the uncouth. While slowly gliding up tfee 
translucent stream, the stranger observes the Norv^ 
thern shores thickly settled : The lowly cpttftg^ 
and the stately mansion alternately attract : his 
notice. The bustle and activity of life axe ev^ry 
where visible upon the land ; while, upon the lake, 
all is solemn stillness and cheerless solitude* Hufir 
dreds of little islands, assuming every variety of 
form, and covered with stunted tr0es of idnjost 
every species, are spread overihe watery je^paiftS^b 
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and aff(H*d a finished iipecinden of that peoirliar sort 
of scenery, whieh is prodjaoed when the several 
principles and causes pf vegetatiooot are Hot oonsen- 
taneous^-^when the sefe.d is planted by the hand of 
nature in a sterile soil^ and fertilizing rains^ warm* 
ing suns^ and fostering breezes: Severally contribute 
their appointed ' quota of natural assistance, but 
seem to lose much of their accustomed efficacy by 
having no suitable objects on which to operate. 
The rocky arid barren soil of these islands invites 
not the hand of indilstry, to redeem them from 
their Unprdkluctiveries^ ; nor do their unfrequented 
retreats discover to the beholder even a solitary 
wig- warn. They are the abode of silence, and the 
resting-place of solitude. Tl^ contemplative ob- 
server cannot view them without some feelings of 
regret : While his eye roves with delight ovw 
tfpots of earth disposed into all imaginary shapes'^ 
in which matchless beauty and proo& of skilful de^ 
sign aie apparent in eVery direction ; his judgment 
detects the fallacy of his sight, and he laments to 
find thesie picturesque creation^ yielding noising for 
supplying the wants of man; but such products 
only AS serve to gratify his euriotis vision. Sceurcely 
can he restrain the wish, presumptuous though it 
be, that Providence, in its wisdom, had distin- 
guished this portion of the universe by something 
of greater utility and of more subsftantial excel; 
lerice. 

Immediately opposite the town of Prescott, on 
the shore^ of the United States is the town pf 
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Ogdensburgfa ; and 12 miles hifrher up^ on the Cana* 
da shore, stands the delightful village of Brock- 
viLLE, so called in hcmour of the late lamented Sir 
Isaac Brock. This enchanting little spot unites ih 
its situation every l)eauty of nature. In front of 
it flows the river St. Lawrence, interspersed with 
numerous Fslands, variously formed and thickly 
wooded: Behind it, Ls an assemblage of wtall 
hills, rising one above another in ^^ gay theatric 
pride :" . And^ on each side, are a number of well- 
cleared farms in an advanced state of cultivation. 
Every thing combines to render it pre-eminently 
beautiful. The dwellings are built of wood, and 
tastefully painted ; and the Court-house, on an 
elevated situation at the back of the village, seems, 
from its superior size^ to be the guardi^in of the 
villagers,— an idea of my fancy, which I did not 
seek to confirm by entering within its doors. 
Brock ville contains 450 souls : It has a Parsonage- 
house, but no Church has hitherto been erected. 

Sixty-seven miles from Prescott, And seventy- 
xune from Brockville, is the town of Ejingston, in 
lat. 44 deg. 8 min^ North, and 76 deg. 40 min. 
Wep^t longitude. This town was built in 1784, and 
is now a place of great importance to the British 
Interests in Canada. It is the naval dep6t of the 
Upper Province, and is strongly protected by a 
fort called " Fort Frederick.'' In Kingston har- 
bour, which is deep and well-sheltered, there are 
•several large ships, particularly the St. Lawrence 
of 102 gunsy which is said to have cost the immense 
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ftum of 300,000 pounds. Some of th^ie vessels 
were construt^ted. iu England, and sent to Quebec 
in . frame ; whferice they were transported to 
Kingston at an enormous ekpence^ On board of the 
Various boats. already describeil. The carriage of 
the Psyche frigate alone, from Quebec to Kings- 
ton, is said tb have cost £12,000. What could 
induce government to build sjiips in England, where 
timber is so dear, for the service of Canada.? The 
policy of thia arrwigement, like the unpi^ofitable 
speculation of ^^ sending coals to INTewcaisitliB," is a 
mystery which could not be solved by the best^ 
informed men in the Canadas. A sufficient number 
oi mechanics, to construct ^ very ship necessary for 
*he lake-service might have be^a isent out, for one- 
fourth of the expehce incurred by the bare trans^ 
portation of a single frigate from Quebec to 
•Kingston. 

- Kingston, although the largest Ibwn in the Upper 
Province, contains only 2^336 inhabitants, most of 
whom are the descendants of those loyalists who 
sought an toylum in Canada after the revolutionary 
war. The rest are English, Irish and Scotch, with 
a few Germans and Frenchmen. The stre^t^, are 
laid but with considerable regularity ; but the 
houses, like almost all others in the Canadas, are 
very irregularly built. In consequence of theneg- ' 
lected condition of the roads in this as well as in 
every other part of the Province, it is itcarcely 
possible in wet weiither t» walk out without sticks 
jng fast in the mire. The jpublic buildings of 
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Kingston are of tiuch an inferior deicriptioui as 
scarcely to be worthy of notice: They ore, the 
Protestant Episcopal Churph, the- Presbyterian 
Meeting-house, the Methodist Chapel, the Boman 
Catholic Church, the Barracks, the Gaol, and the 
Court-house. 

Lake Ontario, to which Kingston servev as a 
kind of entrance, is situated between 43 and 44 
deg. North lat. and between 10 and 83 deg. West 
longitude. Its length is 171 miles, its breadth 69 
and a half, and its circumference 467. The depth 
of the water varies exceedingly, but is seldom lest 
than three or more than 50 fathoms ; although in 
the centre of the lake, soundings have been made 
with a line of 360 fathoms, without finding a bot* 
tqm. It is often visited with violent storms, whicli 
render its navigation peculiarly dangerous; and 
though none except experienced seamen ought to 
be entrusted with the management of the craft 
which . sail upon its wide but deceitful bosom> yet 
many fellows have obtained the command of ves- 
sels who dre utterly ignorant of every thing, con- 
nected with navigation. The waters of this kke^ 
as well as those of Lakes Errie,. Huron, and Supe- 
rior, rise to a considerable height in every 36 years* 
In 1816 Ontario was seven feet higher, than it is 
known to have been, for upwards of 30 years bet 
fore that time. Does not this form a very inters 
esting subject for the speculations of the ntitural 
philoso^pher? While the waters of these lakes never 
rise or fall more than 8 or 10 inches above or beloW 
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their usual height, excepting at these gtated 
periods, what cause can be assigned for the pro- 
duction of such a bbdy of water as is sufficient fo 
effect this extraordinary change ? 

Between Kingston and York, there are two or 
three' very small villages, the largest of which is 
Belleville, containing about One Hundred and 
Fifty inhabitants. 

York is the seat of government for Upper 
Canada, and is situated on the North side of Lake 
Ontario, in 43 degi*ees 33 minutes North latitude, 
and 79 degrees 20 minutes West longitude. Its 
harbour, which is a very extensive one, is formed 
by a long narrow peninsula, commonly called 
Gibraltar Point. Though York is the capital of 
an extensive colony, it would in Europe be con- 
sidered but a village. Its defenceless situation; 
which cannot be much improved, renders it of 
little importance in time of war. It was captured 
by the Americans, on the 27tli of April, 1813: 
They hdd not, however, held possession of it many 
days, when they evacuated it, having first de- 
strayed all th^ public buildings. 

Tlie Garrison is about a mile West of the town : 
and consists of a barrack for the troops, a residence 
for the commanding officer,^ a battery and two 
block-houses,^ which are intended for the protection 
of the harbour. In the year 1793, there was only 
tmt wig- warn on the present site of this town. It 
now contains One Thousand Three Hundred and 
Ttirtyrsix inhabitants, and about Two Hundred 
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and Fifty houses, many of which exhibit ^ very 
neat appearance. The public buildings are, b^ 
Protestant Episcopal Church, a Roman Catholic 
Chapel, a Presbyterian and a Methodist Meeting* 
house, the Hospital, the Parliament-house, and 
the residence of the Lieutenant Governor. 
, The Episcopal Church is a plain timber building, 
of tolerable sjse, with a small steeple of the same 
material. It has an extensive burial-ground, which 
is tastefully fenced and planted. 

The Roman Catholic Chapel, which is not yet 
completed, i» a. brick edifice, and intended to be 
very magnificent. 

The Parliament-House, erected in 1820, is a 
large and convenient brick building, finished off 
m the plainest possible manner. 
. The York Hospital is the most extensive public 
building in the Province ; and its external appear* 
ance is very respectable. 

The house in which the Lieutenant Governor 
resides, is built of Wood ; and, though by no means 
contemptible, is much inferior to some private 
bouses in the town, particularly to that of the Ho- 
nourable and Reverend Dr. Strachan. .Many of the 
Law and Government ofiicers have very elegant 
seats in and about the town ; and, with few excep- 
tions, they are built of wood and assume a most 
inviting aspect. 

The streets of York are regularly laid out, 
intersecting each other at right angles. Only one 
of them, however^; is yet completely built ; and, 
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in wet weather, the unfinished streets are, if pos^ 
sible, muddier and dirtier than those of Kingston. 
The situation of the town is very unhealthy;")" for 
it stands on a piece of low marshy land, which isf 
better calculated for a frog-pond, or beaver-meadow^ 
than for. the residence of human beings. The 
inhabitants are, on this account, much subject, 
particularly in Spring and Autumn, to agues and 
intermittent fevers ; and probably five-sevenths 
of the people are annually afflicted with these com- 
plaints. He who first fixed upon this spot as the 
Rite of the capital of Upper Canada, whatever pre- 
dilection he may have had for the. roaring, of frogSj 
or for the effluvia arising from stagnated waters and 
putrid vegetables, can certainly have had no very 
great regard for preserving the lives of his Majesty's 
subjects. The town of York possesses one great 
advantage, which is that of a good but defenceless 
harbour. 

t This 18 according to the common opinion^ which receives 
some countenance from the effects upon the inhabitants. But it 
will be seen, in the subsequent pages, that no general rule, even 
on this subject^ is without exception, and that marshy situations 
ar« not unwersally unhealthy. \ 
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LETTER VI. 

CHOICE Of A SETTLBMENT— ADVICE OF COLONEL THOllAS^ TALBOT 
^— THE colonel's ECCENTRIC HABITS*— 4pllEtERENCE OF THE 

township of london progress towards this point op 

settlbment — the country on the rivbr otjse— villages 
belonging to the indians of the six nations-— interview 
with one of the native catechists — arrival at port 
talbot— disaster which befel my father's party on lake 

erie — joyful meeting departure from port talbot to 

westminster — situation of the township of l0ndon<^it8 
distance from lake erie and other points-— its bounda- ' 
riesr— form and extent — first day and niohl^ on our 
american estate-^wolf-hunt in the morning-r-operations 
and stay in the woods previous to the arrival of the 
"family. 

/ 

/ 

\VheN ,we arrived at York^ my father waited on 
the Lieutenant Goviemor^ and handed him the^, 
order for. land which we had received from Earl 
Ba^tharst. His Excellency told him, that he might 
select his land from any township in the Province 
at that time r open for location ; but assured him^ 
tjiat as he had himself been only a short time in 
the qpuntry, it was out of his power to recommend 
any particular division to his notice. He then 
referred my father to the Surveyor-^general ; and 
also gave him a l<^tter of introduction to that offi-^^ 
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cer, directing him to afFord us such information as 
might be required. We called upon the Surveyor- 
general accordingly, but obtained little satisfactory 
intelligence. 

A short time afterwards, my father met with 
Colonel Thomas Talbot, brother of Richard W. 
Talbpt, Esq,, of Malahide Castle, County of 
Dublin. The Colonel came to this country about 
thirty years ago, an officer, if I mistake hot, in 
the Fifth regiment of foot. During the period of 
his being stationed here, he became so much 
attached to the woods and wilds of Canada, that, 
on his return home, he felt half dissatisfied with 
bis native country^ and seemed with the port to 
exclaim, 

O for a lodge in some viiBt wilderness^ 
Some boundless contiguity of shade ! 

He therefore sold his commission, and obtained 
a grant of 100,000 acres of land, under the con- 
dition, that he should place a settler upon every 
Two Hundred acres. He selected this extensive 
tract on the Northern borders of Lake Erie, about 
One Hundred and Fifty miles South West of York. 
In the year 1802, when there was not a single 
Christian habitation within forty miles of his own 
estate, the Colonel commenced a settlement under 
the most discouraging and inauspicious circum- 
stances imaginable. He called his domain Port 
Talbot, and, in eight or ten years, saw a thriving 
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Retllement^griadually rise up around him.' But h© 
has not yet been able to fulfil his engagement, with 
the government; nor is it likely that he will, if he 
continue to estimate his land at its present price, 
— three dollars pet acre for 160 acres, and 50 acres 
gratis. 

The Colonel is perhaps one of the most eccentric 
characters on the whole continent. He not only 
lives a life of cheerless celibacy, but enjoys no 
httman society whatever. So great was his aver- 
sion to the fair sex, that, for many years after his 
arrival at Port Talbot, he refused to hire a feniale 
servant, but milked his own cows, fnade his own 
butter, end jperformed eyery other function of 
kitchen-maid> house-maid, cook, and dairy- woman. 
"h it not rather strange, that, a British officer of. 
such high rank in the army, and respectable con- 
nections iii civil life, should be induced to settle, 
in the pathless wilderness, where he is totally 
excluded from society, unless he should associate, 
with a class of people whom he considers entirely, 
beneath him, and with whom he has never yet in 
any respect confederated? Beipg a Member of 
the Legislative Council of Upper Canada, he gdes 
to York once or twice in the year : These visits, 
and an occasional one to England' at intervals of 
five or six years, serve lo rub off the rust con-, 
tracted in his lonely cottage and to remind him, 
that the world is still as merry as it was when he, 
figured in its gayest circles. .. j 
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!from.the Colonel's extensive knowl^ge of the ^ 
country, iny father considered him to be well 
qualified for giving advice respecting the choice of 
a settleinent. He therefore made him acqimi'nted 
with our circumstances, and want of information. 
The Colonel mentioned several settlements as eli^ 
gible ; but particularly recommended the township 
of London, a tract of land- surveyed^ many years v 
ago by order of General Simooe, the first Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Upper Canada. It was there- * 
fore agreed, that we should immediately proceed ^ 
to Loi^don; and, on the 11th of Seipt^inber, bur 
wliole party set off for Niagara, on board th^ same 
schooner tha:t brought us from Prescott.- 

Niagara is forty miles from: York '; aud^ from 
Niagara, they proceeded to QueeiatoWii,'a distance 
of seven miles, by water« Thence to Fort Eifie,> 
thirty-six miles, by land ; thence to Port Talbot, 
One Hundred and Sixteen mites, by water; and 
thence to London, thirty^four miles^ by land;^ — 
making in the whole, from York to^ ^iondon. Two 
Hundred and Thirty-^three milesJ It was after- 
wards discovered, that, by going to thje head of 
Lake Ontario^ and then travelling about ninety 
miles by land, they might have pc^rformed the 
journey in One Hundred and Thitty-five miles, at 
a much less expence, and with far greater exp^i- 
tion. But as they were ignorant of the country, 
and trusted implicitly, to. the directions of othersy 
they fell into a circuitous route. 
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Weary of travelling by water, I separated from 
tfie party at York, and proceeded Iby land to Port 
Talbot, where I agreed to rejoin ihem. The road[ 
from York to Port Talbot, for the first fifty miles, 
runs nearly in a South West course, through ec 
thiokly-settlad country, the soil of which is light 
and sandy, and therefore not susceptible of any 
great improvement. Several small rivers, whose* 
banks are an imniense height and nearly perpen- 
dicular, intersect this part of the country, and 
render travelling an undertaking of difficult ahd 
dangerous performance.- Horses, in ascending and 
descending these steep banks, frequently take 
flight, and are sometimes dashed to pieces, in spite 
of the best exertion^ of their drivers. From the^ 
head of Lake ' Ontario- to the Grand River Ouse, 
the road takes a Western direction ; and thence to 
the township of Wo6dhouse, its inclination is 
Southern : but from Woodhouse to Port Talbot, it 
preserves a South Western course. 

On the banks of the Grand Riv-er Ouse, twenty- 
one miles from Diindas, I passed through several 
villages, inhabited by the Six Nations of Indians^ 
These villages, which, from their proximity to 
each other, appear to be comprised in one Sc^ttle- 
ment, arecomposed of about Two Hundred houses, 
which contain nearly 1,500 inhabitants. The land 
upon which they reside, is some of the most fertile 
in the whole Province. It \<ras given to the Indi- 
ans of the Five Nations,— who have since admitted 
another .nation to participate in alt their rights and^ 
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im|]aunitie«,---imm(5diately after the revolutionary 
war, as Q, compensation for lands which they 
had forfeited in the United States, by their adher- 
ence to the Royal cause. Six miles on each side 
of the river, from its source to its inouth, origi- 
nally composed their grai;it; but th^y have since 
sold several townships to different individuals. 
Still, howevejr, they retain a quantity of land suffi- 
cient, u^der proper cultivation, for the mainte- 
nance of half a million of people. In one of the 
Indian villages, a very neat church has been erected 
at th^ expence of the supreme Government. It is 
greatly superior, in workmanship as well as in size> 
to many of the parish Churches in Great Britain and 
Ireland. The pulpit is situate at the upper extre- 
mity of the aisle ; and is surmounted with the 
Royal Arms of England, executed^ if I rightly 
recollect, in bas-relief. On the right side of th^ 
pulpit, the Lord's Prayer and the ApostJ(-Bs' 
Creed are tastefully gilt upon aground of. black 
timber, in the Indian language ; and, on the left, 
appears the Decalogue, in a similar style. A 
Clergyman of the Establishment occasionally per- 
forms divine service in the Church ; and when he 
is absent, his place in the pulpit is supplied by an 
Indian, whom his own countrymen dignify with 
ihe title of «VDr. John.'' This worthy Divine, 
in the absence of the English Clergyman, affords 
his brethren a specimen of his oratorical abilities ; 
but it is very evident, that the Gospel has not yet 
obtained much, influence in the hearts^ of. theses 
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Indiaris, or in that of the native preacher: It 
cannot therefore be supposed to e:^eToise any great 
control over their conduct. 

As I happened to be at this village on the Sab^ 
bath, and felt curious to see uncivilized men 
engaged in the worship of the Deity, I called upon 
Dr. John, and requested to know, if there would 
be any service in the forenoon. He had little the 
appearance of a minister of that gospel, the principle 
of which is, " Peace upon earth, and good-will 
towards men ;" for he was bu^^-ily engaged in whet^ 
ting a tomahawk, and replied to my question with 
the utmost indiiferenoe r ^* I meant," said he, ^^ to 
*^ havQ had a meeting to-day, but I lost my spec- 
*^ tacles in a frolic last night, and cannot, therefore^ 
^* preach again, till Mr. Slmith^f gets his goods 
^^ from Montreal." — ^ I asked him, if the eyes of 
his understanding were not suflSciently enlightened, 
to render him, in a great degree, independent df 
external aids. — " O yes," said he, '^ but we are 
f^ not Methodists ; we do* not preach, like fool^, 
f^ without a book. If that were our practice, we 
** think we could excel our extemporaneous breth- 
*^ ren as mtich in the art of true eloquence^ as they 
^' excel us in self-confidence and vain-ghry. But 
^^ we are more enlightened than they are, and 
^* know how liable poor human nature is to err: 
^^ We therefore study diligei^tly what we have to 
^ «ay, before we. attempt to promulgate our opi> 

f A neighbouring Shoplcteeper, . 
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*^ nions in public.'^— I perceived vanity to be "the 
predoininating featiirb in the character of this per- 
son ; and, after I had conversed with him a short 
time on various unimportant topics, I bade him 
Farewell, with a strong impression on my mind of 
the gireat diflSxjuIty which must always attend the 
moral and religious instruction of a people who 
imagine, that they are alrra^dy possessed of a degree 
^f knowledge which seldom falls to the lot even 
of civilized ^man. There must unquestionably be 
-sbuethingin the soil or the air of America, friendly 
to the growth of vanity ; for, from the most unen- 
lightened wanderer of the forest, to the^most ex- 
alted chWacter on this extensive continent, it is a 
feeling which pervades every mind, and is the 
grand characteristic by which an American, whe- 
ther he be wliite or brown, may be distinguished 
from a native of any other country on the face of 
-the earth. 

After crossing the Grand River, the country^ 
f6r many miles, has a very delightful aspect. On 
^ach aide of the road, extensive plains, thinly 
planted apparently by the hand of man, spread far^ 
ther than the eye can reach, Midaflfbrd a pleasing 
contrast tpthe sombre gloom which hangs, like the 
shadow of darkness, over the greater pwt of this 
:extensive continent. These plains are almost 
wholly^ uniilhaUted, alfhongh possassed of many 
superior luivahtages. But the Want of timber and 
water for domestic purposes, and the inferiority of 
the soil, which is light and sandy, render them of 
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little comparative, value. To the traveller alone^ 
wearied with his wanderings through interminably 
forests^ these beautiful plantations and flower- 
covered fields afford an exhilarating prosppot* 
Towards Long Point, in the neighbourhood of 
which there are also similar extensive plains^, the 
country on each side of the road is tolerably well 
settled; but the houses of public entertainment 
afford the most wretched accommodations, and 
exhibit an appearance, both inside, and out^ which 
by no menus induces., one to. form apy great opinicm 
of jDanadian Hostelri^s* 

. I rwiJhed.Port ;Talbot, on the 16th of September, 
land found thai my friends had not arrived. As I 
wais sitting a while after in a tavern, contiguous to 
the r^ver^ wJbere I expected to have met with my 
father a^d his family, a lady and geipitleman rode up 
to the door,, Wh«i the \^dj entere4> I rose and 
lianded heraseat; the gentleman next appeared, and> 
on seating himself, enqnired, as is customar}|: in this 
country^ whether I was travelling East or West ? 
I iold him, thatlJiad already explored as much of 
the Western country as I then intended : and added 
that, during the la^t fpujr months, I had travelled 
from within seven degrees of the Royal Ob^rva^ 
tory,at;Greenwich, and that it wpn not my design 
to go much &rthf^r into the country,^ until I had 
j»seen my firiendsi^-r-wbom I daily expected froip the 
East,— safely and wmfortably settled a few miles 
further to the JNorthw^d. — This topographical 
reply: a littte surprised them, for it was too general. 
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ciiid did not descend to sue^ minutuB as Americans 
fexpect. 

" The lady, who appeared a good deal embarrassed 
OF rather in a state of mental anxiety, said, with 
much apparent concern, "Alas, Sir! I fear your 
^^ friends in America, are few, and your hope of 
"seeing them comfortably settled, like most 
^^ worldly hopes, vain and unfeasible !" I conjured 
her to explain herself, and, after some hesitation, 
she reluctantly complied ; for her exclamation had 
undoubtedly been involuntary : " You are not alto- 
^^ gether friendless ! You have at least one brother i 
" I saw him, a few hours ago, in health but un- 
*^ happy^ He is travelling in this direction, and 
"will be with you in a few hours/' With this 
expression on her lips, she rose from liel* seat, and 
retired hastily to an adjoining apartment, where, 
addressing the landlady, she continued, "About 
"eight o'clock this morning we overtook a iu'mber 
"of young men, all Suropeans, among whom 
"was a gentleman evidently the brother of 
*^ this young man. They are the^^ only surviving 
" passengers of a large party belonging to the Fort 
*^ Erie Schooner y which was wrecked a few nights 
" ago on the United States' shore." I heard this 
with undefinable emotions, and, rushing into the 
apartment in. which the lady was still conversing 
^with the hostess, ejitreated her to tell me all that 
she knew of the melancholy catastrophe. She said, 
^^ About three o'clock on the evening of the 19th 
^^ of September^ I saw your friend^s embark at Fort 
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^ Erie for Part Talbot, pa board a large s^hoonc^r ; 
^^ fuad from the great number of passengers who 
*^ embarked, and the indifferent quality of the ves-. 
^' sel, the people of Fort Erie entertained seri- 
*^ ous apprehensions for the safety of the travel- 
" lers : The weather being very boisterous, and 
*^ the captain of the schooner, an inefficient and 
V unexperienced man. In a few days afterwards, 
"news arrired at Fort Erie, that the vessel had 
"been v/recked in the morning of the 21fit, on the 
" shore of the United States ; and that the few 
" young men who survived, were takeh up by a^ 
" New York schooner, and landed in Canada." 

On hearing this doleful intelligence, I immedi- 
ately set off to meet my brother and his fortunate 
companions. Before I had proceeded* Inore than 
hdf a dozen miles, I met the whole party ; and 
judged from their countenances, that the inform- 
ation I had received wa!s not exactly correct. I 
told them what I had hear^, and desired to know, 
whether or not I had been misinformed. My bro- 
ther replied, that my information was in the main 
correct; that they had. indeed been shipwrecked, 
but that no lives were lost, excepting that of a 
Mrs. Lewis, who died in consequence of severe cold 
and fatigue. I was also further given to under- 
stand, that my father and his family were all well, 
and in the United States, waiting only for a vessel 
to bring them over to the shores of Canada. It isi 
impossible to describe the sudden transition of my 
feeli^gs, on hearing these joyful tidings: A few 
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ttiomeiits before, I had the strongest grounds for 
believing, that my nearest relations were lodged in 
a cold and watery grave, where 

No friend's complaint^ no kind domestic tear^ 
Pleas'd their pale ghosts^ or grac'd their mournful bier. 

But now I could indulge the joyful anticipation 
of meeting them once more on British ground, 
restored, as it were, to life, and reprieved from 
appearing, in a manner which they did not expect 
and for which they might not be prepared, before 
Hina who ^^ is the Judge of quick and dead." In . 
about a fortnight after this, they all arrived at Port 
Talbot, after having experienced much kindness 
firom the inhabitants of the state of New York, 
during their continuance among them. 

In the latter part of October my father removed 
his family from Port Talbot to Westminster, where 
he procured lodgings for them until a house was 
erected on his own landd. The township of We3t- 
minster is separated from that of London, only by 
the river Thames. 

London is situated abodt twenty- four miles 
North cff Lake Erie. It is 927 miles from that 
part of the Atlantic Ocean which joins the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, 607 miles from Quebec, 618 from 
the city of New York, and 126 from the seat of 
Government of Upper Canada. It has Oxford, 
a fine township, twenty-three years settled, on 
the East ; Westminster, twelve years settled, on 
the South; Delaware, on the South West; Lobo,. 
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on the West; and unknown and uncultivated 
regions, on the North and North West. 

On the 1st of November, 1818, it was entirely 
unsettled, and its surface studded with the various 
trees which are to be found in Canada. The 
Northern bremch of the river Thames runs across 
its Eastern angle, and the Southern separates it 
from Westminster, while a great number of small 
rivulets pour their meandering streams through 
almost every allotment. The land is considered, 
if not superior to every township hitherto opened 
for location, at least inferior to none in the whole 
Province. 

The township forms a square, and is divided into 
sixteen concessions, in each of which are 6,400 
acres. These concessions are sub-divided into lots 
of 200 acres, of which there are thirty- two in each. 
Between every two concessions, there are sixty-six 
feet set apart for roads, which are called concession 
lines. These, together with seven side-roads of 
equal width which intersect them at right angles, 
and are equi-distant from each other, comprise all 
the public roads in a township. 

On the 26th of October, my brother And I, with 
six men carrying provisions and felling-axes, took 
our departure from Westminster, and^ having 
hired a guide, proceeded into London, to fix 
upon the most desirable lot, for the erection of a 
house. Twelve hundred acres were assigned to 
my father for his own demesne, if I may so call it. 
We had therefore a large tract of land to explore, 

i2 
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before we could decide on the most eligible «iteo 
After spending the greater part of the day in? 
approving and disapproving of particular lots, we 
unfinimously determined on making the second lot^ 
in the sixth concession, the future asylum of our 
exiled family. When we had agreed on this point, 
our next consideration was, to procure shelter for 
the night ; for we were upwards of nine miles from 
the abodes of civilized beings^ and in the midst of 
desolate wilds, 

Where beasts with men divided empire claim^ 
And the brown Indian marks with murderous aim. 

After walking about for some time, in quest of a 
suitable place for making a fire, we discovered an 
old Indian wig-wam, deserted by its inhabitants. 
In this little hut we resolved to continue during 
the night ; and, having a tinder-box, with all the 
other necessary materials, we speedily lighted an 
excellent fire. After we had taken supper on the 
trunk of a tree, we lay down to rest, each rolling 
himself up in a blanket, and each in his turn sup- 
plying fuel to the fire. Thus did we pass the first 
night on our American estate. In the morning, 
about sun-rise, we were suddenly awakened by 
the howling of a pack of wolves, which were in 
full cry after an unfortunate deer. The howl of 
these ferocious animals so nearly resembles the cry 
of fox-dogs, that, when I awoke and heard it, 
I fancied myself; in the midst of the sporting, 
woods of Erin. But the delusion was not of long r 



Digitized by 



Google 



AMERICAN ESTTATE. 1\ff 

^continuance ; for I speedily discovered, that, instead 
of being in my native land. 

Where the tuits of the earth and the hues of the sky. 
In colour though varied, in beauty may vie, 

I was in the midst of a dreary and unvaried wil- 
derness, 

Where crouching wolves await their hapless prey, 
And savage men, more murd'rous still than they. 

To increase our consternation, or, at least, to 
direct it into another channel, the horses, which 
We brought with us to carry our bed-clothes and 
provisions, had broken from their tethers duf ingf 
the night and consumed every ounce of our bread. 

Calm is my soul, nor apt to rise in arms. 
Except when fast-approaching danger warns ; 

and yet I was on this occasion suflSciently pro- 
voked, to revenge our ^oss on the sides of the ill- 
natured brutes. We had brought our provender, 
with the utmost difficulty, a distance of nearly 
twelve miles through woods and swamps : And 
then, — to be deprived of it in this way, was too 
much for a man of my philosophy to bear without 
impatience ! We should have been under the dis- 
agreeable necessity of dispensing with a breakfast, 
if we had not had the consideration to bring some 
potatoes with us, which, happily for us, are not 
so well-suited to the appetite of an American 
horse, m they are to dhe palate of an Irishman: 
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For^ i^ this had been the case, we should have 
been compelled to stay our hunger, till provisions 
could arrive from Westminster. 

We continued encamped in the woods from the 
26th of October, until the 1st of December. During 
this period, we laid the foundation of a house, 
forty-six feet long, and twenty-one feet wide ; one 
half of which we finished first, for the accommo- 
dation of the family, who removed into it on the 
2d of December, — five months and nineteen days 
after our embarkation for America. During thd 
thirty-five days which we spent in the woods preT 
vious to the arrival of the family, our only lodging 
was the miserable wig-wam, which, like ancient 
Argos, had an hundred eyes, or rather eye-holes, 
through which, when lying awake at night, we 
could easily note every remarkable star that passed 
the meridian. Our only bed, all that time, was 
composed of a few withered leaves, while 

A log contriv'd a double debt to pay. 
By night a pillow, and a seat by day. 

These are only 'slight specimens of the hardships, 
which must be encountered by those who settle in a 
wilderness ; and yet, no small degree of fortitude 
is requisite, to support the mind of him who id 
obliged to submit to them. It is a grievance of no 
inconsiderable magnitude, to be compelled, after u 
day of severe labour, to stretch one's weary limbs 
on the bare ground in the cold month of Novem- 
ber, and to be protected from ^^ the fierce North 
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wind with his airy forces," and from the chilling 
frost, only by a miserable hut, with a fire suffi* 
ciently near it to counteract in some degree their 
benumbing effects. But the hope of independence 
is sufficient to sustain the mind under privations 
still greater than these ; and he,-^who can bring 
himself to think, when lying down to rest on the 
bare earth, that the day is not far distant when 
he may happily repose on a more inviting couch, 
without one anxious thought respecting the 
future prospects of himself and his family,- — 
regards these transient sufferings with a kind of 
feeling nearly allied to actual pleasure. He sees 
the time fast approaching, when the wilderness 
to him shall be "a fruitful field, and the desert 
shall blossom as the rose ;" — when the produc- 
tive soil shall gratefully yield an ample reward to 
his toils ; — and when the hardships of his situation 
shall, by the blessing of heaven on his exertions^ 
gradually disappear, and leave him in possession 
of health, plenty, and independence. While indulge 
ing in such joyful and ecstatic visions, the wQpden 
pillow of a new and industrious settler becomes 
softer than bolsters of down, and his solitary blan- 
ket feels more ^comfortable than sheets of HjpUw.d^ 
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IrlLLAGB OP DUNOA8 '— ANCASTER -^ OREaT" WESTERN ROAD — » 

^ TALBpT-STREBT— -SITUATION OP THE TALBOT SETTLEMENT-— 

NIAGARA^ OR FORT GEORGE^ TAKEN BY THE AMERICANS — 

RETALIATION OF THE BRITISH FALLS OP NIAGARA-^SUPPOSED 

TO BE ONCE AT QUEEN'sTOWN — .ANECDOTE OP AN INDIAN AND 

OP TWO WHITE MEN — NOISE OP THE PALLS— CHIPPAWA ^LAKB 

ERIE, LONG POINT, AND TURRET POINT — THE BONDEAU — 
AMERSBURO—^SANDWICH— LAKES ST. CLAIB, MICHIGAN, UURON^ 
iUPBRIOR, AND LAKE OP THE WOODS. 

The traveller by land from York to Amersburgb, 
— which is the most Westerly town in the Uppep 
Province, and which is distant from York about 
326 miles, — meets with few villages, and those 
few very inconsiderable in size. Dundas, fifty 
miles from York; Ancaster, three miles from 
Dundas; and Burford, twenty-eight miles from 
Ancaster, are the only places, which, from the 
multitude of their inhabitants, bear the least resemr 
blance to villages ; and the whole population of the 
three together does not exceed 600 souls. The 
road, which nearly all the way preserves a South 
Western direction, lies through the richest and most 
fertile country in British North America. Thirty 
years ago, there was not a single human habitation 
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i^eiween iTork and the French settlements on thf 
Saint Clafr^ excepting the widely-sdittered and 
then . undisturbed retreats of numerous Indian 
tribes, most of whom have since retired to morQ 
remote regions. 

About forty miles Westward of Dundas, is the 
commencement of a great public road, fifty milea 
in. length : It is called Talbot Street, and runs 
parallel to Lake Erie. This street passes through 
that extensive country designated ^* the Talbot 
Settlement,'' which comprises an extent of terri- 
tory enclosing within its limits about one million 
five hundred thousand acres. It is situate be* 
tween 42 and 43 degrees North latitude, and 
between 80 and 81 degrees West longitude. From 
Dundas, the road branches off to Niagara, now 
called " Fort George,'' and runs along the river 
Niagara to Queenstown, and thence to Fort Erie, 
where it terminates. Its whole length is eighty- 
six miles. 

Niagara, or Fort George, is situated on the 
East side of the river Niagara. It was destroyed 
by the Americians in the month of December, 1813* 
At that time it consisted of nearly 200 houses, and 
contained upwards of 800 inhabitants. Immedi- 
ately after the American army had evacuated the 
scene of desolation, the British forces stationed in 
that part of the country crossed the lines ; and, to 
retaliate upon the enemy, demolished a number of 
the mp^t flourishing villages on the Western fron- 
tiers^ Since the destruction of the old town, more 
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than 100 houtses have beei^ built upon its site, and 
it has now 668 inhabitants. Excepting Brockville, 
it is the neatest village in the Province ; and, on 
account of its healthy situation and proximity to 
the falls of Niagara, has become a fashionable place 
of resort, during the Summer months. It contains 
a Protestant Episcopal Church, a Presbyterian 
Meeting-house, and a Methodist Chapel, with a 
Gaol and Court-house. The private houses are all 
built of wood, and the principal street is wide and 
airy. 

Between Fort George and Queenstown, is the 
most alluring portion of the Province, the neigh* 
bourhood of Sandwich and Amersburgh excepted ; 
and, with this exception, it is the only part which 
can, consistently with truth, be said to be much 
improved by cultivation, or to exhibit any striking 
display of natural scenery. Fine farms, flourishing 
orchards, and comfortable cottager, give it the air 
of an European landscape ; and if it were not for 
the rail-fences, which abound in this bb well as in 
every other part of the Province, and which make the 
country appear naked and impoverished, it might 
fairly stand in competition with $ome of the most 
beautiful districts of the British Isles, 

Where lawns ^xtend^ that scorn the' Arcadian pride. 
And brighter streams than fam'd Hydaspes glide. 

Queenstown is built at the base of a lofty hill, 
and is seven miles from Niagara. It contains 
about 60 houses and 300 inhabitants; and had 
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e Church and a Couft-hott«e, with government- 
stores, and stores for the Indian department. On 
account of its flat and obscure situation, it has not 
by any means an inviting aspect. All merchandize, 
designed for the use of the Western country, is^ 
disembarked at this place, and conveyed by land 
to Fort Erie, where it is again embarked for its 
diflferent destinations on the shores of Lakes Erie, 
St. Clair, and Superior. 

The Falls of Niagara are about seven miles 
from Queenstown, and are situate on the strait 
which unites Lake Erie with Ontario. The feel- 
ings produced in the mind, on the first view of 
these stupendous cataracts, are such, it is said, as 
render it impossible for any man, who is at all 
affected with the ^^itch of scribbling," to avoid 
attempting some description of them : And yet, so 
often have they afforded, to those who, like 
Dr. Syntax, ^* travel in search of the Picturesque,'* 
an opportunity for the display of their descriptive 
powers, and so repeatedly have these cataracts 
been poured forth to the view of '^ fire-side travel- 
lers'' in all the majesty of well-selected languagei^ 
that to him who may now or henceforth visit 
their resounding solitudes, little more remains 
than an opportunity of relating " a thrice-told 
tale.'' On this ground, I might and certainly 
would decline the attempt, were I not confident, 
that no excuse, however plausible, would in your 
estimation be sufficient to vindicate an omission 
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which, I suppose, you would consider as uilpar* 
donable* 

I first visited these celebrated Falls in the month 
of September, a season of the year, which, in 
America, is peculiarly pleasant. The violent heats 
have then considerably abated ; the Musquito, sati- 
ated with human blood, has given rest to his pro- 
boscis ; and man, free from the irritating bite of 
innumerable tormenting insects, and from the 
scorching heat of an almost insupportable sun, 
enjoys an agreeable respite, and ranges through 
the country in quiet and comfort. Until 1 arrived 
within a mile of the Falls, the sky was perfectly 
clear, the sun shone with his wonted splendour^ 
and the atmosphere was remarkably dry and uncom- 
monly lucid. — But no sooner had I approached 
their immediate vicinity, than a sudden and singu- 
lar change took place in the whole aspect of 
nature : The earth, before parched and immovable, 
became damp and tremulous ; and the sky, till then 
unsullied by a single cloud, assumed a frowning, 
dark, and portentous appearance. The atmo- 
sphere, previously dry and rarefied, now presented 
a dense and humid visage ; and my fancy, unreined 
by my reason, transported me into a world essen- 
tially different from that in which a few minutes 
before I " lived, and moved, and had my being." 
Still, however, I pursued my course, and at length 
gained the summit of the craggy hills which flank 
this lioble river. My increased elevation did not 
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cphtribute to disisipate the pre-conceived delusion;' 
and I still felt inclihed to doubt of my own or of 
the world's identity. Mountains of water belching 
forth the most appalling sounds, — globes of foam, 
boiling with apparently accelerated rage, — rain- 
bows, embracing within their numerous and splen- 
did arches a surprising variety of newly-formed, 
impending clouds, — rocks fearlessly projecting 
over the tumultuous abyss, — and spray-covered 
forests, decorated with pearly drops, — now ren- 
dered more brilliant than chrystal, by the re- 
flected rays of the setting sun, — and now blown 
into *^ feathery streams" by sudden gusts of the 
impetuous wind : — These were some of the most 
striking features of the gorgeous scenery by 
which I was surrounded. Long did I luxuriate in 
pleasing contemplation, admiring its peculiar gran- 
deur ; and still did I find myself lingering with fond 
dalliance amidst these stupendous and matchless 
displays of creative excellence, until the sun of 
heaven, wearied with shedding his effulgent beams 
on the Trans-atlantic wilds, had retired in all his 
glory from the enchanted scene, "to rove o'er 
other lands, and give to other men the kindest 
boon of heaven." 

For the first time in my life did I regret the . 
shortness of a September day. But my regret 
spon ceased : For, ere night had completely drawn 
her sable mantle across the objects of my admir- 
ation, over which I still lingered, a glorious naoon, 
enshrouded in golden robes of borrowed light, kindly. 
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lent me the aid of her beauteous lustre^ aind quickly 
diffused through every part of the landscape new 
features of loveliness, giving it a character far 
more soft and interesting than that with which 
proud day had invested it. The stupendous and 
magnificent machinery of nature which had recently 
bound me in a state of mental abstraction, was now 
divested of inany of its peculiar charms. A perfect 
calm succeeded : The forests appeared *^ sunk in 
deep repose :" The winds had subsided : The green 
leaves, no longer agitated by the breeze, ceased 
their rustling : Not a cloud floated along the face 
of heaven : Every thing around and above, ani- 
mate and inanimate, seemed to have sought and 
found 

Tir'd miture's sweet restorer, balmy sleep : 

All was still, except the wakeful cataracts, that 
roared with their wonted violence, and disturbed 
the basin which groaned beneath the undiminished 
burden. Never was there a finer contrast, than that 
between the noise of the water, and the stillness of 
the air ; — the golden effulgence of the rushing flood, 
and the impenetrable shades of the surrounding 
forests ; — the blackness of the frightful gulf down 
which the waves with unabating force are precipi- 
tistted in crashing confusion, and the light and cheer- 
iftgface of the spangled heavens over which the cres- 
cent moon was sailing with modest pride and con- 
scious dignity. Sick and insensible must be the 
soul, that could behold with indifference an exhi- 
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bition so fitie^ so varied^ no replete wiih all that is 
qalculated to please the eye, to arouse the mind^ 
and, in a word, to raise the whole man above the 
common level of vulgar existence, and make him 
sensible that, while be thus contrasts the picturesque 
scenery of earth with the inimitable grandeur of 
the heavens, he is standing in the immediate pre- 
sence of that Deity,— ^^ who measured the waters 
in the hollow of his hand and meted out the 
heavens with a span," — to whom he is indebted 
for all he sees and all he feels, — by whose Almighty^ 
Power and Infinite Wisdom the rivers had their 
appointed sources and obtained leave to flow, — and 
from whose plastic handfS^ the mountains first 
received their appropriate bulk and due conforma- 
tion. 

I cannot convey to you a-ny idea of the poverty 
of language that is felt, when one attempts to 
describe such a combination of grand and uncom- 
mon objects, — among which is found every thing 
essential to constitute the romantic, the terrific, 
the picturesque, and the sublime. All that is 
*^ awfully grand, or elegantly little," here occupies 
a prominent station ; and every part is so tastefully 
arranged as to make the deepest impression upon 
beholders, and to proclaim in language not les» 
loud than ^^ the music of the spheres," 

The hand that made us is Divine. 

You are probably aware, that the circumjacent 
c&untry in which Lake Erie lies, is elevated nearly 
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300 feet above that which surrounds Ontario. The^ 
extehsive slope^ or mountain^ as it is called, which 
divides the lower country from the upper, is, in 
many places, nearly perpendicular. It commences 
on the Northern side of Lake Ontario, and runs 
thence round its Northr western poir\t, until it is 
intersected by the road which leads from York to 
Amersburgh: It afterwards pursues an Eastern 
direction, and finally embanks the strait, or river, 
of Niagara. 

Persons who visit the Falls, generally stop at 
an adjacent village, consisting of about a dozen 
houses, and two very excellent hotels, in which 
as good accommodation may be found as in any 
other part of the country. From the balcony of 
that which is styled the Niagara Falls* PaviKon, 
there is a very fine view of " the Horse-shoe Fall," 
and of the island which bisects the river. From 
the same house there is also a difficult foot-path, 
which leads down a very steep bank to the edge of 
the river, immediately adjoining the place where the 
table- rock formerly stood. It must also be recol- 
lected, that the river issues from Lake Erie about 20 
miles above the Falls, and, until it jarrives within- 
three miles of them, runs with a smooth current- 
and an undisturbed surface. The bed of the stream 
then becomes rocky ; and the water is so violently 
agitated by passing down successive rapids, that a 
person of the strongest nerve, standing on the 
shore, cannot, without difficulty, refrain from 
shuddering at the sight. Notwithstanding th% 
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rapidity^ of the current, its violence is displayi?d 
only on each side of the river, the middle remain- 
ing sufficiently smooth to admit of boats passing 
down to the island, that separates the river into 
two branches before the waters are dashed down 
the precipice which forms the Falls. As the cur- 
rent approaches this island, it seems to run with 
redoubled velocity : It is impossible to conceive 
any thing equal to the force and 'swiftness of its 
progress to the ledg6 of rocks oyer which it is pro- 
pelled, till it impetuously tumbles into the bed of 
the river beneath, with a noise louder than that of 
thunder. When the waters fall into the deep 
jbasin, they rebound into the air in immense sphe- 
rical figures, white as snow, and sparkling as dia- 
monds. These figures, after rising and appa- 
rently remaining stationary for a moment, explode 
at the top and emit columns of spray to an aston- 
ishing height. They then subside, and are suc- 
ceeded by others which appear and disappear in 
the same manner. 

From that part of the table-rock which yet 
remains, and the path to which I have already 
described, the spectator commands one of the 
grandest and most romantic views in nature. The 
tremendous rapids above the Falls, — Goat Island 
in their midst, covered vith trees, each of which 
seems at every momient about to be swept away,— 
the Horse-shoe Fall immediately below the Table- 
Rock,— Fort Schloper Fall, beyond Goat Island, — 
mid the frightful gulf beneath, boiling with per- 
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petual ragBf'f and shooting upwards imthense 
voluiiies of sparkling foam, 3moking with the 
£^pareQt intensity of furious heat,-T-are a few of thei 
great objects which ar^ f^^rced upon his attention. , 

t Since this chapter was pi;t to press^ I have obtained a copy 
of Professor Dwight's Travels, which are just published^ and 
contain an excellent description of the Falls and their scenery. 
The following passage explains very accurately^ as well as philo« 
sppjiically, the peculiar sort of " IxA^hg" ^escidbed in the text: 

'' You w^l easily believe^ tidat by the falling of. such a mass 
of water from such a height, the stream below must be intensely 
convulsed. The worlds it is presumed, furnishes no example of 
similar agitation. The river does not, however, boil, in the com- 
mon aece^ati<m of that word« at all. The whole surfiice, and 
probacy/ all beneath it, i^ a body of foam, differing essentially: 
fronij what I have see^ produced elsewhere, and mjuch mora 
strong^ly indicating the immense force of the current* The bub- 
bles, of which it is universally composed, are extremely small ; 
and appear continually ascending, and spreading on the surface 
in millions of irregular circulav areas. These are all limited by- 
line fmmedj by chains of tb^ VP^geic bubbles, stretching between^ 
the several aireas, so as to mark distinctly th0 extent of each* The 
lines themselves fluctuate unceasingly, and while they continually 
change their form, move along the surface, also, in every direc- 
tion. Ttius the/ whole river appears in one common convulsion, 
aaif affected with a deep paralytic trempr, reaching from shore 
ta ^or^f^ aa.fax down the stt^axa^ as. the eye can trace it^ an^t 
apparently firom the surface, to the botto];n. Tq giv^ you th^ 
iijcipreasipn, which it, made on my mind, I think of no better 
method, dian to say, that it seemed as if a vast volcanic struggle 
had commenced beneath this world of waters, whose incumbent 
weight hithertp preveotedthe i^proaching explosion. 
, " The cause of this singular phenomenon may be thus under<« 
stoodf Imn^ediately below the precipice, the bed of the river, 
Svhere it repeives th,e fJaUing sheet, is of immense depth. Into 
this Keceptacle, the mass of descending water, plunging from 
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' Aii(rf;her place from which the Falls a^uine> if 
possible, a more striking and awful appearance^ is 
eA the bottom^ of the cataract, "f The precipice, 

such a height^ forces its waj to . the bottoiiu Here, forming a 
curve^ it begins to ascend. The current is^ however^ checked 
in everj- stage of its progress by the immeasurable weight of the 
sftpetincumbent water. The motion upward must therefbre 
become slow^ divided^ and irr^o^ular. In these circumstances^, 
instead of a current^ there must obviously be a general agitation, 
an universal heaving ; such as might be expected from the throes 
of an earthquake. As the ascending current is thus broken, and 
enervated, before it reaches the sur&ce, tjie sur&ce ii9 not bil« 
lewy, but comparatively lev^. The wavy, tossed aspect of other 
8ts?eaias^ immediately bdow their cataract, is the result of a 
force, applied, at the surface ; , or of a ourrent, descending only to 
a moderate depth. In the present case, as the ascending current, 
comes from a depth so vast, it almost equally affects the whole 
mass^ and cannot disturb the common level by the smallest flue* 
tuatidns4 The whole appearance, howevor, made an impressicm 
cm the mind, of an agitation incalculably greater, and a force far 
more astonishing, than that> which produces the loftiest billows 
of the ocean. This was a scene, which I was unprepared to 
eTcpect, and an exhibition of the force of water, which* I had 
nevier before imagined. 

^^ Of the singular depth of the river at this place, no spectator 
will ask for proof. To others it may be alleged, that a deep 
stream, from two tp three and a half miles widcj^ is here con- 
tracted at once to somewhat less than half a mile ; that logs, and 
other substances, after descending the precipice, continue buried 
a long time before they emerge ; and that this immense mass of . 
water, plunging firom such a height, has been so long and so 
unceasingly excavating the bed below." 

t L CfmiiQt describe the view from this point in more ^][Mropri:-« 
ate language, thim in that of Doctor Dwight : 

" The emotions," says he, " excited by the view of this stu^ 
pendous scene, are unutterable. When the spectator casts his 
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leading to this spot, b descended by ineah» of a 
ladder^ commonly called the Indian ladder ^ — a piee^ 
of mechanism simply consisting of a cedar-tree^ 
the boughs of which are lopped off at a sufficient 
distance from the trunk to make them answer all 
the purposes of irregular steps^ After descending 
this ladder, the perpendicular height of which ia 
upwards of sixty feet, you proceed along the edge^ 
of the river, which is covered with broken rocks,, 
the wrecks of boats, and other exuvicdy until you 
arrive at the bottom of the Horse-shoe FalL From 
this place^ visitors frequently proceed oa foot 
several hundred yards within a prodigious sheet of 
cavern ed water, which is formed by the overshoot- 
ing of the cataract. But they must be men of the 
firmest nerve, who venture on such a faring . 
excursion; for the most undaunted resolution i» 

eye over the long ranges of ragged cliffs^ which form the shores 
of this great river below the cataract ; cliffs one hundred and fifty 
feet iii height^* bordering it with lonely ^loom apd grandeur^ and 
shrouded every where by shaggy forests ; mrhen he surveys the 
precipice above, stretching with so great an amplitude, rising to 
so great a height, and presenting in a single view its awful brow, 
with an imprcfssion not a little enhanced by the division, which 
the island forms between the two great branches of the river; 
when he contemplates the enormous mass of water, pouring from 
this astonishing height in sheets so vast, and with a force so amaz- 
ing; when, turning his eye to the flood beneath, he beholds the 
immense convulsion of the mighty mass; and listens to the majes- 
tic sound whidi fills the heavens ; his mind is overwhehned by 
thoughts too great, and by impressions too powerful^ to permit 
die current of the intellect to flow with serenity." 
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in danger of teing shaken, on looking upward at 
the impending rock, which continually seema to 
T>end, ^nd groan beneath the rolling flood to which 
it serves as a fearful support or aqueduct. From 
the projecting ^dge of this rock, the ma^ of waters 
is impelled forward, and leaves a large and Smooth 
expanse, which reaches from th6 natural sheet of 
falling water to the very base of the gradually 
undermined mountain. If the atmosphere be 
dense, it is still more dangerous to engage in the 
bold attempt of exploring the stable foundations of 
the embedded river ; for people at such times not 
Imfrequently lose the power of respiration in pro^ 
ceeding far beneath the rocky ceiling, ^f Notwith-r 

'^ f Professor Dwight has satdsfactorilj accounted for the diffi« 
<*alty occasionally. experienced by those pedestrians who try to 
get. behind the screen of falling waters^ by walking along the 
slippery banks of the river from the bottom bf the ladder already 
described. He has proved, that the height of thie rivei*, ^bdth 
siboYe and below the Falls, depends npon the quarter from which 
the wind blows. ^" Lake Erie," he says, ** is regularly raised at 
the Eastern end [^where the Falls c;pmmence3 by every wkid, 
blowing between thfe North-we^ and the South-west A strong 
Westerly wind elevates the surface .six ieet above its ordinary 
level. The rivet must of course be proportionally elevated ; and 
at the outlet must, whien such a wind blows, be six feet higher 
than the general water*mark. Of this, also, the proof is sufficient, 
if it can need proof, in the appearance of the banks ; which bear 
evident marks of having been washed to a considerable height above 
the cc»nmon surface of the stream. All parts of the river must of 
^course partake of this elevation. At the cataract, and at the entrance 
into Lake Ontario, it must be higher than usual, as well as at its 
efflux from Lake Erie. Immediately below the cataract, the ele- 
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standing this and variou? other dangers, to which 
all are equally exposed, who venture to . sail any 
considerable distance under the rock^^ the native 
fishermen frequently continue there, for hours 
together, apparently without any apprehension of 
danger. The river, immediately beneath the Falls^ 
affords a greater quantity of fish than are to be 
found in any other piece of water of the same 
extent in the world. Snakes of different descrip- 
tions also abound upon the banks: These, when 
coml)ined with the other terrors of the place, — the 
frightful roar of the cataract, and the troubled 
aspect of the river,^ — tend powerfully to augment 
the fearful propensities of the astonished visitor. 

The whole breadth of the precipice, or Falls, 
including the islands which intervene, is 1,335 
yards. The greatest body pf water falls on the Ca-» 
nadian side of the river, and on account of the form 
assumed by the waters before they are dashed from 
ihe top of the rocks, is designated the Horse-shoe 
Fall. It extends from the shore to the interme- 

vation must^ I Mnk, be at least sk feet; &r the nver, tbougli 
piore rapid^ is scaricely half so wide as at ^e afflux. On the coth 
trary, whenever the wind blows firom the North-east, the only 
easterly wind which in this region is of any importance^ the 
waters of Lake Erie must recede of course, and fall con|idecab]y 
below their usual level. Whenever this is the &ot, th« river also 
will be necessarily lower than at any other time." 

In the latter case, travellers may advance ^-shod along the 
banks behind die immense sheet of water ; but the attempt must 
be dangerous^ whenever the wind blows from any point between 
the North-west and South-west. 
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diatie island, a distance of 600 yards. Fort Schlo^ 
PBR Faljl, which iis on thfe American side, pi^esents 
a sheet of water 850 yards in width ; and the Little 
Fall extends across a ledge of rockd for upwards 
6f 140 yards. The gtiantity of water, which^pants 
over all three, in every minute, is estimated at 
169,344,000 gallons. 

. Many sioiries are told of the melancholy fate of 
persons, who, at various times, have been carried 
down the rapids in attempting to sail across the 
river which flows above ; but, I believe, the only 
well^authenticated anecdote of this kind, relating 
to the dis£Bters of former days, is that of an In- 
dian. This unfortonate child of nature, having 
become intoxicated with liquor after a fisdung 
excursion, made bis canoe fast to a rock ^ few 
miles above the Falls ; and, reclining on the bow, 
fell x^leep. By some unknown accident, the canoe 
WBB loosed from its moorings, and immediately 
floated down the ctrrrent. While the surface of 
the witter cDntimied to be smooth^ the slumbers of 
the unconscious man were undisturbed ; but wheii 
his frail biurk Altered on the rapids, and became 
agitated by the eddies, he suddenly awoke as if 
from a frightful dream, terrified with the roaring 
of the cataracts, to which he was then fast approach- 
ing. On perceiving his penlous situation, and 
recovering a little &om his first artonishment, he 
laid hold upon his paddle, and used the most vio- 
lent exertions to escape from the impending de* 
struction. When his repeated failures to avert the 
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swift course of the vessel had convinced him, thal^ 
all endeavours on his part would be unavailing, be 
laid aside his paddle, composedly rolled himself up 
in his blanket, and putting the whisky bottle for. 
the I&st time to his lips, quietly lay down as if all 
danger was over* In a few moments, he and his 
bark were precipitated down the Falls, and no oner 
ever more saw or heard of his remains^ or those of 
his canoe. 

In the summer of 1822, a similar accident befet* 
two unfortunate white men. It appears, that for. 
some time past a part of Goat Island^ which sepa-^ 
rates the Falls, has been inhabited and under oulti^ 
vation. Some of the residents who were on the^ 
point of quitting their perilous abode, were en- 
gaged in conveying their moveable effects to the^ 
Canada shore. The day was exceedingly boisterous, 
and the current of the river consequently more 
violent than usual. Four men, with two boats,, 
were engaged in taking away the furniture ; and; 
when the first trip had been accomplished^ two of 
them, being apprehiansive of danger from the fury 
with which the wind blew in the direction of . the 
stream^ resolved to venture no more until the storm- 
should abate. They communicated this determin- 
ation to their companions, who, laughing them to 
scom> boasted largely of their own freedom from, 
fear, and returned to their hazardous employment t. 
But, in a few moments afterwards, they were carried 
down the cataracts, and dashed, to pieces., A short 
time after this events a table which had been, ia 
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the same boat, was diseDVered in tKe river at the' 

foot of the Falls, apparently aninjured^ i 

The noise of the Falls is said to be heard, on a 

calm evening, as far as Burlington Heights,"!' &dis^ 

t This is given as a fact by Professor Dwight: " The noise of 
this cataract," fiays he, "has often been the object of admiration, 
tod the subject of loose and general description. We heard it 
distinctly when (tossing the fi»rry at the distance of eight^en'miles ; 
the wind blowing from the north-west almost at right angles 
with the direction of the sound. Two gentlemen, who had lived 
some time at York, on the North side of Lake Ontario, and 
who were my companions in the stage, informed me, that it was 
not unfrequently heard there. The distance is fifty miles. 

'^ The note, m tone, if I may call it such, is the same widi th6 
hoarse roar of the ocean; bdng much more grave, prlessshq^l, 
than that which proceeds from other objects of the same nature. 
It is not only louder, but seems as if it were expanded to a singular 
extent ; as if it filled the atmosphere, and spread over all the sur- 
rounding country. The only variety, which attends it, is a con« 
tinual undulation ; res^oabling that of long musical chords, wben 
struck with a forcible impulse. These undulations succeed each 
other with great rapidity. When two persons stand very near to 
each other, they can mutually hear their ordinary conversation. 
When removed to a small distance, they are obliged to halloo ; 
and, when removed a little farther, cannot be heard at all. Every 
otlier^ sound is drowned in the tempest of noise, made by the 
water;, and all else in the jregions of nature appears to be dumb. 
This noise is a vast thunder, filling the heavens^ shaking the 
earth, and leaving the mind, although perfectly conscious of 
safety,' and affected with a sense of grandeur orily^ lost and aston- 
ished, swelling with emotions which engross all its faculties, and 
n^ock the power of utterance.. 

" The strength of this sound may be illustrated in the follow- 
ing manner : The roar of the ocean on the beach. South of Long 
Island, is sometiines heard in New-Haven, at thp distance of 
forty miles. The cataract of Niagara is heard ten miles farther.*" 
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*diio0 of nearly fifty miles. But I m««t oonfesiJj 
that I do n^i believe this assertion, tuilesa the wind^ 
whicl^ is an excellent tmnsmittei' of sounds blow 
exactly in. that dii^ection. The waters mitke a 
report which might be heard at a much greater 
distance, if^— instead of falling into a profound 
gulf, surrounded oh every side with hills of at least 
^50 feet perpendidulaEr height, which cdnfine the 
«oiind>— they fell u|>on a horizofntal jplain, of suffi- 
cient altitude to allow the sound to piass without 
interruption into the circungacent country. — As 
an illustration, consider these two facts : If a stone^ 
of given dimensions, were let &I1 from the surface 
of the earth into a well 106 feet deep, the noise 
ironld not be distinctly heard by a person standing 
twenty yards from its mouth j but if the same stone 
were dropped from the apex of a steeple, of only 
hfl^lf that height^ into a cistern of water, the sin*- 
face of which was on a level with the earth, the 
noise, occasioned by its splashing in the water, 
.would be distinctly heard a^ above five times the 
former distance. ^ 

The perpendicular height of the Horse-shoe Pall^ 
— from the edge of the rock over which the water 
pours, to the surface of the basin below, — ^is 150 
feet ; and from the surface of the river to its bed, 
is 65 feet, making in the whole a depth of ^15 
feet ; which, added to 58 feet>^ — the difference of 
level in the stream for half a mile immediately 
above the Falls,— gives a descent of 2T3 feet, in 
this short distance. 
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Previous to the settlement of the ecmtitry vAcmg 
ihe hmk» 6f the Nkig^ra riYer^ great i^umbers of 
wild bea^ts^ birds^ and fishes, migbt be seen, da^ed 
topieees, at the bottom of the Falls ; and iniiu- 
mea^oMe birds of prey were continually lioveFing 
ovei^ their putrid oaroases. But sinee this part of 
the country has been thickly settled> scarcely Mtjj 
thingistobefound in the bed of theriv^ below the 
Falls, except fishes, and a few water-fowl, whicln 
on alighting in the iraj^ds, are unable to take wing 
again, raid are fKxm hurried dow^ the dreiadftd 
abyss. 

It is generally supposed, that the Falln were 
cotice as far dotni as Queenstown, and the snppo* 
sition seems to me velry plau^ble^ The appear^ 
Mtce of the bfetnks on each side of the river affords 
Tery strong pdresQmptive evidence in favour of this 
tu^ion ; and the fact of the constant recession of 
the Falls, observed by the people who reside in 
their vicinity, h no less eonfinmitory. That seven 
miles of linae-stMie strato of such great depth should 
be worn away by ncH;hnig but water, will appear 
too preposterous for belief, by those w4io hatve never 
stooped to Hkb drudgery of calculation ; but;, if 
only the fiftieth part of a barley-corn Was worn 
away in eyery hour sibce the creat^o% supposing 
the Falls to have then been at Queenstown, or a little 
above it, they Wodid now be within a few perches 
of the {^ace where they really are. ,- These calcu*- 
latioio^ receive an air of great plausibility, at 
least, from the rugged features of ike banks 
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between the Fall^ and Queenstown^ whicH afford 
numeroas and strong indications of tBe convulsioni^^ 
to which nature has been subjected. 

Between the Falls and Fort Erie thera is bnly^ 
t)ne small village, containing about a dozen houses^ 
with several military stores, and two or threes 
taverns. It is situated on the Western bank of the 
tiver Welland ; and near it is a small military fort, 
called Fort Chippawa. 

Lake Erie is situated on elevated ground, on 
the bank of the Lake from which it derives it» 
name. During the late war, this Fort was much 
improved, and connected, by a chBin of tred woii:s, 
extending about 1,100 yards to Snake Hill, on 
which th^re is a strong Batteyy. " < ; 

Lake EkiB is situated between 41 and 43 deg^ 
of North latitude, and between 79^ an4 82 of West 
longitude. It is 231 miles long, and 63 and a half 
wide. Its circumference h 668 miles,, and its 
greatest depth; 40 fathoms. The Northern banks 
aer little diversified, and exhibit an almost perfect 
sameness from one 'exti*emity to the other. The 
harbours are few and very unsafe* 

Long Point, or the North Foreland, is a naf « 
row strip of land projecting Eastward, from the^ 
township of Walsitigham, little less than 20 miles^ 
and not exceeding 180 yards in breadth. 

At TtRKEY PoiNt, pi^pjeeting frdm the main^ 
land within the Forfeland, a spot has been surveyed 
and laid out for a Dock Yard. From this spot to 
Amersburgh, nothing intervenes to break the uni- 



Digitized by 



Google 



formity of the eoast; if we except the BoYideto^ 
which is a small Lake of about 9 miles long^ and^S. 
broad, couneoted with. Lake EJrie by ^ narrow • 
passage or Strait, 

Amersbuhgh is /Situated about 3 miles up the. 
Eastern bank of the Detroit River, and contains 
nearly 100 houses. During the late war, it was a* 
frontier post cind naval dep&t; b\it the military 
works, dock-yard> and stores, were destroyed by 
the English in 1813, when they were cooipelled 
to evacuate it by an overwhelming American 
force. 

Fourteen miles beyond Amersburgh, pursuing 
the course of the river, is the town of Sandwich, 
containing about 60 houses, with a Church, Gaol, 
and Court House. It is situate in a very fine part 
of the country, immediately opposite the United 
States' town of Detroit. 

Prom Sandwich to Lake St. Clair, the country 
is said to be inferior to none in the Province. Be- 
yond this, there is no cultivated land, except a few 
small patches around the different stations of the 
North West Company, in the interior. Lake St. 
CJlair forms nearly a circle, the diameter of which 
is 30 miles. 

Michigan, situated between 42 and 46 degrees 
of North latitude, and between 86 and 87 of West 
longitude, is 262 miles long, 66 broad, and 731 in 
circumference. 

Lake Huron, between 43 and 47 deg. North lat., 
and between 80 and 86 deg. West long., is 218 
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miles lon^, ahdlOO miles broad, being 81d miles in 
eipcumference. 

Lakb Sup^riob, situated between 46 and 48 
degrees of North latitude, and between 85 and 93 
6f West longitude^ is the astonishing length of 381 
miles by 161 ; the cipcumferenee of which is 1152 
Miles. 

The Lake of tUe Woods is very siwll* It» 
North West angle' is no less^ than 1886 miles from 
Quebec. 
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LETTER VIII. 

DESCRIPTION or .THB CANADAS -^ MILITIA OF THE UPPER PRO* 
VINCE— GENERAL ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY— PUBLIC ROADS-7- 
koDE OP SETTLING THE LOWER PROVINCE —• PEW MOUNTAINS, 
AND NUMEROUS RIVERS^ IN UPPER CANADA --« THE MOST IM- 

\ TMOYMD OI8TRiaT»— ORiTAT V4»|B'SY OF SOIL*— *VODB OP CUL- 
TURE AFTER riRST Cl<9A^Al^Ef AND 9F ASCERTAINING THE 
QUALITY Q9 LAND. 

UpPEB CANADA is situated betwe^i 4d and 45 
degrees of Noptl> latitu<fe, and between 73 and 96 
degpees of West longitude. It is/ bounded, on tke 
Ea^t^ by Lower C^uiada; on the Nwth East> by 
the Grand or Ottawais^ river, which, ui. that direc- 
tion, separates it from the Lower Province ; on; the 
North, by the territory of the Hudson's Bay Com»- 
pany ; on the South and South East, by the United 
States of America, or rather, by an imaginary line 
obmmenoing at the village of St» Regis, about 55 
miles from Montreal, on the parallel of the 4i5th 
d^ee of North Latitude, from which it passes up 
the middle of the St. Lawrence, Lake Ontario, 
tbe Niagara River, Lake Erie; and, continuing 
thence, into Lakes Huron and Superior, the Long 
Lake and along the middle of the chain 'of Lakes 
and other water-communiciition, up tt) the North 
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' West angle of the Lake of the Woods ; and thence 
due "f West to the River Missisippi. On the West 
and North West no limits are assigned ; Canada 
may therefore be said to extend itself over those^ 
vast regions which spread ' towards the Northerrl 
and Pacific Ocean*. 

The Upper Proviijce is now^ divided^into eleven 
Districts, which are, the Eastern, Qttawais, Johns- 
town, Bathurst, Midland, Newcastle, Home, Gore, 
Niagara, London, and the Western. These Dis- 
tricts are sab-divided into twenty-five coimties, 
which, with the towns of York, Kingston, and 
Niagara, send forty-five members to tlie Provincial 
Parliament. 

As Byery man iii the Oaneidas,. from the age 
of sixteen to forty-five years, capable of bearing 
arnis, is obliged to be enrolled in the Militia, 
there are already fifty-six well-organized regi- 
ments in IXpper Cianada- alone. Thes^ regiments 
severally consist of between three and five hundred 
men, exclusive of oncers; so that the effective 
militia of the Province may amount to nearly 
22,000, — an immense body of men, when it is con- 
sidered that the whole white population does not 
exiceed 150,000 souls. 

There are at present only three naval stations 
in the whole Province, which are Kii^toh, Grand 
River Ouse, ind Pentan^ishitie. At each of these- 

t ** A line clrawn due West from the Lake of the'Wood*, would 
iwt strike the Missisippi/'-^BoucHExxE. - , 
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ports, a captain, lieutenant, surgeon, and store- 
keeper, yet remain. 

You seem to be desirous that I should attempt 
to give you some idea of the general aspect of the 
Canadas. I have occasionally touched on this sub- 
ject in my former letters ; l?ut you appear to be of 
opinion, that, because I wrote under the influence 
of first impressions, — ^which, you think, cause us 
to be rather lavish of our praise or censure, — I 
spoke more favourably- of some particular places 
than I should have done, if I had waited for an 
opportunity of giving, to my warm and hasty 
sketches, a cool and deliberate consideration. But, 
my dear Sir, although your remark maybe cor- 
rect in its general application, I can assure you, 
that it is by no means so with respect to my corre- 
spondence with you. I have endeavoured to 
describe things as Iv actually saw them, and not as 
they appeared to the eyes of my imagination, 
spectacled as the latter were with the magnifying 
lens furnished by a perusal of the productions 
of preceding writers. My opinions respecting the 
scenery of Lower Canada, now that I have thrice 
visited that Province, are the same as they were 
when I first beheld it after the tedium of a six 
weeks' voyage. Indeed^ I am now more than 
ever convinced, that hi who can view the pic- 
turesque scenery of the country from the enhance 
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence to Quebec ^ with indif- 
ference, or describe it without ardour, must cer- 
tainly betray- a lamentable deficiency in some of 

Vol. I. L 
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tb^ finer sources of emotion* The qaountidns' 
frightful peaks, — the valleys' lonely oayems^ — the 
forests' solitary retreats, — the cataracts' thunder- 
ing rc^r, — the cultivated farm, — ^the comfortable 
cottage, — and the silver-mantled church 

Where prayers are penance^ and each priest a God,— 

i^re the features which distinguish this part of 
Canada. 

From Quebec to Montreal^ and (hence to Kingston, 
ijie traveller is still pleased, though in a slighter 
degree, with the less imposing, but more culti-, 
vated aspect. of the country. Satiety is a stranger 
to his bosom, until he bids adieu to the St. Law- 
rence. Every part of the country, through which 
this delightful river deigns to pour its waters in 
a formidable torrent, or a placid strean^, exhibits a 
qbeeringand well-diversified appearance. It is true, 
the hawthorn hedge, the holly-bush, and the ivy- 
ms^tled steeple, which are every where the orna- 
i^aents of Britain's unexampled isles, are strangers 
to this othef'wise delightful Prov^ince. No monu- 
meiits of ancient glory or of aucient magqiificencei 
display their venerable heads, directing the imagi- 
nation to a retrospect of days that have passed. — : 
IJfo ^^ ruined palaces," the once splendid doD^iciles 
of monarchs who have mouldered into dust,--r|:^o^ 
imtique towers, the castellated guiM^dians <^ 
feudal independence, — no ^^ clpud-capt **; pyf i^- 
mid?, the sacred resting-pl^ce of sleeping mo^epj^^ 
-^-present their ponderous remains, tp pl<?$se tfee. 
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aiitiqaariati curiosity of age, or to fester the 
rising patriotism of youths A few glittering 
steeples, whoae resplendent spires never saw the ; 
sun of centuries pass over their youthful vanes, 
or an aged oak whose trunk has become weary of 
conveying annual nutriment to its decaying boughs, 
are the only objects in America calculated to 
awaken a sentiment of sadly-pleasing recollection 
coneemihg tim^ that are gone for ever, or heroes 
t^at have measured out their span. 

The ancient history of this continent is a chaos, 
enveloped in darkness and obscurity ; from which 
scarcely a ray of light is emitted, to direct us in our 
search for proofs of any former period of advanced 
civilizotion. In some parts of South America, in- 
deed, the Spaniards found monuments of the grow- 
ing refinement of the Incas and their subjects ; but 
none of them are fit to stand a comparison with the 
monuments which existed in the correspondipjg 
regions of the old world, on the shores of China 
and in the great Indian Archipelago* The case of 
the Mexicans scarcely forms an exception to the 
generally uncivilized condition of the Indian abori- 
gines, of whom it may be said, in the language of 
Shakspeare, 

Aye! in the catalogue ye go for men^ 

As hotmdsj and greyhounds^ mongrels^ spaniels, curs. 

All by the name of oogs^ 

In fact, the New World is completely derelict of 
objects interesting to the virtuoso, in any brauck 
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of his profession ;"j- and cannot, in that respect> 
hb better desoribed than in the words of our admir-^ 
able lyric bard : 

No bright remembrance o'er the fancy plays ; 
No classic dream^ no star of other days^ 
Has left that visionary glory here. 
That relic of its light so soft and clear. 
Which gilds and hallows e'en th^ rudest scene. 
The humblest shed where genius once has been. 

Upper Canada is a level country, and its general 
appearance is sombre and uninviting. From 
Kingston, as far as the Western extremity of 
the Province, one or two places excepted, you 
travel thrpugh a continued forest; the prospect 
is in consequence never extensive, but commonly 
confined within the limits of a single mile. But 

Time and Industry^ the mighty two. 
Which bring our wishes nearer to our view, 

may very soon efltect a considerable change,— 

t Though this is actually the case/ yet after all my veneration, 
for antiquity, I heartily accord with the following just sentiment^ 
expressed in the Preface to Professor D wight's Travels: — "A 
forest,— changed within a short period into fruitful fields, covered 
with houses, schools, and churches, and filled with inhabitants, 
possessing not only the necessaries and comforts, but also the 
conveniences of life, and devoted to the worship of Jehovdi,— 
when seen only in prophetic vision, enrisiptured the mind even of 
Isaiah ; and, when realized, can hardly fail to delight that of a. 
spectator. At least, it may compensate th6 w^nt of ancient castles/ 
ruined abbeys, and fine pictures*" , -^ 
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although ybArs fiav^ rolled on and found it the 
same, and industrt — Canadicm industry , I mean~ 
has m many instances left it so; for no marked 
visible change has been effected in the aspect of 
this highly favoured Province. Blessed with the 
most fertile soil upon the face of the earthy its lazy 
occupants seem satisfied if they derive from its pro* 
ductiveness the mere necessaries of life, — the bare 
supports of animal existence. These, as well as 
the comforts of Itfe, it yields them almost spon^ 
taneously ; and, in the midst of this plenty, they 
never think of ornamenting, or eveii properly cul* 
tivating, their fertile estates. In many parts which 

I could point out, the soil is so exuberant, and the 
seasons so propitious, both to the growth and the 
preservation of crops, that the life of its inhabit-* 
ants is literally that of Cowper's happy pair : 

They eat^ and drink, and sleep>-— what then ? 
Why, eat, and drink, and sleep again ! 

To the scientific traveller, however, this province 
can afford but little pleasure, if we except the Falls 
of Niagara, and a few other natural cifriosities. 

II exhibits little but immeasurable forests, th^ 
dreary abodes of wolves and bears, — log-huts, 
which, though always clean and comfortable within, 
faava a most gloomy and sepulchral appearance 
from without,-^ind wretdiedly-cpltivated fields, 
studded with the stumps of trees, and fenced round 
with split rails; a mode of enclosure with which I 

l3 
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can never associate any other i<leav than tkat of: 
sheep eating tarnips. The roads^ if roads they: 
may be called, are yet so very bad, that wiy 
attempt to describe them to you would^ I fear, be 
altogether fruitless. In a ^ngle day's journey of 
thirty or forty miles, you are generally necessitate 
to /perform ihe greater part of it over miserable* 
causeways, composed of the trunks of trees fr<wat 
nine inches to two feet in diameter. These logs ar©; 
placed across the roads^^ in all moist and swampy 
places; and, with very few exceptions, they are 
the only materials which are used in the formatioa 
of our dangerous -bridges* As these logs are neither 
square nor flattened, and not always even perfectly 
straight, they frequently lie so far apart, that 
horses, cows, and oxen are continually in danger 
of breaking their limbs in passing over. Fe^er 
accidents, however, occur in this way, than might 
be expected. Cattle of all kinds in this country 
are so accustomed thus to dance upon beech and 
maple, that, before they attain their second yeair,' 
they acquire stich a proficiency in the art of log- 
walking, that I should not be at all surprised to 
hear of an American horse or bull becoming a 
rope-dancer. 

Nature has probably done more for Upper Ca* 
nada, than for any other tract of country of equal 
extent ; and art seems to conduct herself upon the 
modest principle, that it would be an act of unpar*: 
donable. presumption in her, to attempt the further 
improvement of a country so greatly indebted to 
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the kmd mdtilgenoe of her elder Mte^ Here ur 
the finest field for the exercise of human industry^ 
and ingenuity ; — a soil not only oapable of produc- 
ing in abundance all the necessaries of life, but 
equal to . the culture of its greatest luxuries ; — a 
elimate^ not only favourable to the human consti* 
tution, but also eminently calculated for the culti- 
vation of every species of grain and fruit. And 
yet, so great is the delusion under which many 
Europeans ' still labour with respect to the real 
character' of this fine country, that most of those 
who have not seen it compare it in imagination 
with the deserts of Siberia ; and receive all that 
travellers relate in it» favour with no more can- 
dour than can be expected from persons Who evince 
ho wish to bo undeceived. Its real advantages, how- 
ever, are now becoming so well appreciated by 
the inhabitants of Great Britain, that, on a mode- 
rate calculation, it annually receives an accession 
of 8,000 European settlers, in sLddition to thosef 
who pass over froifa the Americdn confines. 

Lower Canada is not only a more picturesque 
country than ^he sister Province, but, having been 
tnuch longer settled, the roads are greatly superior 
and the population more condensed. The princi- 
pal road runs along the North bank of the St. 
liawrence, which, as well as the Southern bank, 
h thickly settled. The farm-houses stand very 
<ftose to each other, — a circumstance from which 
the French writers, in their exaggerated accounts 
6f the country, have derived the romantic ideaf 
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of villages 60 milds m ejctent. The land a|(Hi|^ 
the whole course of this noble river, from ther 
point where it discharges itself into the Gulf of St»; 
Lat^rence to within about thirty miles above Mont* 
real^ was divided, by order of the French King^ 
into a certain number of Seigniories, or Lordships,^ 
which were granted to such enterprising characters^ 
OS were desirous of seeking their fortunes in tho 
Trans-atlantic forests. ^ These Seigneurs, or Lords^ 
of Ma^or, were bound to concede their possessions^ 
in lots of about 200 acres, to such of the pesaantry* 
in the country as might be able to back their appli- 
cations for land with respectable testimonials of 
their loy«Jty and good character. On obtaining 
farms, the peasantry were bound to becotiae actual 
settlers, to clcjar, within a certain period, a specific 
portion of each lot, to keep open the public road^ 
and to fulfil certain other conditions which wiU 
hereafter be detailed. Each of the lots runs along 
the course of the river aboi^t 38 English perches, 
and stretches backwards into the country about 
1018. ,When the land which fronted the river was 
settled^ the Seigneurs formed other concessions^ 
in the rear^of the former, which, in their turn, alsa 
became settled : But as it is usual in every, part o^ 
th^ Canadas, to clear only the front of each lot^ 
leaving 40 or 60 acres of wood in the rear for fuel 
and other domestic purposes, a strahger would 
hardly suppose that any settlements existed ,b^yond> 
the visible boundaries of the cleared lands. This 
Qustom affords a good reason why the coun^try still 
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retaiiis tbe^ sarnie wooded appearance which it 
had^ a^ few y^ors after Us first ^ttlement; and 
why, as I before observed, yoti ean seldom extend 
your view lieyond the limits of a mile. On the 
boiikii of all the minor rivers which con^ntonicate 
with the St. Lawrence^ similar settlements have 
Veen, formed, and of late years many townships 
have been surveyed and partially settled, which 
are far remote from navigable waters. The only 
picturesque scenery in the Province, is that which 
borders immediately on the rivers. The ne^ town- 
snips of the Lower Province exhibit, in every 
thing except the inferiority of the soil, an appear- 
ance very similar to those of Upper Canada: 
Gloomy forests, rail-»fences, log^hnts, and decayed 
stumps are all the inanimate objects whicK present 
themselves, in varying groups, to diversify the 
prospect; and though you, now and then, hear 
the hammering of the Wood-pecker, the grqwl of 
the Bear^ the monotonous note of the Blue 3^ay, or 
some other equally attractive music, their uncheer- 
ing discord redoubles, instead of dispersing, the 
gloom which frequently arises within the minds of 
those who have been accustomed to more busy 
scenes and to ihore lively society. 
- In Upp^r Canada there are no mountains; an^ 
, buttery few hills. The only one of any note, is 
that which extends from the head of Quiiite Bay, 
along the North J^de of Lake Ontario to its Western 
extremity, whence it afterward pursues an Eastern 
direction until it embanks the river Niagara. The 
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Gaimdttmi call iidd ^^ k Broimtdrii/^ alllH)ugli itif 
greatest drtitade does ^ tDoi es^t^eed 340 :feet , and' Hi 
general height not more than ^ or 100 feet; 
This hill^ notwithstcmding its great extent^ tends; 
•rery l^tle to diirersify < the o^tntry*^ ' An Aefo^ 
naut^ in his towering flight, might possibly derive 
some pleasure from the contemplation of it,'an4 
iti%ht, from his lofty balloon^ perceive many pic- 
turesque and romantic spots along its ridge ; but 
many of these are concealed^ by the interventicb 
of imperviable forests^ from the observation of 
pedestrian or equestrian travefiers. 
- i If the bants of the navigable' risers in Uppei^ 
Canada >WBre settled like-those of. the uister Pro- 
l^rim^e, the ne^wly-deared^£eurms^WQuldgrieatly add 
to the beauty of the country,^ The Ottawais or 
Grand River, which empties itself > into the St. 
Lawreoce.about ihirty miles West df Montreal, is 
ft Very e^teiasive and beauiifiil river. It is Navi- 
gable by boatSf almost from its soiirce to its 
mouth. 

.The Trent rises in the neighbourhood of the 
River Lakes, and> after running a course of more 
than 100 n»il^, faUs into the Bay of Quinte. 

The Grand River Quse disembogues itself int0 
Lalie Erie, about 40 miles from il» Eastern extre- 
mity. It is ti^vjgable by small craft for about 64 
mites; ands6mbofthe richest and most beautiful 
flats, or prairie lands, in the Province, border on 
its banks, and are occupied by the Indians of the 
Six Nations^ ' 
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yet miexplor^; and, after V^ihdiug^ along' iti a 
f^rpenliQe course of more tkah 30& niiles^^fidk 
into Lake St«. Olair. On the .bunks of thijr fine 
iriresr^ lie thoasabds of aeres^of flats^ Btipilair to tibosa 
on the Grand River. This soil ! is foltned hy the 
annual overflowing oftheriver, aild is noty I^aiii 
confident, inferior in riehneaii to any in the uni^ 
verse, not even excepting the river-^bottoios en 
the Ohio. li pr6daees the most fruitful cix)ps iof 
Indian com imaginable ; but is to6 rich foif wheats 
oats, or any common grain. Potatoes^ turnips^ 
and all kinds of oulinary plaints and vegHable^;^ are 
cultivated on these fiats with astonishing success. 

Besade these rivers, there . are ihnunverable finA 
brooks and rivulets, running through every town^ 
ship. Th^ are^U called *^ <>reeks," by the Anse^ 
ricans; fcfr what reason, or by what authority, I 
have never beeii able to ascertain^ 

The most improved pairts of Upper Canada are, 
from the line whi<^h divides it from the Lower Pro- 
ving, to th6 head i>f the Bay of Quinte, a distance 
of nearly 160*miles f from Fort Oeorge to Queens^ 
town, for seven tniles albng the Niagara riVei* ; and 
in the neighbouirhood^G^Sandwidhand Attiersbur^h. 
Every other part appeal's but in its infancy; mA 
yet, young as are the settlements^ and great as 
were the difficulties with which the firiit inhabits 
aats had to contend, in their efforts to redeem the 
wilderness from its sterility, you observe not a joy-^ 
less cQuntenaiicei among them: In the uninton^ 
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rtt|»ted enjoy ibeiit gf liberty^ and the enlivmihg 
anticipation of indejfendeiice^ these happy lords of 
the forest spend their daysf in toilsome pilrsuits^ 
without a murmur. Every tree that falls by tl^^ 
force of their/ axe is, in reality, the removal of 
another obstacle to their increamng prosperity; 
and never fails to occasion a delightful reflection, 
which softens toil and sweetens labour. The vista 
which the woodman's axe has gradually opened 
through the forest, and the extended view which it 
reveals to the beholder, prefigure the scenes of the 
future part of his life, through which he may see 
the probable issue of his diligent endeavours, and 
the independence of his succesisors. They toil for 
themselves, fearless of the oppressor's grasp, and 
unawed by the menaces of a lordly niiaster, or the 
more unfeeling threats of his upstart hirelijigs. 
> In several jparts of the Midland District, and 
particularly abc/ut the Bay of Quinte, the quality 
of the soil is very good : but it is only in the Gore, 
Niagara, London, and the Western Districts, that 
every township is composed of first-rtitcr land; 
From the Bay of Quinte, to York, along Dundas 
Street, there is a great deal of rather inferior land. 
Between York and the heiad of Lake Ontario, on 
kbdhBide of the Great Western road, the settle- 
nieiits ate very numerous; and the soil, though not 
exceedingly prolific, seems to be tolerably well- 
«iiiltivated. Still* pursuing the Western road, from 
the head of Lake Ontario to the reserves of the Sixr 
Nations, on the banks of the river Ouse, the land 
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is found to improve. In the neighbourhood x)f 
Aneaster, there are many extensive and welln 
cleared farms ; but the soil is light and sandy, and 
consequently wanting in durability. From the^ 
river Ouse, to Lake St. Clair, the land is allowed 
by all unprejudiced persons, acquainted with the 
country, to be generally not inferior to any tract 
of equal extent on the American Continent. In 
most parts, a fine black vegetable mould, betweeil. 
«HX and nine inches in depth, covers a bed of 
deep grey clay, or sandy loom, entirely free from 
stones. In other parts, the vegetable mould is laid 
upon a substratum of yellow clay, which, if turned 
up in wet weather, is very liable to bake. 
^ Heturning again to the head of Lake Ontario, 
and following the road which leads to Fort George, 
atid thence to Queehstown, the land will in gene**, 
ral be found of a quality superior to that between 
York and Ancaster,-but not so good as that of the 
Western country. In many of the new townships 
in the neighbourhood of Lake Simcoe, the land is 
of an excellent quality : It is indeed universally 
acknowledged*, that all the new surveys are, in 
point of fitness for the purposes of agriculture, 
greatly superior to iihe old ones, ofiering to settlers 
every inducement, but the primary one of water- 
communication with the more distant parts of the 
country,— an advantage of which the majority of 
these townships are entirely destitute. , 

I have not a doubt, but that there are millions ol 
licres in the Province, which, if cultivated accord- 
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mg to the liyftfiem ptcrmed hy Ehiglish agricul- 
tttiisto, aj^ oommitted to the care of sktlfui and 
iiulns|;rioii8 labourers^ would produce crops as 
al^ndant as those of any other country in the 
world*: But I hai?^e never observed a tingle acre of 
kmd^ih eitheir of the Caaiadas^ that was so culti- 
vated as to produ06 more ihan two-thirds of the 
gmin^ which, under more jridieious management^ 
it would certainly have been found to yield* When 
tilie land is first cleared^ it is eitber sown with: 
wheat or :planted with Indian com. Crops of these 
descriptions succeed each other^ without intermisf- 
fflon or ploughing, for three or four years together: 
At the expiration of thi^ period, weeds have grbwi^ 
^piroe^ and th^ farmer; is at length compelled to 
introduce the plough-share, which, it is true, iat 
rather ah awkward in3ti:uifaent a^mong the stumps*: 
Xi IB however of essential service : Jt turns up a 
patt.ofthe; sail that affords cpverijagfpf i^Qther 
erpp, whicfe is always put in by the fi^^m^r without 
hlsbestawing a single thought QOQcerning a si^m- 
^fier fiallow^ 6r any thing of that nature : The neSt 
year^ the, roots of the trees .become more rott^n^ 
^dv the ploagh <5Qnse<|uently more efBcaciotei* 
Another crop is tried, tod so on for 16 or 20 
yMts,, without ai]Ly:admixti{r^ of manure, or ,th^. 
sUghtast Attention to a regular rotation of croj^^ 
lintil th6 soil bee&me^ <5pmplet«?ly e^h^usted. In^ 
this manner, thpusands of aijres pf excellent spi| 
liave been rendered: iupapable pfj^oducing the 
mmi ordinary DecQs^aried of life,-r-l<^d vi^hiqib 
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imiii^ad of runji^ig' i^u^ r wauld Ibive become yet 
riddet and napre produotive utider it proper course) 
of tillage. : . 

; In every paiit of AxQWica^ the quaJHy of tte 
soil in (isi^ain^^> more by the) thx^ber tebick it 
produees^,. ihwk by the appeamne^of itt sudSicexir 
thfe nature of its subMrato^ Lcmd, upon ix^faioh 
black and white Walnut, Chesnut^ Hibeory, and 
Basstvood/grow^is esteemed the best on ihe<Hm^< 
tinent. That which is.cov:ered with Miqple, Beeofa^ 
and Cherry, is reckoned as second-rate. Thoset/ 
parts which produce Oak, Elm, and Ash, are es- 
teemed excellent wheat-land, but inferior for all 
other agricultural purposes. Pine, Hemlock, and 
Cedar land is hardly worth* accepting as a present. 
It is however difficult to select any considerable 
tract of land, which does not embrace a great 
variety of wood ; but, when a man perceives that 
Walnut, Chesnut, Hiccory, Basswood, and Maple^ 
are promiscuously scattered over his estate, he need 
not be at all apprehensive of having to cultivate 
an Unproductive soil. While on the other hand, 
he whase unlucky stars have set him down amid 
huge Pines, wide-spreading Hemlocks, slender 
Cedars, and stunted Oaks, will do well to accede 
to the advice of the poet, 

To-morrow to fresh fields and pastures new ! 

Along the banks of the Bt. Lawrence and on the 
shores of Lake Ontario, particularly, between 
York and the Western ejctremity of the Lake^ 
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the barren sort of soil preponderates^ In the Lon-*^ 
don and Western Districts, and in many of the 
new townships in the. Gore, Home, and Newcas-> 
tie Districts, there are not more Fines and Cedars 
than suffice for building materials and fencing* 
timber for home-consumption* Indeed there are 
several townships in the Western Districts, entirely ^ 
destitute of Pine timber,— a circumstance, which," 
though it argues much in favour of the soil, is 
nevertheless attended with many serious incon** 
veniencest 



i 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



LETTER IX. 

MORE PARTICULAR SKETCH OF THE DIFFERENT DISTRICTS — 
EASTERN^ tNCLUDINO JOHNSTOWN AF^D BAtHt7RSt-^IT8 COMMEb:- 
CIAL AND AORICULTURAI^ ADVANTAGES'^ MILITARY 8ETTLB-i 
MKNTn^ATTBNTION of THE GOVERNMENT TO ITS IMPROVEMENT 
AND PEOfiPBRITY ^— VILLAGE OF PERTH*— « THE CHARAOTER OF 
ITS POPULATION— >MJDLAND DISTRICT— ^NEWCASTLE DISTRICT- 
HOME DISTRICT ^ EXQUISINO^ CHINOUACOUSY, AND NASSAUCYA 
—INHABITANTS AND POPULATION -i— GORE D^STRtCT — NIAGARA 
DISTRICT— ^ITS PROXIMIfV TO THE UNITED STATES— LONDON 
AND WBSTBIlN DISTRICTS — VNTIMBERED LANbS^ COMMQNLY 

^ CALLED^ PLAINS — OPINIONS OF THE INDIANS ABOUT THEM, &C. 

Having given you a slight sketoh of the whole 
Province of Upper Canada^ I shall now attempt a 
more particular description^ and speak of each 
District sepadrately. This is the niore neces^y e^ 
they drSer greatly in the;ir soil and climate, as well 
as 1911 their commercial and agricidtarat advai^- 
tag!es» . . . / 

In the Eastern DisTRicTSf, including those of 
Ottawais^ Johnstown^ and Batharst, the soil i3 in 
general of an inferior quality: Yet those town- 
ships which are watered by the Grand River and 
the St. Lawrence^ are said to be exceedingly fer- 
tile, in many parts, however, the la^ k much 
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too awampy, and composed of a cold clayey loam^ 
— circumstances which, in Canada, wholly pre- 
clude the possibility of making good roads. The 
proximity of these districts to the Montreal mar- 
ket, and the facilities which their direct water- 
commuhication with the Atlantic affords, would, 
in the eyes of a superficial observer, give them a 
decided preference to every other district in the 
Province j but the severity of the climate more 
than counterbalances these great advantages, and 
^renders them far less desirable, as places of resi- 
dence for agriculturists, thap many of the more 
remote townships on the shores of Erie and St. 
Clair. It is of little advantage to a farmer to find a 
convenient market, if he has nothing to dispose of; 
and from the general character of the Eastern 
districts, there is no great probability that the 
inhabitants will ever have a sfurplus produce of 
any considerable amount. Winter- wheat is a very 
uncertain crop, ever in their best soils, and Indian- 
corn seldom arrives at maturity : Both these un- 
propitious results are owing to the severity of the 
climate. Early frosts in the Autumn, and late 
on^s in the Spring, too frequently render abortive 
the exertions of persevering industry. I am inti-» 
mately acquainted with a gentleman, who for more 
than 20 years resided in one of these Districts, 
and who is now in that of London. He has repeat-*- 
e4Jy declared to me, that he would rather have 
50 acres of land in either of the Western districts, 
than 500 in the most productive townships in that 
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of Ottawais, Johnstowh, or Bathurst. He says^ 
few farmers in those districts, on an average of ten 
years, succeed in raising a sufficient quantity of 
^* bread-stuff" for their own consumption, and 
copsequently never think about cultivating any for 
market. 

The Military Settlements of Perth, Rich* 
mood, and Lan^ark, comprising some of the best 
townships in the District of Bathurst, have been 
so fortunate as to engross the almost exclusive 
attention of Government. Assistance has, in va- 
rious ways, been afforded to the settlers, who are 
not subject to many of those\ enormous fees which 
are exacted from the inhabitants of other town- 
ships. The Government selected this spot as a 
settlement for several half-pay officers, an4 sol- 
diers discharged from the various regiments that 
had served in the Canadas. I dare say, they are 
sufficiently contented with the allotments assigned ; 
and most heartily do I wish them all the happiness 
which they can derive from contemplating poison- 
ous swdcmps, blighted corn, and frozen cucumbers. 
.Such sights are, to say the least, as well calculated 
to cheer and elevate the spirits of men. 

As stormy floods tod carnage- cover'd fields: 

, But the ameliorating effects which human industry 

fgrcidjially produces on the rugged face of liature, 

.are beheld with satisfaction in several parts of this 

District. Already have the fields begun to we^ar 

a more smiling aspect ; the woods disappear, and 
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eome o( the obstinate morasises have yielded ia the 
arts and labour of the husbandman. 

The village of Perth, which is the only one of 
any consequence in the Military Settlements, id 
rapidly increasing both in extent and population; 
It now contains three places of worship, a gaol, 
court-house, and market-place, with a variety of 
decent-looking private buildings. Perth is the 
dep6t, from which such of the settlers as are fur^ 
nished by Grovemment with provisions and imple- 
ments of agriculture, obtain their supplies. And 
many of the officers, to whom I have alluded, 
reside in the village and its environs. / 

Those of our settlers who separated from us at 
La Chine, *f have taken up their abode in the vici- 
nity of Perth,; — I think in the township of Goul- ^ 
bum. I have seen letters from several of them^ 
which speak of the soil being very rich, but rathel* 
swampy ; notwithstanding which, every one appearis 
perfectly satisfied with his situation. * 

These Districts are settled by men of different 
nations. In the county of Glengary, the inhabitants 
are almost exclusively Scotch : In the Military Set- 
tlements, the majority are Irish, and the rest Scotch 
and English. Along the banks of the St. Law- 
rence, from Glengary to the Eastern line of 
Platisbufgii, Americans, Hollanders, and Germanli^ 
are, lor the mosrt part^ the owners of the soiL The 
three IMstrtots o<^prise about 35,000 inhabitants. 

t See page 83. ^ ; 
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The oommunioation between Upper ftnd Lo^et 
Canada^ from Montreal to KiNgstoni was till 
lately by the route of the St. Lawrebee ; and aa 
the opposite bank 6i this rirer was^ for part of 
that diBtance^ an enemy's cotttiitry, during the late 
war^ the transportation of stores^ ti^oopi^ or mer- 
chandize, along that line^ was accomplished with 
ttiueh risk and inconvenience. The nmneroua 
straits and rapids in the river, between the two 
Provinces, afford an enemy good opportunities for 
intercepting suppli^ and injuring comttiercei To 
obviate this difficulty, was an object which long 
^cotipied the attention of Government :. After 
several scjiemes had been devised, it wa^ at length 
resolve^ to improve the navigation of the Qtta- 
wais^ or Grand River, which flows into the St. 
Lawrence only a few miles above Montreal. For 
more than 120 miles from its junction up to Ne- 
f^Mt, — the point at which land-communication is 
intended to begin,-^the Ottawais is navigable, 
with the exception of one part, in which a dan* 
gerous rapid occurs, called ^^ the Long Sault :'' 
This, however, will be avoi4ed, by a canal of 
twelve miles, six or eight of which are now finished 
under the direction of Government. From Ne- 
pean^agrand military road has been commenced, 
which will soon be completed : It will then afford 
a good and uninterrupted line,, upwards of 120 
miles in extent, through a fine country, every part 
of which will soon be thickly settled and well cul- 
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tiyated. By this rotite, — which will not be exposed 
in any part of it to the attack of the Americans,—^ 
produce and merchandize may, both in time of war 
and peace, be conveyed a distance of 240 mileSj, 
if not more quickly, yet with greater safety^ 
than by the old course of the St. Lawrence. The 
mhabitanis of the townships, through which thi% 
important road passes, have an additional stimulus 
given to their exertions, on account of the increas- 
ing facilities which will be thus afforded to thei 
transportation of their imports and exports. 

The Midland District, in which is the towii ofc 
Kingston, enjoys a very favourable climate and a 
sioil which is tolerably free from swamps. The land; 
all round the Bay of Quinte is of an excellent 
quality, though rendered very unproductive by that 
indigenous weed, the Canadian thistle. All efforts 
to extirpate this intruder have hitherto proved 
ineffectual, and it is vain to expect a good crop 
from those lands in which it has once made its 
appearance. This District was first settled by 
those persons who adhered to the royal causa 
during the revolutionary war, and wer^ compelled 
on its termination to take refuge in the British ter-* 
ritories. There are now a. few European adven-; 
turers amongst them j but the majority of ita 
inhabitants are the descendants of these Anti-^ 
republicans. The situation of this District is very, 
favourable to the prosecution of commerce ; but it 
is the opinion of all men of extensive information. 
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that it presents very feW advantages to agricul- 
turists. It contains 21,000 inhabitants. 

In most parts of the Newcastle District the 
soil is very good, but especially so in the townships 
of Cavan and Monaghan. It is well-watered by . 
the river Trent and its tributary streams. On the 
whole, I think it greatly superior both to the East*^ 
ern and the Midland Districts. Its <^limate is ikiuch 
better; its soil equally good; and its population 
likely to become more numerous and condensed.. 
It contains at present 10,000 souls. 

The Home District, in which is York, the seat 
of government, has a great variety of soil ; spme 
of which is very excellent, and some of an inferior 
descripticm. All that part which lies on the shores 
of Ontario, is of a bad quality. The new town- 
ships in the neighbourhood of Lake Simcoe are 
much more productive ; but the climate in Winter 
is severe, and Indian corn affords a very precarious 
crop. The climate of Ejsquising, Chinguacousy, 
and Nassaucya is still milder, and their soil more 
fertile. The township of Markham, which is situ- , 
ated on the North East side of the road leading, 
from York to Lake Erie, is the most improved 
part of this District. It is inhabited principally by. 
the Dutch, whose industry is conspicuous in every , 
part of the Province in which they are settled. 
The new townships of the Home District are almost 
wholly peopled by English, Scotch, and Irish j 
and the old ones, which are those along the shores^, 
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of Ontario, by AmerM^ns^. The Holland, Credit^ 
and Humber rivers, yield the inhabitamts a plenti- 
ful supply of excellent water and an abundance of 
fish ; particuleirly salmon, thousands of which are 
annually speared in the river Credit, and tran»- 
itaitted to every part of the Western country. The 
inhabitants of this District are 14,000. 

The GoRB District is more hilly and broken 
than any other in the Province. It enjoys, how- 
ever^ a more favourable climate than those already 
described, and the soil is by no means inferior. It is 
the first District in which peach-orchards are found 
of any considerable extent : Some peach-trees are 
to be seen in the Home District, but none at all in 
the lower Districts. — The inhabitants are chiefly 
Americans, and Perinsylvanian Dutch : I know of 
very few European farmers in the District. There 
IS, however, a reMOncible number of Scotch Shop- 
keepers, and Irish ^^ Itinerant Merchants ;" for the 
term *^ Pedlar" is too degrading to be used in this 
land of gentry. 'We have abundance of tinmen, 
coppermen, hired-men, and help-men, and a ^p$cm^ 
turn sufficit of boot and shoe-men: But, — ^thanks to 
the extensive synonymes of the English language I 
— ^we have in America no tinkers^ servaniSy labour^- 
ersy or eohlers. I wonder that the sonir of Crispin, 
in this refined part of the world, never adopt the 
more honourable titles of " Translators'^ and " Cord- 
wainers,'' by which they are distinguished in some 
countries.— ^The population of the Gore District 
amounts to nearly 12,000 souls. 
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The Niagara Dii^TifttCT is more adwnti^eoiisly 
situated^ both for commerce and agrieultmre, than 
&nj other in the Province* It poMesses an ej[cel- 
lent climate and a luxuriant soil ^ and is the only 
portion of the Upper Province, whi^h exhibits aisy 
great extent of picturesque scenery. On tfare^ 
sides it k bounded by navigable waters, — Lake 
Ontario, to the North, — Lake Erie, to the Souths 
~-and the river Niagara, to the E^ast, — ^thus pos- 
sessing a fine but very defenceless frontier of nearly 
120 miles. Pecu^hes, nectarines, and ap^es* attain 
to a degree of perfection in it, unknown in any 
except the London and Western Districts. It is 
also a fine wheat and corn country. The peculiar 
advantages, however, of this District are almost 
cfounterbalanced by the circumstance of its prox- 
imity to the' iTnited States, which, in time of war, 
renders it no desirable residence for men of peace. 
The farmers are, like those of the Gore District, all 
Americans ; and the merc^hants are of the composite 
Order, — English, Scotch, and Americans. Its inba^ 
bitahts amount to la,000. 

The^ La!f]>QN and Western Districts, which 
extend along the shores of Lakes Erie and St. 
€Iair, from the mouth of the Orand River to the 
Southern extremity of Lake Huron, possess the 
finest climate and the most luxuriant soil, perhaps^ 
<m the whole American cocftinent. They are,- how- 
ever, far remote from the only nmritime odtlet 
wfaieh the Canadas afford, that is, the Oulf of St. 
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Lawrence. The Falls of Niagara, which intercept 
the navigation between Erie and Oiitctrio^ preclude 
the possibility of any adequate return for the . 
exports of these districts^ so long as agricultural 
produce is low> and the navigation continues as at 
present unimproved. Bat if a canal were formed to 
connect the two Lakes^ this difficulty would be 
entirely removed, and the London and Western 
Districts would then be placed in almost equally^ 
advantageous circumstances with those of the Gore 
and the Niagara : In every thing else they already 
possess a decided superiority. All kinds of grain, 
and every species of plant, which cure cultivated in 
North America, with the exception of Indigo and 
Cotton alone, will be found iathe greatest possible; 
perfection in those favoured Districts. Every- 
description of fruit appears, from the 'fineness of 
its quality and the peculiarity of its flavour, to be 
indigenous. The Summers are oppressively hot, but 
the Winters are much milder than in any of the 
Eastern Districts. Population is here also rapidly ^ 
on the increase, there being at present in the two; 
Districts 22,000 inhabitants ; nearly 3,000 of whom 
are of French descent. 

In these Districts, and inore particularly in that^ 
of London, there are extensive tracts of land 
almost wholly free from any sort of timber. Such 
land IS commonly called ^^ Plains,'^ and is for the 
most part of a light sandy nature, badly watered,, 
and greatly inferior to the timbered land. There 
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are, hawever, many saaall tracts of tfaisi kind of a 
Very luxuriant quality. In the vicinity of Long 
Pointy on the banks of the river Ouse, and :in the 
township of Burford^ are the ijaoat extensive and- 
valuable plains in the Province*- From the Indian, 
settlement on the river Ouse, to the village of 
Burford> a 4ist<ince of nearly 13 miles, there is not 
an acre of woodland to be seen ; and yet, in this 
tract alone^ there are at least 100,000 acres; a 
great part of which belongs to the Indians of the 
Six Nations, who frequently,^ for a trifling compen- 
sation^ grant leases for 999 years to the Canadieins.^ 
But the title>^ by which these lands are held, is a 
very disputable onie ; for the government does not 
appear to sanction such bargains. — The Long 
Point Plains are still more extensive and better 
cultivated. 

These are the only parts of the Upper Province,, 
excepting the neighbourhood of Niagara and Sand- 
wich, that afford attractions sufficient t6 induce 
men of fortune to settle in Canada. Like all other 
extensive plains, however, they are liable to many 
serious objections ; such as the want of timber for 
building, fencing, and fuel. Water may be pro- 
cured by sinking for it j but to be obliged to go 
half a dozen miles for fire- wood, rails, and build- 
ing materials, wquld involve an expence, which, in 
my opinion, no American farmer can at present 
afford. ' 

In the townships of York and Toronto,, in thct 
Home District; Newark and Stamford, in the^ 
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Niagara Dij^tiriot } tod m AlMi^ajttar and DuAilries^ 
in tlie Gore District^ there are also large tracts ofv 
Plains: These, with the others already enume* 
rated, are all the pliuns with which I em acquainted^ 
and, I belieye, the only oqes in the Province. 
They are tastefully interspersed with clamps oi 
white Oak, Pine, and Poplar* trees, which give them 
iftiore the appearance of extenmve parks^ planted 
by the hands of man, than of uncultivated wikb^ 
sdiaded with their native foliage. 
'Whenever I have entered on these piains, after 
having been for many months incarcerated in the 
deep gloom of the forests, I have always felt toy 
hefart expand, and my ideas bri^ten and extend 
with the wide and opening prospect. Such has 
been, in a m^re eminent degree, the excited «tate 
of my feelings in the Summer season; at which 
time the whole plain is covered witb a^ variety of 
flowers. 

Thick ia autumnal leaves that strew the brooks 
In Vallombrosa. 

Although the aspect of these plains is unvaried and 
uniform, being in almost every instance perfectly 
level and entirely destitute of water, they present 
a very delightful landscape, when contrasted with 
the cheerless wilderness by \^hich they are Bur- 
tounded. 

The opinions respecting these tracts of land are 
various. It has been thought by some, that they 
were originally cleared and cultivated by the Indi* 
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and. Others suppose^ that they nev^r were wooded ^ 
and a third party are of opinion^ that Uie ttmher^ 
which formerly grew upon them^ must have be^ 
ileatroyed by fire at some remote period. The 
Indians^ who$e judgment in this case ought t^ 
have some weighty appear to co-ineide with those 
who think that the plains never were wooded^ 
They say, ^^ that when the Great Man a2M>ve wap 
^sowing the seeds from which all the trees in their 
<H>untry were produced, he stood upon a high 
mei^ijitain, where the wind blew so fiercely, that 
several hpnds^fuU of iiheed intended fpr these different 
|dainsjt were carried over %e other parts which had 
alr^^y received their proper quantum. The Greet 
Man, thereforej, disregarding these trivial spotsi, 
deigiied not to bestow mi them an additiomd hmA^ 
ful, ja(%ing that bis fiavondUe TnAta«tf» wodd love 
to hav^soibe bwe spots for dancing ground!'^ — If 
they had ever been wooded^ there seems Httle 
reason to dodi>t^ that these people, who, are famous 
for tradition^ history, would have possessed some 
account of the change which had been effected^ 

Pieces of crockery, mimufactured of rude male^ 
rials, but evidently with mudi tast^ have repeat^ 
ediy been found within a &w inches of the s«r&»pe 
of these plains; and as no such remains of human 
art and industry bave been discovered in any othsr 

belie ve,^ that the tracts la which they have been 
secmt were once inhabited by a peopler^wfao luui made 
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considerable advances in the arts of civilized 
life; while others think, they are the productions 
of emigrants from South America. How, or by 
what means, these pieces, of crockery were con- 
veyed into the M^ilds of Upper Canada, it is now diffi- 
cult to ascertain. The Indians, to whom I have 
shewn several of thein, say, that they never wer6 
manufacturied by their people ; and we have 
every reason to believe their assertion, — for if they 
had once acquired the art of manufacturing such 
useful articles, it is not likely that they would ever 
have lost it. If this be true, it follows, as a matter 
of indubitable certainty, that people of a different 
race once inhabited the country. From the rude 
and common materials of which the crockery has 
been composed, it is very evident, it could hot 
have been manufactured in Europe, at least, not 
since the discovery of America; atid, I believe, few 
persons will attempt to prove it to have been 
manufactured there before that period. 

An opinion seems to prevail in every part of 
Canada, that, as the few trees which grow on the 
•plains are always of a different species from those 
which grow in the woods that environ them,, they 
never produced any other. But this is, in my 
opinion, a false conclusion. It is a fact well known 
in these Provinces, that if you divest any tract of 
forest of its present growth of timber, and after- 
wards allow the land to run wild, in a few years 
it will be covered with a growth of timber essen^ 
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tially different from that which has been destroyed. 
I have myself seen a field of fourteen acres, which 
had once within the memory of man, been thickly 
wooded with Maple, Beech, and Oak, afterwards 
completely covered with Poplar and Elder, although 
not a tree of either of > these kinds had ever been 
observed within several miles of the ii^closure. 
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DOMESTIC ANIMALS OF THS CANADA8 •— « tHE HORSE •— HORNED 
CATTLE —> SHEEP AND ItOOS»->WILD ANIMALS— THE MAMMOTH 
— THE BUFFALO — THE MOOSE-DEER *-— THE FALLOW-DEER— 
THE ELK— *-THE CARIBOO^ OR REIN-DEBR— THE BEAR. 

The domestic animals of Canada are very much 
inferior in appearance to those of Gr^at Britain and 
Ireland. The Horses of the Lower Province, though 
small and barbarously treated, are nevertheless the 
most serviceable animals in the world. They seldom 
exceed fourteen hands in height; and, although 
clumsily made, and thick-shouldered, are amaz- 
ingly flcQt and sure-footed. They will endure all 
kinds of hardship, and live on any food. In Sum- 
mer, when not working, they are allowed to range 
the woods in quest of herbage; an abundant supply 
of which they could easily procure, were they not. 
prevented by the flies. From these tormentors of 
their lives, they are obliged to shelter themselves 
in some building, to which they invariably resort 
during the greater part of the day ; nor are they 
secure from these attacks, even in the night time. 
From the latter part of May to the beginning of 
September, the musquito, that indefatigable plague 
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of man and beast, never ceasesi for a single hour/ 
to wage the most virulent war against them. In 
Winter, thes^ serviceable but bard-fated animalis 
are seldom indulged with a comfortable, stable to 
shield them from the rigours of this incleqaeAt 
cKme. They are, it is true, frequently inclosed in 
a miserable hut, the woodent logs of which are sp 
loosely put together, that you might almost throw 
a yearling colt through each of the numerous; aper- 
tures. In these comfortless sheds^ they are com- 
pelled to subsist on poor and scanty fare, without 
any sort of attendance, .or even a bed of straw 
upon which to stretch themselves. This breed of 
horses was originally impQi:ted from Normandy in 
France, and numbers of them are now annually 
exported to the West India Islands, where they 
are found to bear the heat of the, climate much 
better than either English or American horses. In 
the Upper Province, the horses are of the Ameri- 
can and English breeds: They are larger and 
finer in their limbs than the Canadian horses, but 
cannot ,80 well endure fatigue luid hardships, and 
are subject to a greater Variety of diseases. 

It is generally supposed, in Europe, that all 
domestic animals degenerate on the New Continent ; 
biit thia^ iii a mistaken idea. European . animals 
certainly will not degenerate in America, if they 
are as well treated there as in^ their native coxm- 
tries. It happens, however, that domestic animals - 
of every class have little attention bestowed upon 
ihem, jin almost every part of North America ; and 
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Qxporience may donvince any man of common 
underistandinfr, thai the gro\(^th of an animal de- 
pends greatly on the treatment which it receives 
when young. 

Hqrned Cattle, in both the Provinces of Car- 
nada, are at least one third smaller than those 
in Great Britain and Ireland ; and are treated, i£ 
possible, with greater cruelty than the horses. 
They are never housed in the Winter ; and not one 
fieurmer among ten thinks of giving his milch-cowa 
a single hundred of hay, during a Winter of nearly 
five qionths' continuance. They are seen in the 
severest weather, when the snow is almost deep 
enough to cover them, skulking about the bam 
doors ; where, one would tl^ink, their pitiful looks 
and sunken sides would be sufficient to extort pro- 
vender from a heart of ston^« Notwithstanding 
the inhuman treatment which they receive during 
Winter, they are found in excellent condition soon 
after the return of Summer, and giv6, I believe, 
nearly as much milk as the best English cows. It 
is somewhat remarkable, that Englishmen and 
Irishmen, who in their own country were acous* 
tomed to treat their cattle in a much better man^ 
ner, should here conform in this, as well as in most 
other particulars, to the pernicious customs of their 
Canadian neighbours. It was computed, that, in 
the Winter of 1822, fifteen hundred head of cattle 
perished in the township of London alone, and a 
proportionate humber In all the other new townships 
of the Province,— every one of which might hav« 
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lieeii saved if they had been hquaed, and the com- 
mon feelings of humanity exercised towards them. 

Cattle are subject to a variety of diseased in 
Canada, the most prevalent and fatdl of which is 
that of the hollow horn. In Winter, when the cold 
is intense, and the poor animals are nearly famish- 
ing with hunger, the pith of the horn becomes 
frozen, and, as the Spring approaches and the 
weather becomes warmer, a mortification ensues, 
which very soon proves fatal, unless prevented by 
the iLmputation of the horns, or by boring. them 
with a large gimlet, and immediately injecting a 
quantity of turpentine. The holes should be made 
in the under part of the horn, that the corrupted 
matter may run off as soon as possible. 

'Sh£Bp, in every part of the country, are the 
most miserable-looking animals imaginable. They 
seldom weigh more than 50 lbs. a carcase, and 
their wool averages about 2 lbs. and a half, a fleece. 
But it is greatly superior in quality to English 
wool. This, I believe, is partly to be attributed 
to the introduction of Merino sheep into the coun- 
try by the late Lord Selkirk, and partly to the 
influence of climate; for it is a well-known fact, 
that animals of all kinds, inhabiting cold countries, 
are clothed with a much finer coat than that which 
covers the same species in warmer climes. In 
Cana<^, the Summer weather is too hot to allow 
sheep to feed in the day-time ; and, in the night, 
they must be housed to preserve them from the 
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ravages of the wolf. This oircumstance alone pre- 
cludes the possibility of improving their breed ; 
for if the best sheep in Europe were compelled to 
submit to a similar mode of treatment, they would 
certainly degenerate^ and become worse thian the 
Canadian breed, — if worse were possible. 

Hogs, and particularly those which are mixed 
with the English breed, are of an excellent descrip- 
tion, thrive well, and are exceedingly hardy, 
though not large. They are generally killed at a 
year and a half old, when they weigh about two 
hundred -weight. They are always fattened upon 
maize ; and their flesh is, in my opinion, equal to 
Irish Pork. / 

Beef, though seldom found of first-rate quality, 
is generally of a very fair kind ; but mutton, bears 
no more resemblance to English mutton, than 
Virginia tobacco does to refined liquorice-ball. 

The French horses sell for about <£16 each ; the 
better sort of the horses of Upper Canada, for <£20. 
Oxen cost <£15 a yoke ; cows, 50 shillings a piece ; 
and sheep, about 6 shillings and 3 pence each. 

'The Wild Animals of Canada are verynume- 
'Tous, and many of them exceedingly troublesome. 
They are, the Buflfalo, or Bison; the Moose, or 
Elk; the Fallow-Deer; the Bear and Wolf; the 
Wolverine, Fox, and Catamount ; the Wild Cat, 
Lynx, and Kincajew ; the Weasel, Ermine, Mar- 
tin, and Mink; the Otter, Fisher, Skunk, and 
Opossum^ the Wood Chuck, Hare, and Racoon; 
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ihe Black'^ Grey, Red, Striped, and Flying Squir- 
rel ; the Beaver, the Musk- Rat, and Field-Moose ; 
the Mole and the Porcupine. 

The Mammoth is supposed by the Indians to be 
still an inhabitant of the Canadas; but his exist- 
enoe at present is very doubtful. The bones of 
these huge animals have repeatedly been found in 
different parts both of the Old and New Continent, 
but particularly in the latter. From the form of 
their teeth, they are supposed to have been car- 
nivorous ; and from the size of their bones, it is evi- 
dent, that they were at least ten tim^s larger than 
an elephant. Their remains havfe been discovered 
very frequently at the various salt-springs which 
are contiguous to the river Ohio ; and in several 
other regions of the New Continent. The Indians 
have various traditions respecting these animals^ 
many of which appear to be tinctured with absur- 
dity. One of the Virginia Governors, having 
asked some delegates of the Delaware tribe of 
Indians, what they knew or had heard about the 
Mammothy the chief speaker immediately put him- 
self into an oratorical attitude, and with' a'pofnp 
suited io the supposed elevation of his subject*, 
informed the Governor, that it was a tradition 
handed down from their fathers, that, ^^ In ancient 
times, a herd of these animals came to the big bone 
Ueksy and began an universal destruction of the 
bears, deer, elks, buffaloes^ and ot£er animals, 
which had been created for the use of the Indians. 

n3 
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But the Great Man above, looking down ani) 
beholding the slaughter, was so enraged, that h« 
seized his lightning, descended to the earth, and, 
seating himself upon a neighbouring mountain,— 
on a rocky point of which his seat and the print of 
his feet may still be seen, — * he hurled hia bolt« 
among them, till the whole were slaughtered, exf 
cepting the big bully which, presenting his forehead 
to the shafts, shook them off as they fell. At 
length, however, he omitted to parry one, which 
wounded him on the side; when the enraged 
animal sprung forward, and bounded over th^ 
Wabash, the Illinois, and, finally, over the Great 
Lakes/' 

Colonel G. Morgan says, when he first visited 
the Salt Licks, on the Ohio, he met a large party 
of the Iriquois and Wyandot Indians, wlio werfe 
then on a war expekiition against the Chickfk3aw 
tribe. He fixed on the head chief, a man 84 years 
of age, as a person likely to give him some authen^ 
tic information respecting the existence of these 
animals. After making him some small presents 
of tobacieo and ammunition, and complimenting 
him on the wisdom of his nation, their prowess in 
war and prudence in peace, he signified his own. 
ignorance respecting the bones^ which then lay 
before them, and requested the chief to te^l him 
what he knew conoetning them. '^ While I was 
*' yet a boy," said the venerable monarch, " I pass^ 
' ^^ this road several times to war, against the Cataw- 
" bas ; and the wise old chiefs, among whom was 
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^^ my own g^rimdfathmry then gave me the tradition 
^* handed down to us respecting those bones, the 
^^ like of which are found in no other part of the 
*^ country. After the Great Spirit first formed the 
" wdrld, he made the various birds and beasts 
^' which now inhabit it. He also made man ; but| 
*^ having formed him white c^nd very imperfect 
^^ and ill-tempered, he placed him on one side 
** of it, where he now dwells^ and whence he 
^' has lately found a passage across the great 
^^ water^ to be a plague to us. As the Great Spirit 
^^ was not pleased with this his work, he took a 
^^ piece of black clay, and made what white men 
*' call A 5£GR0> with a woolly head. This black 
^ man was much better than the white man ; but 
** he did not answer the wishes of the Great Spirit^ 
^^ that is, he was imperfect. At last the Great Spirit^ 
^' having procured a piece of pure red clay, formed 
^^ Arom it the red man, perfectiy to his mind ; and 
^' he was so well pleased with him, that he placed 
^' him OB this great island, separate from the white 
^^ and black men, and gave him rules foc^his con- 
^^ duct, promising him happiness in proportion as 
^^ they should be observed. He increased accord'- 
*^ ingly, and was quite happy for ages. But the 
^^ foolish young people, at length forgetting those 
^^ rules, bteatoi# exceedingly ilMempered and 
^^ wicked. In consequence of this, the Great Spirit 
^^ created the Great Buffido, [meaning the Mani- 
^^ mothj the bones of which are now before us. 
^^ These made war upon the human species alone. 
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^ and destroyed ally except a few, who repented 
** and promised the Great Spirit, that they would' 
^* liv^e according to his laws, if he' would restrain' 
** the devouring enemy : Whereupon 4ie ^nt forth' 
" lightning and thunder, and destroyed the wh^ld 
^* race [of the Mammoth] on this spot, excepting 
** two,, a niale and female, which be shut up in 
** yonder mountain, ready to be let loose agaiii, 
'* if occasion should re(Jui're.^ 

Such are the ideas which the Indians entertain 
concerning those surprising animals; and' such is 
the only information that could ever be obtwied 
irespecting their existence. From the astonishiilg 
size of their bones, it is very evident, that nothing 
but a singular visitation of Providence eould have 
caused their extirpation : For -surely no animal, 
or herd of animals, ai present in being, could haVe 
mustered sufficient courage to attdck a monster, 
whose enormous tusks measure upwards of six feet 
in length. If, however,- they were carnivorous, — 
and, as I have before observed, it is ge^n^rally 
concluded that they were, — their^ uncommon bulk 
might render them too inactive to give chaCe to 
animals of lighter,- and consequently, suppler 
'limbs; andthusj-^as some persons have reasoned, 
— "for want of sufficient subsistence, the species 
ha^ probably become extinet.'^ But this opinion 
is no derogatory from the wisdom of God djs 
'displayed in the creation, that I dare -not pre- 
sunie to maintain it without good data. For it is 
' quite improbable, that He, who, when he contem 

Digitizeft by Google 



7HB BUrFALO. ]^ 

{dieted all the oreaturea wJiioh He had made, «^d 
pronoonoed them *^ very good," and condequ«tly. 
welt adapted to the several purposes for wfaieH 
they were created^ would have uttered »u<}h ap- 
proTing expressions, if any single animal had l).een 
So formed as ta incapacitate it from procuring a 
sufficient supply of that food which He had de- 
signed for its subsistence. It is universally allowed, 
that, whether the Mammoth was carnivorous or 
graminivorous, he could easily procure an abun'- 
dance of food, in any part of America, if he were 
capable of employing the necessary exertion for ^ 
obtaining' it ; and if the* Indian story, about his 
l^pilig over the Lakes at a single bound, has thie 
least shadow of truth, he could not be deficient « 
this ^jualification. Besides, an animal which existed 
so lately as the discovery of America by Colum- 
bus, a period of more than, 6Q00 years after the 
tsreation, could not then be in danger of perishing 
for want of subsistence; for, at that time, the 
^country swarmed with all. kinds of wild animals, 
and abounded with inexhaustible supplies of muci- 
laginous shrubs and nutricious herbaget 
r The BuFrALo,— Le Bosuf -de, Ca/iacfa,— though 
no^w unknown in the settled parts of Upper and 
Lower Canada, is still very numerous in the North 
Western territory. He is much larger thap the 
domestic bull, particularly about the head^ neok^ 
and shoulders. I measured the only one that. I 
iever saw in Canada* He was nine foet six inches 
'kmg, from the lower extremity of the horn to the 
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insertioii of the tml^^ Tbe t^ of his dkoulder was 
Steven feet four inches from the graimd: and the 
eireumforence of his body> m the widest part^ 
ei|^ feet elev^en inches. His head and neck werer 
of a prodigious sise^ but his hinder limbs in parti*^ 
^ukur were very light and his tail short. The haiir. 
on his head, neck, and shoulders, waa long and 
much curled, especially about the forehead* — Theix! 
^kins are used by the Canadians to shield them 
from the inclemency of the weather while riding 
m skdges. They are commonly called ^^ideigh 
robes," mid sell for about seven doUari^ each. A 
f ttU^-grown Bufihlo will weigh 2,600 Ibd. 

The Fallow Diqbr are exceedingly numerous^ 
irven in the most thiddy^settled paHs of tlie coimr 
try. They are much larger than animals of a 
similar species in Great !&4tain, weighing generally 
about SOlbs, per quarter^ and often a good deal more^ 
In the mofrths of June^ July, August, and Septemr 
ber, they resort to the coves and rivears in the 
night, to escape from the virulent attacks of the 
flies, which, in the day-time, deprive them of res^ 
and food. At that season df the year, they are in 
prime order, and are killed with little difficulty in 
the water* 'Hie method of shooting them is rather 
singular : Two persons, the one armed with a gun, 
the other: provided with a paddle, proceed down 
the river in a 4ano^, which, haa a dark lantern sus- 
pended at its bow; The canoe is kept in tl^ 
middle of the river, and is allowed to drop down 
with the curifent* The man who steers^ takes cai^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



TJUHOOfiBUK. lAT 

to make 49 litUe ixom as poMble with hi» f»add}€u 
On arriving within 200 or 300 yards of tjie deer, 
tbey hear him dabbling in the water, and tluni 
ascertain as nearly as possible the spot in which Im 
stands. The canoe is then immediately directed 
towards him, and, as soon as he perceives the ligh^ 
he stands immovable, apparently admiring it with 
the utmost attention. His eyes glisten like halb of 
fire^ and, as the canoe ap^nroaches him, his eye* 
balls seem to increase in magnitude and splendour. 
The gunner remains still, until the canoe appro^hes 
within five or six yards of the deer, whea he disr 
charges hie rifle with the utmost certainty of sucr 
cess; He then bleeds his game, and, leaving him 
on the bank3 of the river, procfeds dowQ tb^ 
stream, wbei^e,in this manner^ he frequently sthoptfi 
two or three more before morning ; at the approach 
of which^ he tacks about, and as he returns homch 
ward, picks up his game, and floats it triumphttitly 
along. This is the only kind oif shooting which 
ever afforded me any profit, or indeed^ any plea- 
sure, in Canada ; and even this, to any but a atoi^t 
healthy man, is a very dangerous recreaticm. You 
are always sure of getting wet early in the night, 
and of course you must continue ii) that plight ti^ 
morning. The dews are aljio very heavy at that 
season of the year; and a month's confinemeat 
with a chilling ague, often too heavily counter- 
balances a night's recreation. 

The Moose Eiw^— Cfert?w» Alc4aj—^b^ now sel- 
dom or never se^n in Caiwla j although, from the 
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number of horns which are found in various parts 
of the country, it is evident, that these animals 
were once very numerous* Their horiis are of an 
astonishing size, measuring upwards of five feet 
from one extremity to the othei^. The Elk moves 
.very slowly, and is rather inactive, and therefore 
unable to ti^averse the woods with that ease and 
celerity peculiar to the Fallow Deer ; in conse- 
quence of which, great numbers of them were 
destroyed in the early settlement of the country. 

The Cakibou, or Rein Dbek, distinguished by 
his branching palmated horns apd bi*ow antlers, is 
found in those parts of Lower Canada which border 
on the District of Maine. These, as well as every 
other animal of the Deer kind, feed on wild grass, 
and the leaves of the most mucilagipous shrubs. In 
winter^ they subsist on nuts and berried, which 
they obtain by rooting up the snow with their 
antlers. 

The American Bears, — Ursu^ Niger, — ^differ 
'Very materially in their disposition . from animals 
of the same kind on the old Continent. Unlikb 
those ferocious monsters, they never attack man, 
unless when wounded, irritated by dogs, or In the 
protection of their young. They are, however, a 
great annoyance to the settlers in every part of 
Canada. In suifimer, they rlinge along the edge 
of the woods, bordering on the settlements, for 
the purpose of watching the herds of swine, as 
they etiter the forests in quest of nuts, and 
not unfrequently destroy great numbers of the 
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grunting raoe. When a herd of swine is attacked, 
all the members of it unite, and form a circle, of 
\irhich their heads are the various and close points 
of the circumference. Thus they present a for- 
midable and compact frontier to their enemies the' 
bears, which are frequently compelled to sound a 
temporary rfetreat from the field of action* Bu^ 
the assailants are generally succ^essful, except when 
they fiave to encounter the tremendous tusks and 
Herculean jaws of aged hogs, which deal destruc- 
tion on the fiercest adversaries. Two bears are 
more than a match for a hundred young hogs; and, 
in a single night, they sometimes destroy a suifi- 
cient number to satisfy their desires fpr a month. . 
It is natural to suppose that animals so injurious 
to the Canadian farmer, whose greatest source of 
wealth and comfort is chiefly derived from his 
flocks and herds, should become an object of pub- 
lic as well as private hostility. But there is ano- 
ther motive by which the Canadians are induced 
to exert themselves in the destruction of as many 
of these swine-devourers as they can. The value 
of their skins, which are worth from five to seven 
dollars each, and the excellent quality of their 
fle^sh, which is said to be superior to the finest pork, 
are inducements by which many a sportsman who 
has neither flocks nor herds to protect, is led tp 
engage in the chace. The oil which the fat of the 
bear produces, is also very valuable, and jaccounted 
by the American Quacks, to be an infallible assau- 
ger of all pains, particularly siioh as are of a rheu- 
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matic natare* A full grown bear often weighs 
400 Ibd.^ and is estimated, skin and oil included, to 
be worth at least 20 dollars. — In the early part of 
winter/tbese animals take up their abode in the 
trunks of large hollow trees, where they continue 
without nourishment of any kind until the sue* 
ceeding' spring. If, in the beginning of the winter, 
snow falls previous to a severe frost, many of them 
are traced to their winter quarters, from which in 
such cases they seldom escape with life. This kind 
of hunting is, however, like every other in Ame- 
rica, a very dangerous and disagreeable employ- 
ment. The bears frequently run 40 or 60 miles 
into the interior, in quest of a suitable asylum for 
the winter ; and by this means their pursuers are 
led into the, wilderness, where the snow sometimes 
leaves them before they have obtained the object 
of their pursuit. The weather, at that season of 
the year, is very much clouded, and liable to sud- 
den and unexpected changes ; and the huntsman, 
who leaves home with good tracing, intending to 
return upon his own track, is often compelled to 
find his way back as he can, without the possibility 
of retracing his steps. Pitiable, indeed, is the case 
pf him who^ in such circumstances^ is without a 
compass by which to steer his course, or a sun tpi 
direct his path ! 
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LETTER XI. 

TflB TRACKS OV THREE BBARSr-*THE PLACE OF THEIR RETREAT 
—PRECAUTION IN FELLING THE TREE — DEATH OF ONE OF TH^ 
BEARS— FALL OF THE TREE IN WHICH THEY LAY — TWO SET* 
TLERS PROCEED IN PURSUIT OF THEM— ^HEIR ADVENTURE^ 

: A1ID PRIVATIONS DURING YHIRTEBN DAYS -*- TIf SIR SAFE KB* 
TURN, &C. ' / 

A REMARKABLE instance of thei disastrous «ort 
of huntings to which I have alluded in the preceding 
letter^ occurred in the London District, iQ the winter 
of 1S32. One of my father's settlers, of the name of 
Howay, discovered the tracks of three bears on the 
inomingvof the 11th December, and, after following 
them for about three miles, came to the tree ih 
which they had taken up their quarters. Halving 
Mn dog, his gun, and his axe with him, he began to 
^ut down the tree, the trunk of which was at least 
16 feet in circumference. Whilst engaged in this 
employment, he occasionally directed his eyes 
upward, to see if his motions disturbed the bears 
in the place of their retreat : He became at length 
weary of acting as sentry to thie prisoners, and ha^ 
nearly forgotten this needful precaution, when, in 
the midsft of his hewing, a large piece of bark 
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struck him on the head. This aroused his atten^ 
tion ; and, on looking again, he discovered, to his 
great consternation, one of the bears descending 
the tree, in the usual manner, — ^tail foremost. Ap- 
pt'ehensive that he might be attacked by his black 
friend, which he perceived was coming down with 
every appearance of hostility, he laid down his 
axe, and, taking up his gun, resolved to discharge 
its contents in the body of Bruin. Upon reflec-* 
tion, however, he desisted ; for he was afraid, if he 
should only wound the animcj, his Qwn life would 
be the forfeit of his eager temerity. While he was 
thus deliberating, his dog perceived the bear> flten 
only a few yards from the ground, and by his bark- 
ing, alarmed the brute so much that he ran up the 
tree with inconceivable swiftness. On arriving at 
the opening into the trunk, he turned himself 
'about, and, looking down attentively, survey^ the 
dog and his master. Howay now regretted, that 
he had not called upon some of his neighbour^ 
;to assist htm ; but, being afraid that if he should 
then go for any one, the party would in the , 
f mean time effect their escape; he rallied his cou- 
rage, and, resihning his gun, lodged a ball in the 
bear's neck, which, fortunately, brought him life- 
l€^ tQ the ground. Victory generally inspires the 
conqueror with fresh courage, and is seldom the 
fore-runner of cauticm; The conduct of Howay, 
however^ affords an exception to a rule so gene- 
rally acknowledged ; for, instead of being elated 
by his si|cc6fi^, and stimulated to pur^ug his cor^-- 
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quests, he reflected, that, although he had been 
tlius far fortunate, the favourable issue was tp 
be imputed, more to casualty, than to any particu- 
lar exertion of his own prowess, and concluded, 
that, if he continued to fell the tree, he might in 
his turn become the vanquished. He therefoi*e 
very prudently determined to go home and bring 
some of his neighbours to his aid. Leaving the 
bear at the foot of the tree, he departed, and in a 
short time returned with two men, three dogs, and 
an additional axe. They soon succeeded in cutting 
down the tree, which, when falling, struck against 
another, and broke off about the^ middle, at 
the identical spot where the bears lodged. Stunned' 
and confused, the affrighted animals ran sb close to 
One of the men, that he actually put the muzzle of 
his gun close to its shoulder, and shot two balls 
through its body. The other escaped unhurt, and 
the dogs pursued the wounded one, till he com^ 
pelled them to return with their flesh badly lace- 
rated. 

By this time the winter sun had ceased to shed 
his refulgent beams upon that portion of the globe, 
and the men deemed it imprudent to follow the 
tracks until the succeeding morning, when Howtiy> 
accompanied by a person of the name of Nowla^, 
an Anaerican by birtjh, and, of course, well-^ 
acquainted with the woods, followed the tracks, 
having previously provided themselves with a rifl^, 
an axe, about six charges of powder and shot, and 
bread and meat sufficient for their dinner. This 
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waa Bmly in the.BWMrwpg of TWaday, tker ISjth pjT, 
l^f c/8^)ber« Aboat two o'clock in the af tenaoon,;tliey 
wii^e; observed by «ome. p^rsonsi crossings the river 
'P^anflffii nearly se:vcu^,];niles from the* place at which 
t^^jf^ ofil This; wai3 the only iortelligence: that 
MJ9'fc»4pf thfna for 13 daysr After they had been 
a]^a^t for aonie t\me,< their friends concluded tlmt 
tjhay vi^fXiA eithe? have perisdie^ with hunger and 
c^ld^ ai:hav!e.becaar destroyed by the woundedi bear.^ 
]|;Vfaa^ sjtvpngly of opinions, thai they had beeiv 
ffOf^f Q. icy di^fi^th j;.. fqr> the: weatther wast excessively 
<V^x*?^ *h^ very slightly clothed, without a 
ti^de]D^ii(^^arkAioifi^ly^nf^ witii any me^si 

pjf shiel^nf tJl^qtifselves from the inclemency of 
t^e w^^j;)|er^ Xti^^elpre. assembled a^ large party , 
Ql^^^tJ^.§@i^^.^^;pertaJnmg to the townships of Lon-. 
^^JOktld.'. N9^p^i;i> and {proposed, tl^t wi^ should: 
^ffif^^ QWSeIyes);wi1ih) proyi^ioiis* for ^ few d^yS|,an4' 
gi9i jai^ %flef^ti^ of the two* uA^ortunaie hunters^ To^ 
tl¥9*9i^9P^l ^h^V M^abap^imqufily agreed ; ajid we 9e.tr 
off on the following morning, provided with pocket^ * 
€ft^fip^QS:and)ttu^peta, Scg^ood sn{>ply of amnm- 
n^ri^m a^ the n^ecesfai^f ^^ratus for lifting 
%Pf9vt§killg:^i|bJU§jSCim^ of the. bestrdogs. in^ the 
i^f^Qf^l^Ji I^Jtheiintc^rvaL b^weepi^tibeiii depa^tuire 
a^^o^fi^ ^(jp^K^ial rtl^w^. had takpn/|iace, which 
lfijft>i^t .tib[e>4i£b|(;st tey^r of sm^w ijpon the.grojund,^ 
e^eeplvin, loj^a^d jBwempy^ aitjciation?. Webad, 
thMefi^cc] p0 kapl^ £f)r our dir^ioa,! nor any ideai 
cfC thfh ppii,rft^ ^W^^ Hpw^y P^^ Nowlau hax^^ 
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sbns' who saw them crossing the Thames^bri the (day 
of their departure. We had no V0ry Banguine 
hopbs' of finding them ; but eoiitinuied for two 
days to explore thoc^aiul^ of acres of itltei^mi- 
nable forests and desolate swatnps^ fopJiiireiTttlj^ 
ilntrodden by human foot, yet without the niost 
distcbit prospect of 8Uc(^esS• We retui'ned hobi^y 
having givelci up all expectation of seeing theni' 
dgetiny either liviAg or dead. Ther^ WW; froweve^r, 
one eon^ideratioh whibh adtaiilistered a ]^6Jrtion of 
comfort to our anxiety: The objects of our^eiEirch 
were men without families,^ — they weire ^ti^aAgers 
ih Ameri<ia. They Iwd no pat'etitS Here, tici nibUrh ' 
o^r thehrufttimely fate ? iio M^ve^, to* tametit the 
hotir whren^ they fit^t fia6*, ot' the' m^pmerit' When 
they last parted; aAd-no children, to dijplore iheir 
early or][)hanage, or to <kll iri ^airi for thfeii* fethers' 
returh. In* fact, tKey were^ mouYned by nohe buV 
usricoAiiected lieighbbuwj. 

Thirteen days hadhbi^ elttpii^d since the dejiar- 
ture of th^ two ad^tent)u1roU!i setttef^, and all hfope 
of theif returti liiEtd- completely vanished. On tiie 
morning of Christmas-day, as I was in the act of 
sending messengers to some of Howay's most 
intimate acquaintance, to request them to take an 
inif^ntory of his property, fwas informed tliat he 
ah^ his companion had^ returned a few hour^ be- 
foi<i, alive, but in a^ most Wtetched condition. 
\i5rfeti' 1 had i*ecovered in some tiieasiire^ from* my 
^ 8«r{)ride; I went U> see thetii ; for I felt anxious to 
h^ jfh)fi]('theti(i^elVes an. clccoUht of -their extra*- 
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ordinary preservation. Never in my life did I 
behold such spectacles of woe, poverty and distress. 
Their emaciated countenances, wild and sunkea 
eyQ3, withered limbs, and tattered garments, pro- 
duced such an extraordinary effect upon my ima- 
gination, that I approached them with a degree of 
timidity for which I was unable to account. I sat 
down beside them, and for some time fancied that 
I was holding converse with the ghosts of departed 
spirits; nor could I entirely banish this idea from 
my mind during a conversatioQ of several hours^ 
Their preservation appeared to me as signal an 
interposition of Providence, as any of which I had 
before heard ; and, since it may not prove unin* 
teresting to you, who are unacquainted with the 
woods and wilds of America, I shall give you a 
particular account of it. I consider it the more* 
likely to interest youi, because it is none of those 
second-hand stories which usually, aa they fly from; 
cabin to cabin, increase prodigiously, until they 
swell beyond the reasonable bounds of probability,, 
and fearfully invade those illimitable regions. 

Where human thought, like human sigh^ 
Fails to pursue their trackless flight. 

On the day of their departure, they pursued the : 
bear, which took a North- Western course, for fit 
least twenty miles, and at night stopped upon his 
track. With great difficulty they lit a fire, having 
contrived to produce a light by the application of a 
piece of 4ry linen to the pan of their gun wliiUt ^ 
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flashing it. Thus, before a good Are, they spent 
the first night, which was exceedingly cold, both 
supperless and sleepless. 

In the morning they continued the chace, as soon 
BS they had eaten a small piece of bread, the 
crumb or fragments of their dinner on the pre- 
ceding day : This was equally divided, between 
themselves and their dog. About noon when they 
hdd travelled on the track through all its windings 
and doublings for at least twenty miles, they were 
unable to distinguish the North from the South, 
and of course considered themselves lost in the 
boundless immensity of immeasurable forests. 
They resolved to pui*sue the bear no longer, con- 
scious that it would lead them still further into the 
wil4erness, from which they apprehended they 
could liot without difficulty extricate themselves ; 
for the snow was disappearing fast, and the rain 
continuing to increase. They now recollected, 
that, in the early part of the day, they had crossed 
over the track of another bear which they fancied 
would lead them to the settlements. This they 
unwisely resolved to follow, consoling themselves 
with the thought, that if it should not conduct' 
thein to the abodes of man, it might lead them to 
the beards retreat ; and that if they should succeed 
in killing hfm in a spot even remote from any settle- 
ment, his flesh would afford them nourishment, and 
his skin a more comfortable couch than the snow- 
covered deserts on which they had hivouaced the, 
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pf ecedliij^ ^^t Hc^po^ wli^ii^— tlpougi^ it V^t^ 
]bids desponding thpughtjs ,dppart> emd fsomistifl^ 
cheers us in the darkest hour,— is top frequently tlftf! 
pj^se pf our e:?cpe(eting whpre expectation fe vftin 
%n^ disappoir^tment ruinous, h^d, in th^ pr,e^nj( 
ii^stance^^ fl^^arly p^ecipjitatpd its unfotti^i^at^ yo-? 
I^rie^ Vitp tlije YOirte;?:^ pf irretrievable misery* 
^i^ey foUowed :pn the trc^ck, until th^ moy^: 
pomplj^t^ly 4i^Af^hredy and the s^y becian^ scj 
dr99id&iUy <^vj9rQast, that they wer? comppUe^d to. 
ITjelinqui^bftll id^9 of hunting, and to tWnk only of 
escaping from sioUtude arid starvation. Tbey w'ere 
\^ this tim^ on ih^ b9,nks of a small rivul^et^ jbha 
cQuns^ of whiefe they resolv^ to pur^ue> expeotiAg 
tha^ a WQuJd eventually le?^d t^^em to the Thwwes^ 
ifito which they calcul«tted, as a n^atter of nn- 
^oulxted centainty, it emptied itself. On t^ bav^s 
^f this rivukt ikey passed the second nights bjuyt 
Vreje not able to get any sleep. It mini^d inftw-. 
aajatly, and they suiSexed much ^om their iexppa^d; 
situation; for they were only partjaUy cov^md) 
with a few strips of bark. The wolv/es howled 
around them, and th^ tempest "fiercely btew»". 
The trees bent their proud crests even with the 
ground; and many, torn up by the roots through 
the violence of the wind^ fiall to rise no more, near 
the very spot on whieh our travellers vaiinJy sought 
repose. 

On the third day they continued their journey 
down the brook;, which, growing wider and wider^ 
inclined them to think it was the head of some 
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***eiwfve riwr /and they ho^a^ ^ro^^ t* 

be tliat ctf tha Thamefe. lli^ Vittl^rioe ^f ihe ^to*rii 
began to ^subside abd^ ^ nobh, feat Witlidftt ftny 
iSbalement ^f the c6id, or eeR^atfon 6i ihe ralrt^ 
Whach tjonthraed to fall dttring the whole of tlie 
day, A little before sunset they ffired oft k paJr-» 
tridge, but unfortunately missed it. Three ^Aai'gegi 
of powdef and «hot were now all that reln&ined : 
SIfll hope, with its sustaining influence^ ^prevented 
theit hearts from sinking within them, and still did 
fliey expect a speedy termination trf their toils and 
dcrfTerrngs. But another joyless night found them 
waking in all it3 wt^ehes, gtnd another ^hlessr 
mofnittg saluted them, — the victims^ of desjiair^ 

Gh the fourth day, they felt excessively huttgry 
Mid ^^eak ; thei^ thirst also Was^ fiYs(ktiable^y \^m^ 
edtin^elled every fiv^ ot ^x mittuted to dtiilkv 
Itk ^# eJ^ttn^cm, theil- hiMget* in^^ab^ to tmh € 
d^M^ thai they oould have iaJb^ a^y tMnj^ 
^ee|^ liumbbn fiesb. Siltty hours had now efo|)^sed 
without tlldr having ta^ed food o£ «ny kibd ^ and 
the Apiialling idea of Huffing by starvsiti^^ for 
Itie first time, c^i^lnided itself. B<efdM the tlmd ol 
thd day^ however, th&y to^de^^ m shoti^l^ m 
^t#idg^, 4n6 half olt Which they imptudently i^ 
as their supper, and feasted on the remainder ai 
hfmkfyMt the ehsaifig mOriling,-^thtis fuifillihg the 
setipiu^al injun^ioti in a sense in whi^ it wai ^not 
cetiveyed, ^'iPhke ho thmi^ht for the moi^roi^J' 
They deela^ed, their hungef was^ ii(^ little ai|Jped3»d' 
by eatSiig thid ^M, t^m it Would hikVe beei^ at « 
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more fortunate period of their lives, by swallowing 
a cherry ! Little more than one charge of powder 
was no w^ left; and this they resolved to preserve 
for lighting fires, knowing, as the frost had again; 
set in, that if .they were expased for a single night 
to the weather, without the protection of a fire^ 
they must inevitably perish. 

The fifth night proved extremely cold, and 
Nowlan perceived in the morning that his feet were 
badly frozen. Pitiable as their situation was before 
this heart-if'ending event, it then became still more 
wretched. This unfortunate man had now to 
endure a complication of unprecedented sufferings. 
To the imperative hankerings of hunger which be 
eottld not satisfy, a continual thirst which he could 
not appease, a violent fever which seemed not to 
abate, and the ^* pelting of the pitiless storm" from, 
which he had no shelter, there was added a spc'*. 
oies of torment the most excruciating that humMt 
nature is doomed to suffer. Until this deplorable 
event, they had travelled at least fifty, miles a day^ 
— walking, or, as they expressed it, running from, 
before sun-rise until after sun^set. They were, 
now unable to perform more than half their accus*, 
tomed journey, and even that with the utmost 
difficulty. 

On the afternoon of the sixth day, the sun .ap- 
peared fot a few moments, and convinced th^m^ 
that they were not on the banks of the Thames.; 
The knowledge of this gave them much uneasi- 
ness^ from a conviction which it impressed on their 
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miods, tbat they were on the banks of a river which 
might lead them to the desolate and uninhabited 
shores of Lake Huron or Lake St* Clair. Still they 
preferred following its course^ hoping to discover 
some Indian settlement^ which they could have no 
expectation of finding if they departed from its 
margin. Immediately after the sun had disap- 
peared^ they discovered a boat on the opposite 
side of the river, and, a little further down, a 
canoe. The appearance of these vessels induced 
them to. think, that a new settlement could not be 
far distant; but, when they had travelled several 
miles further, and had not met with any other 
traces of inhabitants, they concluded thiat the ves- 
sels had been driven down the river by the ice 
during the late thaw, and had been stopped at the^ 
point where they were first noticed. They were 
just about to cut down some timber for the nighty 
when they observed a stack of hay a few perches 
before them, and on their side of the river. The 
hay appeared to have been meowed on the. 
flats, or shallows, where it grows spontaneously 
beneath the gloomy shades of the overhai^ing 
forest : This circumstance, when coupled with their 
recent discovery of the boat and canoe, convinced 
them, that they were in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of some settlement. The hay-stack afibrded 
them a comfortable asylum for the night, and 
appeared to them the most enviable bed on which 
they had ever reclined. 
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On the mornkig df the «eventh ^y, tfiey rose^ 
much Tefresftied, having enjoyed, for ^;he first time 
since fliey left home, tt few hours of sound sleep.- 
They were ^confirmed afre^lij ly the incident df 
the stack, in ttieir Tesolution to keep tjlose to the 
river, being elated with the idea that it woald cer-' 
tainly lead them to some inhabited place. ^ But 
t^eir dog, the faithful companion of their danger* 
and partaker in their sufferings, was that morning 
ilnaMe to proceed any ffirther. When he attempted' 
to follow them, he staggered a few paces, and then' 
fell, but had not power to rise again. Tihe hun- 
ger of ttie men had, by this time, increased to such 
a degree, that they could have eaten the most 
loathsome food ; yet they desisted from killing the 
dog; — they left him to die a lingering deathV 
rather than imbrue their hands in the blood of s 
fellow-sufferer. Scarcely had they proceeded a 
mile beyond the hay-stack, when they were inter- 
cepted by an impassable swamp, which compelled 
them to leave the direction of the river* Diffi- 
culties seemed to surround them on every hand, 
and success appeared to smile on them for a mo-' 
ment but to add to their other sufferings the pangs^ 
of blighted hope and bitter disappointment. They* 
were compelled to wander once more into the 
pathless desert, with very faint expectations of 
regaining the river. ^ 

They walked a considerable distance on the 
eighth day ; and at four o'clock on the nintfr, dis-. 
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c0i^i^ ith0 twckw irf itjiva Men and a dag^ Tbej^ 
tfsm 4in«gmeid ithe Long-iW/idifid-ifor settleiAent «4 
hfs^ : With reiiiieived flpimt and alc^ority, th^efdre^ 
^y ^li»bed onwiard^ indulging 4>y the way the 
fl^Pming ireflection, that the iesue of the newly dis* 
c^V^r^ track would eielohg tern^inate their w^>e«> 
wd bring themio enjoy once more the unspeakable 
pka^are of human society. Judge then what must 
have Jbeen their feelings, when, towards <^v<eiiing,^ 
tliey ss^erie brought to the Tery spot on wl^ch they 
}^^4 Itun fiye nighta befoirei Hope now no iongef 
shed Jner dekisiye rays iiitp th^ hearts ; and they 
nmtherhada thought, nor felt a^desire, U^ proiong a 
miaerable esiisieiuse. I^ey sat down, therefore^ 
WAtjhQut ma)ung a fixe, and for«ed a resolution,. 
I^MiA night, (to. end both their miseries and their 
lives. The tears trickled do>vn their haggard 
ch^eks^ as they gassed i^pon each others altered 
countenance ; aad the chief dread which both felty 
waf? ibhat tbe one Jahould die befdre his companion^ 
find Jieare theanrvivior to e:^pbe unp^tied and unseen » 
^npth^r ^eflMition added poignancy to their suffer* 
iDtgs; and that was, the idea of being devouredy 
aft^r ^mihf hf the ravenoua jnom^ters of the wit-^ 
dfedpi:)^^. HowJiy, however, with some degree of 
ffirlHtlde Qnde^tvoured to compose himself, truating^ 
ihot. ^ thought after his skin, wolves ^ooild de- 
s|i»y his mortal bcnly, yet in his^fles^ shonld he s#e^ 
God ; whi>m he should see lor kimsetf, and bis eyes 
should behold, .^nd not another.'' But ^owlto^ 
though sixty-ffbur winters had furrowed his cheeks,. 
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had very little notion of a future state^ — his p^risll' 
able body alone engrossed his attention. Ekiucated,^ 
or rather reared^ in this land of impiety and infi* 
delityi his ideas of the Deity and of his attributes 
were little calculated to elevate his views from the 
miseries of this worlds to the felicities of another 
and a better*. He had scarcely ever heard the 
sound of the Gospel, and knew nothing of it? offers 
of mercy. In this world he had no longer any 
interest; and about the eternal concerns of the 
next, he was wholly ignorant and seemed utterly 
unconeemed. How deplorable the situation of 
such a being ! Better for him had he never been 
bom ! With bright and well-founded prospects of 
a blissful immortality^ a man may rejoice in the 
midfi^ of tribulations^ if possible^ still more acute ; 
but, without these powerful consolations in a dying 
hour, he must sink in despair beneath the accumu-- 
lated weight of misery and remorse. 

After indulging in the gloomiest reflections for 
peiurly an hour, — during which time they both' 
declared, that if a tree had then been in the act^ 
of falling on them, they would not have made an/*: 
exertion to escape from its destructive strokie,— 
they began to look upon it as their duty to employ 
the means, which Providence had placed within 
tiieir reach, for the preservation of that life which 
He who gave possessed the sole right of taking 
away, and they resolved once more to light »fire. 
This, with the utmost difficulty, they accom-^'. 
plished, for they were so much debilitated as ta be^ 
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scarcely able to exert themselves in collecting a 
sufficient' quantity of fuel : As they consumed the 
last grain of their powder in this operation, they 
became susceptible but of one emotion, — that of 
indescribable horror, at the idea of being com- 
pelled, ere another night should elapse, to pay 
the debt of nature in a manner the most abhor- 
rent to their feelings. ^ They now conversed freely, 
but in a melancholy strain, on the method in which 
it was most likely that the frost would accomplish 
their destruction, and agreed in the opinion, that 
it would first attack the extremities of their bodies, 
and gradually^ proceed up towards the vitals, 
until their hearts'-blood should become congealed 
to ice. After this discourse, they lay down, almost 
unmindful of the past, and careless about the 
future, endeavouring to resign themselves to the 
fiate which awaited them, whatever that might be. 
On the morning of the ninth day of their 
deplorable wanderings, they arose in a state of 
perfect apathy, and began to traverse the same 
lands which they had so reluctantly trodden six 
days before. In the evening they arHved at the 
hay^stack, where they left the dog : They found 
him still living, but unable to get up on his feet. . 
He was reduced to a mere skeleton, land appeared 
to be in the agonies of death. The desire of life 
once more took its seat in their hearts, and they 
resolved to seek diligently for some sort of food. 
Their appetites were now so unconquerably ravenous, 
that they stripped the bark off an elm-tree, and 
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devoored large' quantities of its iimer rind. Scltrcely^ 
bad they eaten rfc, htow^ver, wheh they becAme 
exceedingly delirious,, iCnd tvere forced to life dowtf 
^cfag the hay, where they remained until morning" 
in an-ago^ of despair. 

By daylight^ oft' the 10th morfting, they 'wiBre^ 
ranch' better^ arid would have arisen; but, recollect- 
ing that they now possessed no mcd;erials for light- 
ing* a fir^, they resolved to roll thisms^lves up in 
the hay agaift, and quietly awdit thfe hour of dis- 
s^oliitipn, whenet^er it^ should' arrive.: Their reso- 
lution had bat just been fornied, when they heard* 
the joyful '{*)iwid of a cow-bell,^ whibh kerned to 
pro'ceed from the opJ)bsite shorb of the river. They 
arose immediately, and, on looking bVer th6 wafer,: 
perfceived,ito their infinite s^sfaotiOn, a log-hbase* 
recently erected, bu* yet without any dppearance 
of inhabitants. For ^ome tiihe they felt mcHnddl 
to distrust the evidence df their senses, and to cbti- 
^der tbs logr house- as a creature of their disturbed 
imaginations; They recoUeet^ passihg that way 
beforey without oblserving aAy building; but, on ' 
cafiirtg to inind the' circumstance of seeing the boatf 
ahd^the canbe^ they \^ere convinced that all was* 
reSaiity— deKghtful, heiir*-cheerSng realil^ !• They^ 
theirefore resolved, by some means or other to ford* 
the* river; and, walking^^ with 'feeble steps but- 

+ Tbe- sound of a cow-bell is always considered a joyful sounds 
by persons who. are lost in the n^oods; for when they me'et.wit*h 
dbmestic animals of any kind^ they are generally sure of soon 
^covering a settlfemeftt. 
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hcmndkig hearts along ih^ baiik^ they boovl iiB^> 
covered a oros^ing- plaice*. Chi arriving ai the: 
opjgpgitve shore^ they were loet by a whit0' mc^ ^b4 
t^o Ifikdians^ wiu> ifityk tbeqa^ to the:h^ae qfone^ 
Townseiiid^ witJi whom they were well acqUamtedy 
cHod from whem they expf riencedr every mswrk of 
attention whici^ their wretched eonditroi^' required^ 
The heart of densibtliiy^ if conversant with afflio-' 
tion, may form some estimate of their feelings* at; 
tjbiat moment* Every tender emotion^ of which 
the soul of unlettered man is. susceptible, may be* 
supposed to have been, in full exercise at that exhi^^ 
laratin^. interview : And if a single feelii^g had' 
thjBn any marked preponderanee oVjer another^ it 
roust have been that of GitfATin^DB — bpu&dlefis^. 
unspeakable gratitude, to the Protecting Epwer 
of an Almighty and Gracious, Deli verei!^ 

A few month* previous to tfais> events Townsendt 
had discovered* a saltrspring on the bank^ of the 
river Sauble; and was at this, time preparing^ tar 
commence a- manufactory of that< article, at a djb^f 
tance of nearly twenty miles- from any humat^^ 
Habitation.' This embryo salt«-manu£su)tOry' wals* 
the building which Howay and Nawlaii disoo^^red> 
after they heard the ringing of the oow«-bfell ; It* 
was a fortunate circumstance for them ; for, if this 
spot had been uninhabited, as it was a short time 
Before, they must unquestionably hav-e breathed 
their last on the ba,nk& of that* unexplored river ^ 
which flows into Lake Huron, at a point which is 
nearly 100 miles from any settlement. They were 
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only 30 mflea from the^Lake, when interrupted by 
the swamp, in avoiding which they had inadvert- 
ei^ly waaoAeated back into the woods, and, on dis- 
covering their own tracks, returned unconsciously 
to the place where they had lain five nights before, 
— a catastrophe which, at the time, they liBunented 
as adire misfortune, but which afterwards, as you 
have seen, was the cause of their final deliver- 
ance. 

At Townsend's house, they were fifty miles from 
home; every yard of which they had to travel 
through the wilderness, but not without the aid of a 
blazed line *f to direct them. Nowlan's feet were by 
this time in a very bad condition, and as he could 
not procure at that lonely dwelling the materials 
liecessary to prevent mortification, whiqh, he was 
apprehensive, would very soon take place, he and 
his companion set off early on the following morn- 
ing. Mrs. Townsend kindly furnished them with 
provisions, and every thing necessary for their 
journey; and, on the eve of the thirteenth day 
after their departure from the Talbot Settlement, 
they had once more the happiness of enjoying the 
comforts of their own fire-sides. So much for the 
enviable pleasures of the American bear* chase ! 

t When the Canadians enter the forests to form a settlement or 
for any other purpose, they mark the route which they take, by 
cutting off the bark from the trees with an axe as they go along; 
and the paths, thus marked, are caQed " blazed lines." 
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LETTER XII, 

fHE tfOLF*^THB WOI^VERIKE^THB POX— •THE CATAMOUNT— THE 
WILD CAT— ^THB LYNX, OR , LOUP-CERVIERf— THE KINCAJEW 
—THE' WEASEL— -THE ERMINE— *THE MARTIN— THE MINK— THE 
OTTER— THE SKUNK— THE OPOSSUM— THE WOpD-CHUCK— THE 
HARE— ^HE RACOON-^ THE ORBY, BLACK, RED, 8TRIPE9, AND 
FLY1NO ^BQUIRRBL— THE BEAVER— THE MUSK .RAT— THE MOUSB 
4)»«THB MOLE— THE SEAL— ^THB SEA-HORSE AND SEA-COW. 

Guthrie, m hia *^ Geographical, Historical, and 
Commercial Grammar/' haa the following strange 
passage respecting an animal, too w^ll known in 
America : " Woltes are scarce in Canada ; but 
*^ they afford the finest furs in all the country. 
*' Their flesh is white, and good to eat ; and they 
^^ pursue their prey to the tops of the tallest trees/' 
This sentence contains no less than five positive 
asMtertiohs, every one of which is diametrically 
opposite to the truth. The learned Geographer, 
while writing this singular passage, must either 
have been under the influence of an evil genius, or 
must have resolved to estercisehis talents for fabri- 
daiioii with a view to convince the public of their 
potency, or to satisfy himself respecting their ex- 
tent. For he certainly could find no authority in 
Vot. I. P 

Digitized by LnOOQ IC 



210 THE WOLF. 

the*annals of. Amerioan History^ for declaration^ 
8o utterly unfounded. 

Wolves are very itumerous in every part of 
Canada : They produce no fur at all : Their skins 
are, if possible, inferior to that of a dog, and of so 
little value, that, when the animals are killed, they 
are seldom deprived of their pelts. Their flesh is 
black, and so wretchedly bad^ that the most savage 
inhabitant or wild animal of the wilderness would 
not attempt to touch or taste it. They are also 
unable to climb the lowest tree; and, when they 
,are puj-sippg any ojther animal^ they give iip the 
:i)faace the moment that their prey takes refuge in b 
treci— There in no piart of Canada in which horses^ 
cows, sheep,' and hogs, are exempt from the rava- 
-ges of these desperate animals ; but the^ seldem 
attack a man^ uplea? they- are greatly oppressed 
with hunger. , . 

In the United States, a premium of 20, and, in 
some parts^ of 30 dollfirs, is given, tp any person 
who produQes a w;oIf^3^ head before the n^^^^ 
resident ma^istratQ., By this means^ the American? 
^ay expept. tp see them sopn extirpated from that 
jcountry. hx certajn Districts of jCc^ada^ also, four 
doUars are offered for every wqlf'shea^,. provided 
,it be taken by a whitq man. SiiiftU lis this sum js, 
yet if th^ywo^ld exjtend the same bounty to the 
Indiaiis^ mpre of these ravenous b^ast^ would ba 
destroyed in one mon^hf than are now kiUed in 
half a century. The natives, justly offended tjiat 
the bount;y is not extended ia them> would not 
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$l^rifiee fi charge of powder and ball, if they wer^ 
eonfident of shooting hajf a do^en Wolyes ; for their 
skins are. of no value, their flesh is never eaten^ 
and all who are acquainted with the Indian ch^-< 
racter know, that they have no Uncommon predi- 
lotion for unprofitable recreatipn, and will there- 
fore pass by a wolf with the utmost unconcern. A 
full-grown wolf is as J9,rge as an English mastiff, 
which he r0sembles in every part except the breast> 
where he is^^ mord strongly built thaft > 4pg- Their 
howl is .much lik^ that of blood-hpui^s ; whic}), 
when heard in the night^infte^ striken terlror into tlfte 
heart&of Europeans, who are unaccustomed to such 
Bocturnal music. « 

The WoLTERiNBor Carcajew, sometime^^t^led 
^^ the BeaAret*-eater," is not unlike a;badger> He 
is about two feet four inches long^ with a^rq^. 
jbody, shott thick legs, and large paws. His tail i» 
nearly eight inches long, and very bushy. His 
headisgre^, his back black; and his abdomen, a 
reddish brown. He lives in. holes, andJs camiv(>* 
Fous, subsHstmg on such of the. inferior animals as 
lie i^ able to i overcome. .Pennant says^ he is capa- 
ble of destraying a deer by fi^tetaing on its: body, 
^ndT continuing there untiL the animal becomes 
exhausted by its exertions to extri^^te itself: , But 
1 am inclined to doubt the correctness, of thia 
remark. 

' Fokfift are very numerous, and are o^ trouble- 
'some. to the fowl-houses, as the wolves are to the 
«hee]p-pens. There is a great variety of them io 
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the country, although they are liot often geen irf 
the day-time* The skin of the Black Fox is much 
esteemed 9 and is worth about four-dollars: Thoser 
of the grey and of the red fox are commonly sold 
for about six shillings. 

The Catamount is an animal of the cat kind. 
It has not beeil often seen in Canada of late years, 
it is somewhat longer than a wolf^ an/1 has a tail 
which measures nearly three feet, with short leg^ 
and a stout body. The Catamount is said to feed 
on blood, which it drinks from the jugular vein of 
such animals as it is able to subdue. 

The Wild Cat is a most formidable-looking 
animal. He has an enormous head^ is about three 
feet loUg, with remarkably large paw& and strong 
limbs. He is exceedingly fierce, but will never 
attack a man, except when provoked by wounds 
which he has received. His colour is a sallow-grey, 
with dark spots and stripes. 

The Lynx, or Lovp-cerviery is not often seen in 
the settled parts of Canada; although, to judge 
from the number of skins which I have seen in 
Montreal, they must still be very numerous in the 
North-west territory. The Lynx is larger than a 
Common^ized cat, and is covered with long fine 
hair, under which is a quantity of thick fur. His 
oolour is a mottled grey, except his tail, whiqh is 
black. 

The KiNCAJcw, sometimes improperly called the 
Carcajew, is about the ^me si^ze a« a Lynx. H!s 
shape is very handsome, and his limbs formed for 
activity and speed. His tail is nearly 3 feet long. 
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The WEAUELy — Mustela Nivalis f^ is exactly^ 
similar in Summer to animals of the same species 
in England. Like the hare^ he turns white in 
Winter^ when his fur is remarkably fine and very 
jbeautiful. 

The Ekmine^ — Mmtela Candida^ — differs very 
little from the weasel in size^ form^ and habits. In 
Summer, there is a black spot on the end of his 
tail, and the edges of his ears are of a light grey. 
In Winter he is entirely white. 

The Martin, — Maries gutture luteo^ — is more 
than double the size of a weasel. His colour is f 
kind of sable- white, which is never changed by the 
.weather. These animals are carnivorous, live on 
9quir)rels, and are numerous in every part of thp 
^country. 

The Mink is about the size of a martin, but dif- 
ferent in his colour and habits, being black and 
amphibious. 

The Otteks of Canada do not differ from those 
^of England, except that they are clothed with a 
thicker and finer coat of fur. 

The Skunk, or American Polb^cat, — Musiela 

^Americana Foetiday or ^^ Child of the Devil,'* Eur 

/ant da DtOble^ — is nearly two feet long and pro- 

^portionally thick. His tail is long and bushy, and 

his hair nearly all black, with a few white spots 

irregularly interspersed over the whole body. He 

^sees badly in the day-time, and is therefore seldom 

observed abroad but in the evenings, when he 

makes his appearance in searph of food; The Can^. 

p3 
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dfanft eat his flesh ; ttnd hm oil is usbd to reduce 
swellings which proceed from any kind of bruises.* 
He is furnished withorgatis for secreting aftd retain^ 
ing a volatile foetid sort of liquor, which he has also 
the power of ejecting to the distance of 16 or 20 
yards. When attacked, be never fails to discharge 
a volley of this offensive ammunition at his pur* 
•uers ; and seldom g^ves up the contest, Until hii 
whole stock is exhausted. 

The Ol>o8suM, — Didelphi^ MarsfupedUs,—n about 
SO inches long. His tail is destitute of hai^, and 
covered with scales, which give il the appearance 
of a snake's body. His feet and ears are also naked ; 
and he makes use of his fore-paws like a monkey. 
His hair is long and coarse ; and his colour> a ^e^ 
of various hues- The female is furnished with h 
pouch under the abdomen, in which she sepretes 
her young, whenever attacked either by mail 
or beast, and which she has the power 6f openiti|^ 
and shutting at pleasure. When the youHg are 
first brought forth, they are concrarled in this 
pouch, until they are able to run about. 

^he WooD-iCHUCK, or Ground-Hog, is an in* 
offensive animal. His body resembles that of an 
English pig, but his legs are like those of ft beiir, 
and his head exactly similar to that of a lap-dog. 
He is about eighteen inches long and very tiiick, 
barrows like the rabbit, and continues in his 
den the greater part of the winter. He is grami'^ 
nivorotrs, and his ?Le^ is said to be quite as good as 
teutton : In appearance it is equal to the iines^t 



Digitized by 



Google 



5rH« RACOOK. iii^ 

liimb. The skin of this animal isMtsed for vr&ip- 
thong^y tirid 18 esteemed greatly miperior to any 
iStber Iteiither for this purpose. 

The CSimdian IIakb,— l«pW« Atm« «/6t/«,-^ tery 
small, al^kys poor^ and never worth a charge of 
powdef and shot. In winter it is perfectly white. 

There are no Rabbits in Canada, except such as 
fiave been imported. ^ 

The Racoon, — ^rstis LotoTj — in form and size, 
jt^^einrblts the fox* His head, feet and body are 
grey; and life tdil, 'which is long and bushy, is 
encircled with alternate rings of grey and black. 
Ih liis halnts he bears a striking resemblance to the 
squirrel. Like him, he Scales the loftiest trees, and 
shorts aibong their branchiefs^ leaping from one to 
another, wllh a. dexterity aliiipst incredible. His 
food cohsMs of nuts and niaize. His fiesh is much 
esteemed by the Canadians, and hi& fur is usc^d in 
the manufactur0 of hats. In Winter he takes up, 
iis fAkiii^ in the trunk of a hollow tree, where, 
RaVing Secured a^ jSiufficIetat stock of providohs, he 
cdhtihu^ till the disappearing of the snow. He is 
etoily doxnesticai^d, a'nd in this state becomes as 
sportrve atid mischievous as a monkey. - - 

The OkeV Squirrctl, — Soiurus Cinerius^ — is not 
f eiry o6mm6n in Canada ; a few, however, may be 
found in every part of the country. This animid 
istiearly as large as a cat, and, like all others of the 
squirrel kind, is excessively proud. He* is indefati- 
gably employed during summer, ih laying up his 
p^visions. for the winter, • which he always de- 
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posits in tfome hollow tree as n^r as pos^tiUe to thp 
corn-fields. It is a singular circvmfitsaicey that five 
out of six of these animals are castrated ; and it;is 
still more singular^ that this operation is performed 
fay the black squirrels^ which appear to be in a stat^, 
of perpetual warfare with their grey brethren. 
. The Black Squirrel, — Seiurus m'ger,— is a very 
beautiful animal. His body is about twelve inches 
long, and his tail, which is remarkably elegant in * 
its shape, is nearly the same lengtji* The fledi xd 
this €uumal is highly esteemed by Canadian epi^ 
cures> and his skin^ is of some value. He and hi^ 
aids-de-camp, the red and striped squirrel^, are thia 
cause of more injury to the farmer, tjmn are all 
the other animals in America together, the wolf 
alone excepted. They not unfrequently destroy 
whole fields of corn in a single day* It is^ with the 
utmost difficulty and the greatest vigilance, that^ 
crop of com, which is contiguous to the wood% c^a 
be preserved from these and other marauders, tiU 
it has attained even the height of six inches. A», 
soon as the blade appears above ground, the stripeil 
squirrel commences his pernicious attacks. HeM 
followed by the black-birds, the red-breastsr ajpd 
the caterpillars ; and when ihe little which they 
leave begins to ripen^ the. red and black squirrek 
complete the work of destruction^ and finis coronate 
opu». I believe, there were upwards of one thou- 
sand acres of corn, destroyed by the squirrels alcHiCj 
within the township of London, in the summer of 
1820; aiid I have every year seen many families, 
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mho wei'e jiearly, and nome entirely, ireduocid to. a 
state of actual want/ by thes^ and other jaaish 
chievous quadrupeds and insects. 

The Red S(|uiR]icd[i is smaller than the black one^ 
"and, if possible^ more bi^atitifuL Hq is^ like aU 
others of the squiiurel species, fond of jnigrating 
from plac^ to place ; and possesses a singular 
address in crossing brooks, rivers, and small lakesl^ 
On arriving at a piece of Water, which they wish 
to cross, a large paarty of red squirrels assembb 
together, and constructing a raft of sufficient fiize^ 
which they launch without any diflSculty, Embark* 
fearless .of shipwreck; and tuwiing up their spread* 
ing tails to the . propitious li>reezfif ajfe speedily 
Wafled across to the opposite shore. 
^ 'The Striped SQUiRRiitu is still smaller than t^ 
red, and ^subsis|s on autp, ft*uit, mai^ And other 
grmn* He can ascend the loftiest trees^ and spring 
from bough to bough with the p^ctivity of a bird. It 
is the custom of the striped squirrel to burrow, in 
ihe ground ; and he is seldoni se^ during Wintjer. 
:Anim^ls of this kind are w nunaerous in every ppft 
of Canada, that a ^single maa might easily kill.a 
hundred of them in R few hours* 

The Flying Squirrel — Sciurus Americans V^- 
/0m---is the smallest and most singular animal pf 
jthe^class of squirrels. The fo];e and hind legs are 
oonnecrted together, and to the belly^ by a dupjyicature 
of cthe skin.* By extending this menabrane^ it is 
^^Ble, to leap from tree to tree with greiat iacilty 
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ite taft^ wfaieh is flat, i^i^^^ms a i^d<kr «6 HiStmi IfM 
cmitse* Its food iftnirtsliiid fruit. 

The Beaver,— Cia^/Of^ caManei <i6l6rU cdiidd ho-^ 
rig(ynki^U^ pkMmf^-^t e^^ the b^nte cr^atibn, is 
eiflNlowed with an institie^ the ttost powerful, attd 
faeartng the n^l^est ^ed^fiibMcie to intell^ei(^tttf 
ea{>acit5^. He iis% j^ri^t a^bhii^ct, andu Won^d^ 
f^Uy pra4[^cal advo<^ate for nminl^ifiiig; the botids 
bf-soci^^y. It is difficult for a ffersou who is 
tMaequaintM with ^ose mtlt^nefi pi whitfh tbei 
heaver is aninhlkbittatyto foiitti etny juH^nee^i^rQii 
c^ liSs kiimitaUe sMll &i lorbhiteoture^ and df his 
}a4bori0u^ i^ndfeav!^#s to^end?^ soemtyii^dy vato 
able> hy th« iuktwA exertion of edmbined foretei 
in producing iiidivida^ ^^itnfoH and ^U&cftivn 
l^ppine^. It % ahsc^Ht«Iy^tl«d«^«^t6 view the 
admiral](h|^ 6«ms1^tt6ted ii^l^iottsi 6f thej^ ^tohnys^ 
Ibefore %heif 6klll a^d i^^mf oah be properly 
^preciafedi Th^ beltvdr, When full groWn, «iM6ttt 
W^etghs moV^ thah^ llb^ ; and is dnly two te^i ^ine 
inches long^, froiki-tite ^odt to the itiseHlbki <)f tfa^ 
teiL Thfe cir<*ittfei^6n^fe of the body S«ar66ly 
Exceeds twentynseveii inches^ He po^sses nd 
greater strength or power of instih^t, cfoittSiderM 
individuaUyythah anjr other animal of equAl size 
iind similar construction. But whten viewed in thd 
light. of hiijgir'egiaritotts propensities, he ^igld^ td 
none but manin the attributes of reason, reflection', 
feresight and design. He contemplates, foresees^ 
desigtK^^fthd executes, with a facility and exactness 
that seem more than instinctive. They can impede 
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the d^rse of tb% iac^ rapM riVetHy^kud ^iirfdcit tW 
Witters into neW oliontiels; They oari lay pros^^atei 
tlie loftiest trees, and cire at oiioe laboarersy 
di^ksk)ns, ca^pe(nters, atad Itreliiteotfir ; dk{riayhi^ in 
enoh of tkeseoapa^ti^ti a i€«diiiess^md skill, \v4i£cb 
ka^e be^ti fondly supposed to Wkmg to lordly man 
alon^, and which are scarcely inferior to those i^suA 
are derived from theknowledge^scquired^byihninan 
^xperiel)^.^ ^ 

Previdencev^ thcm^h it design^ this afibaaltor 
be^'distinguyh[ed ftoto eyery other, ^ weil hy tb» 
singalarityof its pw* conformation, aa by 4hat of ^ita 
libdde, seems to have foriaaed H o^ a; plan in many in*: 
jMancfes'd^rant from'othel? quadrup^s. Itstmlw 
g^t^isd o^al, aiifdcdv^erefdwith^Cal^, iikc that of itt 
fish : With this $t srteeiW its ^Ourto in * the mort 
i^apid ottrrettts, and directs «ill its other motions^ in 
the^ watto. it has ^MembpaMs betwcien-tiid toeis ol 
its hind feet, b^t nohe bet^^^en those al the for# 
<me9. It^fote patt iA every t'CspectMse^ble^tltai 
«f a t6rre«ie ^s^al, its ^der paj^ 1^ ^H th# 
d[iaraet^ristics that distitlgi^ an a<}aatic \mng4 
it has four teeth, which serve oe^tsiohally as ait 
Ax!e, a sdW, a^ ian hdze* The i^urious coHocatkm of 
these teCth is, wheii duly applied^ l^erfectly ade^ 
xjnate to the prompt discharge of their vari^asf 
aiid important functions. 

. When beavers arte deprived of thrfr habitatidns 
by the lawless treachery of ftian, they assemble in 
the early part of Sunimer to erect others iii a new, 
lant!, if possiWe> in a mdre secure situation. Fat 
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1(hl8 {yurpQse, tliiey tielect some part of a lake or 
river, on the banks of which they can easily pror 
cure a sujBScient supply of timber as well for their 
personal sustenance, as for the erection of thei|r 
dams. Haying fixed on the most eligible situation^ 
they begin to gnaw down one of the largest tr^en 
they can find,— taking especial care, that, if on 
the bank of a river, it shall fall directly athwart 
the stream. As many as can conveniently sit 
around this tree, which is generally six feet in cir- 
eumference, continue to gnaw it about eighteen 
inches from the ground, until it ^* bows obedience" 
to their inde&tigable exertions. While one party is 
^hus employed, another is exercising its skill in 
putting down smaller trees^ .and a third in makii^ 
mortar and drawing it to the edge of the conteiiL«- 
plated dam. This part of their labour is performed 
in the most langhabW manner. After they have 
reduced the mortar, or clay, to a state of sufficient 
.jconsistency and adhesiveness, one of the largesjt 
beavers lies down upon his bock, and suffer9 his 
co-adjutors to heap up a prodigious quantity of the 
prepared cement on his belly. When he is thus 
laden, two carriers seize hold of him by the ears, 
and drag the passive creature, groaning beneath 
the oppression of his burden, to the water's edge : 
Then, entering the river, they float him along to 
that part of the dam which more immediately 
^requires the aid of their cargo. 

Their dams are often from 160 to, 200 feet long, 
.jand when this in the cfwe, they fell a tree on (^^h 
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iii^e of the river, iii guch a matatidi'^ thkt their top* 
imite in the middle. They afterwards gnaw off th* 
branche.<ii which prevent the tr^e* from lying olosd 
t6 the hed of the river> and then they float down a 
quantity of the smaller timber, in the dtitting tiAd 
preparing of which one party continues sedulously 
engaged. These sticks, which are usually fouf 
^ inches in diameter, they cut into lengths of abdut 
six feet; and, pointing them at one extremity, mak^ 
them fast in the. bed of the river^ placing them a 
Bhort distance apart^ and uniting them in the same 
way as men do the ribs of a ba^rket. This may be 
<mlled the frame of the work^ or rather th^ skelei- 
ton of the dam*walL 

Their next employment, after they have made 
the dam tight with cky, is the division of the river 
helow into equal rectangular compartments. The 
division-walls of these compartments are raised tb 
the surface of the Water : They are composed 
entirely of clay, and uniformly two feet in thicks 
ness. Over these, they build arches ; and begin the 
erection of their attic apartments, which are inva- 
riably of a circular form, and can only be entered 
from the water beneath. . These are.ltlsa arched 
^and plastered so neatly, and with such durable 
materials, that they resist the force of the most 
violent and protracted rains, and are impenetrable 
to any but the ruthless hands of man. The tails 
of these animals answer the two-fold purpose of a 
spade and a trowel. They use them in the miixture 
rof their mortar>aiid in plastering their walls ; ?rhich 
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ii a^o0m|>l|Bhed jut ^ st^le of neatness scarcely infe* 
lidi' to the handy-work of the mo(^ eminent stuceo^ 
Mtiflts. The lower apartments are never made use 
'q£^ but ^ a refuge in the time of invasion^ and for 
fiqita^ic recreations. Those of the second story are 
divided int^ dwieUiQg^hottses^ breeding-apartments, 
md prOvision-fttores j the two first of which are 
alwjays tastefully strewed over with leaves and 
jherbage of various kinds. The provision-stores 
Are the common property of all ; i>ut ea6h of th^ 
families has its own distinct apartment, to which 
its nerembers never admit strangers,' except in the 
'<Apaeity of viaitonk Their store-xooms are con- 
stantly siq>plied with an abundance of yoUngaftd 
tender tr^es, of which they are particularly fond, 
madon iiirfaich they at all times subsisA. The numf- 
her of beavers composing a comnmnity of this naio 
i;tire, is indeterminate ; they are seldom, however, 
more tiian 300, or less than 30/ Every family con^ 
iusts of four cnrtsix members ; and^ notwithstanding 
Ihe condensed state of their society, and the num- 
ber of animals of which it^ is composed, peace and 
unanimity ara the constant companions of their 
lives^^and the inmatea of Uieir abodes. They have 
no domestio broils, no political quarrels, no com- 
meiGcial disputes, no separate interests, no indivi- 
dual pursmts; They htbour not for the particular 
aggrandizement of a few, but for the common 
benefit of all/ The instinct of each is the same; 
Bad the leadings of that instinct direottrig them to 
'tiie trmi and acooi»plvdimeni of m object which 
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the md^if^D^^ labour^ oi: <^e^ooul4 ttevw 53ompa«fl^ 
ifh^y ^tF6 thus indissqluUy bou^d tosgol^i^ ; ^d>lik^ 
^ci^Uif tlie «eparatioa of wl^osa links would fr4ia»- 
trate Hs inteqde^ we^ tbey coHldnot k|ft^mctive}y 
yialdy obed|enc0 to the; ^ dictai<es of their nati^^ 
in a attate of disper^n or separktiou. In thiB 
manner) . their coHeotiye safety an4- enjoyment 
are made to depend upon individijidi exerticm an4 
personal happiness. ; ' 

Beside the worth of his fur^ the beaver afibrdji 
another valual^le qoiqji^dity, wlueh ho^ls out a 
powerful indupemjei^; to th4 lf|lM)ursof the hHntm^ 
and one whjc]i of itself woild be sufl^ient to reor 
4er these ^i|ia][f^ th^ objeots of profitable purwit- 
I albifle to th^ C^storiuip, which is found in^ a 
:i;3embranf» )^¥ff d t)ie ki4p$y9« * The iralue xyi ibis 
ur^^iclef, ^ w^ell > know^^ even to . the l^d^nis. 

It is i^ Winter, wheq tha riyefHf ^fi tJie - lak^g 
are fjrossenovei^, that thep# l^ii^s ^rje^, destroyed 
in.the.greatiBSfe numbers. The baptpr^pp approaoh- 
ing: the da^, cuts various holes. in the, ice^ at a 
considerable distance below their habitations* Th^» 
by breaking opeo the upper, apatim^tts, he; suc^ 
eeeds Jn driving them under the ice i' but, as 
4h^y cannot exist in th^ wat^r without fre(]^«»t 
4>|>portiltiti0iB i^.breathing, they retort^P^e op^i- 
ings whidi are made in the ice> andy en puttii^ 
their heads above the water, are. immedia^V 
8]peared. by persons wlio; are waiting, fbr. the put*- 
]^6se^ In tbi^.mann^, ; hundreds- of the^fi^ are oftiw 
.^trogifed In a aii^le I^dui ;/ a»A it is bjr no mmm 
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^ MB BEAVEll. 

improbable, that, before the lapse of another cen- 
tury, very few will be left on the North American 
Continent. When any person approache^r their 
dams in the Summer, the beavers give warning to 
ed^h other by striking their tail^ against the water^ 
with such force,, thctt the noise occasioned by this 
singular process may be heard distinctly at the 
dktance of several miles. / 

It is said, that they might easily be domesti- 
tjated. Mr. Fothergale, the editor of the Upper 
Canada Gazette, seems, from his observations on 
the subject, to be of opinion, that, if proper enclor- 
»ttres were made for them, they would yield the 
enterprising farmer a more extensive and a mord 
certain profit, than any other animal with which 
W<^ are acquainted. A large capital would, how- 
ever, be required, to make proper inclosures, and 
other arrangements necessary for their reception. 
The skin of a beaver is in Canada now worth about 
19 shillings and 6 pence, Wb^h is at least a dollar 
tind a half less than the value of a full-grown otter's 
ikin. 

The Musk Rat has been said, by some writers, 
4k) be a diminutive kind of beaver. But, if I know 
-liny thing about these animals, — and I have seen 
<i^eral hundreds of them,—- they are totally differ- 
ent; The only similarity which exists between the 
twa, is in their mode of life. They build a rude 
kind of habitation in still shallow water, and sub^ 
^m«l on vegetables^ Their hdieids and tails resemble 
^hose of the common vat ; \m% tlieir fur -is much 
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THE URCHIN. 225 

16nger and of a darker colour. They derive the ^ 
name of *^ Musk Rats** from their being furnished ' 
with glands, that separate a substance which emits 
a very strong odour. They are at least four times 
the size of a common rat, an animal' entirely' 
unknown in Upper Canada. 

There are several kinds of Mice in Canada, with ' 
the niames of many of which I am little accjuainted. 
Field-mice arid Shrew-mice are exceedingly riu-' 
merous; and I have Seen black mice^ nearly as 
large as a common rat. The shrew-mouse is ' the 
smallest of all quadrupeds, and feeds upon insects. 

Moles are quite common, in Canada, and, I* 
believe, of various species; with the distinctions of 
which, r am entirely unacquainted. 

The Urchin, or Hedge-hog, is about eighteen 
inches long, and proportionally thick. In these 
Provinces, he is called *^ the Poircupine ;'' but he 
does not resemble that animal in any thing except 
his quills, which are only four inches long, nearly 
as thick as those of a duck^ and so extremely hard 
and wpU-fumished with innumerable barbs, that 
they frequently prove fatal to dogs which have the 
hardihood to attack the urchins. It is impossible to 
extricate them, when once they have penetrated 
the skin ; but they always work a way out, through 
some other part of the body. Very few dogs can 
be prevailed on to engage them ; and such as do 
attempt it, are frequently vanquished, and always 
severely injured. The Canadians consider the flesh 
of this animal a most delicious morsel; but they 

Vol. I. Q 
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witt e&t aay, creature whatever^ from the frog lo: 
tke ))affah) ; wbetber it be carnivorous, gromini- 
yorous^ or aSnpbibious. r Y^t^ for alight thai I. 
know; to the contrary, the Urchin's flesh may be 
very savoury 9nd excellent. In its habits of life, 
it resembles the Wood-chuck, whose flesh is greatly- 
superior to Canadian mutt(;m. 

The Seai* has becQ frequently seen in Lake On- , 
tarip; although its existence in this country was 
for a loxi^ time a matter of doubt. In February,^ 
1^}, one of them wa» caught, upon the ice, in the ; 
neigbbqurhood of Kingaion^ and wa3 exhibited in . 
that town as a giseat curiosity.^ . . 

The >Sju-HORa& and Sea-cow are said still to; 
exist in the Gulf and River of Si. Lawrence. 
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LETTER XIH. 

iTAIIIOini KIWDg QF BUDS AND AQUifriC.^WL ^HAT ^lUlf TffJ 
CANADA&r^THB ^VAN.<— OOO0S>^LpO|l-^HX^N«— CRANEf— R«Dr 
SHA^K *-^,WlLI>^TURKBY — - QUAIL^— PIGEON — ^OCK-BIRD — jTHE 
BLUE JAY — ^WHIP-POOR-WILL. AND WHET-SAW — KINO-BIRD^ AND 

* RED-BIRD M THE WAR-*BIRD^ YELLOW-BIRD^ AND '8NOW«BIR];> "^ 
THE HUMMINO-BXHD, THE R^YEN, OWI^ MiMM, 4bC . 

In Summer there iis a great variety of birds lii 
Canada ; but from the beginning of Winter to the 
openitig of Spring, the forert is almost wholly 
deserted by the feathered tribe. The Pheasant; 
Blue Jay, Snow-bird and Wood-pecker, with onb 
or two smaller bird^ the names of which I do not 
Recollect to h^ve ever heard, are all that appear 
sufficiently attached to Canada, to try the se verity 
of its Winter climate. 

It is remarkable, that, among this immense aasein-^ 
bliEige of ^^ winged fowP' that frequent Canada during^ 
the Summer, there are no singing birds. Though thifi^ 
is undoubtedly the case, the Canadiansdo not thibk 
so ; for, being ignorant of those countries in which 
every tree is vocal, and '* every bush with natureV 
music rings," they imagine that all birdsr whidS^ 

q2 
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98S BUCKS. 

oaa chirrup and chatter, like a sparrow Or a jay^ 
are entitled to the appellation of " singing birds." 
I once heard an English gentleman, who was 
greatly prejudiced against the Canadas, assert, that, 
in his opinion, the country bore evident marks of 
having incurred a particular degree of the Divine 
displeasure j andy for :^e enforcenSent of this eccen- 
tric notion, he urged, that the birds of Canada 
eoiiM^Hot siii^, ttid flowers emitted iio «cent, th€i 
teen had no hearts, and the women no virtue. ' 

Whter-fowls are very numerous on the lakes 
jand large rivers. The Swan and C^A^apian Qoosk 
are constant fr^uenters o£,tba lakes.: . .* 

Ducks of vietrious kinds are to be found in every 
part'of the country. There are^ I am confidentj" 
more than fifteen different species of these birds in 
the Upper Province. Many of them have a dis* 
agreeable fishy flavour; and some are entirely 
unfit for use. Xhe quality of the Grey Duck's 
flesh is much superidr to any other which I have 
tasted. The Wood Duck breeds in the tops of the 
highest trees. . 

Herons, Bitterns, Cranes, and Redshanks,^ 
though not very numerous, are frequently seen, in 
Lower, Canada : But in the Upper Province I have 
pnly observed the Crane and Redshank, and even>^ 
these but very seldom. 

WQODjCQtKS, which are not much larger than 
the Snipe, ;^re very numerousi in the Western parts^ 
#f Upper Canada. . j 
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WILD TURltEY. j^ 

' ^^e Wiifi TiiRKEYid a very line bird, atwl ofteii 
weighs 40 lbs. and upwards. They are frequently 
filfeen in large flocks in Various parts of the Upper 
[Province ;' btiir I have never observed more than 
eight or ten of them together* In the Winter they 
tomeiimes ligbt in the farm-yards in quest of foodj» 
which they fearlessly pick up, in partnership with 
the poultry. • '. [ 

' The pHEASANt, or " Partridge,^ as It is some- 
times called, is, I believe, a bird p<^culiar to the 
American Continent. It is, However^ quite differ- 
ent from the English Pheasant and Partridge. Its 
flesh is as white jo^nd as Render as that of a chicken ; 
and it is at all times in excellent condition and 
well-flavoured. In colour, it bears a greater resem- 
blance to a Partridge, than to a Pheasant; but it 
KaH a lolig tail, which it elevates and spreads like 
the Peacock. It never appears in the corn-fields, 
but delights to pick about in the wilderness, out 6i 
whose precincts it seldom wanders. In Winter, it 
subsists on the buds of trees ; and, in Summer, oU 
fruits and nuts. When sprung, it always flie* up^ 
itito a trc^; where ft remains for a consid6i<able* 
time, unless it be brought down by the gun.' 
l)uriAg the months of April, September, and Od- 
tober, the tcock spends at least two-thirds t>f thd 
day in drumming on soine decayed log r This 
he does by striking his wings aigainst his sides/ 
which produces a noise similar^^to that of distent^ 
tblutidery^a peculiarity, affording i6 me strong 
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.PIGEONS. - 

|ure8umptive evidence, ^mt-hfi^ q{ ihe Plieamilt 
Isiind. , , 

. QuAi 1.8 are commpn in the old seitljements^ find 
^re exactly similar to birds of the same xiftme |nr 
Enj^land. ^ 

In l^e Spring of the year, Pioeons arrive in vast^ 
Qocks from the Southern country. They cpntiniie. 
here all the Sunimer, and are taken in great num-^ 
bers in nets siniilar to plovet-nQts« Five hundred 
^re sometiiues taken at a spring, and 30 or 35, are 
frequently killed by a single shot. The Canadians 
salt and barrel the breasts of tli^se birds, reserving 
the other .parts for immediate usCi Wilson's Ornithp* 
logy contains a calculation relative to the flocks of 
these birds which annually move Northward from, 
the back of the central aad Southern States : It 
appears incredible, but my own personal observa- 
tions have satisfied me of its correctness. He eays, 
l|e^ observed a flock pc^sing between Frankfort and 
the Indian territory^ one milo at least in breadth;, 
1^ ^o6k up four hours in passing, which^ at tbe rate. 
<^ one mile per minute^ g^Y^f^ ^ ^^g^^ ^^ 2^0 miles ; 
mid supposing three pigeons to each square jard, 
-7-which is certainly an exceeflingly moderate sup-, 
posi^ipn,^— there must have been the immense num^^ 
ber;<rf2,230,^7a,PpO in i^t single fl^^ ^ \ 

,. TwRTLB-'P^vE^, whosff beautiful plumage^ ,^®^i*> 
catt sh9pe,|u>d innocent looks, are well cplcul^ied; 
i)o attr|d|^ a|tet|t^|i, ^e also very fi^merouik 

There .aiNB §ye diiSSi^eiil^ ^inds qf ^ooD-PEOKERaj 
in Canada ; two of whicl^ are very beautiful both in 
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wg^d to shape and colour. * 'Bhe ^ hfg^ntr^i^mm 
erytki^cqf^ihcUuSy'^vrJfnoh i&coimiionly called by tlw 
Paniuiiaiis^ ^^ Cook of the Wood," has: a crim*^ 
poll, with a lorge tuft of ifad wm^ colour projectmg 
liorizontally over his heck* His back iand irmgiEi 
are beautifully mottled with bkck and white ; and 
his tail is a dark green* The Wood-^peokers are all 
Ifornished with very hard sharp angular bilk* WHh 
these they peii^toate the bari^st trees in q^iesl 
4)f insects, on which they subsist. Their tongues 
are nearly three times the length of their bills^ 
being pointed asnl dentated cm each sick. They 
«kl Willys attack dead trees, bxA make a noise in ik4 
Application of their biUs^ while boring them, fiill cu^ 
)oUd ajs,and somewhat similar to, th^ noise pro-^ 
duoed by a jomerV hammer when rapidly appliecl 
to the head of a nail. 

^ The MecK-^BiRD is nearly as large m i^ Uirodi; 
it make§ a noise Mke the -mewing of a cat, andli^ 
saKl, tb^ po^esB not only its own natural notes^ 
*#bieb, Bi^09 B^ys, ^^are mu»cal aiad sol^mn,^' loil 
libcK^he fik^tdty -of imitatm^ ev^ery bird in tbtf 
ib^t. ^Theauthor just quoted infbrois^ysreadter^; 
^ thiat'^ ^equelitly sits -^l night up^ ibH ehinl^* 
liiesW the American Planters' houses^ pourihg: out* 
the j^eetest and most' varied notes of any bird 
wifaiever.'^ All this sounds very well thi^ or 
four^ thousand miles^from America, where alt ly-e 
willing to believe aiid few are able lo contradicib 
tiie assertiori^ Buty I can assure' youi like maiijr 
other tales %hat are told about America, it has iti^ 
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aource in jmbrepri^^nt^ttion. > ThQUgh I I^ave beei| 
an Ameriecin planter, for niany years, my ^^ebimz 
nay'' has n^v'er .been .honoured with mUdio scj 
enoJilthting, nor my eftrs (Jelighted with th© Mock^ 
bird'a " varied notes," either natural or imitative | 
tieither have I heard, at any tinie, sinoe my arrival 
in thc^ country, of i^s possessing those extraordinary; 
ppWfr9. It. has one or two notes Qot unlike tbos^ 
pf a th|*i]sh,,and of these it seemis very sparing; 
for it seldom uses. them foi: more than a minut^ 
at any one, tijne, ^nd always begins and oon-s 
crudes with . an inharn^onioas scream. But if 
th^ .Mo.ck-bjrd were possessed df the power of; 
^^ imitftting pvery other bird in the American, 
forest,'' his musical excellence, and capabili-; 
ties, as exhibited in his practice, would neither, 
render him a more celebrated songster, nor enable^ 
^im, to give more satisfaction to th^ lovers of true 
^^1* mony than he does at present. The united 
exertions of any number of un^kilfiil yoices woukl^^ 
I suppose, be inadequate tq the production of s^ 
p^)odiou$ gamut ; for, ni^mbeiis in music, whatever 
JBay be their potent charms in jpeetry, have, I pre-, 
8um0, no^ inseparable connection with li8i^mpny> 
'J'bis qqestion therefore must be left to be solved 
by the ph^osophers, ^^ If all the notes, produced 
bythe lirds of Canada^ were sounded forth indi*^ 
^idufdly by the little throats to which they p^u- 
liarly belong, or collectively by the cj^devcmt 
far-famed songster the Mock-bird, wP^ld they be, 
i^fiiid aUke unmusical and inharmonious f" .Com% 



Digitized by 



GooqIc 



^On pensd and experience have already determined 
this problem- . 

, The Canadian Tnitijsif^ in irhape and size, i» 
exactly like that of Ireland ; hut its plumage h 
more heautifuL The Canadians aver, that ythey 
frequently hear it sing in the morning during th0 
months of Spring; but, I suppose, it must be 
before Europeans, usually awake, —for I never met 
with any one, except a native, who had heard thet 
song of the Thrush. Though I myself am not a late 
riser, its notes have never reached my ears. I have, 
it js tr\ie, heard one note, which was given without 
any variation ; and I consider its tiresome monotony; 
just as much entitled to the name of ^^ singing," , 
as the shrill whistle^ which, after much labour and 
jpxpence of breath, a child is enabled to elicit from 
a flute, is, in technical language, entitled to be called 
f* plltying on the Biirte." Indeed, the Canadian 
Thrush always appears, to me, as if attempting tot 
learn a song,, which, for want of instruction, it 
is not able to acquire. 

; The American Robin, or the bird bearing thatt 
name., is in reality the Fieldtfare, which visita 
England in Winter, 

The Blue Jay is larger than a thnush ; and 
continues in Canada throughout the year* It» 
plumage is very beautiful ;. but the harsh and dis- 
cordant sounds of its croaking voice are ex<5eedihgly ; 
offensive to the ear. 

, A bird, called theKiNo-jFi&HER, and somewhat 
larger thim a snipe, but entirely different from the- 
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European KSiig*BBher/ freqttentd tlie rivers and' 
brooks of Canada. The colour of its^c^Dat in blue ; 
and its head^ whieh is out of all proportion with its 
body, is fr^htfully ugly. 

Imiiiense flocks of birds^ resembling the Black-* 
birds of Bngland, and so called here, assemble m 
the Spring, and continue in the country during 
the Summer. They are the most destructive crea* 
tures on the globe, and ha:re a particular jiredilec* 
tion for liie corn-crops, which they frequently 
destroy with a vengeance scarcely conceivable: 
They appear to me to be a species of the stair or 
darling, being like them noisy and gregarious. 
' The Blub-^biho is somewhat larger than 4 
Sparrow. Its plumage is most exquisitely bdautif uL 
A deep sky-'blue is the colour of its back and wings } 
iUid its breast and head, which are of the same^ 
cokmr but lighter, are elegantly interspersed with 
shades of scarlet and green. ^ 

: The liABK in appearance is very much like tk^ 
sky-lark of your country: but H never attempts tia^ 
sling. It is a stupid itiactive bird^ and unwilling to 
get upon ifae wing; seemingly as ignorant of tbe^ 
art of flying, as it is of the science of music 
\ The £iNG-BiR& of Canada, resemUes the red- 
wing, and is probably the same. 
^ A bird like the Bull-finch in size and shape, but 
greatly superior in. .the richness of its plumage,^ 
appeared, it is said, in Canada,, for the first time^ 
during the late war. It still continues to pay an 
amiual visit to the country,: and is now familiarly 
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ftyled^^lhe Wir-b^rcL'^ It wanteronly ^ kxuyw- 
l^dge of singing to render it tlra most deligh^ul of 
ike fM^i?ed tribe*. . 

. Ybjvlow Birds, which , are very much like) 
Cftnaries^ may be>seen in flocks in any part of ik^, 
^imutry. They call ejsactly as Cwiaries^ but 4q 
not sing ; itnd yet I am incUned to ihink that tfeiey. 
are a: variety of the s^^me gonus. 
'. The HuMMiK€hniRi>i the least and most del%htfal, 
q{ the fowto of the ^air^ is an annual visitant of the 
Canadas ; there are various sizes of this .diminutive, 
Ifitdy {ro0k that -of a wreil to an humble bee. The 
fl]>l9n4pvr and variety of th^ir plumage is beyond^ 
all d^fcrlptipn* TJI^ imaU^ is, I thinks the most 
beautiful ; its^ eolou^s are more numerous and varied, 
^ao 1^ otheiis;: On its h^ad is a tuft of feathers 
cr more properly 0f down, as blitek as jet ; ita. 
breast is scarlet ; its belly, a pade blue ; its back; 
imd ^mgothe most brilKimt green; and hslail^a 
gejUkn; gfeep^' ^dged off with spme of the n^osi 
sptondid tit^ in mture^ The whole of its pli^mage^ 
isJnterspitesed ^ith japOits of gold. I>uring Sum^, 
mer, the.lHimnfing«-bii*d Qipty b0 jteen in all the 
gardem in the^.^QUjatry^ .^portii^ itpr inimitable 
figure in unnumbered gambols, flirting from places 
to place, and busily extracting the sweetness from 
the flowers. 

There site the bird that gpeaks ; there> qaivenng, rise 
Wings that reflect the glow of evening skies ! 
Half-bird, half.fly, the fairy King of flowers. 
Reigns there, and revels thro' the fragrant hours,— 
Gem full of life, and joy, and song divine ! 
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' Wherf itsi ffuttenng wings are in motion, i^ 
makes a noise like that of a spinning-wheel, whiclr 
is the reason why it is called *^the humming-Wrd.'* 
Notwithstanding the ditninutive size and fragile 
Appearance of this beautiful creature, it is one of 
the irritahile genus j and a niosi fatal enemy to bird^ 
of a superior size. It will not scruple, when pro-- 
voked, to attack even a raven ; it darts, with tha^ 
speed of lightning, its slender bill, into the bo^y of 
itsfsable antagonist, and makes him fall lifeless to^ 
the ground. ^ 

' Crows, Sparrows and Wrens are rarely seen irt^ 
tiie Western parts of Upper Canada : But in th^ 
Eastern Districts^ and in the L()wer Province, they^ 
are common, though by no means numlerotis* ' ■ '' 

* Eagles, Ravens, Owls, itites. Falcons, Bitterns^ 
and Hawks are comn^on in both Upper and Lower* 
Canada. ' ' ' ' .'. ■■ ^^ .-.;..' ; ; v' ■ -A 

* The Bald BAOLE,-^\Rr/eo Lekedcepfuzkts^-^ifi by^ 
far the largest' bird which I have. secB^in this coun-»>, 
fry. Some of them measure seven feet from the^ 
extremity of one wing to thctt of the ^tben Dnl 
Dwight ^ays, a bird of tliis kind was: killed im 
BrookSeld, Vertaont, whieb meamired nearly mnm, 
fUtt. ' ' ' '^ ■" ^*' . ' '"' -: A.i-: y. 
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LETTER XIV. 



IKSBCTS OF VARIOUS KI^DS •— BUTTERFLY-— ORASS-HOPPBR Aftif* 

LOCUST THE HORSE-FLY^ MUSQUITO> SAND-FLY AND BLACK-' 

FLiT THE SHAD-FLY, SNOW-FLY, AND FIRE-FLY — ^^THE BLAC«^ 

BEETLE — THE BED BUG, HlVE BEE AND WASP, &C. 



Snakes of every descriptiopi are much , drep,ded 
fey the Irish on their first arrival in thia country. 
jBut^ before they have spent a single Summer in it^. 
they meet with enemies of whose existence they^ 
Had. nevei^ beard^ which are far more obnoxious and. 
much more to be dreaded : I allude to the numer-. 
ousand teasing, insects with which Canada abounds. 
A man may reside in any part of America for half 
a century, without sustaining the slightest injury 
from a snake of any description, though he may 
daily behold hundreds of them. But it is impos* . 
sible to remain a single summer in the country, 
without experiencing the most unpleasant effects, 
from ja variety of insects, many of which are suffi*, 
oiently virulent and painful in their attacks, to. 
embitter one's life duriQg the only season of .the. 
year, which possesses attractions sufficient to allure* 
one from the threshold. To give you a systematic* 
entomological description of the insects of Canada,, 
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238 BUTTERFLIES. 

is a task whieh I am littk inelined^ and le»>qmJ^ 
fied, to undertake. Too mmtik ^mr^re be content 
with a cursory notice of socli as are the mo^ 
remarkable. These are the Butterfly ^ the Grads^ 
bdpiier^ and tbe'Locust ; the Horse-fly, the Mus- 
quitOy the Sand-fly -and the Black-fly; the Shad-^^ 
fly, the Snow-fly, and the Fire-fly; the Black 
Beetle, the Horse-fly, and the Bed-bug; the Hive^ 
bee, the Field-bee, the Hornet and the Wasp ; the 
Tick, the Ant, the Spider, 4^0. 

Some of the Canadian Butterflies are very 
large, and all of them exquisitely beautiful. Whes^ 
Sfature was employed to give them existence,^ 
one would thiilk^ die determined to exhibit 
on their wings all the brilliant colours and finely- 
contrasted shades, which her incomparable skill 
alone could produce. If the grades of distinction 
among butterflies, are regulated according to their 
different degrees of beauty. Sir Joseph Banks, haj^ 
he lived in America^ would have enjoyed many a' 
fine chace, and have had numerous occasions of 
exclaiming, ^^ An Emperor ! an EJmperor ! by alt 
tliat's lucky!" without any danger of that grum- 
bling reprobation, from botanical enthusiasts, to 
which he was liable in his own country, for his want 
of respect to their variegated beds of tulips or gay 
parterres of pinks and auriculas, when he dashed' 
thro^i^h every intervening obstacle in pursuit of* 
the vagrant, yet fascinating insects. Many ot 
the Canadian butterflies, appear, when flying, as' 
large as a bat ; but tJie largest -species are> I thitik/ 
the most beauti{uL 
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< LocugTs ^d' QiLAUBtkoppEnB infest the ?lrl»2l0> 
country, and are often «s destruetive to the com-* 
crop^ iDi Canada, as Sampson^s foxes were to the: 
standing i wheat of the Philistines* Some of ther 
Grasshoppers in these l^rovinees are as large as a.' 
field-mouse; and all of them are much Wger 
tibi^ anj I eVer iaw in Europe. They Beldam; 
appear before the end of July^ when they . assent* - 
ble ilk such multitudes, that a single person with/ 
a waggoner's whip might drive ten thousand of . 
them before him, with an gteat ease an a j^|K> 
herd <^n drive a flook of sheep* The whole > 
f^ee of the earth appeairs so thickly cove?e4 witb ; 
th^m, that oroptJ pf every description seem des^ 
tined to ^mmedii^te destruction- M*. Jjambert^ 
given an aecount of their ravi^pes for two suceenh : 
' sive sioasons, om ^ Island ot Orleans. He says, ^ 
their numbers were so gireat, thai» aHer destroy-/ 
ing every vegetaWe production on \th6 Islander 
they weSre forced tcS lea.v0 St for fear erf stat^va- 
tion; mviAp Jiavin]g^ assenib}^d m bodies upon the 
Mjater, they floated oVer with the flood^idi^ io . 
Quebec, pissed through ^e towi^ sti^qpped the*^ 
ramparts of the g^ass-as ti^ey went alot^, and thMi^ 
proceeded Jn separate colninns throa^h tfae^oan? o 
try to the South ward« Ift Uppw Canada, they r 
sometimes destroy whole fiel4i» of grain and mear > 
dow-grass ; but I never heard of ravages so 0:^tpA-ri 
sive as thc^ whidbi, t)b^y ipommit in tjie Low^r 
Province-— Dr. Dwig}\t asserts, that the iAQe:Usi(i|^ t 
make th6ir ^peairancje in; N^iy, £ng^nd,: i^Iy r 
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every seventh year: If this be really the case 
with regard to that part of North Ameriea, we^ 
must presume, that they come to spend their long' 
vaciatidn in Canada ; for I have seen them in 
this country for six successive years. 

The IIoRfifE-FLlr is larger than an humble-bee, 
and is the most formidable and relentless foe 4o 
whose cruel inflictions- the poor quadrupeds of 
Canada- are doomed to submit. His bite is nearly 
as severe as' the stiftg of a wasp ; and he never 
ceases, from June to September, from tormenting 
every animal of the brute creation. The Horse, 
the Ox, and the Deer,*are, however, the objects of 
his greatest longings, upon which he exercises his 
most refined cruelties. In vain do they seek the ■ 
W^zy plain, the woody shade, or tho purling 
br^k : He follows them to every retreat, and is 
their implacable enemy every summer's day, from ' 
9un-rise, till evening kindly comes to grant them a * 
few hours' respite. I have* frequently observed 
horses turned out to pasture of excellent qua-"^ 
lity, in the month of June, in good condition; and 
have seen them brought back in October, greatly ' 
reduced in flesh: And ho wonder; for, instead 
of being permitted quietly to feed, they are every 
moment employed in defending themselves against 
the unceasing attacks of Horse-flies, and other vex- 
atious insects, 

' But of all the creatures that disturb the peace of 
jman and beast, the Musqtjitoes are the most insup- 
portable. They are ^^ your days' companions and 
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yottr evenings' guests," f^r at least four months in. 
the year; during which time, an inhabitant of 
Ciusada might as well hope to reverse the current 
of the St. Lawrence,, e^ to secure himself a mo-* 

^ );Qent's relief from the insatiable stings, of these 
unwearied tormentors.^f' No spoty however sacred 
to repose, can fix a barrier to their entrance; and 
the reign of disquietude and pain is, during sum^ 
mer, absolute and universaU The Wolf, the Bear,; 
and the Rattle-snake, — names which are sufiBlcient 
to intimidate the stoutest European heart,-r-are, 
gentle and innoxious when compared with the 
Musquito, , If you never walk the woods with^ 
out company, you will avoid all danger from 
the two former ; and,/ by remaining within doors^ 

'will sufficiently secure yourself from the deadly 
sting of the latter. But neither your house 
nor your bed affords you any refuge from those 
long-legged destroyera of your comfort, the Mus- 
quitoes. Gfo where you will,^ they will find yoi^ 

t In Moore's song of The Evil Sprit of the Woods, in which 
the poet shews his very accurate knowledge of Canadian local-r 
ities^— the Ball-frog and Musquito are thus associated together 
as insupportable plagues: 

Th^w let every noxious thing 

TWl its fikh and fix its sting ; / 

J , liCt the BuU-toad taint him over, ■ } 

Round him let Musquitoes hover, • 

In his ears and eye-balls tingling, -' 
. With l|is blood their poison mingli^g^ ^. 
TlU, beneath the solar fires, 
RanJJdng all, the wret<^,expire3l 

•■•■Vot. I;. • R • . ■•"".■:• ■• .■•• -■■ i 
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out ; and, by continually darting their vein-* 
piercing proboscis into your legs, face, aiid hands, 
they will render your existence & burden as long 
as you are thus infested. You will therefore pray* 
for the speedy removal of these mischievous insects,^ 
as for a blessing of no ordinary magnitude. 

In the Autumn of 1818, an Irish gentleman of 
respectability, who, fi;om various disappointments 
in life, had contracted a fixed dislike to his native 
country, arrived in Canada, and settled in the Lon- 
don District. He was such a passionate lover of 
solitude, that he actually became t^harmed with the 
wilds of America. -He and I were in the habit of 
taking a walk together, once or twice a week, on 
the banks of the river Thames. On these little 
excursions, he never failed to discover some ro^* 
.mantic spot, and in its praise would exhaust all 
the eloquence of which he wa3 possessed — always 
taking special care to conclude his observations 
with some choice reflections .on ^^the pleasures of 
retirement in this enchanting quarter of the globe." 
As solitude had few charms for me, I only nodded 
my assent, and smiled, When Spring arrived, my 
friend was greatly offended by the croaking of th^ 
frogs, which caused him to relax considerably in 
his premature praisM of the x^ountry. But when 
the Horse-fly^ the Musquito, and the Sand-fly 
made their appearance, 

Othello's occopatSon was entirely gone. 

Instead of spending his time, as he had formerly 
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done, iii magnifying the delights of solitude mid 
retirement a^ found in the wilds of Americay ^ h^ 
went upon^ the other tack,'^ aiid was continually 
reprobating the country , and denouncing th^ most 
impassioned,— ^but alas ! ineffectual, — anathema^j^ 
upon its inseet-*itihabitants. Before the expiration 
of his first Summer in the Province^ he considered 
the plagues of Egypt as gentle chastisements, when 
compared . with the plagues of Canada. I have 
often laughed most heartily when I have seen him 
rubbing his fingers^ and scratching his legs, though 
at the time I w^ myself enduring' as much pain as 
it was possible for poisonous insects to inflict. I 
certainly did experience a mitigation of my own 
sufferings whenever I could spend an hour or two 
in the company of my friend^ listening to his exe^ 
orations of la country in the praise of which he 
had^ a short time before^ been ^o extravagantly 
lavish. Though I must confess^ this mitigation was 
n*ot on account of any particular sympathy which 
I felt for the tortures he endured, but it had its 
origin in the ludicrous contra^ between his pre- 
sent just vituperations and his past unwarrantable 
encomiums. 

Children suffer more, if possible, than adultetjr 
from the Musquito and Black-fly. Their headk 
and necks swell to such a degree, as to render 
them not only the greatest sufferers, but the most 
wretched spectacles of afflicted ' humanity. 

Though the sting of the Bijack-fIy, at the mo- 

r2 
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ment of infliction^ produces little pain, it is nerer-^ 
f heless equally as poisonous as that of the Mus- 
quito^and of the two, is rather more to be dreaded. 
The Musquito, like a true warrior, disdaining 
assassiu-like attempts, does not seek concealment 
for the accomplishment of his designs, but makes 
an open and an honourable attack at the peril of 
his own lif^y and leaves you every opportunity of 
Belf-defence : While the Black-fly, like the mid- 
night murderer, lies in wait all day, and as the 
night draws near steals from his hiding-place : But 
still afraid to meet you face to face, he seeks an* 
ambush in your hair^ and executes his dark design? 
in perfect safety; for you seldom feel his bite, 
"until after he decamps satiated with your blood. 
From the bite of the Musquito, a white swellings 
Hot unlike that caused by the sting of a nettle, is 
immediately produced : In a short time, it becomes 
exceedingly painful and itching, notwithstanding 
which, if you had only to endure a single or a 
dozen bites;, it would signify very little. But when 
your hands and arms> your face and neck, your 
legs and thighs, are literally covered with bites,— i 
and that not only once a week or once a day, but 
every minute of your life during the ihonths of 
June, July, August^ and September,— rit signified 
more than words can express. ; 

I once read the Travels of a Frenchman,— rl 
do not now recollect his name, — who resided 
jiometime in America. His sole objection 'to the 
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«otiiitry was derived from the musquito and other 
insects, which he thought sufficient to drive any 
man away. This, I think, was proceeding rather 
too far, although I consider them a perpetual tor- 
tnent, and perhaps have suffered as much froni their 
^nalignity as the annoyed Frenchman, — ^for they 
respect neither particular nations nor persons,.— I 
helieve I should never think of leaving the country 
against ^vhich I had no greater objection^ ihun its 
tiarbouring musquitoes, if in other respects it aii^ 
«wered the expectations which I had previously 
formed. ^ At the 4sam3 time, I am free to conless^ 
that if I knew the' Deity designed to employ mva^ 
quitoes, as the ofily instruments in the execution of 
his revealed threatenings on the unrighteous, I 
"should almost dread the idea of eternal punishment 
as much as I do at this momenta And, therefore, 
if the Frenchman had not been induced, either by 
^ecj&ssity or expediency, to leave his native coua« 
try for the Canadas, bat had left it only for the 
sake of his own pleasure, I should deem the oper- 
ation of th^t motive which he mentions sufficiently 
powerful to make him measure badk his stejMs 
again. 

The SHAD-F^t makes its appearance about i0te 
beginning of June, but disappears in less than a 
ibrtoight These insects bear a vefy close resenah 
hlanee ta moths, and have little tendency 4«^itt^ 
itheir brief stay; to increase the Stranger's attach- 
ment to the country. The first Gctnadians, how- 

r3 
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ever, hailed tfceae insieatai with joyful ctcdainations^ 
from a notioa whioh they entertained, that they 
canle to acquaint t^hem with the arrival of the Shad-^' 
fish in the river. It is singular enough, that these 
insects are never observed in the country a single 
day before the arrival jof that fish, or after its 
departure. The Shad-fly is mo^i oom^ion about 
the towns and villages on the banks of the St. Lawr 
r^nce, and is seldom observed in Upper Canada. 
X have seen them so numerous in the environs of 
Montreal, that at the distance of five yards I 
<could not have distinguished an elephant from a 
moMe. 

^OW-FI'S^AS are a species of insects of which I 
haye not seen any nptice taken either by French 
qf English writers. Previous to a thaw, they are 
^qb90?ved iippn the snow in great multitudes. I 
i^i^ce eoui^ted upwQ.rds of 1^396,000 upon a single 
Sfine^e y^rd J and J tkink \% is pirobable, th^t every 
yftrd pf woodland in the province li^ould average 
Atleftst an equitL number. This calculation may 
fippear p.wguJar, b»t it wa^ViCry. easily effected : I 
l^lef^ted fi sfjuare yard, every part of whidi appec»*ed 
to be equally covered with these insects, and then 
fiUjt put with my penknif$» a square inch of tfaesnow, 
,^hieh of cpur^e i^etalned its due portion of ifteas* 
JDepo^itiing the whole, upon a plate, I allowed the 
snp^ to tba^^,, i^nd the Wftter. tJmsi product ^ run 
i>ff. Tb^ infiieqls T^maintd oh tin-plate, jdeptived 
of me, which ^fi^f ded me an opportunity for aacejr«> 
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Uimng their number with aoouraoy i and I found 
it to be 1,000. I multiplied the number of insect^ 
found upon one square inch by the number of inches 
in a square yard^ and the result was the number of 
insects contained on the surface of a square yard. 
The Snow-flea is perfectly blacky and about the 
size of a grain of the finest gun-powder. But I 
had at the time no microscope, by which to examine 
its peculiar conformation. 

The FiRE-FLT, of all nocturnal insects, exhibits 
an appearance the most pleasing to the curious and 
contemplative mind. In the functions of this little 
being, we bi^HoId a wonderful example of creative 
skill. At one moment, its body is dark and opaque ; 
and, the nextt it is brilliantly illuminated, as if by 
matetial fire. In the Summer nights they enlighten 
the whole country, and seem like a galaxy of sub* 
ordinate stars, intended to point out the path of 
safety 



> to the luckless wight 



' ' * Whose lot is cast to travel in the nig^t. 

r ■■■'*'■•"' ' 

They a»e sd numerous in every part of Lower and 
Upper Canada, that aperaon not aware of the unin* 
flammable naiture of their blaze^ wotild imagine the 
froods and fields to be in danger of immediate oon« 
flagration. The Fire-fly belongs,, if I mistake not, 
bo the class of beetles ; it is of a very dark brown, 
with a straw-'Coloured abdomen, from tehich it ' 
nmtta the luminous appearance I have just described. 
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■^To tliis little insect we are indebted for the beafi-i 
tiful lines of Moore i 

This mdmmgy wtien the earth and sky 
Were burning with the blush of Spring 

1 Saw thee not, thou humble fly. 

Nor thought upon thy gleaming wing. 

' But now the sides have lost their hue. 
And sunny lights no longer play, 
I see thee, and I bless thee tdo 
For sparkling o'er the dreary way. 

O let me hope, "diat thus for me, * 

When Ufe and love shall lose their bloom, 

tSome milder joys may come, like tl^e, , 

To light, if not to w.arm, the gloom. 

Bebtle^s, in Canada^ are very common^ and per- 
fectly inoflfensive ; but there is an insect very simi-^ 
lar in appearance^ called by the Canadians the 
HoRN-BtPG, which is rather dangerous. He is fur^ 
nished with a horn exceedingly sharp and hard^ 
^hich projects horizontally from his head about 
a quarter of an inch. As he flies very swiftly, and 
without any apparent regard to the direction which 
he takes, he sometimes comes in contact with nien^ 
horses, and other animals ; on whose flesh, although 
he Sjeems to entertain no hostile intentions against 
them, he sometimes involuntarily tries the temper' 
pf his instirument. 

\ House-flies are an overwhelming plague in, 
every part of the country. I think I may si^ely 
say, that a single Canadian cabin contains a 
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:^eater nuiibber of these insects titan ooukl beool-^ 
lected in a whole ^n^lish parish. As well might 
a Canadian hope to prevent the clouds from oIk 
souring the sun^ as to preserve his goods^ and chat-^^ 
tels, doors and windows^ from the filth of these 
trouhlesome creatures. In city, town, and country, 
windows oi every description are rendered so 
dirty by these pes^s^ that a perscm^ unacquainted 
with the cause, would sot' hesitate to pronounce 
the people shamefully inattentive to external ap« 
pearances; but this state of tiungs is, in truths 
unavoidable. I have known ^rsons, who made a 
constant practice of washing their windows every 
morning ; and, on looking at those very windows 
in the evening, doe would not suppose^ that they 
Jhad been touched by water since the day when 
Noah'« ark rested on Mount Ararat, v Fly-traj^s 
are as common in Canada, as rat-traps in St. He-» 
lena : But, notwithstanding all the means which are 
resorted io for reducing their number^, they are 
istill so abundant that a child can scarcely open its 
mouth, without running the risk of being suffo* 
caied by the quantity tiiat eagerly try to descend 
down its throat. ; 

Bess, which are now very plentiful in eveiy 
part of North America, were^ it is said, iieyer 
seen in the country before the arrival of Euror 
peans. The Indians, who, have no name for 
/them in their own language, call them ^^ EnglisAi 
flies-'V 

iloney is very cheap in all the old settlements; 
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aiid lanany of the farmers have from 20 to 30 hives ; 
ihdepehdently of * which, treeii are discovered in 
th0 forests from whosa hollow trunks between 70 
and l&Olbs of honey are frequently extracted. 
These trees are found out in a very singular man«^ 
ner : Persons who ^e deputed to seek them, col<* 
lect- a number of bec« from the flowers bordering 
on the forests, and confine them in a small box, in 
the bottom of which is a piece qf honeys-comb, 
and 'in tfab lid a square of glass, large enough to 
admit the light into every part. When the bees 
iire supposed to have satisfied themselves^ with 
lioney, two or three are allowed to escape, and the 
direction which they take in flying away is atten* 
tively observed, until they become UmA in the dis- 
ti(ti<3e. ' The hunter, as the bee-»catcher is called, 
then proceeds towards the. spot where his. view 
becj^mi oBseured ; and, releasing one or two more 
©f his prisoners, ' he marks their course as he 
did that of their precursors. This process is 
t'epi^ed until the bees which are let fly^ instead 
i^f following in the same direction as their pre^ 
id^^eSBors/ fly ip that which is directly opposite. 
When this occurs, the hunter is convinced ttet he 
"must have passed the object of' his pursuit. For it 
is a fkct universally received, that if you take a bee 
•ftdm a* flower situate at any given distance South 
bf^the tree to which that bee belongs, and carry it 
In the closest confinement to an equal distance on 
the North side of the tree, he will, when allowed 
to escape,, after flying ina circle fbr a moment^ 
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mnke his course directly to his dtUce domum^ with* 
but inclining in the least to the right hand or the 
)^t. The hunter, i)(^ho has patience, intelligence, 
^xA perseverance on his side, is therefore certain of 
ultimate success : For the direction which the drst 
bee tftkes, is infallibly that in which the nest-tree 
]il^; so that when the bees which are subsequently 
released reverse their flight and seem to go back to 
$he. pl^e from which the first flew, the sports- 
mwi knows that he has passed by the destined tree. 
His next great object is, to distinguish the tree 
which contains the bees, from others which stand 
in the same direction. This would of course be a 
difficult task to an uninitiated person; but the 
ingenuity of the American hunter has supplied him 
with means, by which he can allure the bees from 
the tree where they have deposited their honey, 
'when it is not remotely situated. This is effected 
by placing a piece of honey-colnb upon a heated 
lirick, the odour ^f which, while in the act of melt- 
ings is so strong and alluring as to induce the whole 
tribe to come down firom their citadel, in quest of 
iione^, of which the fragrant smell had been the 
tierald. Nothing then remains but to cut down 
the tree ; and the quantity of honey found in its 
excavated trunk, seldom fails to compensate very 
amply the perseverance of the huntsman. I have 
been thus' particular in my description of the 
^manner in which honey is discovered and taken, 
because I thought it would amuse you to hear any 
thing new, upon at subji^ the most distantly eon- 
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B^cted with the t>perations and habits of the bed : 
You know how much both ancient historiansi and 
poets have been concerned to convey to their 
readers correct information regarding their civil, 
political, and domestic economy. I have refrained 
ffiimi giving any account of their internal arrange- 
foents, because I conceiv-e the descriptions of these 
'to be sufficiently rife : But I think I have made 
you acquainted with a mode of carrying ike siege 
more easily than you imagine, and with quite as 
much effect as that described by Virgil : 

When of its sweets the dome thou would'st deprive. 
Diffuse warm spirted water through the hive. 
Or noxious smoke diro' all their dwellings drive. 

An extraordinary instance of the £atal effects 
which frequently result from the combined forpes 
of the weakest enemiest occurred recently in th0 
district of Gore. In the Summer of 1820^ the Rev. 
Ralph Leeming, of Ancaster^ was possessed of afin<p 
horse: The animal was sent out to grass^ at a 
neighbouring farmer's^ who kept about twenty 
^ stocks of bees. By some means or other^ he got 
into the lawn where the hives were placed, and 
while indulging his curiosity, accidentally over^ 
turned one of them. The bees, finding themselves 
disturbed, singled out the horse as the object of 
their wrath, and attacked him with great virulence. 
This made the persecuted animal begin to kick: 
In his agony he overthrew another hive, whicb 
only doubled the number of the assailants. The 
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last hive was falling to the ground, when the horse 
fell too; and in less than five minutes from the 
cGfHimeticement of the affray, the poor animal wm 
literally stung to death by his enraged adversaries* 

Wasps are not more oommon than in England, 
but hornets ^nd yellow-jaokets are very numerous; 
Nor are fleas more generally found in Canada, than 
in other parts of the world. A comfortable 
house, occupied by a cleanly family, is seldom 
troubled with them ; but bed-bugs axe the inmates 
of every dwelling, from the oastle of St. Louis, on 
the elevated promontory of Quebec, to the 
hun^blest log-hut on the shores of Lake St. Clair. 
If these offensive creatures^ with the musquko^ 
black-fly, and house-fly, were to continue their 
attacks throughout the year, they would certainly 
render the Canadian's existence* a heavy curse^ 
rather than a blessing. Indeed, it appears wonder- 
ful to me, that man can at all subsist in a land, in 
which the insects alone appear sufficiently numerous 
to destroy every production of the earth. I have 
mentioned only the most remarkable among the 
different tribes of poisonous and destructive 
insects in the country: There are many more, 
whose names I cannot recollect; but whose opera-i 
tions are not so easily forgotten. 

On reviewing the preceding pages of this letter^ 
I have been forcibly struck with the idea, that you^ 
who are happily free from such tormenting plaguea 
as those which J have^ recounted, will probably 
suspect me of exaggeration. I know that nothing 
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is mdre cominon than for m^n to magmfy an evil 
at the time when' they themselves are enduring it j 
and with regard to my own case, as few writers 
have entered deeply into the i^ubject, I shall more 
readily be charged with hyperbolical minuteness, if 
with nothing more. But' if I were disposed to 
swell my letter with quotations from the few 
travellers who have touched on the subject, I think 
I should be. able to avertthe particular charge, and 
to shew that I agree with them in the main of my 
remarks Upon Canadian ihsects. I have, however^ 
no de«dre to lengthen my correspondence by the 
labours of other men, aild shall therefore contei^f 
payself with two quotations, — the gne from Mn 
Lambert's Travels in Canada^ and the other froM 
8tuart's Emigrants^ Guide^ by which, in your 
eyes'and in the eyes of every candid person, I think 
I shall be amply justified. 

Mr. Lambert, in speaking of the months of May^ 
June, July, August and September, observes: 
^^ The Spring, Summer ^nd Autumn of Canada^ 
are all comprised in these five mdnths. The rert 
of the year may be said to consist wholly of 
Winter. The month of October is sometimes 
agreeable ; but nature lias then put on her gloomy 
mantle, and the qhilling blasts from the North** West 
ren^nd the Canadians of the approach of snow and 
ice. November and April are the two most dis- 
agreeable months. In the one, the snow is falling ; 
and in the other it is going awa^. Both of them 
confine the people to their houses; and render 
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travelling uncomfortable and even dangerous* Nor 
can the inhabitants enjoy the Suntmer months with 
that comfort and pleasure ejicperienced in ^urope« 
One of the greatest plagues to which they are sub-» 
ject is, in iny opinion, the common houserfly^ It 
is not decided, whether they are natives of. thid 
country, or impor^t^d. I think, however, that 
their boldness and assurance greatly exceed their 
European brethren, and their number is beyond 
all conception. Your room must be entirely 
darkened, or it will be impossible to remain in it 
undisturbed. The warmer and lighter it is, the 
more numerous! and active the flies will be, and the 
greater will be your sufferings. The stoves keep them 
alive in Winter, but the sUn restores them to their 
full vigour and power of annoyance. In Summer^ 
I have sat down to write, and have been obliged to 
^ throw my pen aside, in consequence of their irri- 
tating bite, which compelled me every moment to 
raise my hahd to my eyes, nose, mouth, and ears^ 
in constant succession. When I could no longer 
write, I b^gan to read, and was always oUiged 
to keep one haiid constantly on the move, to^ 
wards my head. Sometimes in the course pf 
a few minutes, I could take half a dozen of 
my tormentors from my lips, between which 
I caught thetn just as they had perchedi; 
In short, while sitting quiet in the chair, I wa^ 
continually worried by them ; and, as it halt 
been obsetv^ed of the same insects in Russia, none 
but those who have suffered could believe them. 
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eapaUe of mfliotin^ so much torment. At length f 
when my patience was exhausted within doors, i 
would put on tny hat and walk out, thinking to' 
eiijoy the delightful breezes, that frolic in the' 
atmosphere at this season of the year. But, in less' 
than five minutes, I was oppressed by the^ scorching 
beams of the meridian sun. To avoid a cottp de^ 
soleil I retreated to a thick shady grove, which' 
seemed inviting me to take shelter under its um- 
brageous foliage ; but, as if to bring my sufferings^ 
to a climax, I was immediately surrounded by 
myriads of musquitoes, sand-flies and other veno- 
mour insects, whose repeated attacks upon my 
face, hands, and legs, compelled me reluctantly to 
return to my old tormentors at home, which, 
though equally teazing, are certainly not so veno- 
mous as their long-legged brethren." 

He adds,^^ the sting of the musquito is trifling a# 
first, but the next day it is exitremely painful, and 
sometimes dangerous if violently rubbed. The best 
Mmedy is to wash the part with some powerful 
acid : Lemon-juice and vinegar have frequently 
relieved me from the painful irritation which its 
venom excites. The blue-lots<^ or scmd-flies, are so 
very small, as to be hardly perceptible in their 
attacks : and your forehead will be streaming with 
blck)d, before you are sensible of being among 
them." So much for the statement of Mn 
Lambert. 

Now for Mr. Stuart : In page 298 of his Emi- 
grants Guide to Upper Canada, he says, "The 
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inseots during the Summer months^ arethe greatest^, 
natural nuisance in the country: After a hard 
day's toil, the wearied labourer often seeks for rest 
in vain. The musquito wanders round him ^ith its 
perpetual alarum of attack, and, by assailing him at 
every unguarded moment, invests that alarum with 
almost perpetual anxiety. Smoke is in a great 
measure an effectual guard, when properly em- 
ployed ; but you must be almost suffocated with it, 
in order to render it efficient. Nor are the poor 
dumb animals less molested. In the midst of their 
enjoyment of the fresh herbage of the^ opening 
Summer, a tribe of flies suddenly attacks them; 
and from that time until the coolness of Autumn 
commences, tribe succeeding tribe, these relentless 
animals continue their attacks from early morning 
nntil evening's close, and deprive the poor creatures, 
in a great measure, both of food and rest. At such 
seasons, you will see the wretches, crowded to 
some open space, under the shelter, if there be any 
«uch, of some solitary tree, heedless of the sweet 
and luxuriant herbage of the surrounding wood, 
and seemingly seeking nothing but peace. The 
intervals of coolness, which occasionally intervene, 
are a temporary relief, as the ephemeral existence 
of these tormentors, or at least their activity, seems 
to be entirely dependant upon a hot and humid 
atmosphere." 

I complain of these drawbacks on the felicity of 

those, and myself among the rest, who live in 
Vol. I. S 
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Canada ; and there is such a degree of weakness in' 
every human mind^ that no man^ who is doomed to' 
tlie endurance of any thing which may not be ex- 
actly pleasing but which yet is very trivial, can 
avoid the indulgence of occasional repining. 
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LETTER XV. 

I^RE AMPHIBIA AKD FISHES OP CANADA — THE SUtl^FROO AND ITS' 

- VABIOU8 AFFINITIES— 'TOADS ^THE MUD^TORTOISE OR TURTLE-^ 

r TI*E RATT^K^NAKB^ ITB POWER OF FASOINATIOI^-^ACCOUNT Of 

, A OENT^^MAN WHQ WAS QITTEN BY ON!E-*^THE BLACK 3NAKE 

V— THE WATER-SNAKE^ &C. — FI3HES OF VARIOUS KINDS |N THE 

RIVERS OF CANADA— «THE SALMON — ^STUROEON— -MUSKINUNOE— •* 

^ CAT-PISH — ^PIKE — PICKEREL AND MULLET — ^DOG-FISH-- SUCKER : 

•-«4ILAClt AND WHITE BA8ft«-HfiRRINO«*«TROUlw«.WiUTE Tl8H«-» 

' «W5>fto«ri$H— RSL, &e. 

Although tlie birds of America are not exceed- 
ingly musical, yet the forests of Canada may 
truly he said to " ring with nature's music'' from 
the beginning of Spring, to the end of Summer. 
The sameness of the Canadian 4ihrush^ notes, and 
j&t absence of the black-bird^s whistle, are, in 
some degree compensated, both with regard fay 
yariety and novelty, by tihe roaring of the buU-frogV 
and the howling, quacking, groaning and screech- 
ing c^its numerous affinities. These animals, which 
have been ludicrously termed " Dutch Niffhl-' 
ingales,^' because, like one of those birds 



-that all day }opg 



Had cheered the village with his song, 
Nor yet at eve his note suspended^ 
Nor yet when even-tide was ended, 

s2 
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they never cease night or day, durmg th^ whole 
Summer, to send forth their hideous yells, with 
siuch force and effect, that it is difficult to hear any 
thing but frog-music, from the beginning of May 
to the close of September. The forests in all moist 
and swampy places are literally covered over with 
them. It is impossible to conceive any thing equal 
to the noise and variety of their notes. The loud 
bellowing of some, which, from their superior size 
and strength of lungs, appear to be chiefs, the 
quacking of others of a less size, the melancholy 
groanings of a few scattered up and down as if to 
mingle sorrow with rejoicings ; and the harsh 
screeches of a fourth party, — produce altogether 
such a singular combination of sounds as beggars 
all description. Some of them roar as loudly as a 
lion, and appear to lead the concert; for the 
moment they commence, you hear every incon- 
gruity of sound, from the harsh lowing of an' ox, 
to the almost inaudible chirrup of a humming-bird. 
A person listening to this music, without linowing 
by what instruments it was produced, would feel 
inclined to suppose, that all the beasts, of the field 
and the fowls of the air had assembled together, 
anil were tuning their voices preparatory to the 
commencement of a grand chorus^ in celebration 
of the grata vice Veris et FavonU — the release of 
nature from the cold grasp of Winter, by the 
grateful return of Spring. 

Irishman who arrive in Canada, late in the fall 
of the year or in Winter, and who are unacquainted 
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with the cause of the uproar with which they are 
greeted, may frequently be seen, in the succeeding 
Spring, stealing to these frbg^orchestras with guns 
well-loaded and ready-cocked, their hearts bounding 
at the idea of bringing to the earth a buffalo^ bear, 
or wolf. When they arrive at the spot from which 
the sounds seemed to issue, and perceive no aniinalsr 
larger than vast frogs upon the ground, they direct 
their attention upwards and reluctantly relinquish 
all present ideas of a buffalo, for a shot at a wild 
turkey, a racoon, or an opossum. On discovering 
that neither birds nor beasts are to be found, they 
imagine that there must be' a subterraneous cavern 
in the neighbourhood, iii which suoh animals as lie 
torpid during the Winter, having just become 
roused from their lethargy, are busily debating 
some important points concerning their Summer 
excursions. Impressed with this idea, or with 
some other equally plausible and strange, tHey 
return to their wives, and, in communicating the 
history of their disappointment, forget not to in- 
clude an authentic report of the cave which their 
own imaginations have created, under the misguiding 
influence and ventriloquistic deception of the noisy 
frogs. 

The largest bull-frogs weigh about five pounds 
each, and are able to destroy a gosling of a month 
old: There is every variety of the frog-genus in 
Canada, from this size down to that of a wren's 
egg. Toads are also very numerous ; and although 

s3 
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Tulgar iJreJudlce xi(>ifwider?r them'4s>nei»ies td many 

and capaUe bf emittkig so^e poitonoos tBBitevs 

from their bodies, il^ eamrnim^itsatioft of wbiel^, 

Would prove mjuriofts Ui hnmcCn healtfr, they are- 

perfectly harmless and inoflfensive. Their general- 

tonfour 18 iiOt very |>leasing ; aifid perhaps ' that is, 

piartly the reason why they Ewre killed, whenevei*r 

they make thetr appearance. \ 

The MudToHtoisi:, or Turtle, when full-grown^ 

is about two feet in diameter. Its flesh is said tO; 

equal in flavour that of the West India Turtle^ 

But as it is on* of those delicacies which my palate 

fe not so for refined as to appreciate, I leave the 

determination of it^ true taste and flavour to city 

Aldermen: The appearance of the flesh, whei^ 

dressed, is quite sufficient to satisfy my* appetite^ 

These atiimals will live ten days after having their 

heads cut off. Thfe I could ^arcely believe,, whei^ 

1 firtt; arrived irl the cbUntry ; but I have, since had 

ovular demonstrfi^tii)n 6f the fact* They lay theix^ 

eggs in the sand to the number of fifty, which are 

rouiid^ and about th^ siae of a large crab : Thc^ 

Canadians eat th^^m, tod ec^sider them superior ii| 

quality td thosfe of d<3mestio fowls. A large turtle 

is capable of moving with a man upon its back x 

^nd same perscfns ItsBsert, that it is equal to the 

tasrik of carrying two men, without manifesting th^ 

Mast symptom o?f being 6ver4oaded. , 

. In LoVer Canfiwda, there are now very, ievf 

^NAKt$> but in the Upper Provitice there is « great 

variety. 
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r Tb^ BaTTirS-iffiiK^/thottghndtlthelarfeflt^lavCW 
iainjy tlie most formidable of thd serpent kiad. Tiit 
longest of tfaemjneasure about five feet, and are 
k^ thick as a man's leg ; but the general si:fce is fhre6 
feet and a half* The appearance of these reptiles 
kfar mc^e calculated to excite admtratldn, than to 
^create iJarm. They are said to possess suofa 4 
power of fascination, as to be ^Ue at any time to 
arrest the attention of Inrds, fi^^gl^^ sqnirrels^ and 
other small' animals, in a manner that completely 
depiivses them of the power of motion^ and dom-i^ 
pels them to stand in some degree rivetted td the 
spot, apparently admiring the brilliant eyes #&d 
many**coloared scales of their deadly foe. N:otking 
can exceed the beauty of the rattje^inak^, oi^ th^ 
splendour of his eyes. His rattle consists of seve- 
ral distinct ^rustacdotiS bags attached to the extf e- 
miiy of his tail. The number of these bags serves 
to ascertain the age of the reptile : The first baj^ 
becomes visible when the snake is three years 
iOld, jBtnd one is afterwards annually added. It i^ 
commonly believed,, on your side of the Atlantic^ 
that the Rattle-snake always gives warning, when 
about to attack either man or beast : But this ik 
>not the cfise. I have killed several myself, an4 
have likewise, seen not a few destroyed by other 
persons; and I am convinced, from experi- 
ence and observation, that they very seldom rattle 
when attacked. Although they possess the power 
,of inflicting almost instantaneous .deathy> they 
teem unwilling to attack man, except in their 
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own defence. When one of them is about to Bite 
either man or beast, his eyes sparkle like fire, his 
whole body becomes bloated with rage^ and his 
hi^ul and n^ok aitemately flatten, distend, and 
swiiL His lips contract and expand, disclosing at 
intervals his frightful forked tongue, and those 
fatal receptacles of deadly poison with which he 
prepm*es to inflict the most cruel death. He sel^ 
dom, however, succeeds in accomplishing , his 
dreadful purpose ; for if observed before he makes 
the laist fatar spring or dart, he may, be readily 
avoided and quickly dispatched. A single stroke 
of a stick not thicker than a cutting whip, is suflS- 
cient to disable him, though it is not easy wholly 
to deprive him of life. ^ The most effectual 

f Dr. Dwight says, /^This reptile is clumsy, and avoided 
irithout difficulty^."— In another part of these Yolumes I have 
shewn the curious acceptations given by the Americans, both in 
Caihada and the United States, to several well-defined English 
words*: Clumsy, therefore, may in their strange vocabulary sig- 
nify SLENDER. But if the term is to convey the common English 
aignification, the Ddctor might as truly affirm, ^^ that the tusk c^ 
a Mammoth would make a most delicate tooth-pick,^' as " that 
{his snake is a clumsy creature." 

Nor can I comprehend Dr. Dwight's meaning, when he «ays, 
f The Rattle-snake has no motion, except that which is produced 
by coiling himself up, and then stretching himself out at full 
length.'*^ If he had said, '^ that when this reptile intends to bite 
maa or beast, he coils himself up, and jthen springs from his coil," 
i could have readily subscribed to his assertion. But if the idea 
which he wishes to convey, be, that in its ordinary perambulations 
from place to place, the snake proceeds by alternately coiling up 
and stretching Jtself out,«— the Doctor has certainly never beheld 
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method of destroying ^ these .envenomed oreatures, 
is^ to attack them at the mouths of their caves^ in 
the Spring of the year, when they have not 
eatirely recovered from the debilitating effects of 
their Winter confinement. At this season, they 
are found in a very feeble condition, basking in 
the sunshine at the entrance of tlieir caves. Per- 
sons who come out purposely for their destruction^ 
wear large boots which reach above the knee. They 
make a sudden rush among the reptiles, and « fre- 
quently kill several hundreds before they have 
time to regain their retreats. The effluvia arising 
from their dead bodies, produces immediate sick- 
nessy^ and compels the assailants to make a speedy 
retreat from the scene of action. . 

W. H , Esq., a gentleman who resides at 

Dundas, in the Gore District, when on a hunting- 
party of this nature a few years ago, received a 
bite from a large snake in rather a'singular manner. 
He observed its tail in the cleft of a rock, and very 
imprudently laid hold of it, with the intention of 
dragging it forth to light, and dashing its head 
against the rock in which it was lodged. The 
snake happened to be coiled ; and, on feeling that 
its tail was touched, darted at the intruder's hand, 

it in the act of regular loco-motion^ nor obtained the substance 
of his account from such persons as were capable of communi-' 
eating correct information. The fact is^ the Rattle-snake moves 
on the surface of the earth with as much ease and quickness, and 
exactly in the same' manner^ as an eel wriggles along the slimy 
bottom of a river. 
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and kiflicted a smaU w€mn<l. Mr. H« "irAmidiiidj 
toojc fak pen^knife^ abd cut out the Woond^d fiesh; 
Imty though ihisi;ras aQcomplished without a Bsoii- 
xnent's delay/ it proved too late« In a short time^ 
his hand and arm began to swell and assume th^ 
i5i>l'our of a snake. ' His whole body presently 
beeame affected \^ith the spreading con agion^ and 
in less than ah hour, he exhibited the most melan^ 
feholy spectacle of human wretchedness* He was 
taken home, and every remedy provided for him^ 
which the skill or experience of his attendants could 
suggest. Great quantities of Snake-root and White 
Ash-bark, boiled up in milk, were ^ven him to 
dritik, but they did not appear to afford him any 
immediate relief. ^ For the space of eight or iett 
iJays, he endured the most poignant sufferings; 
but at the expiration of this period, he experienoed 
4a considelrable abatement of his former pains, and 
liis spotted skin began to resume its natural colour. 
He was, however, unable to rise for six months 
from his bed, and not until the lapse of a year did 
4ie find himself capable of engaging in his former 
occupations. 

^ The Indians eat the rattle-snakes, and consider 
fiheir flesh superior to that of eels. It is something 
remarkable, that hpgs devour them without sus- 
• taming any injury : All other quadrupeds are 
afraid of thera, and carefully avoid the place w'her* 
^they have been once observed. 
\ A. Jierpent, not unlike the Rattle-sQake, an4 
called *nhe Pilot" on account of its propensity tD 



Digitized by 



Google 



blackj&hakb:. 

preh^e. that creetare, is ^qnally^ renomoisi' tYid 
equally dreaded both by man and beast. Tirere i# 
another reptile of a isittiilaF description, which^ on 
acoount of its diminntive siz^, is entituled ^^ tha 
Bafitard Rattle-snake:"' It is only 18 inehes ia 
lengthy and is considered even more venon^ous, than 
either of those already mentioned. It has, how- 
ever, been allowed, that a bite from any of the 
graceless trio will be followed with immediat# 
death, unless the proper remedy is instantly admir 
nistered. If this be really the case, — and I pre- 
sume there is no reason to doubt it, — I cannot 
conceive how one of them can be more venomous 
than the others. 

The Black Snake is found in every part of th^ 
country; his bite is poisonous, but seldom producr 
tive of any fatal effects. He is from five to six f^et 
long : his baick and sides are a jet black, exeeed^ 
ingly brilliant and smooth ; and his belly a silvcJf 
grey, which is, by the finest shades, imperceptibly 
united with the black. This animal possesses th^ 
power of fascination in a more eminent degree 
than the rattle-snake. He has, besides, a trait pecur 
liar to himself, a singular faculty of flagellation^, 
which he sometimes exercises in a very ejection*- 
aie manner on his luckless brother : For when he ha,s 
'embraced the rattle- snake within his ample coil, 
lie whips him to death with his taiL He will filsQ 
jentwine himself roimd a child, or the leg of a mat^ 
and /never diaei^gagen himself till be is absptutely 
cut to pieces. 
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The Water-snakb, in his appearance, resemMesr 
the rattle-snake; but seldom exceeds three feet 
and a half in len^h. His bite is also poisonous, 
and perhaps more to be dreaded thto that of the 
rattle-snake; for he maybe found on the bahks 
of every river and brook in the Upper Province. 

Small green snakes, the most beautiful of the 
serpent kind, are very numerous in many parts of 
Upper Canada. I have a tillage field, which is 
about 40 acres in extent, and I am confident that 
there are 3000 of these animals within it at this 
moment. 

• The rivers and lakes of Canada are supplied 
with the greatest variety of fine fish. ^ Salmon 
are taken in large quantities as high up the country 
as the Falls of Niagara ; but neither saljnon nor 
eels are found in any of the upper lakes or riversir* 
On account of the remoteness of Lake Ontario 
from the sea, the salmon which it contains are of 
an inferior quality. But the upper lakes and rivers 
abound with almost every kind of fish, some of 
which are equal to any in the world. Sturgeons 
of an immense size are caught in great numbers, in 
many of the large rivers, and particularly in the 
Thames. Fishes of this description frequently 
weigh 160 Ib^, and measure seven feet in length. 
In the Spring of the year, they, like every other 
fish in America except the Salmon, come up the 
rivers from the large lakes, to deposit their spawn* 
They return in about three weeks; and leave the 
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rivers almost entirely destitute of fish .for , the 
remainder of the year. A few trouts:only remain^ 
and even these retire to the small brooks and rivur; 
lets, whose waters seem more congenial ; to their^ 
tastes or habits. 

The Sturgeons are killed with a gaflf, or spear^ 
BIS they swim slowly up the currents. As soon as 
they are stricken, they whirl themselves round, and 
dart, with astonishing swiftness, down the stream^ 
carrying the spear or gaff along with them, 
until, becoming exhausted through loss of blood,, 
they are ea-^ily dragged on shore. —In the Spring- 
of 1821, an in^timate acquaintance of mine"}" wa^one 
day fishing on the Canadian Thames, accompanied 
by his son, a young man about twenty- two years 
of age. .Observing an uncommonly large Sturgeon 
sailing up the river, the son immediately pierced 
it with his spear, and, retaining a firm hold of his 
weapon, was dragged into the water. For some 
time he floated on the stream, behind the Sturgeon, 
by the aid of his instrument ; but, at length becom- 
ing weary of this disagreeable mode of proceeding, 
like another A^stus, he got astride of the fish, 
and . converting his spear into a bridle-rein, rod^ 
him for nearly a mile down the river, which is ii| 
that part broad, deep, irregular, and rapid,; whei^ 
the unfortunate animal, unable to exert himself on 
account of. th^ loss of blood, yielded up his life to 
the prowess of his rider. The equestrian exploits 
4oJL John Gilpin . have, been amply immortalized in 

t Miyer Schofield^ of London^ Upper Canada. 



Digitized by 



GooqIc 



this wiell-bnown ballad which hears his^^iotti^; Tlwyi 
{nrnished D^^rials evepy ^ay worthy 4>f the fac^e-t 
tiOas pen of its elegs^i author ^ hut I thmk aA> 
^uatly mstruotive and amu^^ poem might he > 
written on the adventure I have j-ust r^ated. li 
have heafd of ;a pair of mice drawing a charkit, 
ind of a venerable rat becom^ing a Jehu ; but, I • 
l&elieve, with the exception of Aristu^s Dolphiny 
there is no instanee upon record of any of the^ 
finny tribe administering to the comfort of either' 
men or fairies, in any other way, than that by 
which the strict and conscientious observers of Lent' 
iire preserved from starving, through the oppor-^ 
tune relief which they derive from the nice dif- 
ference existing between fish and flesh. 

Uste MusKiNUNGE is a very excellent fish,- from- 
Ihree to four feet long. Both in its appearance, 
and in the quality of ite flesh, it has a striking 
Jresemblance tothe Pike. 

* Next in size to the Muskinunge is the Sha«>- 
pf«H, whiidi is found in the St. Lawrence, and in 
those rivers which empty themselves into it. It i^ 
a very coarse, soft fish ; and, from the quantities^ 
in which it is taken, aiSbrds i^e French Canadmns 
H great supply of food, during the early part ol 
Summer. In New York, the Shad is esteemed a 
fi* of first-rate qurfity; but in Montreal, it is 
teaten only by the lower orders of thfe people. 
\ Cat-fish, Pikje, Pickerel, Mullet, and Dog- 
l^fSM> with ikte Su^cker and the Black and Wmtw 
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Baio;^ a&cn^d m all tbe riv^s And lakes. Fresb^"^ 
water Herrings are taken in great quantities iOn 
the shores of Lake Ontario ; but thej^ are much 
inferior t9^ those which ar^ fouttd in. -salt- water, 
although equally eMteemed hy the Oanadians. 

Trout are scarce and very small : But they are 
ift appearance uncommonly beautiful, far surpass*^ 
ihg thosp of England iri the variety and brilliancy 
df their colours. ■ 

. At the Western extremity of Lake Erie, great 
quantities of White-fish are annually taken. 
They are somewhat larger than a mackerel, anrf 
are esteemed the most delicious fish in the coun- 
try. They are also found at the mouth of the 
Niagara river, and, I believe, in one or two plapes 
aloiig the North-western shore of Ontario. 

The Sword-fish is found in many of the Lakes 
and ill the River St. Lawrence. 

Eels, which are said to be of an excellent qua* 
lity, are taken in great numbers, in Lake Ontario, 
and the rivers Niagara and St. Lawrence. 

Fishes of every description in Canada, are either 
speared, or taken with nets. There is no such thing 
as angling in the country : The musquitoes and 
sand-flies render it impossible for any but an Indian 
to continue for a single hour on the banks of either 
lake or river. These insect?, as you have already 
heard, are troublesome enough in the woods ; but 
it is impossible to endure the severity of their 
attacks in the Vicinity pf water, where they seem 
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to increase both in strength and malignity^ and 
where, 



- tis nought 



But restless hurry through the busy air 
Beat by unnumbered wpigB. 

Emigrants need not, therefore, be solicitous about 
bringing to Canada a very extensive assortment of 
fishing apparatus : Rods, wheels, lines, hooks, and 
flies, (leaving out the horse-flies and others of their 
race,) may be purchased here from disappointed 
anglers for at least 76 per cent under prime cost. 
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LETTER XVI. 

iit«x9 roinm in tHE oanad&s— -hard and Aoi^r iCAi^£--ittir^ 

WHITE/ AND 6LUE BElCH — > BLACK> JOBDi AND WRITE OAK -^ 
&LA€K AND WHtTE ASH -:- R|:D AND ^UttTB EtM -^ IRpNrWOOJ9 
AND BIRCH-— BASi-WOOIh—PLACK AND WHITI^ WALNUT — C»ES- 
NUT AND HICCORY — BUTTON-WOOD*— WHITE«WOOD-rt BALM OF 
OIL^AD AND POPLAR-— RED AND WHITE PINEo HEtlLOCR^ LARCH, 
AND CEDAR-^WEEPtNO WILLOW-^LOMBAUDY ^PLAR AND ASPEN 

. vpiAVCiL^ rSJOt, BLUMB^ CHEaKlR, AMD |>EAC^ VREBB. 

... ' ■ • ^ i , . 

The Canadian Forests abound with afmost every 
kind of tree that flourishes in other parts of thiS 
'American CJontinent ! Hard and soJFt Maple; red^ 
white, and blue Beech; black, redy and white 
Oak; black and white Ash; red and white Elm; 
Iron- wood, and Birch ; are found in every town- 
ship. — Bass-wood, black and white Walnut, Ghes^ 
nut, and Hiccory, are produced in inariy places, 
but particularly in the Wesj;em Districts. — Button- 
woody White- wood. Balm of Gilead, and Poplar, 
with red and white Pine, Hemlock, LarcTi, and 
Cedar, are interspersed over almost every part of 
both Upper and Lower Canada.-^The fruit trees 
iare the Apple, Pear, Plumb, Cherry, and Peach. 

The SuaAR Maple-tree,— i4c^r Saccharihum^^-^ 
is the most useful and valuable production of the 

Vol. I. T 
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American forests. Mr. Parkinson^ however, in 
his Tour in America^ speaks very unfavourably of 
it : He says^ it appeared to him, '' that if a man 
had no sugar but what he could make from this 
tree, and -knew no more about making it, than he 
{Mr. Parkinson] did, his wife would often be com- 
pelled to take her tea without mlj sweeten^ng/t 
The same gentleman professes himself to be of 
opinion, that, ^^ before a man could acquire suffi* 
cient knowledge to enable him to manufacture 
sugar from the Maple-tree, he should serve an 
ftpprenticeship to a sugar-refiner and baker." But 
I strongly suspect, with all due deference to Mr. 
P.'s ikgricultural knowledge, that he either knew 
nothing about the Maple- tree, althoughhehadTWO 
pfthem growing on his farm, or that he wilfully 
misrepresented its very valuable properties/ It is 
my opinion, and I believe the opinion of all men 
who are acquainted with it^ that the Maple-tree 
is one of the most important productions ef the 
American Continent. An active and industrious 
fiEirmer, with the assistance of his wife alone^ if*, 
provided with suitable boilers, might annually 
make about 700 lbs of sugar, not inferior in quality 
to any that is manufactured in the West India 
Islands^ When it is considered, that no, more than 
fifteen or sixteen days are actually spent in the manu<« 
facture of this quantity, it must appear obvious to 
every unprejudiced person, that the sugar-maple is 
of undeniable value to the American agriculturists 
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If there were no i^cmufai^tory of thk n|tUn*e in C^ 
nadsy sugar could not be purcha^ied, in tbe remote 
townshipsof the Upper Province, for less than one 
shilling and sixpence per pound ; whereas, in the 
present state of things, it can be had in sufficient 
quantities for one-fifth part of that sum. At this 
time, TOO lbs. of sugar are worth ^11 13s. 4i/., 
which, though at the rate of only four pence a 
pound, affords an ample compensation ta the farmer 
for little more thftn half a month's labour, at a sea-^ 
son of the year when he could not otherwise pro- 
fitably employ himself. So large a quantity as this, 
it is true, is not always made by one family : The 
fiault, however, in this case is not in the tree, but 
in the people. The inhabitants of any other coun- 
try upon earth, with equal opportunities and facili-^ 
ties, would ma^e double, if not treble, the quantity 
of sugar which those of America content themselves 
with manufacturing. I know two or three families 
in the London District, who are in the constant 
habit of realizing the annual produce of l^QOO lbs*, 
and sometimes 1,^00 lbs. Indeed, the labour which 
is requisite for the manufacture of 2,000 lbs. is very 
little more t^an is nefcessary to make a single hun^ 
dred. As for the necessity of " serving an appren^ 
ticeship to a sugar-refiner and baker," for the 
acquisition of sufficient knowledge to boil maple- 
sap, it must be viewed in the light of senseless 
declamation. Maple-sugar might be manufactured 
by the rudest mountaineer in your country, as well 

t2 
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ttt ih^ fifdt ls6a»t/A aft^lr his fu^riVal h^rey at% thdc 
Inost ^»m<5ftl augar-refiper m J&maic$i. 

The toaiiiifeeture of thisr sugar is generally com- 
fti€lneed tfarly in the month of April, when the sap 
if tht^ ttee is first put into motion at the return of 
Spring, and when no other agricultural operation 
cari be Carried on to good purpose by the farmer^ 
ten aeoount of the Unpleasant weathet whieh occurs 
at that peHod. A part of the estate is selected 
which eonfaihs thb ktrgefst quantity of flourishing 
Mttj[)le-treeii tifearly ciontiguous to each other ; and 
A i^iAfoihrf htit is erei^ted for the accommodation 
bf ike bJier&loHi not more than two or thi*ee being^ 
tei^uired foi* the management of a hundred trees^ 
firom eVery one of whieh the sap is oozing out at 
thtt same time^ In rainy weather, the trees yield 
Ihbiif Valiialble juice Wither tardily ; and, during the 
Whole month whieh is sometimes devoted to this 
Mttipioymehti H often happens that \>nly eight <^ 
Mtt^ days are |)irOpitious to thid part of the settlei^'l^ 
Mboats. ^he best VrieMher fot the purpose is thai 
fe Whicih tte night ii frosty, land the day cheered 
by the riays of a walin sun; If the process of boil*- 
ittg wete net t^ontintied both diy and night, the 
mp Would aeetitniulate too rapidly in the I'eservoir, 
Kmd ioon ^vinee sym^oms df vinous ferment^ 
BtS'dn, ^hich Wonld change its quality and render 
It teetess for %he taanuf Acture of sugar. 

The first thing necessary^ for commencing the 
tean^facture of this article, is a metal boiler. 
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wMck ^w\M in Upper Cnimda itboujt £% lAs. »|er-* 
ling. This hokU uearly ttof ty golloiWy auft, wilfe 
a small ooaking-po^^ is sujQIctenit, }n a prosperouir 
^eason^ to boil down ^Q j^bs^ One hua^red a^di 
fifty troughs^ eiglit reservoits^ .aiMJ four jband- 
imckets, will be necessary |br tlie regular supply 
4^ this boiletr. The troughs oosta^ut 16«. 3rf. per 
hundred j the reservoirs, which are barrels, with 
otttheads^ about 4 shillings each ; and the bucket^ 
Ss. Sd. each. These are the cmly uten^b whicb 
an emigrant will need : The troughs may be made^ 
by himself, if he has acquired any skill in the use 
of his axe during 4he preceding winter. An eixp^rt 
hdndcaa make. 30 or 3d troughs in aday^ whioh^ 
though formed only with the axe, will lastfor\many 
years, if carefully placed under cover during Sum- 
mer, The trees are tapped either by means of aa 
incision made ;by an axe, or the perforation of mi 
iKiger« But the latter mode is oonsider^d the leas 
tnjuriottis to the growth of the tree> and iathec^ 
foiie the move approved plan. A small fdioot €iboat 
nine inches long is made the conductor. of the jap^ 
from each iooision to its respective tr<»igh; from 
wbicl^, wh«i nearly full, it is conveyed in buckets 
to the reservoirs, ai^l there allowed to . subside* 
iWh&n the.grossw particles of the sediment hJ9tve 
heen left to sink to the bottoin, the sap is drawm 
off into the boilers, and reduced to molasses by 
the simple: process, of evaporation. The liquid ia 
this purer state is then drawn from the boilers and 
placed in the r^seryoirs, or coolers, until it bQ<;omQs 
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nearly cold ; wben it is strained tfaroagh a ^^;H3oUen 
^loth into a sma:ller boiler, and, after being clarified 
with eggs, milk, or bullock's blood, is boiled down 
io the consisteiice of sugar, and poured into moulds 
of the particular shape which it is intended Ip 
lissume as a sort of candy. But, if to be used as 
Soft sugar, the syrup in its last stage of purification 
is left in a sugar^cask, which is perforated, to allow 
the moist particles, in the form of molasses, to ooze 
through the bottom. Many people neither clear 
nor strain the molasses, and consequently make 
very coarse and dirty sugar ; but by a strict 
adherence to the simple directions which I have 
given, the most ignorant novice in the art might 
manufacture sugar equal to any that is imported 
into England. Some of it, indeed, has what is 
called " a smack," or peculiar taste, derived 
often froin the kind of wood of which the troiighs 
are made, and sometimes from being neglected 
while in the act of boiling, and suffered ta burn. 
Every tree, on an average, will from a single 
wound yield about twenty gallons of sap, iand a 
porportionate quantity from any number of inci- 
ssions not exceeding four. Five gallons of srfp con- 
lain at least one pound of sugar, i" 

Beside the saccharine qualities of the maple- tree, 
it possesses many others, wljiich render it increas- 
edly valuable. Numbers of them are so fihe and 
so beautifully curled in the grain, that, "when 

t Dr. Dwi^t says^ he has known a single Maple-tree, pro* 
duce 14 lbs. of pure sugar in a single season. 
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-worked mto furniture of various wrtci, thci ^rood 
has a much more elegant appearance than mafaor 
gany. The Sugar-maple also affords the best fire- 
iw^od or fuel in North America. 

There is another species called ^^ the soft Maple^ 
— Acer Rubrum — , which contains only a small por- 
tion of sap of an acidulating nature. 

The White Bjbech, — Fagus Ferrugmea^ — is liel^ 
dom or never used for any thing! hbt fuel^ and 
plane stocks. But " the Red BeectfMiir a very 
lasting timber, and much esteemifed for fencings. 
" The Blue Beech" is a kind of shrub. - 

The White Oa|c,— Qwrci/* :4/to,-^though greatly 
inferior to that of England, is the most useful tim^ 
ber in the country for general purposes ; but ^^ the 
Black, the Yellow, and the Bed Oaks," are of 
very little value* The White spedles is distin- 
^ished into (he ^uiggy and iAe Smooth. 

Black and White A«h, neither of which bears 
much resemblance to English Ash, are used prin- 
cipally for hoops, rails, and flooring. < 

Rsiy and White Elm grow to a most astonishr 
ing 8iz6. The former is generally found hollow 
mid 6£ little value ; but the hitter is very durHible 
and in much request among joineiis and cdbinel*- 
makers. There is another species 6f Elm, called 
^^ the Water-Elm :" When this is accidentally 
pierced by the blow of an axe, an astonislung quan- 
tity of foetid liquor, of iem amber colour, and a most 
o^ESmsive flavour exudes from the wounds Severri 
^lons of 4his fluid are often taken from a single 
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ireei ikb tiknber of ^whkh, b of no vdkie ^luifti^ 

Iron WobD^ wBen «easoiied> is exceedibgly hiird 
and close grained 4 but> its it never grows more 
than 40 or <dO fe^ In beigfat and a foot in diaooi^er^ 
littie. iise is mide of it in Canada. 

Ttie common BfRCH-TRBSy — Betlda Allkh — in 
often found 16 feet in circupotfereiice agad 120 fbet 
in height ; btit^ lik^ almost all other trees in the 
icountiy, it is ccmimitted to the fliimes by the set- 
tlers wlien in the itct of clearing the land« Tk^ 
Indians make excellent canoes of the barkj a^ 
this, I believe^ is th6 only useful purpose to which 
any pwrt of the treie is appropriated* 

Basswood is a r^ry soft white timber^ difficult tO 
he bmrned^ aAd of little Value in Upper Canadai. 
Bitt in Montreal, it sells for '500 per c^nt. higher 
than the best Pine. It is used for the ipannels of 
ftleig^, cahishes, &c*, for which purpose it is con- 
sidered mperior evenio mahoganyvon ftcooiintof 
being lighter, closer^ and more finely framed. H 
also bdnds well, and never splits while in the act of 
ireing ipierced. 

Bcmlch and Whits Walnut ^owMdtily in iim 
ti&tMii edih^ Tbey 'produce: aH abundaht sufqd^ cf 
Veiiy^e^toellent nuts, which iare larger th&n thosfe) of 
'Europe^ and possess an exceedin^y fine flavouft - 

The WkiTB Walnut is dalled in<7anad^, ^Vthe 
Btitt0r-mit«" The bark of this tree posiesses aoitie 
yery extraordinary tnedioinal properties : If it be 
iBtripped from the il'oot upwards^ and adtninist^i^ed 
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tb^pafient, }t wiU operate Its aaetfietie; bilt if H 
be stripped from the boughs downwards, its Hiedit 
cinial pro^peHies^ ai^e chang^, and it beioomes a 
a/krdng piirg4tiv6k Observe bow remarkably i3u$ 
modm ^dpemiidi acoordd with the manrier Qf di3cor4 
ttoa^^ion ! This appeals marvellous ^ixiough ; bati it 
is tevertheless strictly true. The wood of this 
irae is ailsoused ib dytBig>^^^ purpose to which it 
Mems as well sldapted &$ log- wood. 

HiECKARRirO ptoAuoe a pi<ofuslbn of very fine nutei. 
^he Hiack>ry^riut adhdrefe closely to the shelly and 
is the best-flavoured nut in America. It most^ 
hoTi^ever, be rtfther i2\}ufioua to the healthy ai^ it 
eoatains a^grea^t^uantity of unctuous matter, firom 
which a firte oil may be expressed. I have my«^lf 
proolired lO drops &om « single nuty the kernel 
of "t^hich wa« ndt as terge es thsA of a walnut. 

B0TTON'-wooo, contsider^d by isome to be a npe* 
cies of Sycamore, grows io a prodigious si^e on 
the bank* of brooks and rivers.* It is a beautifiil- 
looking timber, when worked up into articles of 
furniture. Its fine grain beaM a striking resem^ 
blance tosalmon-cdloulred^ilk velvet. 

Wni^E-iirooD grows principally in moist soife. 
It is e&6ell0ni timber fdr flooring; not so lasting 
as Pine, bat greatly superior in appearance. 

BiiM OF OiiikAD and Poplar,— nPqpwfow -4^,—*- 
«?e seldom applied to purposes of utility in America 
by any except the Indians, who form the woQd 
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into bowlsv dishes, ladles and other domestic 
utensils. 

Rbd and White Pine, — Pinus ScholefuSy — fire* 
tq^uently attain the astonishing height of 260 feet, 
but they seldom excised' 18 feet in circumference. 
SThey tower above every other tree in the forest^ 
iB»d exhibit a most magnificent appearance. It is. 
^ly, however, in the Western Districts of Upper 
Canada, where they grow to such an immense 
lieight. The White^ Pines are all reserved by his 
•Britannic Majesty for the use of the Navy, and 
are therefore not allowed to be out down by private 
individuals. 

The Fir-tree is^ found principally on the plains 
l)f Upper Canada, where it seldom" attains to a 
greater height than 60 or 60 feet. In Winter, 
^hen the earth is covered with snow, and almost 
every other plant stripped of its foliage, the fine 
deep green and conical top of this singularly beau- 
tiful tree is seen to peculiar advantage. ' 

The W«iTB SpRucB grows to a good size. I 
liave se^s msmy of them ninety feet high. The 
BlackSpruce is another species* 

Hemlock, — Binus Canademis^ — very much re- 
sembles the Yew in its foliage; but the timbw is 
essentially different. The Canadians use the hemlock 
boughs as a substitute for tea; and although it has 
a very disagreeable flavour, they frequently drink 
gjreat quantities of it, without either cream or 
Bttgar. 
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' tiAncn, — Pinus Lariar^ of M it is commonly 
called, "fanjeraok/' grdws only in swamps, and 
is chiefly used in fencing. 

White Cedar is esteemed the most durable 
timber on the whole continent. The Canadians 
have a common saying, that "the White Cedar 
" will last for ever, and will then serve. for window- 
^* sashes." — *^ Red Cedar^^' is found only in some 
particular parts of the country. 
c Aspen, Wee-ping Willow, and ,LoMBARnT 
Poplar, are but rarely seen ; and yet th^ are the 
only trees in the country which contribute in the 
slightest degree to its ornament. All others fur- 
nish no better display than their bare trunks, for 
nearly 100 fget from the ground ; and, even above 
that height, we seek in 'vain for thick-spreading 
foliage. The branches shoot directly upwards, 
aiid are so very few and so poorly supplied with 
smaller boughs, that they present a shorn and 
destitute appearance. The mode pursued ^ by 
English nursery-men in the management of young 
Woods and plantations, will serve in some degree 
to explain the cause of this nakedness : In order 
to promote the.quick shooting of such timber as is 
naturally of slow growth, they place the plants i^ 
the midst of young trees, which arp more rapid in 
their rise and increase : The scions of both kinds 
shoot up together, equally lofty and leafless, till 
the more valuable trees have attained' such a gracile 
height as accords with the views of the planter, 
and as will not attenuate them too jnuch, or prevent 
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their future extensioii ia bulk or girth. That which 
in England is purposely effected by Art^ is im 
America produced by Nat^jke'^ uniiasisted efforts^ 
The thickly-planted Ibresit affords the representa- 
tion of 0. quick and upward race ; jand tiU a ^ingtd 
tree has overtopped ail its surrounding conipetitorsi 
it has BO room for the free circulation of air^ and 
consequently Hone for protruding its brahohcb a^d 
foliage. This, I believe, is the principal reason 
why the immense trees in the woods of America 
display neither br^mches nor leaves^ except a(t a 
towering elevation. 

When I first visited this country, I was much 
surprised to find all the feujm-houses situated in the 
midst of bleak £elds, ui^haded by a single tree or 
shrub of any description. I then imputed it to 
w«nt :€f taste in the inhabitants ; but I soon dis- 
covered tins naked appearance to be in a great 
measure unavoidable. Allowing the possibility of 
•electing a few ornamental trees from the forest 
before it is^rst cleared by thesettlers, it would not 
be found pranticable to preserve them without 
endangering the lives of those whom they wer* 
designed to over-shadow; for here, as well as in 
other parts of the world. 

The umbrageous oak, in pomp outspread^ 
Full oft ffhm ftorms the welkin reoct 

Destructive &llfl upen the bead 
It promised to defend. 

In America^ the roots of all trees run almost 
horizontally along the surface of the earth and 
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Very tlone to it; they consequently have littlter 
hold^ or depth of root, in the untrodden 9oil by 
which they are supported* A tree, therefore, 
which id spared from the woodman's axe, while 
those by which it was formerly surrounded and 
compacted are cut down, has no reason to congra- 
tulate itself on the prolongation of its existence, or 
its escape fi-om' destruction ; for the stormy wind no 
sooner "passeth oyer it> than it is gone ;" it cannot 
^^ with Boreal rigours strive," except in the midst of 
the impervious phalanx which once were its firm 
stt|)porteri, and, standing by itself, is speedily 
torn up by the foots. This is the main cause why 
American farms are not ortiamented with trees; 
to this circumstance, their total absence from almost 
•very iSBtrm in the country may be fairly traced', 
and not, as has been frequently supposed, to 
any aversion which the formers have to such 
embellishments. 

It may, however, be inquired, ^^ Why then do they 
^^ not plant young trees, which would doubtless be 
^^ proof against the wind ees well as in Europe ?" 
This apparent neglect may be easily accounted for; 
by observing, that one of the principal occupations 
in which a Canadian farmer engages, is, that of 
felling the timber on his land, to enable him to pro^ 
cure the necessaries of life for himself and his 
family. The timber is found to be of little or no 
value, and he is therefore compelled to destroy it 
by fire, but sometimes tierives a small profit from 
the ashes which remain «^ter the skilful confla* 
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gration.^f By forming plantAticNHrof ^;re6r an the 
land whiph he had already cleared, or on any part 
of it, the farmer, so fat as he did this, would only 
defeat his original purpose, and would be pro^outing 
a labour from which neither himself nor his poste- 
rity could derive any benefit. Centuries have, in 
my opinion, yet to elctpse, before timber in Canada 
will repay the labour of planting and cultivation; 
6r cMnpensate the owner for the quantity of ground 

t Some skill is required in the mode of combustion^ in order 
to render the ashes of the burnt iv^ood the more profitable. Instan- 
ces are not wanting^ in which the burning of the heayj timfoer 
oin a weU- wooded estate has produced a sufficient quantity of 
ashes to defray die expences of bearing the land. Good ashi^s 
are ^nerally purchased^ by the manufacturers of the article^ at 
seven-pence per bushel. 

The method of converting the ashes into Alkali is this : Several 
vessels, called " leeches," open at the top and with a few small apei^ 
tures at the bottoifn, are fixed on an elevated pladorfa. Under each 
leech is placed a large board or plank, in a sloping position ; one 
end of it communicates with the holes in the bottom of the leech, 
and the other, after having served as a conduit or gutter for 
the ley, terminates in a large wooden trough, which stands on the 
ground as a common receptacle for all the leeches. The ley is made, 
by pouring wat^ upon the dry ashes with which the leeches are 
filled: This profuse application of water is repeated as of ten as 
occasion requires, till the Alkali in tlie ashes is completely dis- 
solved, when the leeches are replenished with a fresh quantity. 
The ley contained in the large trough is afterwards boiled down 
in capacious iron pans, till it is quite destitute of moisture. When, 
dried, it is of a dark colour, and on this account called '* Blade 
Salts." A high degree of heat is then applied to these salts : After 
being kept some time in a state of ftision, they are freed from all 
remaining impurities ; Und, when left to cool, become perfectly 
white,— in which state they are a marketable commodity. 
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whicli it would oeoupy on hi» ilewly-okiEared 
Mtate. 

Besideg^ an American farmer, especially on fresh 
land, has really no time to spend in improving thd 
scenery of his estate. We judge of scenery by 
different rules. The Englishman admires the 
undulating hill and dale, and cannot be over-; 
stocked with wood and water : Barrenness and 
fertility, vigour and decay, with all their interme* 
diate varieties, must crowd into the coup d' ail of a 
picture that would please him. On the other hand, 
an inhabitant of Canada has generally much mpre 
wood and water than he desires, and would gladly 
accommodate his Trans-atlantic brethren * with a 
goodly portion of either : The landscape which he 
loves to contemplate may partake of vigour and 
fertility as largely as it pleases, but with no inter- 
mixture of barrenness and decay ; for he is not by 
any means wishful of producing an effect by con- 
trasts Nothing is more admirable in his eyes, than 
the plain and substantial appearance of corn-fields, 
pastures, and meadows, interspersed and divided 
by the leafless fence, with here and there a Maple- 
tree or other useful plant, like honest men, or 
telegraphic stations, just within sight of each other. 
However classical the taste of a Canadian farmer 
may naturally be, — and many of ^hem are alive to 
all the beauties of nature, — ^the circumstances in 
which he is placed prevent him from indulging 
that taste so far only as its gratification seems com- 
patible with utility and profit.— The clearing and 
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dtiHivation of » hk grmmd, aikl the ereiAioii of 9mP» 
able and neeessary buildings, are generally his^ 
exclusive oocupati<^ns, and engross nearly the 
tvhote of his time, frona the hour when he first 
wields the axe, until his heiid becomes ^ silvered 
oW with age,'* and he is obliged to lay aside the 
implements of husbandry. For, asr labourers are 
not only difficult to be procured, but are reinune-^ 
rated with wages from which prudence shrinks, — 
too often with an empty pockety — the farmer 
remains satisfied with the assistance derivable from 
the members of his own fttmily, — aii^sistance,. by the 
frequent inefficiency of which his life becomes one 
continued series of toil and fatigue. A man who 
ijan sit down every day to a leg of mutton ^nd tur* 
nips, without a frill to his shirt or a velvet collar 
to his coat, will not readily relinquish that sub- 
stantial fare, for the sake of so useless though 
'fenciful a decoration of his person. He wisely pre- 
fers solid internal sustenance to external embel- 
lishment ; and, in like manner, the American 
husbandman would hardly be persuaded to dispense 
with pork and pumpkin pie, merely to afford the 
passing stranger occasion for applauding the diver- 
sified and tasteful aspect of his estate. 

Of the trees which I have emimerated, the Pine, 
the Black and White Oak, Button- wood and thfe 
Black Walnut, attain to the greatest ^ze; and 
exhibit the most formidable appearance. Many 
of them are not unfrequently found to measure 
^irly feet in circumference, and some even miore. 
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Bttti^ kaiimosi i^k|^s$iMe til aj^oertam til^ 
trJth eSdictitiicte j for ihef^w genetsAiy hdllow o# 
decayed at heart. I ouoe oounted the gik)1?rtb oi 
an Ash-tree, by the Mual ntethod 6f th6 namher of 
circles which the yearly t^etit the sap had feiriaed j 
and though it was only three feet iti diatiii^er^ I 
found that it had braved the storms of 31S winters i 
Vtwh this circumstance, I think it plrobftblcy that 
tree» of ten feet diameter must have^ bowed thefi^ 
heads in obeisance to the Ruling Power foir tttf 
least 1,100 yeM»i This, though scarcely credible 
to short-lived mortals, is cwtainly the fSaot; for, , 
upon inspecting the annual growth of some of these 
enormous trees, I ha^e observed that it did not 
exceed ihat of the small onen. -- . . ;^ 

The only hedge-shrubs wbic^ I have ever men 
m Canada, are a kind of Hawthorn of a* coarse 
growth and large leaf, and several species of Briars 
and DoG-RosES. Holly, Box, Laburnum, Lo- 
HESTiNA, Lilac, and many other beautiful shrubs, 
which please tb0 eye and scent the air of other 
cduntries, are vainly looked for in Canada : Ivy 
and Laurel are likewise strangers to this country. 

A shrub resembling the Honey Suckle, but 
entirely different from that of England, is found 
in various parts of Upper Canada; but, when in 
full flower, it emits v^ry little of that Odour for 
which it is . distinguished in my native country. 
Dr. D wight says, the same shrub is found in New 
England, ^^and is still more beautiful, and mor^ 
fateful to the smell, than that t>f Great Britain.^'' 

Vol. I. U 
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But, unfortftnately for ^the amiable Doctor; hor 
testimony ott this point is of little importanoev he 
having never seen a British WoodMney eitciej^ in 
the hedge of some landdcape-painting> where; how- 
ever faithfully its (appeCMrtmce might have been 
represented, its odow could not on canvas ba 
either retained or transmitted. 

Dr. Howison, in his Sketches of Upper Canada^ 
aays^ ^^ The peasantry evince the utmost indiffer-^ 
ence about every thing that is not absolutely 
necessary to support existence. They raise wheat; 
Indian com, and potatoes enough to place them-* 
selves beyond the reach of want; but rarely en-^ 
deavour to increase their comforts by making 
gardens, or adorning the sites of their rude abodes 
with those rural improvements which so often 
grace the cottages of the British peasantry. Amcmg 
the humble dwellmgs of Upper Canada 

No roses wreathing. 
Or woodbines breathings 
Around the lattice tiieir tendrils spread. 

Nor does the bee^ in the stillness of the Summer's 
day, hum among the honey-suckles, and> weighing 
down the flowers, rob them of their luscious 
treasure for the benefit of him who reared and 
watered the pqrent plant." He then adds the fol- 
lowing remark : '^ The love of rural economy and 
iipprovement among the lower classes, is a tolerably 
sure indication that ttey have virtuous dispositions." 
!^ie Doctor appears to have anticipated much plea- 
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mire from the idea ofbeebining an eye^wttheaa of 
that neatness, tctste, and simplicity wkic^^ he bad 
been told, charaeterized the people of Upper Ga» 
nada, and proved them to be, what they reallj 
are, the happiest pedple on. the face of the earths 
^--^^ Bat,'' fssLyu he, <^ I felt, disistppointed^ whei^ 
even in the^ oldest settlements, I saw every .th|ag 
hi a state of primitive rudeness and barbariikm.'' ' 
The dtsapppintmentu of which Dr. Howison cbm^ 
plains, are experienced, in some degree, by every 
person who visits the country. I came to Upper 
Canada with the strongest prepossessions in its 
&vour : It was represented tb. me, as scarcely ioftiit 
rior to the Garden of JSklen, tad as inhabited by |ol 
virtubtts, industrious,: and hospHf&ble people. But 
when I landed on its wooded shoites, and expIonQd 
its immeamiraibje forests, I^ found Hie original Ad 
have very little agreement \vith the picture whidt 
my fancy had drawn, or the pens of my infdrmahlil 
had sketched. Nature has unquestionably done 
much for the country. The soil is very luxuriant 
nearly in all places; and the trees eveiy where 
stretch out their boughs majestically towards the 
clouds: But deligktftd cottages, Mspitahle and in* 
dustriom meuy and women beautiful and virtuom, on 
my first arrival were all either enshrouded in the 
impenetrable shades of the interminable woods, or 
had emigrated, like myself, in quest of more indul- 
gent skies and better fortunes : For no tracesr of 
them could be observed, "f 

t The general remarks are h^re applied only to Upper Canada. 

u2 
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Ch^faardr^ whioh m the old flettlemenfs ore very 
iMsnerbufl^ are ihe only fAaatatiOAi of w4uch the 
tiodnCry ban boast ; and ereh they lure little in* 
4'ebt6dto%ecaltivator'dtoil/altlioag& the appza^ 
Wfaiek tliey prodaoe, are not inferior to any in ike 
wwMv TiJose of the Western Distriets in j^rticalar 
araiWaniOBt exc^lleM desbription and€ne flavour^ 
TM^ekler k remarkaMy gCH^d^ notwitkrtandbg it 
it always dnmkffeah; It is genelttUy used in the 
Winter^ ^nd' seldom oar ney^r idiiK^imi to attaiiitiie 
wgt of sik rnontUb. . It sdk for ^Wut / ten riiffluigs 
fier barrel oftlxirty-iwb goHora^ and & retailed by 
Hie ii^veVBiilDeepers at seren pence balfyenny per 
^tmt^ leaving them the aitdnidhing profit tii ^evek^ 
bimdred pw- cent. Apices are generally ^oM for 
ime «hillitig and tfareepetice per! bwhel^ of sixty lbs; 
in «i¥der to pr^rvethem through the Wintw^ 
HMyare p^led and eat into sdieer; a pieee of fine 
tlm^ is thevt paswd ihifoiigb the eentre of each 
dliM^ until tiie whole Iragth of tlie strmg i8>.ecoa- 
|)ied^ when both die ends ore onited* They are 
aftet^ayds hnng up tsear^he fire until they become 
, perfectly dry, when they are barrelled and closed 
np untir wanted* This is said to be the only 
m^hod of pVeiefving them in so cold a climate^ 
But I am inclined to think, that if they were care-^^ 
folly plucked off the treses at a proper reason, and 
placed in a rbom of moderate temperature, either 
in well-seHsoned hay or fems^they might be pre-^ 
served entire through the Winter. 

Peaohes grow only in the Gore, Niagara> 
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Iiondon ttn^ W^rtwn IMstriots. TWie severHy of 
the fro^ls m the lElmteiti DifM;mti^ ^is^ weM as ii^ 
Lower Gaiiadia:^ iidstroys 1%e trees Wh0& tli^y are 
yoEmg, and thus preeliides ibe possibility of culti-' 
mating this dc^tious iirait in ihose irtegipns. Tfaei 
liest peadbes are those wbioli m&y be flBsaBr upon tiioi 
l>anks ol the river St. Clair, atiid at the Westera 
^tremity of Lake Erie. They are produced in 
^tetA pro&sioH in these places^ as well as along 
the South-western chores of Ontario aiid the rivers 
Niagiura. The price at which they are sdid, is one 
shilling and sixpence per bushel; and the same 
method is:taken to preserve them, asm the case oC« 

Fbabs are very rarely to l>e m^ wtth* I canned: 
:say any thing about- their quality, beoai^ia I have, 
n^ver seen mie sincei my arrival in .tim country ; 
but I lo^y^ no dodbt^ thai if a proper kuid wera 
introduced into Upper Canada, it would thriva/ 
^caadingly welL 

Red €herbies are Tery plentiful, and, though 
«maU,are weU^flavourediandjuicy* : Wildcherrita;. 
both black ^nd red, abound in tlie woodsy but as/ 
they always grow on the top? of ^trees which araJ 
often nine feet in circumference and one hundred 
and twenty in height, tli^y can nevvrr be obtained: 
without felling the tree. They, are genei:aIIy>con!!^j 
f(umed by the vast flocks of jMgeons that vi^it this 
<5ountry in the Summer; and i* i^^ wm^whikt 
remarkable, thfkt th^se birds nei^ec t.ouoh them t^ili:. 
they are perfectly ripe.. 
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PLpuiBrQiiCHA^^RDji.are Very cdifimoil in Lower 
GanadH; ami fieyerftl trees of this kind, grow in 
ttie apple-prcharis of the Upper Province. In 
many parta of the London and Western Distriots, 
and perhaps in other places, plumb-trees may be 
faiind growing in a wild state^and bearing a profusion 
of fruit, of a quality little, if at all, inferior to those 
whi<^h are cultivated in gardens. — The Green and 
Black Plumbsv are, I believe, entirely unknown in 
either province of Canada; at least, I have never 
seen them. 

A kind of Crab, called by the inhabitants ^^ CraV 
apple," is produced in great quantities in Upper 
Canada. It is exceedingly sour an4 juicy; "but is 
much ed^eemed, when preserved in the way in 
which we preserve gooseberries. 
^ OoosBBERRiES, which are indigcnoxts, grow all 
over the forests : The berry is so thickly covered 
with long sharp thorns, hard and bearded, that one 
might as Well attempt to swallow a flax-dresser's 
fae^kle^asto eat one of these gooseberries in a raw 
state^ But when. they are scalded and intermixed 
with a reasonable portion of cream and sugar, they 
become exceedingly palatable. 

Black and I^bd Currants are also indigenous, 
but greatly superior io the gooseberry ; if carefully 
cultivated, they would prove excellent in their 
quality. 

Cranberries, and Bil^l, Bar, Huckle and 
Anna-berries, are very plentiful, and much 
esteemed by the Canadians. The Huekle-berries 
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rememble Btll-berries, but they are not the 
same. 

Strawberries^ though they grow wild in the 
forests, are nearly as good as yoar finest garden- 
strawberries. They are very plentiful in all the 
old settlements, . and appear to thrive better in 
cultivated lands, than in those that are wooded. 
. Bi^AOK-BERRiES, which Seem to be of a superior 
quality to the same fruit in Europe, are highly 
relished by the Canadians, who eat them with 
cream and sugar, as you do strawberries. 

Raspberries are scarce, and of a very inferior 
description. 

The Grape, in its natural state, is a production 
of the Canadian forest : The fruit is small and 
tart, but would doubtless be much improved by 
cidtivation. 
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LEtTER XVII. 

RADISHES -^CABBPTS AND PABSN^^S-— CA^BAOEft^ BEANS AHO 
PBAS— -CBLEBY^ ASPARAGUS, SPINAOE AND SE A»K AIL -« WHEATS 
HAl^ OR INDIAN CORI7, RYE, BARLEY AND OATS — - POTATQBS* 
I'URNIPS AND PUHPXINS— TOkBACCO, HEMP AND VLAX. 

Aj/THQUGH the peo{^ of Canada pay littk atten- 
tifm to hortiottltural pursuits^ there are inany fruits^ 
and vegetables found in their gardens^ superior ta 
the finest productions of our expensive hot-beds 
and flashy green-houses. 

M£LON«, the see4s of which are carelessly strewed 
over the ground^ and covered without any atten- 
tion to system or neatness^ attain a degree of per- 
fection, both as to size and flavour, that the North- 
ern fruits of ^rreat Britain can never acquire after 
all the artificial aid which they obtain. In Upper 
Canada they generally weigh 20 lbs., and the 
largest 60 lbs., affording one of the greatest lux- 
uries, without labour or expence of any kind, to a 
people who are little capable of duly appreciating 
the delicacies which their indulgent skies scatter 
round them with the most profuse liberality* If 
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^6 olimdtte oi C&nada were as ttn&vduraUd toidu^ 
growth of frttUs;aa]i vegetables^ M ^crt ^ Greai 
Britain and Ireland; its inhabitaiits would live anA 
die without ever parteking of edthe^: For they 
^re too indolent abd cardlesfc t6 put: fprtii HiBfid 
e^mrtions which woi^d then be neoeseary to ;pro-i 
cure tfavlPA* If Mawia were .skewered d6%n from 
heaTiw iT^o their niouths^ I dare say they wduld 
swallow it ; but if it fell upon the ground^l they 
would F submit to a degree of partial starvation 
before they would take the trouble of collecting it. 
Cucumbers^ Gourdsy Pomegranates and Sqii^tshes, 
also attain the highest perfection of which they 
are capable^ without any^ the most trivial attention 
or expence. x 

Red Pepper is also produced in the Canadian 
gardens. When ripe^ the pods are of the finest 
scarlet colour; and ihe pepper-corns^ if ground 
with them, are not at all inferior to the best Cayenne^ 

BsEi)^ the rooi of which, though very insipid, 
affordstthe Canadians a &vo«rite pickle, may he 
faimd in great plenty. 

BAmaHES, Carrots, and Parsnips, although they 
are cultmrt^d in the same careless manner as evbry> 
oitfapr y^etable, grow to the most astonuihing sH9e^ 
They are ofMn found 18 inches in^ lengthy and nepdh^ 
two £M ine ciBcum^srenee* 

CAmAeaa are generally iigmred by insecfer ; and 
fktw of ibem^cahibe-found ejccellent in^quidity, or of 
aoi agceeabfe), flavour. 

Tim Comnum White or WmwoB* Bsan nerei^ 
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eomes to perfee^oti ; but French Beanaof trarioiis 
kinds^ and peas, thrive extreifiely well, and are cul- 
tivated on a very extensive scale. 

Celery, Asparagus, Spinage, and Sea-kail, Or 
Colewort, though little cultivated, appear to 
flourish wherever they are tried. In fact. Dr. 
Goldsmith's lines on the fitie productions of Italy^ 
with a little alteration, would apply as well to 
Canada. 

Whatever fruits in different climes are found. 
That proudly rise, or humbly court the ground ; 
Whatever blooms in torrid tracts appear. 
Whose bright succession decks the varied year ; 
Whatever sweets salute the Northern sky. 
With vernal leaves^ that blossom but to die i 
These, here disporting, own the kindred soil; ^ 
Nor ask luxuriance from the planter's toil ; 
In nature's beauty groves and woods appear, 
Man seems the only growth that dwindles here* 

It is toie there are nmny ^^ fruits found m different 
dimes/' which are unknown in Canada ; faut it is 
at the same time generally allowed, that there Bre 
very few which might not be cultivated with suc- 
cess in the South Western parts of Upper Canada. 
There, the smnmers are very long and exceedingly 
hot; the usual range of the thermometer being, in 
the shade, from 70deg. to 106 deg. of Fahrenheit. 

Grain of ievery description also succeeds well in 
Canada, and may be cultivated well to any extent. 

Rice has never yet become an ol^ect of atten- 
tion to the Canadian farmer ; though, tiiere can be 
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HO doabt^ from' the overfbwings to whbh Mveral 
ef the smaller rirel^ are subject^ that it might be 
rendered a very profitable pr<Mluetio]i. It grows 
in a wild state on marshy grounds in varioim parts 
of the Upper Province, but particularly in the 
vicinity of the Rice Lakes in the Newcastle pistrict. 
Wild fowl feed and fatten on this grain ; and the 
Indians are very expert in gathering it on the 
sedgy margins of the lakes: They paddle into a 
growing mass^ and thresh, in their own way, the 
grain from the stalk while it overhangs the sides 
of their canoes. They frequently obtain as much 
rice aM serves for their own consumption, and the 
remainder is sold with a good profit to the Euro-* 
pean settlers, who use it for various domestic pur- 
poses. This rice is of a large kind, and has a 
brown husk. 

- Maize, or Indian corn, four quarts of which are 
sufficient to plant an acre, averages about 25 buaihels 
in the Western Districts of Upper Canada, but not 
more than 16 in the Eastern Districts, or in any part 
of Lower Canada. It is sometimes planted in drills, 
and, during its quick growth, is carefully weeded, 
hbe-ed, and pruned. As the interstices between each 
plant are considerable, pumpkins are sown at vari- 
ous distances, and spread themselves in great p)er- 
fection among the Indian corn. Twelve hundred 
large pumpkins are often thus raised on a single 
acre> and afford a very important a-rticle of holne 
consumption to a settler's fam\|y, as well as excel- 
lent provender for his cattle in Autumn. 
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. Fkhh 6r WiNtER WfltAT i« gdAendly i^kiwii be*-, 
twe^n the Ist o£ Aagi^ and tbe 'middle of Se{K 
tffmhwy and. sometmiai even later. Spkiko WhbjlT 
is put into the ground about the 20th of Aprils and 
is ripe, for:^^ sickle by the latter days of Augusl^ 
ti^luch is &om three weeks to a month after the 
Winter wheat is harvested. The average crop of 
Winter wheat is about 25 bushels to an acre. Thtt 
Spring wheat is equal in quality to the Winter 
wheat; but it is neither so productive^ nor pB safe a 
erop: % Sixty pounds only are sown upon an. acre,, 
aiid sometimes not more than forty-five« 

"Rye is much cultivated^ particiilarly in the 
Upper Province, where it is principally used for 
distillation. It averages about twenty bushels aa 
acre^ land sells for tw^aty-five per cent. less, than, 
wheat. 

OATS^whlchare generally of a misetable descrip- 
tion, appear to be the most unprofitable crop in. 
the cbuntry. I have never seen an acre of even 

X This 18 partly owing to the diminative size of the grain^ and 
partly to the influence of the climate^ which causes it to plant 
more extensively than it can in colder climates. The Hessian Fly,' 
also^ though not so destructive to the wheat-crops of Canada^ ar 
it il» td tho6fe of the United States, has this season (1833) done 
mtk^ ihjiiry in many ^arts of the Upp^r Proraice. When a cJby- 
40&,* it is abojut the size and exactly in the shape of a grain of 
flax-seed. Its form,, as an eruca, is that of a very small white 
maggot; and/ in its perfect state, it is not much largar than a 
gnat. It' deposit^ its eggs in the Autumn, above the first joint of 
tte wheat: Thfirc(n*iyo^y perforates the rtalk; and in some 
instances- cuts it entirely away* 
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fourth-rate quality i But this result, I am confident, 
m to be attributed to the kind of seed employed^ 
rather than to any unproductive quality in the 
soiL 

Barley averages about twenty bushels per acre ; 
but it is little cultivated in Upper Canada, beei^ 
being almoist wholly unknown, except in Fort 
George, York, and Kingston ; in each of which 
there is a brewery. 

MiLtET is also cultivated in some parts of tlie 
Province; though far less attentibh lis bestowed 
oil!thi)s very nseful grain than it deserves. Three 
quarts of seed are sufficient for an acre ; thaprm 
dtt<^ of M^hichy on good liand, will be eighty 
bushels. 

Of the Varipus niative Grassea, White. Clover 
springs tip spontaneously^ as sQon as the land is 
cleared of the wood with which it had been incnm^ 
bered. Timothy, or " Fox- tail Grass,'' is a very 
useful species, and, having immense roots, is bet- 
ter: able to endure the heats of Summer than any 
of the other grasses. ^ But Bed Ckiver, Liiceme^ 
Herds-grass, and some of the most common kihds^ 
must be sown, when they will produce abundant 
crops. 

The Canadians conjiid^r Potatoes, which are> 
always watery iand badly flavoured, to ba a v^r^ 
uiipt^o&table production. They calculate,, that 
more labour, i^ required to cultivate and save i^ si ji;- 
gle acre bf them, than would be necessary in r^ lis* 
ing five acres of wheat. The price> howe ver. 
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which is sometimes obtained for them, would he 
fully sufficient to compensate the cultivator for hia 
loss of time, were the demand sufficiently extent, 
sive or at all certain, — neither of which is the case, 
nor ever can be in a country where all^are a^deuW 
turists^ and for whose surplus produce there is no 
ho foreign demand or consumption. One hundred 
and seventy bushels, or about twenty-one, barrels,' 
are not far from the average crop ; but, I am con-^ 
fident, that if they were sown in drills, or planted 
in ridges, as in Ireland, the produce would be more 
than quadruple what it now is. According to the 
method which has been adopted, 480 lbs., ot 20 
stones, are considered a sufficient quantity to plant 
an acre. Four cut? are placed in the angles of >a 
square, each of whose sides is about six inches ; and 
a pyramidical hill, of about a foot in height, and 
four feet in circumference, is raised over them. 
When they appear above ground, this hillock is 
increased in height with a hoe ; and the potatoes, 
when ripe, are taken out of the ground with the 
same instrument. In Winter, they are preserved 
in cellars, but are scarqely eatable when the snow 
has disappeared. • .. 

Turnips, which are sown about the 25th of July, 
9eem to grow very well ; but I have never seen 
more than an acre in the possession of any single 
farmer. The difficulty of preserving them from 
the severity of the frost, is, I suppose, one great 
<^a!ase, why few of them are cultivated ; and another 
cajxpe is, the s<^rcity of sheep in every part of the 
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eountry, few former^ having more than fifty or 
sixty, and none, I believe, more than a hundred. 
Four l^undred bushels are sometimes raised from 
an acre, but I suspect that two hundred is nearer 
the customary crop. 

. Tobacco, though very little cultivated in either 
of the provinces, seems to thrive well wherever it 
is tried; But, I think, it could not be planted to 
such an extent as would render it profitable as an 
^ick of commerce, except in the London and 
Weatern Districts of the Upper Province. The 
soiJl a^d climate of these districts are so very 
&yourable to its. growth, that some samples have 
been recently exhibited in the Western District, 
not at all inferior in quality to any ever produced 
in the United States. If the attention of the farmer 
^l these two Districts were almost exclusively 
directed to the production of Tobacco and Hemp, 
they would undoubtedly return a .profit sufficient 
to compensate him for his labour and to stimulate 
his exertions, which, however trifling it might be, 
would be more than he can now derive from the 
cultivation of any kind of grain. For it is a fact 
universally acknowledged in Canada, that a bushel 
pf wheat, in the presfent depressed state of affairs, 
costs the farmer thirty per cent, more than he can 
obtain for it, if his time be estimated at the common 
price of a day-labourer. There is, however, no 
^pii*it for enterprize in the country ; and as it has 
been well observed by a late writer " all plans for 
1^ ite improvement, hpwever rational or prac^icableji 
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^^ are doomed to linger for want of supporters.^ 
The Colonial Grovernment seems so little cjotecerned 
about the prosperity of the country, that no en-^ 
eouragement to agriculture, or to any thing else, can 
be expected from that quarter. It sterns to be a 
matterof perfect indifference to the existing au- 
thorities of the country^ whether its inhabitants 
dwindle out their lives in penury and toil, or enjoy 
the comfortable independence which might certainly 
be the lot of every industrious Canadian,- if those 
measures were adopted by their rulers which appear 
to every unprejudiced mind as practicable, as they 
are indispensible to happiness and 'comfort : But* 
more of thi^ hereafter. 

Hemp is another article, the cultivation of which, 
though now totally neglected, would be much 
more likely to enrich the Provinces and benefit the 
pairent State, than any other article of commerce 
with which we are acquainted. The soil and 
climate of Canada are allowed to be quite ' ag 
favourable to its growth as those of Poland and 
Russia ; and, although it is admitted by all persons 
of agricultural knowled^ to be a most profitable' 
plant, and productive of much wealth wherever it 
is exclusively cultivated, the two Canadas cannot 
at present afford a sufficient quantity to hang their 
own malefactors. Government, in its wisdom, hasr 
recently proposed to purchase the naval supplies of 
this a^ide from the -Canadians, provided they caa 
furnish them at as cheap a rate as they are obtiained 
in Russia. This surely, at first sights is a generous 
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oder from a government^ whose liberality to its 
subjects is without a parallel in the annals of the 
world ! .Would not a wealthy and independent 
fieUJier pay his needy itiercantile sons a never- to-be-^ 
forgotten compliment^ if, in the plenitude of his 
wisdom and affection, he were to inform them^ 
^t that if they would supply him with groceries and 
^^ other articles of domestic consumption, at ai 
^^ cheap a rate as he could purchase them from a 
^^ perfect stranger, he would be graciously pleased 
^^ to deal with them, but not otherwise !" , 

If government entertained any doubt^ that the 
Canadians could not supply the Navy with a suffi-^ 
cient quantity of hemp, it would perhaps be bad 
policy to offer them any competent encouragement 
for cultivating it extensively, as ministers might 
thereby incur the displeasure of Russia^ who, to 
retaliate, would very probably, in the event of 
their want of success in the Canada market, 
refuse to afford Great Britain the ustial sup 
plies. But, as it has been ascertained by actual 
experiments, that these fruitful provinces are capa-t 
ble, and the colonists willing, to supply the navy, 
if suitable encouragement be given them, the go- 
vernment has no just rei^on for indulging in these 
fearful apprehensions. It is impossible, however, 
while the price of labour continues high^ and while 
the navigation of the country remains m its present 
unimproved condition, that the Canadians^ espe* 
cially those of the Upper Province, should be able 

Vol. I. X 
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to gnow hemp and tf anspoort it for sale, to the Que^^ 
bcfc market at a cheap rate^ UBless some efficient aid 
fee fendfrred by the parent country. If his Majesty's 
mihisters were to take into consideration the 
depi^essed state of agriculture in Canada^ and would 
offerasmalL premium to such persons as should 
raise a given quantity of hemp annually, and if 
fhe^" would engage Besides to purckase at« the 
Russian price, the quantity produced, they would 
very sQon find themselves independent of a foreign 
power. The Russian price would fully compen- 
sate the farmer, for the trouble and expence incur- 
red in raising and preparing the hemp ; and the 
premium, howpver trifling in amount, would, if 
jntid in cash, operate as a, powerful stimulus to his 
exertions; but, without this encouragement or 
something equivalent to it, the Canadians never eali 
supply the British navy. It has been suggested,, 
by a respectable writer,* that, if the government 
would appoint agents in differeht parts of the pro^ 
vinces td purchase the article when prepared for 
sale^ and to pay for it in specie, very favour- 
able .consequences would probably result. In sujp- 
port of thkr statement, it is argued with great just^ 
fiess, that rlnb such persons are appointed, the 
profit of thi? article^ as well as of every other, will 
be entirely engrossed by a few speculating charac*- 
ters, who, like the merchants at present, would 
monopolize the whole trade with government* 

* Mr. Lambert 
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The Catiadian farmers are actually too poor t6 
purchase the machinery necessary for the proper 
manufacture of hemp, or to send it to any distant 
market ; but if an agent were appointed in each 
district, ^th authority not only to buy the hemp^ 
but also to advance small sums for the purchase of 
machinery, to such persons as could give good 
security for its repayment in hemp^ all diflBculty 
would very shortly be obviated, and the farmer^ 
of each township would in a few years be enabled 
to transport the jproduce to the Kingston market, 
and eventually to that of Quebec ; when the coun- 
try agents, if not instantly dispensed with, might 
be gradually reduced. After the temporary reward 
had imparted a strong impulse to agriculture, had 
given a fresh and salutary direction to industry,' 
and had opened a new and profitable market for 
this sort of produce, it might be discontinued; and 
regular commercial enterprise would then achieve 
all that remained to be done for the encouragement 
of the farmer, by making its way to the best mart 
for the purchase of hemp, and by discovering the 
cheapest and readiest mode of conveyance. 

In the year 1822, the provincial parliament ot 
Upper Canada voted the sum of £300, for the 
purchase of machinery to manufacture hemp, and 
£50 a year for three years to ke^ it in repair. 
The machinery was to be purchased by the Lieut. 
Gdvei^nor, by and with the advice of the execu- 
tive council, and placed in that part of the pro- 
vince in which his Excellency might think* it waa 
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more immediately required. Since the voting of 
the money, I have not heard any thing of the ma- 
chinery ; but, as yet, there has been no need of it. 

The writer to whom I have just alluded, observes: 
It is very extraordinary, that, although the British 
government has several times, since the commence- 
ment of the present century, exerted itself in some 
degree to promote the culture of hemp, not only 
ii^ Canada but in the East Indies, those exertions 
have been hitherto utterly fruitless: It is said, that 
the East India climate is too hot, and consequently 
that the hemp produced there is too fine for large 
cordage. This may probably be the cause of fai- 
lure in that quarter; but no such deteriorating 
effects are produced by the heat of the Canadian 
climate. The Society for the Encourageriunt of 
Arts say, in the Preface to the 21st volume of their 
Transactions, that they have ascertained by actual 
experiment, that Canada can furnish hemp for the 
use of the navy, equal in quality to that which is 
imported from the Baltic. Monsieur Vondervel- 
den, in a letter to the Society, attributes the bad 
success in Canada to the attachment which the 
Canadians have always evinced to old customs, and 
to the opposition and prejudice of their priests, 
i^ho would derive no advantage from the cultiva- 
tion of hemp, 83 it is not, agreeably to the existingi 
laws, a tytheable article. The seigneurs and mer- 
chants^ also gave it considerable opposition ; the 
one, from a conviction that it would destroy the 
profits of their wheat-mills, from which their great-^ 
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est revenues are derived; — and the other, because 
they were apprehensive, it would have a powerful 
tendency to set aside that system of barter which 
they had long found to be more profitable than a 
reftdy-money trade* . 

Only some of these difficfulties exist at present 
in the Lower Province; and, I think, the prin- 
cipal among them might be obviated by making^ 
hemp a tytheable article. But in Upper Canada, 
which, on account of the superiority of its soil and 
climate, is much better adapted to the growth of 
hemp, a still smaller number of obstacles would be 
experienced, than in the Lower Province ; and it is 
the opinion of the best-informed men in the coun- 
try, that if a plan like that which I have now 
described were pursued, a suflScient quantity of 
hemp might be reared, in loss than five years, to^ 
render the British Government completely inde- 
pendent of foreign supplies, and to save us firom: 
thie humiliating necessity of annually paying the 
sum of a million and a half to a foreign power, for 
an article, which, by a little encouragement on one 
hand, and by industry and perseverance on the 
other, we might raise in our own oolonies, to the 
great benefit of Canadian settlers. 

Flax is cultivated for domestic use by almost 
every farmer in the Canadas; but few, if any, 
have attempted its cultivation e^ an article of com- 
merce. Some hogsheads of flax-seed are annually, 
imported from Quebec, the greatest part of which 
is purchased, I believe, from the inhabitants of tho^ 

x3 
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United States. Nine thousand six hundred and 
one bushels were exported in 1820 1'f from 180Q to 

f Dr. D wight observes^ " In Amarica^ the stalk c^ this plant 
** is large and branchy, the bark or coat rigid and dark-colour,^ 

* *^ and therefore, in the several processes of curing, dreaiing and 
'f blcaekhg, more liable to fret or break, than that, o£ Iceland or 
^^ Oermany."— ^This drcumstance is easily accounted for, and as 
easily prevented. In Ireland^ 4 busfaels^if seed Are sown to the acre, 
whilst in most parts of America, two bushels are deemed quite 
sufficient The consequence of this diffin'ence in die quantity 
BDwn, is,— in tke former country die stem lias not toom to .<»tend 
itself laterally or to dioot out boughs, and therefore, i^ c<Hnmoa 

' with the stalks of many esculent berbs jcultivated in gardens, it 
becomes the better blanched the more closely it is planted ; — ^and 
in the latter, the thinly- scattered stems stand so far apart from 
each other, that in a ferdle soil aided, as that of America is, by a 
most genial climate, innumerable branehes shoot out Utorn ea<^ 
jStalk as if inclined to fill up the spaces which have be^n lef^ 
^acant through want of seed, and the sym and atmoq[^ieric changes 
have thus abundant opportunities afforded of darkening the rising 
plant I have satisfied myself of the correctness of these facts by 
jsk^tual experiment: I Bowed, on two pordons of land, equal in 
ftrtility and extent, different quanddes of ffax-seed. That spot 
"wbiph had received four hushdis to die acre, product a large 
crop of as fine flax as any raised in Ireland ; whilst that on which 
ionly two bushels per acre had been sown, yielded exactly such 
spreading and discoloured flax as Dr. Dwight describes. But 
the good Doctor, though exceedingly well-informed on almost 
every subject which he professes to discuss^ has furnished evident 
proofs to all practical men, tlu^ the province, in ^hich be shone 
with most distinguished lustre, was that of Theology and nal; 
AaRi£ULTUR£. . Besides, his infcHinants had most probably coiv* 
cealed from him the important fact— that the Americans generally 
cultivate Flax more for the sake of raising seed for the Irish mar- 
ket, di^ of ptodiicing afine sort of flax for the use of the maim- 
%ctarer^ 
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t'SOhj the average quantity per year, was 6676 
lushels. It appears^ therefore^ that the quantity 
'exported augments very slowly, if we consider the 
^reat increase of population and the consequent 
improvement of the country* It is now, iiowever, 
pretty generally understood, that the people of 
Upper Canada, at leasft, must either cultivate flax on 
4i more extensive scale than they have hitherto 
done, or dispense with the use of linen for three- 
licMirthB of the year. Pormerly, the great magority 
of the farmers purchased every article (^ clothing 
from the merchants, and paid for them in grain 
and pork. But the prices of these articles are now 
so much cedHced, that they must either he content 
io go naked, like their Indian neighbours, or ma- 
nufacture their own clothing of every description : 
for it is now admitted, however extraordinary 
the fact may appear to you, that the produce of 
fifty acres of land^ in the preseirf day, would not^ 
after deducting the expences cif cultiviettion and of 
^kiiig it to market, purchase a second-hand bonnet 
rouge "f of third-rate quality. 

t A kind of woollen cap> wornJboth day and night by tbe 
Canadians. 
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MEDICINAL HERBS AND SHRUBS— SENSING AND CAPILLAIRE-^SAftSA- 
PARILLA AND BITTER SWEET — ALUM ROOT AND CROW's FODT 
—WILD HOREHOUND^ WHITE COHART> AND OENTIAN-ROOT— THE 
SENECA SNAKE-ROOT, AND SPEARMINT •— THIMBLI&-BERRY AND 
BLACKBERRY ROOTS — THE BLOOD ROOT> SUMACH, AND POlSaM 
TREE— 'HERBE AUZ PUCES, OR POISON IVT — SORREL — COLtV. 
TAIL, AND MARSH MALLOWS*— «DOO- WOOD AND PRICK^^V ASH— ^ 
SPICE WOOD AND SASSAFRAS— THE COTONNIER, OR COTTON PLANT 
Jp^THB OmON TREE AND WILD GARLIC — THE WILl> TURNIP 
. AND JUNIPER TREE — THE REIN-DEER MOSS, WILD OATS, aM 
. RIVER GRASS- THE SEA RYE, 6EA-8IDB PLANTAIN, AND SEA- 
ROCKET- LAUREA AND SEA*SIDB PEAS — * INDIAN GRASS AND 
INDIAN TEA. 

* 

VeBY little is known of the medicinal herbs of 
Canada; and^ I believe^ no person possessed of 
competent botanical qualifications has ever explored 
its forests in pursuit of such information. It is a 
pity that Drs. Hoppe and Homschuch^ who have 
recently published so facetious an account of their 
botanical adventures in a Tour to the Coast of the 
Adriatic^ and that the still more celebrated Baron 
de Humboldt^ who has botanized with such emi- 
nent success in South America^ have not extended 
their researches to this country: For I have no 
doubt^ that an equal portion of interesting matter 
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might have been gathered here, a» in the difFerent 
routes which those learned gentlemen pursued. 
But though the Botany of this part of the Ameri- 
can Continent has never been reduced to a system^ 
the nature of a few of the numerous plants is 
well-known to the Canadians; and the aborigi- 
nes are intimiately acquainted with the properties 
of a much greater number. Such, however, are 
the Qatural reserve, and the selfish dispositions of 
the Indi$ms, that no. valuable information can be 
procured from. them'. Their knowledge on this, 
asi on every other subject of importance, can be of 
use only to themselves ; for they have never been 
kAown to communicate their discoveries, or the 
siupiative methods em{doyed in the counteraction of 
their maladies, but have guarded, with the keenest 
vigilance and jealousy, every avenue of intelligence* 
If the simplest question be put to thein, they will 
evade it with admirable address, should it contain the 
most distant allusion to any subject connected witb 
their own exclusive knowledge. This total absence 
of candour, and determined resolution to keep 
their c^wn secrets, are the two most unfavourable 
traits in the Indian character, and form some rea- 
sonable grounds for their being so little respected 
by their fairer-skinned but not more upright neigh- 
bpur^. Under such disadvantages, therefore, it 
cannot be expected, that I, who in Botany am a 
novice, should enter into a very minute detail of 
the medicinal productions of the country. I shall, 
however, enumerate those of which I have been 
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^le to ftcq<iire a knowledge^ either orally front jtbe 
CaH^dians^ or from the descriptions of precedix^ 
iluvellers, 

, GfiNsiNG ; and €apili:iA.ir£ were formerly ex- 
ported in great quantities from Qaebec to France* 
The first of these productioiis^ when drie4> has a 
sweet taste re^^mbling that of liquorice-*root^ with 
the addition of an aromatic bitterness. It formed 
ian article of very profitable trade with theChinede^ 
for Jt considerable time after the settlement ^of 
Caniada. But so eager were the Canadians to ex- 
emplify the quondant advice^ of the British Lot- 
tery. Offices, *^ Catch Fortunb when you <5an/* 
that, in . th^ir haste to lay hold of the mercurial 
damey they overstepped the nbark, while i(he dipped 
from them and completely evaded their grasps 
Thinkiiig to enrich themselves by the constant ex- 
pprtaticm pf enormous quantities, they forgot the 
sage axiom of commercial men, ^^ fo regulate the 
apparent produdioh by the demand;'' and instead 
of preserving the Gensingin the proper way, dried 
it in ovens and stovea so rapidly, as to render it 
altogether unserviceable to the only people on 
eartii who were inclined to purchase it from them, 
-r-^nd the only people, I may say^ who, themselves 
consummate adepts at fraud, could not be d0^ive<l 
by the utmost ingehuity on the part of others It 
is very shfgidar, and no way creditable to the oha- 
tacler of civilized nations, who prohm amon^ 
t^hen^olves t<!^ be governed in their cotuku^ if ilol 
kn their niotivesy by the laws of equity and honour. 
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tions should informer ages have had a«ieh fi laarge 
Ittixtjare o£ trickery and imposition. But the result 
will, on. e:|:amiimtion^ be found, like thc^ iiMstaace 
now addoeed, to have.liiean iiltiimtely di^astimt^to 
those who praetiped Ihe^ ar^s of deception. .Gen- 
sing still grows in great quantities^ particukjrly m 
Upper Canada, birt it i& no longer in estinia- 
tion as an artiole of cox^merce. Capillairjei^ ov 
the Maiden Haib, whick^ wImq flowing on .a 
beautiful head in grftoeful rii^glets, is in your part 
of the world .t)ie oaiise of so jnany ragiag feirers, is 
in this country /found to possess opposite qualities, 
imd to be very effleacwus as a febrifuga. 
• Tbe Runiaing SikHSABAJUiiLA and BiTXBR-iawEB'r^ 
^ised.by the. Canadians. in eassft of geaieral debility, 
are famous in purifying the blood. 
- The Aliim Root .and Crqw'«*foot uve said to 
^minstitute a very powerful astringent, and to be 
salutary medioines in oases of dysentery. 

The/WiM) HoasjtotuKD Js ttsed as a remedy. f6r 
jagu0s,.and is an actiYe imietie. 

The Whith CetiTu and GbhtUn Root are 
^esteemed excellent far rhenmafcio oosapbinti* 

Thb Sekec^^ &fAKE-RQ0T is a modbinrxif Very 
general use, particul^ly in ieases of ferer^ cold, 
Mad pain in the bjones. It is of a^ pungent taste, 
and its^ffeds^arestioKnilaatand sttdotf^e* 

The Bootst of the; Thimbi^ic^bbAbt, with, the 
^seca Sbftke Root, tBd taU Blackberry Root, are 
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used as remedies for cancer^ the rasb^ sore throats 
and sore mouths. 

Spea r-mint, Hyssop, Wormwood, Water-^^resses, 
Plantain, Marsh-mallows, Penny<»royal, and other 
aromatic plants, whose uses are well known in the 
Materia Medica^ seem, from the profusion in which 
they are spread about, to be indigenous. 

The Blood-^root, so called on account of its 
emitting, when broken, a fluid of a sanguine colour 
in considerable quantities, is considered an infallible 
cur^ for rheumatism, and is administered for that 
purpose after being infused in whisky^ 

The Sumach, in Upper Canada, grows to the height 
of ten feet, and produces a multitude of deep orim-c 
son berries. It is a well-known dye-stuff in Eng- 
land ; but the Canadians esteem the berries aloi^^ 
of which they make their vinegar. 

^ Another species of the Sumach, called by the 
Americans ^^ the Poison-tree," is found in low 
swampy lands in Upper Canada and in the United 
States. The effluvia of this noxious shrub afiect 
some people to such a degree, that they cannot 
i^proach towards the place in which it gto^%^ 
without sustaining a very sensible injury from its 
poufonous exhalations. On touching it, and even 
when they are not* in immediate contact with it^ 
their hands, face, and legs become swelled to an 
alarming extent, and are soon covered over witli 
blisters. Their eyes also suffer very materially 
from the violent humours which it creates. But 
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what makes the matter still more wonderful, is the 
fact, that, while these singular effects are produced 
on some persons, there are others who can handle 
the branches of the tree with perfect impunity/ and 
may even rub it over their bodies without 
enduring the slightest visible inconvenience. 

A creeping shrub, called by the Canadians ^* The 
Poison Ivy,'' although it resembles the Ivy only in 
its parasitical character, is also a very oflfonsive 
plant, it is called by the French Herbe aux Pucesy 
(Flea*bane,) and possesses nearly the samef delete- 
rious qualities as the poisonous Sumach^^ Mr. 
I^ambert says, that wherever this plant is founds 
there is always a great number of Lady-flies, which, 
as long as they continue on the leaves, are 
covered with a brilliant gold ; but when taken 
from the tree, they lose this brilliant hue, 
and become exactly similar to the insect which is 
known by that appellation in England. Whe- 
ther the name which the French have confer- 
red on the plant has any relation to this circum- 
ptance, I know not; but there appears to be some 
affinity between them. I have seen several per- 
sons who were poisoned by tiie herhe aux puces: 
They suffered the most excruciating pains, until 
relieved by the internal application of turpentine, 
pr some other strong spirit. Soap and sour cream 
ate also said to be very efficacious, in expelling the 
poison and reducing the swellings. 

The Red-topped Sorrel, the Colt's Tail, 
Winter Green, and, the Gatanup; are also 
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found in every^ pwt of Upper and Lower; Ca-^ 
nada. 

The Doo-irooD and Phickly-ash are very com-* 
mon shrablB in the Western Disitricts. The bark of 
bothy as well as that of the Wild Cherry, is used 
as a substituttd for Peruvian Bark. Dog-Wood 
bears some resemblance to Box- wood, but differs 
from it greatly in several of its j^operties. 

SiprcE-wooD, Gold-thread, Elecampane, Lo- 
belia, and Sassafras, are also natives of the 
Canadasf. 

The Cotton-plant, or Cotdnnier^ grows abun-^ 
dantly in both Proyinoes : It produces a pod of an 
oval shape, about nvK inches long, which contain^ 
a fine white ftilky substance resembling very fine 
cotton. It is an excellent substitute for feathers, 
but is, I think, capable of being appropriated to 
more important purposes. The plant, When young; 
is sold by the French Canadians in the Quebec antl 
Montri^al markets, and is esteemed little inferior 
to Asparagus. ' In the month of August, there is 
an abundant dew upon its leaves, which, when 
shaken off and boiled down, is said to make a kind 
of sugar resembling honey. It must, however, be 
as tedious a mode of procuring honey as that which ^ 
it is averred^' waff pursued by a London citizen, 
when he retired to the country to enjoy the fortune 
acquired by his skill, and, among others of his 
novel rustic experiments, wished to establish a 
number of bee-communities, or hives. He would 
not listen to a single word from his more intelligent 
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under-stewiiird, about the ordinary methodl; of ae-» 
complishing such an object ; but^ giving him a 
fierce reprimand for the exirava^nce of his pro^ 
posal^ he asl^ed^ ^^ how he could be so thoughtlessat 
to recommend a^ purchase of what might so ^ualy 
be procured on the Downs ?"-^ He was ordered 
to hire ten women to go in quest of bees the next 
morning, and to prepare hives for the reception of 
the captives. ^* Elarly in the next day the detach^ 
ment started for the Downs, eieu^h furnished with a 
tin canister to contain the spoil ; and after running 
about for hours, stunning the bees with blows from 
their straw bonnets, and encountering stiii^. with*^ 
out nuipber, secured about thirty prisoners, who 
were safely lodged in a hive. But, as has been the 
fate of many arduous campaigns, little advantage 
accrued from all this fatigue and danger. Next 
morning the Squire sallied £c>rth to visit his new 
colony. As he approached, aloud humming assured 
him thfey were hard at work, when to his infinite 
disappointment, it was found that the bees had 
made their escape through a sniall hole in the hive, 
leaving behind them only an unfortunate humble^ 
bee, whose bulk prevented his squeezing himself 
through the aperture, and whose loud com{daints 
had been mistaken for the busy hum of industry. ^^ 
The Oniox^trjbie, or, as the Canadians call it^ 
" the Top Onion,*' is found in many of the gardens 
in both Provinces. It grows to the height of three 
or four feet* At or near the extremity of each 

^ London Literary Gazette. 
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plant, ^ows a cluster, of moderate-«ized onionSy 
which^ if not plucked before they are perfectly 
ripe^, will put forth buds^ and indue season produce 
another cluster of a smaller size. One of these 
plants frequently produces twenty or thirty onions^ 
of the size of a walnut. They are esteemed equal 
in quaiity to the root-onion, and are of course 
more productive. It is very remarkable, that if 
one of the small onions which grow upon the tree, 
be taken from the plant in Autumn and preserved 
from the frost till Spring, it will, if planted, not 
only put forth luxuriant shoots, but its bulb will 
also considerably increase in size, in the same man-^ 
ner as a root-onion. It does not however produce 
any top-onions the first year ; biit if taken up and 
preserved, in the same way as before, until the 
following Spring, and then re-planted, it will yield 
an abundant supply of generic fruit. 

The first herb which appears, above ground, on 
the return of the Canadian Spring, is a species of 
Garlic. If not really indigenous, Garlic, which 
among the French is a favourite kind of seasoning, 
must have been imported into this country by them, 
when they came to colonize these Provinces. The 
wonderful process by which, in the economy of 
nature, . every species of vegetable is propagated, 
will easily account for Garlic being found in a wild 
state ; its seeds might have either been wafted by the 
winds out of the inclosures in which the plants 
werB growing, or have been conveyed into the 
distant woods by the ordure of birds that fed upon 
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them. As soon as the siiow disappears^ the ground 
in the woods is literally covered with herbage of 
this kind. The fetid smell, arising from such a great 
quantity of strongly-scented vegetables, is^ so very 
overpowering, that you cannot walk in the open 
air in the Spring-time of the year for many iiiinutes^ 
without inhaling a sufficient portion of garlic to 
sicken a pole-cat. : Cattle of all kinds are however 
partial to this offensive herb, and devour it with 
such appetite, that in a month or five weeks from 
the disappearing of the snow^ they become sleek 
and in excellent condition. During this . period 
milk and butter are of little value to any mah^^ 
except he be fortunate enough to have lost his 
palate, and to be in possession of an unconquerable 
stomach. You might as well drink water strongly 
impregnated with assafoetida as attempt to force 
milk and butter of this description, on the delicate 
organs of deglutition. When allowed to arrive 
at maturity, the garlic produces a. variety of little 
flowers, very beautiful in appearance, and of a much 
more agreeable odour than the leaves of the parent 
. dtem. '. :' 

- A herb, called by the nsune of Wili> Turnip^ is 
very common in Canada. The root of this herb 
iff not much unlike that of the common* white 
turnip; but ther stalk which grows two or three 
feet lugh,^ and the leaves^ which are beautifully- 
rariegated,. have not the slightest resemblance to 
those of any turnip with which I am acquainted.. 
Vol. L Y 
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The stalk of this sin^lar plant terminates in A 
flower somewhat like a tulip; and its root is oon«» 
sidered an excellent remedy for the oolic. But it is 
almost impossible to taste it withoat one's month 
being set on fire« for it is nnieli more pungent than 
Cayenne pepper. 

* The JcNTPBR TREE IS an ever«greep, n^icfa pro^ 
daces an abundant supply of berries ; but they are 
seldom collected in Canada, though they might 
prove a good article for exportation to England or 
Holland, where they are employed in the manufac-^ 
ture of Gin, to which they are said to comma-* 
nicate a fine flavour^ and to impart a diuratio 
quality. 

The Rein-dber Moss, a species of Wild Oats^ 
i|nd a coarse kind of River Grass, grow in the 
swampr and small lakes. 

The Sba Rye, the Seaside Plaintain, the Sea 
Rocket, the Laurier, and the Seaside Peas, are 
also natives of Canada, and are used by the Indians 
for a variety of purposes. 

An aromatic herb, called Indian Grass, is used 
as a substitute for Lavender ; it retains its odour for 
a length of time, and cammunicates a very agree* 
Able scent to clothes. 

A herb, called Indian Tba:, is employed as a sub- 
stitute £or that of China, and is considered by^some 
i>f the Canadians to be little inferior to the best 
Congo. But they use any thing and every thing 
jn lieu of that incomparable plant. Hemlock 
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boughs, beechen chips, strawberry, blackberry, 
and currant leaves, with spice wood, spear-mint, 
peppermint, maple-buds, catenup, samaparilla, and 
birch bark, are more commonly found at a Cana- 
dian tea-table, if I may so call it, than Souchong, 
Hyson, or Conga. They also um pea^, wheat, rye, 
Indian com, burnt flour, and toasted barley, as 
rabstittitat &nr colfee. 
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LETTER XIX:. 

VAftVnAJU CURIOSITIES IN THE UPPER PROVINCE —« WHIiULPOOL. 

I 
NEAR QUEENSTOWN— RASH ADVENTURE OF A BRITISH SOLDIER 

— *THB FALLS OF 'WEST-FLAMEOROUGH— MINERAL SPRtNGS^-^ 
•—SALINE SPRINGS— ^ WANT OP ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE MA- 
NUFACTURE OF SALT— CONDUCT OF THE PROVINCIAL LE6IS- . 
LATURE— GYPSUM — MARL. AND BLACK LEAD-^IRON FOUNDERY. 

Beside the herbs mentioned in the preceding 
chapter,t there are many others with which I am 
wholly unacquainted. Indeed, the country affords- 
a vast field for the researches of the naturalist, the 
botanist, the mineralogist, and the chymist. It 
abounds with a variety of herbs and plants, whose 
qualities have never been fully ascertained, and 
whose very names are yet undetermined. Various 
kinds of mines have also been discovered in many 
places ; and mineral-springs, some of which are of 
a most interesting nature^ may be met with in 
almast every district. 

There are, besides, many striking natural curio- 
sities, the principal of which are the Falls of Nia- 
gara already mentioned ; the Whirlpool in the 
Niagara River; the Great and Little Falls of West 
Flambro' ; and the several saline, mineral, and bitu- 
minous springs. 
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/The Whirlpool between the Palls of- Niagara, 
and the village of Queenstown^ is a very great 
though not inexplicable curiosity. It is situate 
in a part of the Niagara river where the banks 
are nearly 200 feet high, and almost perpendi- 
cular. Immense trees extend their ample foliage 
over the awful gulf on every side, and are 
affected with a tremulous motion^ proceeding from 
the violent <3irculation of the water. The river 
abovcv the whirlpool is deep and rapid, and flows 
within a contracted channel only 160* yards wide^ 
which suddenly expands to at least 500, formings 
an oval interfluent basin, of at least 6000 feet in cir-: 
^umference. On approaching this basin, the* 
tttrfeam redoubles in velocity, as if eager to free^ 
itself from the narrow boundaries within which it 
had been previously confined, and, passing over a 
slope, 60 feet in descent, enters into the basin with' 
ti tremendous roar : Then diverging to the north^ 
of the direct channel, it rushes impetuously round* 
the surrounding cliffs, until it seems at length to^ 
regain its proper course, which begins at the angles* 
of a- rocky and impending promontory, whose dark ^ 
and thickly- wooded summit frowns in terrific ma- ' 
jesty upon the vast profound. This curious whirl- * 
ing 'Course of the water creates a great eddy or** 
whirlpool, which, by revolving quickly every 5* 
or 6 minirtes, as if upon its own axis, formsa'strong^ • 
tide, that, at intervals of half an hour, alternate-^ 
ly rises and falls about 80 inches. All floating 
jmatter that is driven down the Falls, is attracted ' 
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wHkiii Ib^ r«Big9 of ihim mmfk vprfek, trhet« it 
ftraqoetttly'reiiimniiforieterftlct^ twialed dbootk 
by ev%rf rapid 0¥ofaiti9n <rf ibe wbirl^o^l^ uaiHf 
•fftfently by ttier« db^iee^ iiui violfiitly expelledi 
iiQOi the estreoM vet ge^ or is dtawB oof by tiw 
im{«tJi<MAy of tb# x^mnttcmdiii^ eanrettt*. It diAra 
firwn BMny o^r wfatrlpodis, iti fo$uammg ntm» m6 
tlMii ahsorbiBg powenr whicb ia generally Mt at 
tlMsir oMtres* 

. A fern yean age, a Bfifisli Mldiec, stalicmed at 
Qt^eanctown^ went to see the WbirlpooL: Scveiss^ 
o£ bk regiineiital; comrades^ abd a few cAbet parw 
sans, aeoonipa^eML biak an tba eoumeskm^. I0 tba 
aOdrse (^ eoavermtion on the 8ab|ect,. ona of tlva 
Gattadtanft expresied bw ooiwietioa df tba inEqpaasi« 
Vility of any maia,^d sailing aeroMi tba basin itfitlkrai 
being driven aloi^ by the ^ysKidti of f be 1are»eBdona 
vwtex^ The aoldiar beard tibe ramaaLi and Hemnact 
rather laapticaL^ — |Mrobab^ mpposk^ tbi^ ii WBsk 
spoken fM the purpose of iftipoaing on Im EngJiA 
Qred]:dity «l^ an endeavaaiff to mahe the fSmwBiVMmM 
appear more naiaiM^UoiiSto Whon^be bad &t soma 
tuna atteotively surveyed tbe river,, be offered to 
vagjer a eertaw sum^ that be wiould sail iei^al9 tba. 
bam on a bare pine«pbuilu Hk bei ^aa immedi^ 
ately taken, and* a plank prepwed for hia e»ibark«' 
Qition*. Like a true sen: of Neptune> disdi^niiig ail 
apprehensions^ he proeeaded dowh the banka >aitb 
tba plaaik on bis sbDidd^^ asd a paddle in. hk 
band i andy on apptroechong the edge of ,tbe wuter^ 
eidbarked \inth a hearty cheer from bisi cempaBi0ns.1i 
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III ikt( t^ioklin^ of att eyef, bo wm hurHed into 
tho middle of the raging basin, beitig compelled by 
the tintontroUable foree of the current to abandon 
tke channel and take the rapid circuit of the vast 
pond* He used the most strenuous exertions to 
regain the couriKe 6f the river ^ but without being 
aUe to effect his pdrpose. At length, convinced 
of th0 utter impossibility of saving himself^ he began 
to 6ty out loudly to his comrades for assistance^ 
Ropes were proQuvted with the utmost dispatch; 
but, before they could be properly arranged fof. 
eUS^Ttitig his rescue^ he hlkl become so coQiipletely 
tdrtiginous aod inerbridtc^d by the wbirliHg motion, 
te scarcely to be libk to preserve his equilibrium oq 
his frail seat, which, though of gr^4tt length, was 
twisted round as rapidly as the radii or spokes of 
a lar]^ watar-wheeL Five minutes' longer delay 
cm the part of hisrfriemds, would have cost him his 
£fe ; and bis name would then Iritve been immor- 
taliped, as tlntt of a daring bift unfortunate indi-t 
vidUAl, w&o waslitereUy entitted, in its most select 
tpgnifieatioii, to tiie epitiiet bf ^^ an expert circunoK 
nav^gaftor^^ Her was, iMiwever,^ speedily extricated 
from his^v^e^ dai^erenBa situaticit; imd hiMi|dven-» 
fore serveK now as a faeaoon te^ war^ othera from 
efiga^ng in sncdc a haosarddus entdrprize. 

The Fallt of WM; Fkmborough, in the Dii!H;rici 
of Gore, tbcmgh tittle known, rank among th^ 
gienieM cufiodties ed Uppc^ Canada. They are 
Sltoat^din a retired and unfrequented jpart of the 
eottntry^ itttbe midat of precipitous hills covered 
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with their native forests. But since the Canadians , 
seldom talk of the curiosities of their country, nor 
even appear to derive the least satisfaction from: 
hearing strangers speak of them as grahd^ roman- 
tic, and picturesque, it is probahle that few, if any, 
preceding writers, ever heard of thesQ Falls. My 
attention was first directed to them by Colonel 
Simons, of the Oore Militia. They aire situe^ed, 
within half a mile of each other, on two small 
rivers that unit« a little below the lower Fall, and,? 
after passing through the village of Coote^s Pq-ra- . 
disc, disembogue themselves into Burlington Bay^ 
These Falls have not yet been distinguished, by: 
any more particular appellation, than thoise pf the 
Oreat and Little Fall. 

The Great or principal Fall is over a ^up^rin- 
<5umbejnt rock, between whose brow, and the bed 
of the river which it <)ver8rhadows, is a disti^nce of, 
more than 130 feet. The bottom of th6 strea)tt 
that receives the falling waters, is composed of .a 
Jedge of broken rocks, whose unequal pomts^isplit- 
ting as it were the tremendous sheets on their 
descent, produce an immense mass of foam and, Jt 
sort of boiling agitation, which «mits, at iritiervab 
of two or three seconds, immense columns of dense 
vapour. Below the Fall, the river run? in: a ser- 
pentine course, through one jof the wildest an4 
most gloomy vallies that I ever beheld. . , , , > 

The situation of the Little Fall is still more 
romantic than the other. Until you arrive within 
two or three yards of this cataract, it is impos»yi)le 
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to obtain even the most indistinct view of It. Lbud 
and appalling sounds strike the ear, splendid rain- 
bows attract the eye ; but you look around in vain 
for the concealed cause, and cannot discover the 
place from which they proceed. You inust, iu 
fact, attain the very brink of the precipice, before 
you can perceive a single gleam of the descending 
torrents : And even that is difficult ; for thepa«s« 
age to its edge is rendered almost impervious both 
to force and sight, by the abundance of underwood, 
and the number of prodigious trees whose over- 
hanging boughs are partially immersed in the rolling 
current, and betray their impotence in attempting 
to resist its impetuous fury. 

Before its arrival at the Falls, the brook, or small 
Tiver, flows gently along a narrow channel worn 
in the extended Bummit of a rocky hill, which is 
elevated 200 feet above the subjacent country. In 
<50nsequence. of this peculiarity, the hill, when 
viewed at a certain distance below the Falls, pre- 
sents the appearance of having been split asunder, 
and completely separated from the surrounding 
parts of the landscape, by some violent convulsion 
of nature. The opening, or valley, exhibits an 
exceedingly terrific aspect. Immense trees, torn 
up by the roots, and huge fragments of rocks which 
appear to have wandered by some means from 
their original destination, lie in mingled confusion 
on its sides, as if reserved to hurl destruction on 
«6me future navigator of the interfluent stream 
i)eIow. This Fall, though formed by a less col-. 
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ledian of waters than ihb OFther^ detcends from m 
more lofty eUvation: Far there k a dirtanee of 
160 feet between the t dgd of the reek over whieb 
the water pcnita^ and the bed of the river below* 
In Winter, these. Faila appeaj:" still grander and 
Biore imposing, thatt in Sammer* The tpray^ in 
its upward fiight^ becomes frozea into icicles^ whiob 
iBre w clear and transparent as erystal ; and the 
mrroimding' tree^, gorgeously apparelled m wbit^^ 
bend under the weight of their hoary k>eks and 
^ pendent' concretions, which reach from tJieir sam* 
m^ to the surface of the water, and are oecasion**' 
§lly waved to and fro by the contending ctmreirta 
of air, to the instant destruction of many ^ tbei# 
leanehes^ that snap, like brittle glass, when in thi^ 
stale of coi^elation« 

' Within, half a mile of these Falb^ and tttoated 
in^a valley between Flambro% Wes^. and AxMoABt^ 
there is a mineral spring, tile wtttere of which ave 
so strongly impregnated with & sdation of brim^ 
stone, that the woods, for a considerable distanoa 
around, are^ scented with its odour. Cattle of ^ 
kinds^ are so fcmd of tins water, that they instinct* 
ively come, from places several mites remote, few 
the purpose of drinking it. 

In the vicmity of Iiong l^nt, there b another 
spring ^ a similar description. The water is 
sivonger; and the stonea which rarround it, are 
Incrueied with pure sulphur. , 
' At a short distance from the Falb of Niagara, is 
a^ stilt moi^ Qurious SfNring. It emits sulphuraied 
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etorckr i^ wi(l kist&ntly ignitov It isr ykiited 1^^ 

i]fft«»mal^ fr#|)ertieji ; but I tov^ not kenrd^ tliat 
ati?f aHemf^ lur^ b^m^ bm^ to MeAyM it, by 
gtfitle«tte& t»d«isesii«A ef iliid raqabite oheimcatt' 
8ittMraieiit«« T\$e wstein ar», l^o^vever^ nid Uf 
b^ V0r^ ^fficac^Mi^ in ttie duir^ <yf ^itaAeoii9 dis^ 

ib iM<f« r#^|t^kdM# tipHvi^ iliaii mny of those 
wkidi I hnv^ n&9if e^mers^, l^fts been cKworered 
itt the middle ^ tlie River Thetme^ net fttr frofir 
I^lawate*^ fVo» thkr enmus spfmg, or rrtber 
&€nn tlie suirlftee of the river ioimediatefy' over it^ 
mvettH ^ctarU of mmeral ott may daAy be ooHeeted. 
ttlkm a very di«ftgreeable snieU, and a great mmi^ 
hi^y in^ colour to British OiI». It m eon5iidered^ by 
lAyam who ha^^ve tried it^ to he an efiTeef ual remedy 
for tie rftecHnatkoK It is applied both internally^ 
md eidSemally; imd^ fhoagh often adminisrterecl 
i^ty ftteantkmilty and imnioderately, hM never 
beenkfiown to prodnee any injurious consequence^;. 
^ SiEkSne springs, abound in al'most every part of 
iflie Upper Province; but enly a very few have 
hitherto been devoted to the manufiictnre of wH. 
The Canadians preler purchamng this necessary 
fifrtic^ from the Amei4eatis, to manttfEtcturing it 
for Ibettiselves. ^* Want of capital^ isr said to be 
ttie eanse of this relncfauiee on the part of the 
Canadi^is; hot livery mach doubt it, althoirgh I 
ito'Well aware that in commencing a manufactory* 
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of salt oni an extensive s6ale, which alotie could' 
could make it of public utility as well as an ade « 
quate source of private emolument^ a considerable, 
capital would be required. The few persons, how-; 
ever, who are possessed of a sum sufficient for such 
an undertaking, invariably employ it in other lines 
of commerce, which are likely to yield them a 
greater and more immediate, though not a more 
certain profit. Individuals in most countries,; 
acting as if they were not members of a collective 
body, consult only their own interests without regard 
to that of the community. But Canada has beeni 
more unfortunate in this respect than its neighbours; 
for it has not yet given birth to a body of pubKc- 
spirited persons. The Provincial Government of, 
Upper Canada, apparently unconcerned about the 
colonists on every point, excepting that of their 
settlement and the clearance of their lots, deign^^ 
not to lend its aid or to shed the light of its coun-. 
tenance on any plans that have for their object the; 
benefit and future exaltation of the province as a 
British dependency. If the Lieutenant Govemour 
and Council receive fifty dollars, from every un- 
fortunate emigrant who comes to obtain 100 nacres 
latid, — which he was taught to believe his Majesty 
would be graciously pleased to grant him,—- they 
will sleep as soundly, and eat with qm good an 
appptite, as if the Province under their adminis- 
tration, instead of falling into a state of absolute 
insolvency, were about to rival the parent Count^y> 
in arts, agriculture and manufactures. While the 
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inhabitants of the United Stat^s^ alive a» well to 
thek ow.n private interests as to those of the repubr 
lie of which they form a constituent portion^ are 
exerting every nerve for the internal improvement 
of theUnion>and employing all means in their power 
to render themselves^ as far as they practically can^ 
independent of oiher nations^— the people of Upper 
X^anada, with a country much more favoured by 
nature^ totally disregard every measure which 
might have a tendency to render it an equally 
desirable asylum as well for, the Unfortunate as for 
the.enterprizing. 

During the late war between Great Britain and 
the United States^ salt sold in Canada for no less a 
sum than fifty dollars per barrel, or fifteen shillings 
pier stone ; and should another war take place, the 
Canadians in all probability would be compelled 
to purchase it at a moi^ extravagant price r For 
the population of the two provinces is now nearly 
double what it then was; and the quantity of 
salt at this day manufactured, is little more than 
it was in 1811.' , 

From the line of conduct pursued by the House 
of Assembly of Upper Canada, in some instances, 
it would appear, that they are not only resolved 
to promote no measure for the good of the colony, 
but also to counteract any exertions which may be 
made by private individuals for the advancement , 
of its interests. Mr. Merrit of the Twelve- Mile>- 
Creek near Niagara, some years ago discovered a 
saltrspring on his estate,, and although possessed 
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otily of a nms^ ea;4lial, lie estaUi^ied morkn wpon « 
eorrMpoiuiiiig scale. In a short tini# he f^Mmd 
tumself able to make abcmtfifty stcmes of aatt jt^er 
dimn ; but, being oon£dent that his 9pring9 would 
mflbrd a suffieient sappl^ of water to make a niaeh 
greater quantity, he applied to the I^gislatare for 
tasstance. At that thne, Ameriean-maiii2&ctared 
sidt paid a duty of ft 7e shillings per bushel; bi^iil 
m shcMt time afterwards, for the special mic^era^^ 
mmt of Mr. Merrit and all other enterprkdng metis 
'the Legislature in its wisdom reduced the duty on 
imported salt to three shillings and nine pence 1 ^ 
In the last Session of the Provincial I^rlia- 
anent, m bill was introduced by one of the mem^ 
ii9rs» <Mr. Wilson of Wentworth,) the object of 
whiafe^'wcis to encourage the manufacture of salt ia 
Upper Canada. Previous to the introduction of 
thk Bin, the sente of the House was taken respect- 
ing the expediency o( encouraging this manu^ 
&cture ; and, if I mistake not, it was unanimousdy 
vesolved, that tnich encouri^ement ought to be 
extended. Yet, — strange inconsistency I — the very 
same gentlemen who, a few hours before, had so rea- 
dily agreed to the necessity of doing this, refused^ 
^hen the formal proposition came before them, to 
•yote the sum of iElOOOfor the promotion of an 
object so desirable! It was proposed by the 
•mover of the Bill, that, in the event of their 
^^ing the sum already specified, a clause should be 
inserted in it to provide for the money being loaned, 
iti&oui iniere^, in sums not exceeding £150, t6 
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saeh persons as^ on making application^ could pro- 
duce satisfactory evidence, that Uiey were in the 
possession of a salt-spring sufficiently extensive to 
supply a Manufactory* Adequate security would 
also be required for the repayment of the loan 
within five years. It was further argued, that 
even this snail sum would enable an active and 
industrious man to commence a manufactory of 
tills nature, with reasonable prospects of success; 
nnce every necessary article, excepting boilers^ 
eould be procured without cash, and the sum of 
£160 would furnish a sufficient number of these 
utensils for a moderate concern, I was at the bar 
of the House, at the time wlmi this question was 
debated ; and was much surprised to hear abmut 
every one of the Government-members oppose th# 
Bill, with all the eloquence which they severally 
possessed. It has been computed, that the peo|^ 
of Canada annually pay to the I^publiean Amerip 
earn upwards of 100,000 dollars in specie for salt 
alone, --every shilling of which might be kept in 
the Province ; where it is jmore needfii}, I believe^ 
than in any other part of the World. 

Salt is at present manufactared, on a small soale^ 
at the twelve, fifteen, and thirty Mile Oreeks 
near Niagam: at Salt Fleet, and Barton; at the 
Head of Lake Ontario, and at the Bay of Quinte 
in the Midland District. But th^ quantity made 
at all those places is so trifling, that, were the 
\Americans to lay an embargo upon this article, it 
would rise 500 per cent., in value, within a single 
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month. The usual method of obtaining a suffi* 
cient supply ' of water impregnated witt saline 
matter, is, by.boring for it in the immediate vici^ 
nity of a salt-spring* Some people are compelled 
to bore down two or three hundred feet, before 
they can obtain an adequate supply ; but though 
they are generally obliged to perforate a solid rock, 
the expence of boring is not so great as may be 
imagined. With a drill or auger of about six 
Inched in diameter, three men will bore, through a 
lime-stone rock, a depth of upwards of five feet in^ 
a day. 

GrYPsuM, or Sulphate of Limey is found in seve-r 
ral parts of the Upper Province, particularly in 
the Grand River Ouse. Although it does not add 
much to the improvement of those soils upon whicb 
it is spread as manure, being of a very evanescent 
nature, — yet it gives additional luxuriance and 
weight to a single crop of grain, sown after it has 
been applied. Thfe only soils, however, to which 
it is found to be in the least serviceable, are those 
of a light and sandy description. A very smalt 
quantity is deemed sufBcient for an acre, when pro- 
perly distributed. If intended as manure for a 
maize-crop, about a wine-glass full of it, finely 
ground, is thrown in with the seed ; and if used on 
land that is to be appropriated to a wheat-crop, it 
is sown with the grain in broad casty four or five 
bushels being considered quite sufficient for an acre*. 

Beds of Marl, Pipe-clay, and Spanish White ^^ 
have also been discovered. . . . / 
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^LACK-LEAD and Yellow-ochre are found on 
the shores of the Gananoqui Lake, and in sodae 
other parts of the Upper Province. ; 

Iron Orb is exceedingly plentiful in various 
Districts:. It is of the kind called "Shot-ore.'' 
In Upper Canada, however, there are only two 
iron or Metal Foundries, — one in the neighbour- 
hood of Long Point, on the shores of Lake Erie, 
— and the other in the township of Marmora, Mid- 
land District. The former, which is now in extent 
sive operation, has been established by a small com- 
pany of Americans from the State of New York ; 
the latter belongs to Mr. Charles Hayes, of the 
house of W. and R. Hayes, in Bridge-street, Dub- 
lin. How far these enterprising gentlemen may 
succeed in * money-making, remains yet to be 
proved ! If the difficulty of procuring labour were 
not so great, and the price of it not so high, I should 
entertain no doubt of their ultimate success. But 
in a country, where the commonest labourer will 
not Work at a manufactory of this nature for less 
than £40 per annum, beside his board and lodg- 
ing; the prospect of emolument to the adventurer 
is very dubious. One thing, however, is certain ; 
if any kind of manufactory succeeds in Canada, 
it must be this. Potash-kettles, stoves, sugar- 
boilers, and, in fact, every article of wrought or 
cast iron, are in great request. The only question 
that remains to be answered, is, ^^ Cannot the mer- 
^^ chants who import these articles from Europe, 

Vol. I. Z 
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^^ afford them at f» low a rate as those who maidin- 
^ facture them in Canada V^ To throw some light 
upon this suSject^ I shall jost mention the prices 
of such articles at Niagara, which is nearly 200 
miles higher up the country than Mr. Hayes's 
Foundry : Oast metal of every description sells by 
retail at four pence per pound :^-English bar iron, 
at twenty shillings per hundred weight : — And 
steel, at six pence per pound. 
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LETTER XX. 

CLIMATE OF THE CANADAS — EFFECTS OF FBOST ON THE HUMAV 
BODY--4HETEOROLOOICAL TABLES — DI^EASES-^AURORA BOREALtS^ 
AND OTHER ATMOSPHERICAL PHENOMENA. 

\ 

As ihe great difference between the climate of the 
Canadas^ and that of those countries which Ije 
Under a similar latitude in Europe, 1ms affo^dpd 
matter for much philosophical speoula^tion to many 
ingenious persons, I shall not attempt to ^p^ou^it 
for the phenomenon ; for, after all that has been 
written on the subject, the cause of this difference 
seems to have eluded the mpst ^ilig^nt piid pro- 
found researches. Many writers attribute tfee sever 
wty of the Winter climate to the astonishing pr^ 
valence of North West winds, aijid to tbf3 amazinjj 
extent of the lakes which cover so great ^. portiop 
of the Upper Provinee,^ .That the severity of the 
weather in Winter cannot with any propriety bp 
attributejl to the influence of the lakes^,^ will appecu* 
evident to every man who reflects, that the shores 
of these great inland seas enjoy a much milder 
climate than any other part of the country on the 
same parallels of latitude, however remotely situ- 
^«ted from them. Peach-trees thrive well, and 
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bring their fruit to great perfection along the North 
Western extremity of Lake Ontario, in lat. 43 deg. 
30 min., and along the Northern side of Lake Erie ; 
and yet, at the short distance of thirty-five miles 
from the latter place, and in lat. 42 deg. 20 min., this 
fruit cannot be cultivated without the aid of green- 
houses. I have frequently seen the snow three 
feet in depth, a degree South of the Northern shorej^ 
of Lake Ontario ; while, at the same time^ it did 
not exceed six inches in the immediate vicinity of 
4;hat Lake. 

All the arguments which have been hitherto 
brought forward in support of the various theories 
invented to account for the peculiar severity of the 
North American climate, in comparison with that 
of European countries^ under corresponding lati- 
tudes, appear so contradictory to each other, and 
so liable to refutation, or at least to objection, that 
I shall content myself with a simple narrative of 
facts, from which you may deduce at your leisure 
^hatev^r conclusions appear, to your more comr 
prehensive mind, consistent at once with reason 
9nd philosophy. 

One remark, however, may be admitted ^^ before 
this subject is entirely dismissed. No man of re- 
jection can entertain any doubt, that the weather 
in all this elevated region will be materially altered, 
when the country is better cleared ; and that this 
amelioration pf climate will proceed ^adually, 
j^lmost in the exact ratio of the progress made by 
the arts of civilization. Nearly nineteen- twentieths- 
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of the lauds in Upper Canada are luxuriant forestf^ 
and in an uncleared condition ; and those alone who 
have had an opportunity of observing with atten* 
tion the salutary change produced on the remaining 
twentieth part, after it has had some culture bestowed 
upon it, are capable of forming an adequate judgment 
about the grand effects which may confidently 
be expected as soon as the whole shall be cleared. 
I will not now particularly allude to the alteration 
jper^ptible on all large clearances that are under 
skilful management, — such as the diminution of 
vermin and of poisonous insects,— the disappearance 
of large marshes, — the superior bulk attained by 
all vegetable procluctions, wherever the sun is al- 
lowed the unrestricted exercise of his vivifying 
influence,— and the visible increase of comfort 
experienced by the settler, his family, and ^Hhe 
cattle that is..within his gate," during the depth of 
Winter, and the extreme heats of Summer, in all 
situations in which the forests are compelled by the 
efforts of human industry to retreat from the im- 
proving settlement. These immediate good effects 
of culture, as well as many others which might be 
particularized, are very apparent in all the cleared 
parts of Lower Canada. But they may be seem in 
greater perfection, though on a smaller scale, in the 
aewly-formed settlements of the Upper Province,, 
which is a higher and more Southerly region. 
That this anticipated ameliqration of climate 
is not merely hypothetical, may be proved 
from the single circumstance of the complete 
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4esiccatiOii of many ^^ creeks'* or rivulets, which 
.formerly poured their rippling streams into 
some contiguous lake or river, but which have 
entirely disappeared since the trees in their vicinity/ 
have been felled. Of streams thus dried up, when 
their chief sources were cut bflf, I have known 
several instances in the clearing of that extensive 
tracf called the *' Talbot Settlement ;'' and such 
instances are familiar to all peirsons who are mi- 
nutely aoqiiiainted with American agriculture, and 
who haVe examined some of its jtnultifarious results 
in differen:t situations. Natural philoso|)hers inform 
us of the vast powers which trees on the Old Con- 
tineiii possess, in contributing to the moisture of 
th;e surrounding country : But how much greater . 
must these effects be in America where the wonderful 
process of distillation and irrigation is in constant 
exercise, by means of millions of large trees, whose 
tops tower to a height of two hundred feet abova 
the surface of the earth ;— and this too in a region, 
like Upper Canada, which increases in elevation 
the farther it rfecedes from the level of the t)cean ! 
These stately living columns of wood must be 
powerful conductors of atmospheric moisture ; and 
when their trunks are cut down, the supply of much 
humidity is at once destroyed. I leave others to 
l^^e the consequences of similar remarkable: 
changes, intrbduded by the arts of civilization. 

In Lowi^r Canada, the winter sets in about the 
2Qth of O<ytober ; at which time the snow beginsi 
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to £etU^ and continues on the ground until about 
the 16th of April following^ which two months^ ad 
I have stated in page 254^ are the most unpleasant 
for travellers* During this period^ the cold id 
intense^ the general Mjage of the thermometer 
being from 10 above^ to 30 degrees below Zero« 
In the Uj)per Province^ particularly in the Wes- 
tern parts^ the winter seldom sets in till the middle 
of December^ and the^ snow usually disappears 
about the latter end of March. The difference in 
climate between the two Provinces is, however, 
much greater in the duration than in the degre^ of 
heat o1* cold. Inv Upper Canada, the summers are 
longer and equally as hot as those of the Sister 
Province; but the winters, though shorter, are 
nearly as severe in proportion to their continuance. 
The cold of winter, however severe, produce^ 

. no unfavourable effects on the human constitution, 
except such as maybe avoided by a little care; 
but ^variety of diseases are often Engendered in 
the Upper Province by the oppressive heat of Sum- 
mer, which annually lay a great portion of the 
inhabitants prostrate on the bed of sickness for 
many months. Notwithstanding thl3, I do not 
think the climate is^a very unfavourable one. Dis- 

. eases of a contagious and dangerous description, 
are little known in the country ; and, I believe, 
few persotis object to either Province on account 
of its climate. It cannot be.denied, that -many 

: fatal consequences result from the sharp frosts ; 

^but I really think, that nine out 6f ten of those 
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. persons who are dangerously frozen, have only to 
impute their misfortune to their own imprudence or 
inattention. If a man becomes so much intoxr 
icated at a tavern, as on his return home to be 
compelled to lie down and fall asleep by the way, 
he cannot, with any propriety, attribute the loss 
of his legs or arms to the severity of the climate. 
It is true, that individuals are frequently frozen 
while soberly pursuing their la'^fiil avocations; but 
I have seldom seen people of this description mate- 
rially injured. 

There is, hbwever, a young man now sitting by 
me^ who, during the late winter, suffered most 
acutely from the intensity of the frost. Having 
heen commissioned by the sub-sheriff of the Home 
district to summon some persons resident in the 
new townships North of York, he proceeded on foot 
to accbmplish his mission. Being an English emi- 
grant and ho-ving resided only a short time in Ca- 
nada, he was not well acquainted with the woods, 
and missed his way in the early part of the after- 
noon of the day upon which he commenced the 
journey. He wandered about the forest until the 
approach of night, without being able to regain ' 
the path ; and finding his feet excessively cold, he 
sat down upon a log, took off his shoes and stock- 
ings, and by rubbing his feet with snow, soon re- 
stored the blood to its accustomed circulation. As 
the shoes and stockings were wet when he took 
them off, they became so completely frozen that 
he could not put them on again. Knowing it to 
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be impossible for him to walk without some cover- 
ing for his limbs, Ic^e perceived his only alternative 
was to take off hi? vest, and by tearing it in pieces 
to convert it into wrappers for liis feet* This ooii- 
trivance answeired v6ry well for an hour or two, 
after which th^ cloth wore away so fast, that he. 
was reduced to the dreadful necessity of traversing 
the snow-mantled wilderness with feet uncovered* 
It is scarcely necessary to say, that, when unpro- 
tected by coveripg of any sort, they became almost 
instautaneously frozen^ After having wandered 
about the woods all night, he met a man in the, 
morning who took him to a settlement, and who 
unfortunately recommended him to put his feet into 
, warm water, in ordpr to expel the frost. He tried 
this expedieiit, th^ most dreadful and mistakeii one 
to whi^ he could have possibly resorted* It pro- 
duced such excruciating pain/, that he soon fell into 
a swoon, from which he did not perfectly recover 
for eight and forty hours; at the expiration of that 
time, a mortification had taken place, which term^i- 
nated in the lol»:of both his feet.^ 

To shew the real difference of climate in the two 
Provinces, I append to these remarks the following 
Comparative View, being the substance of two 
Meteorological Journals for twelve months ; the 
one kept in Upper Canada, lat. 42 deg., and the 
other in Lower Canada, lat. 46 deg. 

f When any part of the body is attacked with frosty cold spring 
water or snow is the only remedy which can be applied^ with any 
prospect of success. 

Vol. I. Z * 
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<!OMPAHATIVE VIEW OF THE 





UPPER CANADA. 




1820. 


JANUARY. 


FEBRUARY. 


< 7 1 6 


7 16 


. A.M.P.M.P.M. 


A.M.P.M.I^.M. 


1 10 — 14 clear. 


1 31 35 28 clear. 


i 9 6 — . snow. 


2 31 48 29 do. 


3^4, U 15 clear. 


3 l6 «6 23 cloudy. 


4 14 22 11 do. 


4 23 25 24 snow. 


5. 6 26 12 do. 


5 21 32 26 cloudy. 


6 8 15 16 clbudy- 


6 23 32 29 do. 


7 6 16 18 dear. 


7 28 34 29 snow. 


8 16 28 26 snow. 


S 26 31 28 clear. 


9 28 27 22 sleet 


9 26 35 36 snow and rain. 


30 16 28 15 clear. 


10 32 40 ^ clear. 


11 12 28 22 cloudy. 


11 SO 33 34 rain. i 


12 21 31 24 do. 


12 36 50 — cloudy. 


13 22 23 18 do.' snow 


at night 13 31 40 — clear 


14 8 18 14 clear. 


14 33 38 34 snow and rain. 


15 *»6 10 1 do. 


15 26 34 28 dear. 


16 8 21* 8 snow. 


16 26 31 28 snow. 


17 8 15 8 snow. 


17 28 3$ — cloudy. . 


18 5 18 14 cloudy. 


18 19 38 — dear. 


19 16 26 20 snow. 


19 30 S6 35 rain. 


20 10 ^8 19 cloudy. 


20 38 42 30 doudy. 


2l 16 25 20 snow. 


21 26 38 31 clear. 


22—32 28 clear. 


22 18 26 29 do. 


21 24 11 2 snow. 


23 12 24 18 snow. 


2*°20*'lin6clear. 


^ 26 22 17 cloudy. 


25 ^^7 10 9 do. 


25 12 30 28 dear. 


26 9 22 24 do. 


26 16 42 33 doudy- i 


27 32 40 29 snow. 


27 8 21 — clear. 


28 26 34 29 cloudy. 


28 28 32 33 rain. 


29 10 35 33 dear, rain p.m. 29 24 40 36 do. - j 


SO 35 48 33 cloudy. 


•». m^m ••-. — 


21 43 48 45 do. 


— --. -— — • 


• 


^ Below Zero. 
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LOWER CANADA. 
1880. 



JANUARY* 

7 1 6 
A.M. P.M. P.M. 

1 12 19 13 snow. 
S 10 17 16 clear. 
sni 5nJ2do. 

4 °9 ''I **8do. 

5 *« •— 1 do. 

6 7 IS 6 do. 

7 5 14 gdo. 

8 15 23 44 do. 

9 20 22 «7 do. 
10 13 19 15 do. 
119 118 cloudy. 

12 8 10 12 clear. 

13 12 16 13 do. 

14 7 10 5 do. 

15 no *»2°11 do. 

16 2 7 3 cloudy. 

17 10 12 9 snow. 

18 3 7 2 clear. 

19 10 21 15 do. 

20 9 16 13 cloudy. 

21 13 24 21 snow. 

22 7 10 3 clear. 

23 n6 «5n7do. 
24*22^6*23 do. 
2i»«15 •e^^lOdo. 

26 3 18 27 do. 

27 29 33 29 cloudy. 

28 26 31 22 snow. 

29 7 14 28 dear. 
80 14 31 29 do. 
31 27 32 26 do. 

! Below Zero. 



FEBRUARY^ 

7 16 

A.M.P.M. P.M. 

1 ^3 36 32 clear. 

2 29 40 29 do. 

3 25 33 14 do. 

4 18 21 17 cloudy. 

5 10 15 9 snow. 

6 25 32 28 clear. 

7 14 17 13 do. 

8 13 19 11 do. 

9 10 21 19 do. 

10 13 17 14 do. 

11 26 33 25 snow. 

12 23 27 21 clear. 

13 27 30 16 do. 

14 16 19 15 do. 

15 11 21 8 cloudy. 

16 '5 7 3 clear. 

17 *4 03 ^do. 
18^0 *»in3do. 
19*«ini*>23do. 
20«27*«0<«9do. 
21^18 2 11 cloudy. 

22 n 7 6 snow. 

23 10 8 clear. 
• 24 9 16 8 do. 

25 11 21 13 do. 

26 14 25 20 do. 

27 7 10 5 do. 

28 <>a 4 <7 cloudy. 

29 *^8 n 05 do. 
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UPPER CANADA. 
1820. 

MABXiH. APRIL, 

7 16 7 16 

A.M. P.M. P.M. A.M. P.M. P.M. 

1 36 48 14 rain at night. 1 40 50 40 clean 

8 24 40 SS clear. 2 48 56 53 do. 

8 31 34 —do. 3 53 57 50 do. 

4 22 30 26 da 4 60 63 51 do. 

5 8 18 12 do. 5 48 65 50 do. 

6 5 22 18 do. 6 59 65 58 rain. 

7 10 28 24 do. 7 63 69 62 clear. 

8 10 36 31 do. 8 64 69 65 do. 

9 26 42 34 do. 9 67 68 66 do. 

10 21 44 34 do. rwn at night. 10 40 44 40 cloudy. 

11 30 46 clear. 11 45 60 50 do. 

12 30 45 40 do. 12 60 6*5 67 dear. 

13 33 52 42 rain. IS 66 69 62 do. 

14 20 33 33 clear, sleet at night.14 70 73 67 do. 

15 35 48 36 snow and thunder. 15 68 70 71 do. 

16 18 18 26 cloudy. I6 69 72 63 do. 

17 8 4 14 clear, 17 59 66 60 rain. 

18 4 14 5 do. 18 60 73 66 clear. 

19 2 26 20 do. 19 66 71 60 do. 

20 21 28 32 snow and deet 20 58 73 6I do. 

21 22 34 28 clear. 21 56 70 6^ do. 

22 32 45 33 snow. 22 71 76 70 do. 

23 28 42 33 clear. ^3 69 15 71 ram at night. 

24 36 47 37 rain. 1?^ 66 70 65 cloudy. 

25 39 39 24 clear. 25 67 73 63 clear. 

26 12 26 20 cloudy. 26 40 45 44 cloudy. 

27 8 26 16 clear. 27 57 70 63 clear. 

28 14 30 28 do. 28 71 78 76 do. 

29 11 41 34 do. 29 72 79 70 do. 

30 33 42 37 snow. SO 75 33 72 do. 

31 39 47 —^ clear. . — ^«^ 
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LOWER CANADA. 

isieo. 



MARCH. 


APRIL. 


716 


7 16 


A.M. P.M. P.M. 


A.M. P.M. P.M. 


1 20 S6 21 9B0W. 


1 88 41 16 snow. 


2 16 17 IS clear. 


2 25 89 27 clear. 


8 ">$ 6 *>2 do. 


3 81 29 21 do. 


4 «5 01 10 do. 


4 14 16 18 da 


5^5 ^ ^Sdo. 


5 27 41 29 da 


6 11 21 14 snow. 


6 88 46 18 da 


7 16 18 15 clear. 


7 21 82 17 da 


8 7 21 28 do. 


8 10 16 9ckHidy. 


9 21 30 86 do. 


9 26 41 25 dear. 


10 28 47 88 cloudy. 


10 88 46 29 da 


11 18 17 16 clear. 


11 40 50 4ada 


12 10 15 8 do. 


12 48 52 41 da 


IS ^5 6 '>4do. 


IS 48 57 50 da 


14 ^ •S ^ do. 


14 49 56 58 da 


15 1 5 7do. 


15 48 59 61 da 


16 10 17 18 cloudy. 


16 68 57 50 da 


17 9 18 5 clear. 


17 60 68 51 <U. 


18 14 17 20 do. 


18 48 65 51 da , 


19 8 21 18 do. 


19 60 66 59 do. 


20 5 10 4 do. 


20 68 69 62 da 


21 16 21 27 do. 


21 64 69 65 da 


22 84 45 84 snow and aleet. 


22 67 68 66 da 


28 26 29 21 cleasr. 


28 40 45 41 cloudy. 


24 82 41 28 do. 


24 59 68 58 rajn. 


25 16 28 14 da 


25 60 65 67 clear. 


26 18 20 11 do. 


26 66 69 61 da 


27 5 10 7 cloudy. 


27 70 78 64 da 


28nsnon7cle«r. 


28 68 70 65 da 


29 ^6 ns 20 do. 


29 78 81 72 da 


soni 05 no da 


80 69 77 6S da_. 


sins OS 7 da 


-. ^ 


« Below Zera 
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UPPER CANADA. 
1820. 



MAY. 


JUNE. 




7 16* 


7 16 ^ 




A.M. P.M. P.M. 


A.M. P.M. P.M. 




1 63 70 65 clear. 


1 76 88 70 dean 


/ 


2 49 69 56 cloudy. 


2 80 89 73 do. 




8 55 73 61 clear. 


3 77 85 71 do. 




4 48 69 65 rain at night 


4 69 73 81 do. 




5 56 70 62 do. 


5 76 — 75 do. 




6 69 73 68 do. 


6 73 84 —do. 




7 67 73 63 do. 


7 69 80 72 do. 




8 40 47 49 cloudy. 


8 84 88 73 do. 


» 


9 60 71 62 clear. 


9 79 83 76 do. \ 




10 53 77 70 do. 


10 76 88 81 da 




11 70 75 64 do. 


11 76 83 69 do. 




12 71 75 6B do. 


12 80 88 77 do. 


1 


13 79 34» 76 do. 


13 87 95 83 do. 




14 83 89 80 do. 


14 80 89 86 r^'at night 




15 85 87 80 do. 


15 69 80 71 clear. 




16 — 90 -- do. 


16 65 72 62 do. 




17 77 89 80 rain at night 


17 89 9S 71 do. 




18 76 82 70 dear. 


18 82 90 81 do. 




19 67 76 70 do. 


19 78 89 82 do. 




20 59 67 63 do. 


20 83 87 85 da. 




21 49 57 55 do. 


21 88 97 73 da. 




22 57 67 65 do. 


22 77 88 76 do. 




23 70 73 64 do. 


23 — 70 — do. 




24 88 92 77 do- 


24 57 88 67 rain. 




25 74 S5 79 do. 


25 80 89 80 do. 




26 67 80 70 do. 


26 75 88 79 do^ 


• 


27 82 90 80 do. 


27 72 87 S6 da 




28 57 68 50 cloudy. 


28 89 93 82 da ^ 




29 49 52 63 do. 


29 75 82 70 da 




30 74 81 70 dear. 


30 70 80 70 da 




31 T3 80 70 do. 


— — »-^ .-^ 
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MAY. 



LOWER CANADA; 
1880; 

JVNB. 



7 1 6 

A.M. P.M. P.M. 

1 60 73 66 clear. 
« 66 71 60 do. 

3 58 73 61 do. 

4 49 69 56 do. 

5 56 70 63 dp. 

6 71 76 70 rain all night. 

7 69 75 71 clear. 
S 66 70 65 do. . 
9 67 73 63 da 

10 40 45 44 cloudy. 
U 30 47 49 do. 
1« 57 70 60 rain. 

13 70 75 63 dear. 

14 71 78 67 do. 

15 79 83 76 do. 

16 81 87 80 rain at night 

17 86 89 80 clear. 

18 77 88 79 do. 

19 76 82 73 do. 

20 50 57 55 cloudy. 

21 66 73 69 clear. 

22 74 81 76 do. 

23 80 87 79 do. 

24 70 80 71 do. 

25 ^7 89 81 do. 

26 88 92 77 do. 

27 70 73 64 cloudy. 

28 57 67 57 dear. 

29 49 57 55 rain. 
SO 59 67 63 clear. 
!31 67 76 70 dp. 



7 16 

A.M. P.M. P.M. 

1 80 89 70 clear. 
« 77 83 69 do. 
S 60 66 6l do. 

4 57 59 55 do. 

5 70 80 77 do, 

6 76 88 81 rain at night 

7 79 83 76 clear. 

8 84 88 73 do. 

9 69 80 72 do. 

10 73 84 — do. 

11 76 — 75 do. 

12 59 63 55 cloudy. 

13 73 88 75 clear. 

14 79 87 78 do. 

15 75 88 79 do. 

16 80 89 80 do. 

17 — 88 76 do. . 

18 57 SB 69 do. 

19 69 77 73,<fe, 

20 81 85 80 do. 

21 78 89 80 do. 

22 82 90 81 dp. 

23 85 89 72 rain at night 
«4 57 63 5S cloudy. 

25 63 71 62 dear. 

26 69 80 73 do. 

27 80 89 S6 do, 
^8 JB7 95 S3 do. 

29 80 88 77 do. 

30 76 83 69 do. 
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COMPARATrrB VIEW OF THK 
in»PER CANADAi 



JULY. 

7 16 

A.M. P.M. P.M. 

1 73 80 71 clear. 

2 78 80 70 do. 

3 69 79 73 do. 

4 80 88 81 do. 

5 «9 90 77 do. 
^ 6 90 98 90 do. 

7 93100 91 do. 

8 95103 96 do. 

9 88 97 87 do. 

10 86 88 87 do. 

11 77 80 70 rain at night. 

12 60 70 60 cloudy. 

13 70 80 70 do. 

14 88 9S 87 clear. 

15 86 91 85 do. 

16 77 79 70 do. 

17 88 90 91 do. 

18 70 73 72 do. 

19 60 65 62 doudf. 

20 75 78 73 dear. 

21 70 78 70 do. 
gS -. 67 .• rain. 

23 85 98 89 dear. 

24 76 87 88 do. 

25 77 88 79 rain. 

26 75 85 76 clear. 

27 70 75 71 do. 

28 88 90 80 do. 

29 99 98 87 do. 

30 9210090 do. 

31 86 95 88 do. 



18M. 

AUQV8T. 

716, 
P.M. P.M. P.M. 

1 66 76 72 clear. 

2 70 75 72 do. 

3 59 80 73 do. sak at night. 

4 68 83 66 rain« 

5 68 71 68 dear. 
€ 67 78 69 do. 

7 66 81 67 do. 

8 68 82 71 do. 

9 74 88 78 do. 

10 75 84 74 rain. 

1 1 74 89 78 dear^ rain at night. 

12 76 91 74 dear. 

13 72 80 74 do. 

14 68 79 70 heavy rain at night 

15 67 78 74 dear. ' 

16 65 80 63 do. ndn all night. 

17 61 77 65 rain. 

18 61 62 69 dear. 

19 61 89 69 do. 

SO 68 78 »-< thowers. 

21 61 83 68 dear. 

22 76 99 97 do. 

23 61 82 68 do. 

24 65 87 75 do. 

25 70 82 73 do. rain at night 

26 70 82 66 do. 

27 64 72 62 do. 

28 55 81 71 do. 

29 67 84 73 do. 

30 67 83 69 do. 

31 67 80 66 rain. 
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LOWER CANADA. 


* 


1820. 


JULY. 


AUGUST. 


7 1 6 


7 16 


A^M.P.M.P.M. 


A.M. P.M. P.M. 


I 69 77 71 clear. 


1 —100 79 dear. 


2 73 81 70 do. 


2 70 83 76 doudy. 


3 67 79 73 do. 


3 70 73 71 do. 


4 76 82 75 do. 


4 58 82 70 rain. 


5 79 86 74 do. 


5 60 77 72 dear. 


6 77 87 78 do. 


6 65 75 70 da 


7 80 89 85 rain at night 


7 69 73 71 da 


8 $2 89 87 clear. 


8 73 80 72 do. 


9 88 93^91 do. 


9 77 93 78 do. 


10 90 99 95 do. 


10 71 87 79 da 


11 95 103 96 do. 


11 74 83 72 da 


12 90 93 86 do. 


12 76 89 75 da 


13 87 89 85 do. 


13 77 dS 15 rain at night. 


14 80 88 81 do. 


14 77 93 79 da 


15 70 73 72 rain. 


15 84 88 78 do. 


16 60 65 62 cloudy. 


16 64 79 62 da 


17 75 78 73 do. 


17 G5 83 70 slight showers. 


18 70 78 — dear. 


18 GS 89 72 clear. 


19 _ 87 — do. 


15 76 90 77 da 


20 77 83 75 do. 


20 79 88 75 da 


21 80 89 S5 do. 


21 61 82 66 da 


22 88 93 87 do. 


22 77 9^ 72 da 


23 90 99 95 do. 


23 61 82 6S showery. ^'^ 


24 92 100 95 do. 


24 70 89 77 da 


25 88 9S 95 do. 


25 73 84 75 da . 


26 70 75'77.rain. 


26 72^86 71 da 


27 73 85 76 clear. 


27 73 89 83 da 


28 77 88 79 do. 


28 84 98 87 da . 


29 76 87 83 do. 


29 70 77 70 rain all night 


SO B$ 93 89 da 


SO 66 73 71 clear. 


31 88100 87"do. 


SI 70 87 72 do. 
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$OMPARATiys yaw OF THIB 



»MPTMMBmtU 



716 
AM P.|f . P.M. 



UPPER CANADA. 
1820. 

OCTOBER. 
A.M. P.M. P.M 



1 66 72 

ft 56 74 
a 60 88 

4 68 91 

5 71 86 

6 •*-* 88 

7 70 88 

8 78 99 

9 76 86 
10 7fl — 
IX 78 89 
IS 63 76 

IS 59 71 

14 64 66 

15 76 71 

16 64 68 

17 64 76 

18 S6 65 

19 52 68 
SO 46 62 

21 40 58 

22 33 60 

23 56 60 

24 45 63 
95 43 52 

26 33 53 

27 43 64 

28 54 62 

29 53 66 
SO 43 72 



62 doudf . 
67 clear. 

76 da 

74 da. 

75 da 
72 do. 
74 do. 

77 slight showers. 

76 clear. 

77 da 
66 rain. 

60 showery. 

61 clear. 
64 cloudy. 
64 clear. 

62 cloudy. 
66 cleay. 

56 showery. 
51 clear. 

48 do. 
50 do. 

57 da 
55 rain, 

58 cloufly. 
48 clea:e. 
48 do. 

54 do. 
50 do. 

55 da 
64 da 



1 — 71 63 dear* 

2 49 69 59 do. 

S 58 69 66 doucly- 

4 62 74 61 do. 

5 51 67 60 rain. 

6 46 51 50 clear. 

7 41 55 46 do. 

8 — 56 57 cloudy* 

9 57 66 '52 rain. 

10 53 52 55 do. 

11 44 51 44 cloudy. 

12 88 54 39 clear. 

13 56 51 51 cloudy. 

14 75 53 47 showery. 

15 47 48 42 clopdy. 

16 31 48 49 dear. 

17 29 46 29 da 
18 42 do. 

19 36 50 44 do. 

20 32 48 41 cloudy. 

21 30 48 40 clear. 

22 — 48 46 do. 

23 37 55 48 rain. 

24 35 46 32 snow and rain. 

25 36 39 31 snow. . 

26 29 40 36 cloudy. 

27 32 40 35 snow. 

28 31 40 32 clear. 

29 31 44 33 da 

30 28 — 49 cloudy. 

31 47 56 48 raininthemonuiqp. 
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CLiMAtS m BOTH PIU)VINCE& JgS 

LOWER CANADA. 
1820- 

8BPTSMBER. ^ OCTOBKR, 

716 716 

A.M. P.M. P.M. N A.M. P.M. PJf. 

1 59 73 5a rain. 1 33 f-» 129 dotldj. 

S 63 77 71 clear. 2 30 50 —do, 

3 65 71 73 do. 3 36 50 44 da 

4 68 77 70 do. 4 32 48 41 da rain at nigbt. 

5 73 80 75 da 5 30 48 40 cloudy. 

6 80 87 82 do. 6- 29 44 33 clear. 

7 70 73 71 da r 37 55 48 do. 

8 .^ 69 — rain. 8 35 46 32 da 

9 77 87 75 clear. 9 S6 $9 31 cloudy. 
10 79 — 77 do. 10 29 40 S& clear. 
117690 — da 11 32 -^35 da 

12 73 79 72 roin. 12 31 40 32 cfou<ty. 

13 60 71 62 clear. 13 28 41 40 rain. 

14 6S 70 65 dow 14 18 32 31 do. 

15 62 70 59 ^o. 15 20 23 21 frost. 

16 S8 69 67 doudy. 16 10 27 15 clear. 

17 57 6S 60 clear. 17 15 29 13 da 

18 50 59 48 da 18 22 40 37 showery. 

19 54 57 49 rain. 19 27 40 S8 dear. 

20 40 49 41 clear. 20 29 40 30 do. 

21 SS 50 32 da • 1^1 27 4p 21 do. 

22 40 50 41 da 22 20 S5 25 sleet. 

23 35 46 37 da 23 21 40 30 doudy. 

24 46 53 54 cloudy* 24 — 35 — do. 

25 37 50 32 da 25 32 40 37 dear. 

26 33 54 30 da 26 33 49 46 da 

27 41 57 50 do. 27 32 31 33 da 

28 44 63 43 rain all nigbt. 28 32 40 29 da 

29' 37 50 45 da 29 10 15 9 snow and ftost 

30 38 52 39 do. 80 31 33 29 clear. 

31 29 48 33 do. 31 17 27 29 do. 
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COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE 



UPPERCANADA. 
1830. 



NOVBMBmR. 

T 1 6 

AM, P.M. P.M. 

1 30 52 49 clear, 

5ft 36 54 40 ram at night. 

3 32 46 48 rain, 

4 40 39 37 snow and rain. 

5 36 41 SS rain. 

6 30 48 — snow. 

7 28 38 38 rain. 

8 42 46 47 da 

9 32 34 24 cloudy. 

10 45 32 24 do. 

11 18 32 31 do. . 

12 20 23 21 snow storm. 

13 10 27 15 clear. 

14 27 43 37 cloudy, 

15 22 42 37 dear. 

16 37 47 38 do. 

17 29 45 34 do. 

18 27 44 42 showery. 

19 32 48 37 clear. 

20 21 43 38 clear. 

21 •—42 32 rain. 

22 30 42 42 clear. 

23 32 27 42 do. 

24 32 49 46do. 

25 45 51 50 rain. 

26 32 31 26 snow. 

27 21 61 21 doudy. 

28 32 S6 34 do. 

29 34 31 25 snow. 
50 36 14 -^dear. 



DECEMBBR. 

7 16 

A.M. P.M. P.M. 

1 10 31 25 dear. * 

2 30 37 — do. 

3 81 — 32 cloudy. 

4 38 39 32 run and sleet. 

5 32 36 32 snow. 

6 28 36 ^ doudy. 

7 36 39 40 rain. 

8 32 38 37 cloudy. 

9 30 32 26 snow. 

10 16 26 18 do. 

11 10 15 11 clear* 

12 12 16 11 do. 

13 12 22 18 snow. 

14 20 29 24 clear. 

15 19 23 19 cloudy. 

16 ^2 14 14 do. 

17 18 31 24 da 

18 27 36 32 da 

• 19 19 34 36 rain. 

20 30 41 SS doudy. 

21 28 32 28 snow. ' 

22 6 13 9 dear. 

23 12 23 — snow. 

24 10 17 9 clear. 
^5 °1 16 ~ da 

26 16 24 10 snow sUnm. 

27 °2 20 19 clear. — 

28 26 30 31 snow. 

29 12 26 — rain and sleet. 
SO 14 19 12 dear.^ 

31 *^ 22 17 da 

• Bdow Zero. 
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CLIMATS IN BOTR PROVtNCSS. 



MX 



LOWER CANADA. 
1820. 



KOVEMBEIL 

7 16 

A.M. P.M. P.M. 

.1 11 $0 25 snow. 
2 27 •— 25 clear. 
S 31 40 33 cloudy, 

4 32 39 32 snow. 

5 50 32 26 do. 

6 16 26 18 do: 
.7 10 15 11 clear. 
.8 12 16 lido. 

9 12 22 18 da 

. lO 20 25 21 snow. 

n 19 20 18 clear. 

12 *»5 013 °2do. 

13 10 27 12 cloudy. 

14 27 36 — do. 

15 — 30 — do. 

16 27 S6 32 do. 

17 19 54 S6 do. ^ 
IB 30 40 30 dear. 
1« 6 12 8 do. 

20 — 23 —snow. 

21 °10 '^l '^5 clear. 

22 — 20 — do. 
iH *7 21 **5 do. 

24 12 26 —cloudy. 

25 n IS —do. 

26 10 21 5 do. 

27 **9 **3 *'5 dear. 

28 **7 **5 13 do. 

29 — 15 12 do. 

30 13 20 10 cloudy. 



DECEMBER. 

7 16 

A.M. P.M. P.M. 

1 7 12 J3 ckar. 

2 « 16 7 do. 

3 *»3 16 13 do. 

4 13 27 11 do. 

5 5 25 13 do. 

6 9 15 l6doudy. 

7 7 13 18 do. 

8 16 28 26 snow. 

9 29 32 21 cloudy. 

10 16 18 15 clear. 

11 *»6 10 1 do. 

12 *8 3 5 do. 

13 7 20 8 da 

14 8 15 8 do, 

15 5 18 13 da 

16 10 23 19 da 

17 16 27 20 snow. 

18 — 11 *^ clear. 
igoiQ 05011 d^^ 

20*21^3^9 da 
21m 10 *»2da 
22 9 IB 24 do. 
'23 32 43 29 do. 

24 26 34 29 cloudy. 

25 10 85 33 clear. 
26. 3 22 25 do. 

27 5 18 14 cloudy. 

28 8 15^ 8 dear. 

29 7 «Sl Sda 
S0?10 7 ^6 da 
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In Upper Canada^ snow seldom falls sooner than 
the latter part of November, and the cold is never 
intense till the middle of December, when the most 
rapid rivers are completely frozen over, and the 
whole face of the* earth is shrouded in a mantle of 
white. This state of the weather generally con- 
tinues through January and February, with an 
occasional short thaw intervening, which for a few 
days gives a new aspect to nature. But the cold 
soon resume? its wonted empire; and these changes 
are often sudden, in the very depth of Winter. 
The snow seldom lies niore than two feet deep ; 
and notwithstanding the severity of ^the frost ,^ 
it remains perfectly soft during the whole sea- 
son. As the roads are exceedingly bad in the Sum- 
mer, the time for travelling in Canada is the 
Winter* On this account, the cold weather is greeted 
by the Canadians as the delightful period when 
they can- proceed without diflSculty to see their 
friends at a distance, when corn and other product; 
can be conveyed to market, when annual sup-^ 
plies from the store-keepers in remote towns can 
be brought home, and when other domestic affairs 
of importance can be arranged* As long as the snow 
lies deep, and the roads are well-beaten,, a Camar 
dian ** sleigh" passes smoothly along them witk 
great facility and swiftness ; and a pair of horses can 
easily perform a journey of 40 or 60 miles with a 
load of a ton wi|igbt> over roads that are almost 
impassable in Sa^mmer* In new ettlements, %h^ 
stumps of trees standing above the snow render 
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travelling more unpleasant than in the old tfettle- 
n^nts), in whick no sach inequalities of sfutface 
occur. 

Sleigh-riding is a favourHe amusement of thfe 
Canadians. They consider it the nk>st agreeabl^> 
method of travelling that can be invented. This 
:absurd supposition driginate^ in the wretched nature 
of their roads, by which travelling in wheel-bar- 
riages is rendered a severe penance, suflS^ient, one 
would think, to expiate, on the principles of the 
Roman Catholic Church, a tolet^ible portion of 
their iniquity. Thd body of a sleigh resembled 
that of a gigi* and the runners are shaped exactly 
like the keel of a akate. On taking an excurdion 
in this vehicle, the Canadians are very warmly 
clothed ; for they wrap themselves up in bear and 
buffalo skins. Pe^ons of both' sexes d^aw coarse 
yam hoiSe ovei* their shoes and stockings, and cover 
their hands with dd^rskin gloves, lined witlr 
wool. They also wear fur-caps and top-coats. 
The back of the sleigh is generally lined with bear 
skins ; and a buffalo hide, retaining its fur, covers 
the travellers from their feet to their waists. Thus 
equipped^ they bid defiance to the most severe 
weather, and often travel ten or fifteen miles' 
without a stoppage f6r refreshment or any other 
purpose. 

' In the early part of April, the mow begins gra- 
dually to disappear: The rdads^ then become 

* See the frontispiece t6 this volume. 

s. 
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impasgQ.ble^ and tr^^yelling of every description is 
etntirely suspended. On the first of April, plough- - 
ing is commenced by the farmers : On the .20th9 
Spring -wheat is sown ; and, about, the end of May, 
com and potatoes are. planted. 

In the early part of June, the weather becomes 
very warm, and agues and intermittent fevers 
begin to pre^yail. The prevalency of these dis- 
orders in Canada, has been attributed to various 
causes. Some think . they are produced by the 
effluvia arising frpm putrid vegetables . and from 
stagnant waters. But this theory, though plau- 
sible, and supported by many powerful argu- 
ments, is nevertheless erroneous, y In Lower Ca- 
nada, the quantity of putrid vegetables is a» 
great, as in the Upper Province, and that of 
moist and marshy lands much greater; and yet, 
i« the forijaer, agues and intermittent fevers are 
wholly; unknQwn. "f In the Eastern parts of the 

. -f^ I know^ it is a generally-received theory, thai stagpMit 
"waters are the causes of the diseases here enumerated : But on 
this subject I entertain an opinion decidedly different ; and am 
^lad to tind myself supported by the high authority of Dr. 
Dwight, who very properly observes respecting the New England 
States,- which are almost wholly exempt from these disorders : 
. ," It has been commonly supposed, that standing waters are 
insalubrious in countries subjected to such intense heat at that of 
a New England summer. TTie supposition, however, "is almost, 
if not quite, absolutely erroneous, so far as New En^and is con- 
certied. There is, probably, as great a number of small lakes aiid 
ponds in this couiltry, as in any of the same extent <m the globe. 
After very extensive inquirie9, I have been unable to find one. 
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Upf)elr Province al^, where marshes abound, the 
inhabitants are only partially af&icted with these 
disorders; while, in the Western Districts, few 
persons^ attain the age of twenty years, without 
having many times experienced their unpleasant 

^he margin of which is nbt healthy ground. I speak not here of 
artificial ponds; these are often unhealthy* I speak of those 
which nature has formed ; and all these appear to be perfectly 
salubrious. Within the township of Plymouth, which is very 
large, the number is uncommonly great ; but they have never 
been known to produce any disagreeable effects. 
. " Decayed vegetables have been imagined to furnish an expla« 
nation of the insalubrity of stagnant waters. To some extent 
this opinion may be just. They cannot, I think^ be ordinarily 
concerned in producing the fever and ague, because this disease 
is almost always experienced, originally in the spring. Besides, 
vegetables decay in . New England, as well as elsewhere ; and 
yet, eastward of the western ridge of the Green Mountains, the 
fever and ague, so far as I have been able to |earn, is absolutely 
unknown, except in solitary instances, in the neighbourhood of 
two or three marshes, within the township of Guildford. But I 
suppose vegetable putrefaction to be especially considered as the 
cause of autumnal disieases. That vegetable putrefaction^ may be 
an auxiUary^ cause of these evils, n^iy, I thinks be rationally ad- 
mitted. But that it is the solcy or even the principal cause, may 
be fairly questioned. This putrefaction exists regularly every 
year; the diseases, in any given place, rarely. The putrefaction 
exists throughout the whole- country; the diseases, whenever 
they exist, are confined to a few particular spots. Should it be 
said, .that stagnant waters are necessary to this effect, I answer, 
ihat in the large tract of country which I have specified, no such 
efiect is produced by these waters ; and that the diseases here 
prevail, as often where no such waters exist, as in their neigh- 
bourhood ; that they are found on plains, in valHes, on hills^ uid 
fven on the highest inhabited mountains." 
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efltecte. I ha^e ccmversed with several pby^cmnis^ 
on the subject, but have n«ver been able to obtain 
«ny satisfactory account of the origin of these dis- 
eases. In the Sammer of 1819, agues and feversf 
prevailed to an alarming extetit, in altm^t every 
purt of the Upper Province, but particularly in 
the Western Districts. The season was very dry, 
excessively hot, and, I believe, scarcely one family 
out of ten enjoyed their accustomed heieilth. Not- 
withstanding this. Upper Canada might even that 
year be considered healthy, in comparison with 
those countries which Me under corresponding 
latitudes in the United States. For, while the 
Canadians laboured under a disorder which was 
distressing, without being dangerous^ the Ameri- 
cans were carried off in thottsands, by that dread- 
ful depopulator of cities, the Yellow Fever f 
Oh the whole, I do not think that tlie climate, 
either during the severity of the Winter, or tho 
excessive^ heat of the Summer, in relation to itsi 
influence on human health and vegetable produce 
tions, constitutes^ a sufficient objection to the coun- 
try. It i^ a matter of doubt in my mind, whe- 
'ther, after taking all things into consideration, 
Upper Canada ia not a more healthy region 
than either England or Ireland. That Lower 
Canada is, in this respect, greatly superior to 
both, is a matter of indubitable certainty. 

Dr. I>wight is of opinion, that the diseases to 
which I have alludied, are produced more by 
animalcular putrefaction, than by standing waters 
and marsh miasmata : He says. 
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** A number of years since I put a quantity of 
ground pepper into a tumbler of water; and, a 
few days afterwards, found a thin scum spread over 
tbe surface. Within a few days more, I perceived, 
on examining this scum w^ith a microscope, that it 
exhibited an immense number of living animal* 
eules. Two or three days after, examining the 
^ame scum again, I found not the least appearance 
of life. After another short period, the scum v;as 
replen^hed with living beings again; and, after 
another, became totally destitute of them. This 
alternate process continuedv until the water became 
so foBtid as to forlwd a forther examination. The 
conclusion which I drew from these facts was^ t^t 
the first race of animalcules, having laid their eggsy 
died ; and were succeeded in a short tinie by a 
second, and these by a third. 

^* The footer, which aro6e from the putrefaction 
of these ephemeral beings, differed in one respect 
from that which is produced by the decay of 
larger animalik Although it wa» perceptible at 
a small distance only, and pei^haps less loathsome 
than the smell of a corrupted carcase, it was far 
more sufltoeating. When the effluvia were received 
into the lungs, it seemed as if nature gave way, 
and was jwreparing^ to sink under the impression. 
A pungency, entirely peculiar, accompanied the 
jsmell, and appeared to lessen the vis vUde in a man- 
»er difierent from any thing which I had ever 
experienced before. 

^' The scum, which covered this pepper- water, , 
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S64 THE CLIMATE. 

was in appearance the aam^ with that which in hot 
seasons is sometimes seen on standing waters, and 
abounds on those marshes exposed to the sun. To 
the production, and still more to the sustenance 
of animalcules, vegetable putrefaction seems to be 
necessary, -or at least concomitant ; the nidus, per^ 
haps, in which the animalculine existence is forined, 
or the pabulum by which it is supported. 

'^ Whatever instrumentality vegetable putrefac- 
tion may have, I am inclined to suspect, for several 
reasons, that animalculine putrefaction is the imme* 
diate cause of those diseaiies, whatever they are, 
which are justly attributed to standing waters. It 
will, I believe, be found universally, that no such 
disease is ever derived from any standing waters, 
which are not to a considerable extent covered 
with a scum ; and perhaps most, if not all of those 
which have, this covering, will be found unhealthy. 
The New England lakes, as far as I have observed, 
are universally free, even from the tfafnnest pellicle 
of this nature ; are pure potable water ; afe sup- 
plied almost wholly by subjacent springs; and ca*e, 
therefore, too cool, as well as too much agitated by 
winds, to permit, ordinarily, the existence of ani- 
malcules." 

. This idea, however plausible it may appear, 
is, like many other theories that are raised, un- 
able to stand the test of strict examination. 
Now, in the Western part of Upper Canada, 
where these diseases are rather prevalent, there 
are very few lakes or ponds of standing water. 
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SPLENDID WINTER SCENERY. 3^5; 

and these few are all . composed of pure potable 
water, as free from scum as any water in the same 
situation can possibly be. They have, in fact, 
their source of supply in springs, which in the 
hottest part of the Summer season remain per- 
fectly cold, and of course free from animalcular 
putrefaction. The very reverse of this is the case 
in the Eastern parts of Upper Canada, and through- 
out the greater part of the Lower Province, where 
these disorders are wholly unknown. 

In Canada, the weather is always coldest when 
the sky is bright and clear, and the wind in the 
North West quarter. Snow seldom falls while 
the mercury remains below Zero. Some idea may 
also be formed of the severity of the frost, from the 
fact, that water thrown to any considerable height 
into the air, becomes completely chrystalized 
before it returns to the ground. In Upper Canada 
we seldom have any rain during the Winter; but^ 
when it does fall, it is invariably .accompanied by 
a keen frost. Nothing can exceed the beauty of 
the forests on these occasions. As the rain falls 
upon the trees, it becomes immediately congealed ; 
and, when a shower continues for any considerable 
length of time, the trunks, limbs, and boughs of 
the trees, are so completely covered with ice . and 
hung about with icicles, that the forest seems to 
be transformed into an innumerable assemblage of 
glaas chandeliers, reflecting in their beautifully cut 
pendants and festoons the rays of light, with every 
colour of the rainbow. At night, when the moon-i 



Digitized by 



GooqIc 



205 AURORA BOEEALB. 

beams descend on the scene^ and iUominaie it with 
her broad sheet of silver lights another trans&>rm^ 
ation may be witnessed. The tops of the trees 
appear to be embossed with pure gold ; peai'ls and 
amethysts seem strewed about in the greatesit pro- 
fusion ; the green-sward, with the skill of a came-- 
leon, is arrayed in virgin whiteness, and, when 
oonti^asted with the sober gloom of the shadow of the 
trees, and associated with the other beauties which 
surround it, produces one of the most delightful 
specimens of Winter-scenery that imagination can 
conceive, 

In Summer the Meteorological phenomena of 
this country are no less brilliant and wonderful. 
During the months of June, July and August, tho 
Aurora Borealis illumines our skies, our woods, our 
fields, our dwellings, — and, I think I might say, our 
very souls : For no man, who is not insensible to the 
last degree, can possibly resist the influence which 
such a phenomenon is calculated to exercise over 
the mind of the enchanted spectator. We are gei- 
nerally apprised of its appearance by the crackling,, 
hissing noise which it makes. The clouds which 
rest on the Eastern horizon, begin to explode, first 
from the North and then from the South; they flash 
from one extremity of the heavens to, the other ; 
and, spreading wide their blazes, meet in the centre, 
where they appear to rest for a moment, and then 
suddenly dart from each other with the swiftness 
of lightning. They exhibit every variety of shade^^ 
from the deepest crimson to the palest yellow. 
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Althpngh the flashes hiave at first a trifling appear- 
ance^ they gener^ly increase in size till the whole 
sky frqm the North, East and South, to the yertieal 
pentre of the concave, is covered as with the blaze 
of fire- works. I have frequently sat in th^ open 
fields, to watch the ever-varying motions of this 
lingular phenomenon. Its appearance is grandly 
su^blime ; and, in the abseftoe of the different orbs 
of light which hang in the firmament of Heaven, 
conveys to my imagination some faint ide^ of the 
glory that shall be revealed, when 

Sun^ and moon^ and stars decay > 
And time this earth itself iiemoves ; 

and when those who, by the mercy of God, have 
escaped from destruction, shall live in that place of 
which St. John has given this beautiful description : 
^^ And the city had no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon to shipe on it ; for the glory of God did 
lighten it, an4 the Lamb was the light thereof." 

The remarkable meteorological phenomena, of 
which I subjoin an interesting account from the 
Montreal Herald, occurred at a peripd when I did 
not reside in that city : 

*^ The astonishing appearances which the past 
week ha« exhibited, will make it long remepa- 
bered by the inhabitants of this district ; and 
Tuesday last will be classed by after ages withi 
the celebrated dark Sunday which happened 
in 1786. A series of awful events have occur- 
red, equally impressive to the mind of the illi- 
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terate and the learned. While the former viewed 
these events as they passed^^ and with a mixture of 
dread and veneration, saw in them the immediate 
interposition of ' Him who rides on the whirlwind 
and directs the storm;' the latter felt his mind 
recoil back in itself, and tremble at its own 
nothingness. All -his best-established facts, his first 
{H*incipl^s, and his long train of causes and effects 
were totally inadequate to explain the aberrations 
from the usual course of nature which he saw 
passing before him. 

^VThe first unusual appearance which attracted 
general notice, happened on Sunday last. The 
morning was remarkably dark for the season ; and 
about eight o'clock a. m. the whole atmosphere^ 
appeared povered with a thick cloud or haze of a 
dingy orange colour. The wind was light from 
N. N. W. and seemed incapable of dispelling the 
heavy yapour which floated in the sky. A little 
before nine o'clock, a shower of rain fell, of a dark 
inky colour, and apparently much impregnated 
with some black substance resembling soot or fine 
ashes. This, for the time, seemed to account for the 
singular appearance of the heavens. It was con- 
jectured, a volcano had broke out in in some distant 
quarter, and the ashes from the eruption floating in 
the cloud gave it the unnatural colour. During 
the day the weather cleared, the sky assumed its 
natural aspect, and the afternoon became season- 
ably pleasant. 
^' Tuesday was a day that set anxiety on the rack. 
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and put conjecture at defiance. The morning 
opened with a clear serene sky ; a g^entle breeze from 
the North-west, and a smart frost during the nighty 
led us to anticipate a day fitted for business or 
amusement. About ten o'clock a. m. the wind be- 
came variable, veering round to the Westward, 
and again becoming^ more Northerly. A heavy 
damp vapour seemed to envelope the whole city, 
and the appearance of the atmosphere indicated 
rain. As the forenoon advanced, the sky became 
more and more surcharged with dense clouds : the 
darkness increased to such a degree, that by twelve 
and one o'clock it became necessary to light candles 
in all the public offices in town ; and even in the 
butchers' stalls in the market-place, they were found 
indispensably necessary. The darkness still con- 
tinued to increase, and, with it, there appeared a 
general dread, as to what might be the result, per- 
vading every countenance. But although the 
darkness went on augmenting, it was not uniform 
in its progress. At times a white silver-coloured 
stream of light seemed for the moment to penetrate 
the dense atmosphere, and for a few seconds 
appeared aaTif clearing away. 

** It was during these periods, the aspect of the 
heavens was most striking to an attentive observer. 
The deadly pale light which came for the instant, 
as if to cheat our hopes and mock our feelings, 
seemed, by being refracted through the cloud, to 
proceed from a stratum between it and the earth ; 
and the blackened colour of the air, viewed through 
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this luminous sub-stratum presented a spectaicle 
awful and grand in the extreme. The general 
dread seemed now to have reached it« climax ; all 
viewed the phenomenon as connected with some 
great convulsion of nature, — but whether the pre- 
cursor or follower of such an event, none could tell. 
A little before twp o'clock there was a slight shock 
of an earthquake distinctly felt in different parts 
of the city, accompanied with a noise resembling 
the discharge of a distant piece of artillery. As the 
attention of all classas was closely rivetted on the 
more impressive aspect of the sky, but little notice 
was paid to th^ shock. The increasing gloom en- 
grossed the attention of all, and ev^ry thing elsfe 
gave way to the awful expectation of what might 
be the conclusion* About twenty minutes past 
three o'clock, after the darkness had gradually 
increased and seemed at that moment to have at- 
tained its greatest depth, the whole city was 
instantaneously illuminated by one of the most 
vividflashespf lightning ever witnessed in Montreal. 
This was suddenly followed by an awful p^al of 
thunder, so loud and near as to shake the strongest 
buildings to their foundation. 

" The proximity of the thunder, and the violerice 
of the concussion, impressed many people with the 
belief that a second earthquake had happened. If 
this was the case, it must have been at the vsame. 
iiistant with the thunder and not distinguishable 
ftom it ; but we a^e of opinion that the vibratory 
motion felt was altogether owing to the vicinity oi 
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the cloud, at the time it discharged its elefetfic con-^ 
tents. The first peal was followed by a few others, 
and accompanied with a heavy shower of rain, 
similar to whsX had fallen on Sunday, but of a 
darkei^ hue and apparently more charged with black 
sooty matter. 

^^ After the thunder and rain had subsided, the 
darkness did not entirely disappear as might have 
been expected, had it proceeded from a thundpr- 
cloud as usual. Oh the contrary, it still continued 
and seemed to increase till about four o'clock. 
The general anxiety however became somewhat 
appeased, as the cause of the unusual appearance 
had been in part explained. To describb the 
general feeling during the forenoon of this day, is 
firthik to which few pens are adequate. Although 
the flrsfpeal of thunder gave relief to many as being 
explanatory of the cause, it came at such a time, 
and when the minds of aH were prepared to expect 
some dreadful catastrophe, ^ that the boldest held 
his breath for a time.' 

" As ^ the murky hour of night' approached, men 
became less sensible of the continued darkness ; they 
had become in some measure reconciled to the 
appearance, and were talking over the occurrence 
with comparatively more composure. But the 
events^ of this day were not yet closed* Between 
four and five o'clock, it was discovered that the 
lightning had struck the spire of the French 
Church in Notre Dame-street ; and the first ihli^ 
mation of this was the flames issuing from the top 
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qf the spire at the place where the iron crucifix 
joins the wooden part of the steeple. The appear- 
ance through the cloudy dense atmosphere^ showed 
like^ distant light-house seen far at sea. The fire- 
engines were procured with all possible dispatch, 
but none of them were of a sufficient power to 
throw the water to such a height. With great 
exertion a small garden engine was procured, and 
got up to the highest belfry. From this position 
they kept playing on the inside of the spires, 
by which means the progress of the flames was 
checked; but not before the timber which sup- 
ported the crucifix was consumed, as well as the 
ball at the bottom of it. About eight o'clock the 
iron crucifix fell with a tremendous crash, and 
broke in several pieces. Fortunately it came down 
in Notre Dame-street, near the comer of a house 
occupied by Mrs. Barnard, milliner, and no farther 
accident occurred from its descent : Soon after it 
fell, the fire was extinguished without destroying 
the spire, or communicating with any of the adja- 
cent buildings. 

***The Bonsecours Church was also struck by the 
lightning. To those who were near it at the time, 
the appearance was like a large rocket falling on 
the top of the conductor, by which it descended 
instantly with a whizzing noise, resembling a shell, 
but much louder. The concussion was so violent 
as to shake the whole building. It is rather sin- 
gular, that no farther damage happened on this 
occasion. The method by which the conducting 
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rod is attached to the church, is, contrary to every 
principle with which we are acquainted. It pro- 
jects above the spire, it is true ; but in its descent, 
instead of running along by the nearest rout on 
the outside, and avoiding coming in contact with 
any other substance of an equal conducting power, it 
descends immediately under the tin covering of the 
roof, and runs along it until it reaches the top of 
the wall, where it emerges and goes down by the 
wall, to which it is affixed by iron hooks. By this 
improper method, should a larger quantity of elec- 
tric fluid than the size of the rod can easily contain 
evier happen to strike it, there is a great part of 
the iron surrounded with other metallic substances 
which will serve as conductors for the remainder, 
and convey it along the roof to the eminent danger 
of the building." 
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LETTER XXI. 

THE OISCOVBRY i>W AlfCBfCA — VARIOUS EXPEDITIONS TO CANADA 

, ^ROH FRANCE AND ENGLAND — TilB FOVNDATION OF QUEBEC— 

THE FINAL CONQUEST OF THE COUNTRY BY GENERAL WOLF& 

T^EOM the want of an adventurous disposition in 
the primitive inhabitants of the earth, and from 
other ^causes, the early history of almost every 
4eo^ntry in 4he world is involved in obscurity ; and 
of America, especially, so little was known he(i^^ 
its discovery by Columbus in 1492, that it was 
emphatically called ^^ the New World." - Seven 
years after this important event, Cabot, an Italian, 
was commissioned by Henry the Seventh of Eng- 
land to attempt further discoveries on the new 
continent. He was placed in command of a squad- 
ron of six ships ; and, being furnished with every 
article which wfts deemed necessary for such an 
important undertaking, embarked early in the 
Spring of 1497, and, in June following, discovered 
Newfoundland. He afterwards saw and named 
the island of St. John, and still pursuing a wes- 
terly course, arrived in a short time at the Con- 
tinent, along the coast of which he sailed as Ceut 
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las 67 and a half degrees of N. latitude. He returned 
without making any attempt towards effecting a 
settlement in the New World : And what is stiU 
more remarkable, after fitting out an expeditioo 
at. such an immense expence, the English gave up 
the further pursuit of discovery fpr half a century. 
But the report of Cabot's successful enterprise must 
have been extensively circulated ; for, in 1606, 
Denys, a Frenchman, sailed from Honfleur to 
Newfoundland, and thence proceeded down the 
Gulph-of ^t. Lawrence. He drew a map of the 
Gulpfa and of the adjacent cbaat, took some fish 
on the Great Fishing- Bank, and returned to France 
the same season. Two years afterwards, Thomfui 
Aubert departed from Dieppe, and was the first 
who had the courage to sail up the St. Lawrence. 
He forcibly carried off some of the natives, and 
exhibited them as curiosities in all the principal 
towns of France. 

In 1617, no less than 60 Spanish, French and Por- 
tuguese ships appear to have been employed in ihe 
fishery of Newfoundland. 

. The Spanish conquests in South America made 
a great noise over all Europe, and the facilities 
which the mines of those immense regions afforded 
of rapidly acquiring fortunes, produced a great 
4egree of carelessness in the public mind about 
those countries which, could open a field only for 
the peaceful pursuits of agriculture and the gradual 
advancement of commerce. On this account, we 
find very little attention was paid to North Ame- 
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rica for a iiuml)ef of years. Newfoundland, it is 
true, attracted some small share of attention ; and 
individuals of various nations commenced settle- 
ments upon it, nearly a century before any attempts 
at colonization were n>ade on the Northern Conti- 
nent : In 1622, there were fifty houses erected on 
different parts of the island. 

In 1636, Jacques Cartier, a native of St. Malo, 
sailed up the St. Lawrence, to the distance of 900 
miles, till his passage was intercepted by an immense 
cataract, probably the Falls of Niagara. He took 
possession of the territory, in the name of ^^ his most 
Christian Majesty ;" formed alliances with the in- 
habitants ; built a fort, and wintered in the country, 
which he called " New France." In the course of 
his return down the river, he visitcfd a large Indian 
settlement, called " Hochelaga :" It occupied the 
ground on which the city of Montreal now stands ; 
which is a corruption from Mount Royal, the 
name originally conferred on it by Cartier. He 
also gave the name of St. Lawrence to the River 
of Canada, from the circumstance of his having 
entered it on the festival of that Saint. The natives, 
whenever he met with them, treated him with the 
greatest hospitality, and their intercourse was 
tolerably free : For having taken a voyage the pre- 
ceding year to the coast of America, he observed 
the precaution of bringing two of the natives back 
with him to France ; who, having by the time of 
his second voyage obtained a considerable know- 
ledge of the French language, were now able to 
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serve as interpreters between him and their coun* 
trymen. On this occasion, he formed an intimacy 
with one of their Chiefs, called Donnaconna, from 
whom he experienced much kindness and attention ; 
in return for which, Cartier was cruel enough to 
carry him to France against his inclinations. It 
would seem, that his expedition brought him 
neither honour nor advantage ; for when he arrived 
in his native country, his discoveries were deemed 
of little importance and his services very sparingly 
remunerated. He was so much reduced in his cii^- 
cumstances, that, only five years after his return 
from that country, he accompanied, in the humble 
capacity of Pilot, Monsieur Roberval, who was 
appointed the Viceroy of Canada in. 1540. On the 
arrival of the Viceroy in the River of St. Law- 
rence, he built a Port ; and, after he had wintered 
about four leagues above the Island of Orleans, 
returned to France, leaving the command of the 
garrison to Cartier. In two years he came back 
to Canada, with a large re-inforcement, and 
attempted to find out a North West passage to the 
East Indies. In 1549, he again returned to Prance, 
and, after a short stay, sailed a third time for 
America, accompanied by his brother and a nume- 
rous train of adventurers. This voyage, however, 
did not terminate so successfully as those by which 
it was preceded. No tidings were ever heard 
either of the Viceroy or his companions, and they 
were supposed to have perished on their way. The 
French Government were so much discouraged by 
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ibis^ disastrous event, that, for nearly fifty years 
afterwards, they used no further exertions to pro- 
mote emigration to Canada. Indeed, the forcible 
abduction of Donnaconna exasperated the natives 
of the country to such a degree, Ubat they studi- 
ously avoided all familiar intercourse with the 
French, from the time of this shameful transaction 
till the year 1681, when the recollection of it had 
in a great measure subsided, and their former 
friendly communication was renewed. This recon- 
ciliation with the aborigines of Canada proved so 
advantageous to the French, that, in 1684, three ^ 
^hips, each of 180 tons, were employed in trading 
to that country. 

In 1691 a fleet of ships was fitted out at the port 
of St. Malo, for the purpose of hunting the Walrus, 
in the river St. Lawrence. The teeth of these ani- 
mals were valued more highly than ivory, and sold 
lit a much greater price. It is recorded, that 16Q0 
'of these creatures were killed this year, by the 
crew of one small bark, at Ramea, an island withii^ 
the straits of St. Petre. The Walruses, in addition 
to the value of their teeth, produce a prodigious 
quantity of oil; and, with such results, this 
expedition greatly surpassed the expectations of 
those with whom it had originated. 
. In the same year, George Drake, an Englishman^ 
made a voyage up the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to 
the Isle of Ramea, and having acquainted himself 
with the nature and extent of the trade carried on 
by the French, returned home and gave such a 
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favourably acc(niat both of.it and of tli^ country, 
that the French, became alarmed with the fear of 
their craft being in danger, and the Marquis de la 
Roche wa» deputed by the King of France, to set 
sail for Canada, and conquer the country. The 
Marquis failed however in his expedition, and 
landed on the Isle of Sable, about one hundred and 
fifty miles South-^east of Gape Breton, and one 
hundred and five Eastward of Canso. On this 
island he erected a fort, absurdly supposing it an 
eligible spot for effecting a settlement. He then 
^ruis^d for soHie time along the coast of No^^ 
Scotia, and returned to France, leaving his unfor*^ 
tunate companions on the isle of Sable, where they 
must certainly have perished for want of subsist^ 
€tnQe, had not a French ship been wrecked upon the 
Island. laa this wreck tfeey foimd some provisions, 
and with the boards which it afforded erected 
huts to shield il^m from the inclemency of the 
weather* When tiieir othw provisions wer^ ex- 
liausted, they subsisted entirely upon fish,^^ end when 
their clothes were worn out, they substituted! sealt 
4skins, and continued to live in this deplorable 
4M>ndition for sev^n y earls ; at the end of which tim^, 
JHenry the Fourth of France sent Chitodel, who 1^ 
^cted as pilot to La Roehe^ tp bring them back t^ 
Iheir native country. On their arrival in France, 
ihe generous monarch had the curiosity to sec? them 
in their sealtdoiii dpes^es, and was so effected by 
iheir misea?abie tjondition that he gavfetl^m each 



Digitized by 



Google 



8g0 M0N8I£UR D£ GHAUVIN. 

fifty crowns, with which they might begin the 
world again. La Roche had^ long before this, fallen 
a victim to the corroding feelings produced by the 
ill success of his American expedition and his con- 
sequent disgrace at Court. 

Notwithstanding the exclusive nature of La 
Roche's patent, private adventurers still continued 
to carry on a profitable trade with Canada, without 
being noticed by the French Government. Soon 
after the death of the Marquis, his patent was re- 
newed in favour of M. De Chauvin, a comman'der 
in the French navy ; and in 1600 he made a voyage 
up the St. Lawrence as far as Tadousac, where he 
left some of his people ; and returned to France, 
with a cargo of furs. This adventure proved so 
profitable^ that he was induced to make a second 
voyage in the ensuing year for the same purpose, 
fie was equally successful in this; but, while pre- 
paring for a third voyage, was summoned to leave 
the work of exploration in this world, for making 
those discoveries in the next, which are to be made 
by all alike. Chauvin was succeeded by De Chatte, 
Governor of Dieppe, who resolved to carry on the 
trade with France through a company of Rouen 
merchants and adventurers. He survived his pre- 
decessor but a short time, and at his death was 
succeeded by Pierre du Gast, Sieur de Monts, a 
a gentleman of the Bed-chamber to the King of 
France, who, in 1603, obtained a patent of that vast 
territory extending from the fortieth to the forty- 
sixth degree of North Latitude, constituting him 
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Lieutenant-General of the countiy^ and investing 
him with atUhority to colonize it and convert the 
natives to Christianity. The trade of the Ganadas 
had by this time risen to 9uch importance thai De 
Monts formed a company, and resolved to avail 
himself of the great advantages which were afforded 
by his exclusive patent. To carry his purpose into 
effect, he fitted up four ships and took the command 
of two upon himself. In this expedition he was 
accompanied by Samuel Champlain, of Brouage, a 
few miles from Rochelle, and a gentleman of the 
name of Pontrincourt. One of the other two ships 
was intended to carry on the fur-trade at Tadousac^ 
and Pontgrave was appointed to the command of 
the fourth. His orders were to touch at Canso^ 
in Nova Scotia, and thence to proceed to Cape 
Breton for the purpose of clearing the sea be- 
tween that and the island of St. John, from all 
vessels sailing there without the authority of De 
Monts. On the 17th of March, 1604, De Monts 
himself, took his departure from Havre-de-6race, 
and touching at Acadia, — which received the pedan- 
tic name of Nova Sco ia, from the greatest pedant 
that ever lived, our First James, — confiscated a 
ship which he found trading with the natives with- 
out his consent. He next arrived at a small haven, 
to which he gave the^sheepish appellation of Mutton 
Haven. While cruising in this way from place tp 
place, Chi^mplain, who spent the greatest part of 
his time in the long-boat, directed his attention 
towards the discovery of some eligible situation for 
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a settlement, and nltimately resolved on foundings 
one on a little island which he designated, Uide de 
St. Croix ; this little spot, is only one mile and w 
half in circumference, and is situated about sixty^ 
miles West of St. John's. 

It soon appeared that he had made a very inju- 
dicious selection ; for, although the soil was so 
fertile that the corn which was sown produced 
an abundant crop, yet on the approach of win- 
ter, the poor settlers found themselves entirely 
destitute of fresh water and fire-wood. Ta 
avoid the labour of fetching water from the 
Continent, they resorted to the expedient of 
melting snow ; and, having no fresh provisions,' 
they were compelled to drink snowwater in 
such large quantities, that in a short time every 
person in the colony became afflicted with vari* 
ous diseases, the most fatal of which was the 
scurvy. From a consideration of the unfitness of ' 
this iisland for a settlement, on the return of Pont- 
grave from France, the inhabitants were removed 
to Port Royal. Soon after this occurrence, De 
Monts made over Port Royal to Pontrincourt, who 
appeared to be much enamoured with its situation; 
On the return of De Monts to France, his patent 
was revoked, although ten years of it had yet to 
expire. This, however, did not damp the enter^ 
prising ardour of his spirit : For we find him soon 
after entering into new engagements with Pontrin- 
court, and chiefly directing his attention to the fur*- 
trade at Tadousac. 
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The colony at Port Royal encountered many dif- 
ficulties, and were at one time in the act of leaving' 
it, when they received a seasonable supply of pro- 
visions, from France. Champlain, after examin- 
ing the whole coast of Acadia, eventually resolved 
on founding a settlement at Quebec, On the 3d 
of July, 1608, he arrived at the spot on which the 
eity now stands, and after erecting some huts, for 
the accommodation of those by whom he wa^ 
accopipanied, he commenced clearing the land. 
The next Spring, they sowed a considerable qu^n*- 
tity of wheat and rye, which turned out very welly 
artd encouraged them to persevere in the enter- 
prise. Champlain now retired to France, and the 
year following visited his colony, and had the 
pleasure of finding the settlers in a healthful and 
prosperous condition. During his stay in Canada 
on this occasion, he very imprudently took an 
active part with the Hurons and Algonquins;^ 
whose total extirpation was at that time threat- 
ened by the parent nation of the Iroquois. Hi» 
object should have been, to form alliances with all 
the Indians on the Continent, by preserving a per- 
fect neutrality of conduct, instead of meddling in 
the civil broils of any particular tribe. 

In 1611 Champlain returned once more to France, 
leaving Chauvin the<;ommander of his rising colony. 
On his arrival in his native country, he and Pont- 
grave, by whom he was accompanied, waited upon 
his Most Christian Majesty at Pontainbleau, and 
experienced a most gracious reception. It was at 
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this interview that Canada first received the name 
of " New France," The next year Champlain 
revisited that country, and did not return to Eu- 
rope till after the death of Henry the Great. He 
was however nominated lieutenant-governor of 
New France with unlimited powers, by the exist- 
ing authorities of his country ; and on his arrival 
to assume the office, he headed his savage allies in 
an engagement against the Iroquois, in the course 
of which he was wounded in two places, and 
compelled to leave the field, and to spend his win- 
ter among the Indians. In 1621, the Iroquois, by 
way of retaliating for the assistance which Cham- 
plain had rendered to the Hurons and Algonquins, 
attempted the entire expulsion of the French from 
Canada, but they proved unsuccessful in their 
endeavours. 

In 1626, Quebec first assumed the appearance of 
a regular town. At this time religious disputes 
and animosities had arrived at a dreadful pitch. 
The majority of the colonists were Hugonots, and 
the remainder Roman Catholics. Until the year 
1627 the government of the country was vested in 
Protestants, but was afterwards by order of Cardi- 
nal Richelieu, then prime minister of France, con- 
signed to 100 persons of the Roman Catholic per- 
suasion, called " the Company of One Hundred 
Associates," at the head of which was the Cardinal 
himself, with the Mareschal Defiat and other per- 
sons of eminence. 
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: In 16S9, Charles the First of England granted a 
commiasion to David Kertk and some of his valiant 
kinsmen, to conquer the French dominions in 
America; and the better to enable them to do this, 
he fitted out a fleet for the express purpose. Kertk 
conquered all the settlements below .Quebec ; and, 
on arriving opposite that city, desired Champlain 
to surrender it to the arms of England. Cham* 
plain, though conscious of his entire inability to 
defend it, sent a message to the British Officer, 
that they were determined to hold by the port to 
the last extremity. While Kertk was listening to 
this haughty reply, he received information ihat a 
French squadron had just entered the river, com* 
manded by Roquemont and provided with supplies 
for the relief of Quebec* Kertk immediately 
tacked about, and, dropping down the river, soon 
fell in with the enemy ; but the French commander, 
instead of avoiding him, gave him battle, and was 
defeated with the loss of his whole squadron. 
Kef tk again made his appearance off Point Levi, 
and sent an officer on shore at Quebec to summon 
that city to surrender. Champlain, now reduced 
to great distress for want of supplies, and by no 
means able to resist the English force, surrendered 
the city by capitulation. The terms of this capitu* 
Jation were very favourable to the French colony, 
andthey were^so punctually and honourably fulfilled / 
by the English, that the greater part of the French 
chose to rem^ain with their captors, rather than go, 
as had been stipulated, to France. ^^ Thub wfts tbfi 
Vpi., I, C c 
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capital of New France subdaed by the arms of 
England, just one hundred and thirty years before 
its final conquest by the celebrated Wolfe, — It dlid 
not however remain long in ^ the hands of the 
English ; for at the treaty of St. Germains ia 
1632, not only Canada, but also Acadia and Cape 
Breton were resigned to the French King, by his 
royal brother-in-law King Charles the First. 

In 1633, the company of New France was re- 
instated in all its rights, and Champlain again 
ftsstimed the reins of government. He met with 
tiiuoh difficulty, in carrying many of his plans into 
ifxecvdion; in consequence of the opposition of 
some tribes of Indians, which arose from his im- 
prudent alliances against the Iroquois. In 1635 
Champlain died at Quebec, a city of which' he 
inight justly be called the father, as he was the 
founder; and whose inhabitants mourned for his 
loss with a truly filial affection. He is called by 
the FVench Historian Chiarlevoix, ^^a true and 
faithful historian, an observant traveller, a judicious 
Writer, an excellent geometrician, and a skilful 
mariner." Champlain was succeeded in the govern- 
ment of New France by M. De Montmagny. 

In 1639, Madame De la Peltrie, a pious Catholic 
lady of fortune, went to Quebec, accompanied by 
three Ursulines and la Jeune Superieure of the 
Jesuit mission into Canada. This good lady 
founded the Ursuline Convent at Quebec, and is 
said to have had such a zeal for the comfort and 
t^onversion of the native Canadians, that she ftctc^-! 
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ally cultivated the earth with her own hands^ to 
increase her means of doing good. 

In 1640^ Maisonneuve^ a gentleman of Cham- 
. paigne^ brought over several families to Montreal, 
the French King having vested the property of the • 
whole island in thirty-five associates, of whom 
Maisonneuve was the chief. No event of any im- 
portance, relative to the settlement of Canada, 
took place from 1640 to 1686, at which period the 
whole white population of the country amounted 
only to 17,000 souls. 

In 1709, a plan was formed by Lord Sunder- 
land, then Secretary of State, for the subversion 
of the French power in Canada, Acadia, and New- 
foundland, but it either did not succeed, or was 
not carried into effect. In the foll9wing year. 
Colonel Schugler sailed from New York to Eng- 
land, with a' view to impress, on the minds of the 
British ministry, the necessity of adopting some 
vigorous measures for reducing Canada to the 
crown of Great Britain. He was accompanied by 
five Indian Chiefs, who gave assurances of their 
fidelity to Queen Anne, and earnestly solicited her 
assistance against their common enemies, the 
French. 

In 1759, the gallant Wolfe effected the conquest 
of Quebec; but it was not until the close of 
1760, that Canada became entirely subject to the 
British arms. 

In 1763, a proclamation was issued by the King 
of Great Britain, declaring and describing the 

ccSj 
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boundaries of the Province of Quebec ; arid, im- 
mediately after, " in testimony of the royal sense 
and approbation of the conduct and bravery of the 
officers and soldiers of the army, and to reward 
-the same," the Governors were empowered, to 
grant lands, without fee or reward, to such re** 
duced officers and disbanded soldiers as had served 
in America during the late war* 



Ta a Field-officer 


5,000 acres. 


Captain 


3,000 ditto. 


Subaltern or Staff-Officer 


2,000 do. 


Non-commisttoned officer ... 


200 do. 


Pnvatje •.. 


50 do. 



On the subjugation of Canada, the whole popu- 
lation amounted to 60,000 souls. 

In 1763, only four years after the reduction of 
Quebec, the ej^ports from Great Britain to Canada 
amounted to £8,623 15^. lid. 

In 1776, Montgomery and Arnold, the Ameri- 
can Generals, made their unsuccessful attack upon 
Quebec. 

In 1783, the year in which the Revolutionary 
War terminated. Lower Canada contained a , 
population of 113,000 souls, and Upper Canada 
10,000. 
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LETTER XXII. 

LAWS AND CONSTITlfflON OF THE TWO PROVINCES -— OOTERHOR, 
LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE COUNCILS, AND HOUlSB OV ASSEM- 

. BLY IN LOWER CANADA •— COURT OF APPEAL — DESCRIPTION OF 
THE BARRISTERS*— COMPLICATED NATURE OF THE LAWS OF THE 
LOWER PROVINCE ^-« THE VARIOUS TENURES BY WHICH LANDS 
ARE HELD IN CANADA^-«MANNER IN WHICH THE COUNTRY WAS 
FIRST SETTLED, AND THE CONDITIONS OF THE GRANTS— BAIL 
AMPHITEOTIQUE, OR LONG LEASE*-«CEN8IVE— -LODS ET YENTES, 

. OR FINES OF ALIENATION — FIEF^ •«- QUINT ET RELIEF— -COM- 
MUNITB DE BIEN, OR CO-PARTNERSHIP IN MARRIAGE. 

Previous to the year I66O, although more than 
half a century had then elapsed since the settle^ 
ment of Canada^ the influence of law was entirely 
unknown in the country. The military authority 
was all which at that time existed, and even this 
was administered by the French governor or his 
lieutenant. The power of trying and condemning 
all persons, whatever their rank or condition in 
life might be, was his ; and his decisions, . as might 
be expected, were not always favourable to the 
innocent, nor merciful to 4;he guilty. His most 
{arbitrary and extravagant commands were obeyed, 
without any question of their expediency, validity, 
or justice. In this deplorable situation of affidrs^ 
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individuals were frequently imprisoned without 
even a shadow of delinquency, and were sen- 
tenced to some ignominious punishment without 
being permitted to rebut the accusations of their 
enemies. 

In 1660, a tribunal was appointed for the trial of 
all civil actions, and the costume de Paris formed 
the code by which its judgments were to be di- 
rected. This tribunal was in existence in 1769, 
when the country fell into the hands of the Eng- 
lish. From that period until 1774, the English 
laws, both in civil and criminal cases, [were the 
only oues that were administered by the new 
government. It was, however, a cause of great 
dissatisfaction to the people, that they were go- 
verned by laws with which they were utterly unac- 
quainted; and no wonder, for they were admi- 
nistered by men ^familiar with English jurispru- 
dence as the Canadians themselves ! At Quebec 
and Three Rivers, oflScers of the army, whoso 
education and previous habits had made them much 
more intimate with Champagne and Burgundy^ 
than, with Coke and Blackstone, were appointed 
judges both in civil aiid in criminal affitirs. In 
Montreal, the judges were selected from among 
the most respectable of the British population, — a 
race of men whom general Murray, in a letter to 
the Lords of Trade and Plantation, describes as 
*' of mean education, who, having /tifeeir fortunes 
to make, were not over solicitous ^oout the mecms^ 
so ^ endmi^i be secured ; in a^ord, a^ the most' 
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ioimdral set of men he ever knew." The French 
noblesse^ who were numerous^ and who piqued 
themselves on the antiquity of their families^ on 
their own military glory, and on that of their ances- 
tors, were justly offended at having such persons 
deputed to govern them.^ They, complained of 
injustice and oppression; and^ for a long time^ 
nothing but disorder and animosity reigned in the 
Province* 

In the year 1774, the British Parliament took 
the matter into serious consideration, and passed- 
an Act, declaring all former pi'ovisions relating to 
the Province null and void, and directing that all 
future disputes about property should be settled 
by the original laws of Canada, but that the laws 
of England should still be enforced in criminal* 
CASES. This new act was productive of very favour- 
able consequences. The restoration of the costume 
de Pa/riSy of ecclesiastical dixmes, and feudal obli- 
gations, satisfied the Canadians, Itnd established the 
tranquillity of the country^ 

Until 1791,the whole of the immense territory now 
comprised in Upper and Lower Canada, remained in 
this manner, under the designation of ^Hhe Province 
of Quebec" In 1791, the Quebec bill of 1774 
was repealed, and cmother bill passed, declaring 
that the Colony should be divided into two dis- 
tuict governments ; and that separate legislatures,, 
formed on the principles of the British Constitu- 
tion, should be assigned to each of them. 
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a^ GOVJBRNMBNT OF LOMnSR CAKADA. 

The Government of Lower Canada is admink« 
tered by a Governor, a Lieutenant-Governor, a. 
Legislative and an Executive Council, and a House 
of Assembly* 

The Legislative Council consists of 26 mem-^ 
bers^ who are appointed by a writ of Mandamus 
from the King. They must be natural-born sub- 
jectSj persons naturalized, or such persoHs as have 
become subjects by the conquest and cession of the 
country. The members hold their seats for life, 
unless they remain absent from the country for 
more than four years, without having obtained the 
permission of his Majesty. 

The Executive Council consists of 13 mem- 
bers, who are also appointed by his Majesty. 
They exercise an authority over the affairs of the 
Province, exactly similar to that which is exer- 
cised by the Privy Council over the affairs of Great 
Britain. 

The Hou^E OP Assismblt at present consists of 
fifty. members, who are chosen every four years by 
persons who are possessed of property to the clear 
yearly value of forty shillings. In cities or towns, 
the members are elected either by persons who pos- 
sess a tract of land therein of the clear yearly value 
of £5. ; or by those who have resided in the plfiu^e 
twelve months previous to the issuing of a writ of 
summons.' 

The criminal code of England extends to the 
Lower, as well as to the Upper Province. The laws 
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Are Administered by' two Chief Justices, and six 
puisne Judges, and an Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
neral : Beside these, a provincial Judge is appointed 
for the District of Three Rivers; another, for the 
Inferior District of Gaspe ; and a Judge of the 
Vice-admiralty Court, who resides at Quebec. 

There is also A Court of Appeal, in which 
the Governor presides, with the assistance of his 
Lieutenant, not less than five members of the Exe- 
cutive Council, and such of the law-officers as have 
had no cognizance of the previous trial. From 
the decision of this tribunal there is still an appeal 
to his Majesty in Council. 

So complicated are the laws, so indifferently 
understood, and so ill-defined, that law-suits are as 
numerous in every part of the country, as excom^ 
munications and indulgences were in England in 
the early days of Henry the Eighth. The Judges, 
who are, for aught I know, well-meaning men and 
upright in their profession, do not appear to possess 
much of that extensive knowledge and profound 
erudition, which so eminently distinguish such cha- 
racters in. England. The Barristers are not deeply 
read in the laws ; for they have but few opportu- 
nities of improving themselves, being either natives 
of the. country, or enterprizihg young men from 
Gceat Britain and Ireland, who, finding it impossible 
to procure a respectable livelihood in any other 
way, have embraced the profession of the law 
without any previous course of study to qualify 
them for such an important employment, except 
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what is barely sojBSoient to entitle tbem in Caiiada 
to the appellation of *^ professional men/' whioh 
would be more descriptive if reversed into *^ men 
of profession." The forms of proceeding are so 
vague and undefined, that it is very difficult, and 
particularly for strangers, to obtain advice which 
may be confided in, even from the most eminent 
amongst them ;— a state of things in which various 
suits have their origin, and are followed by their 
consequent evils. To say the truth, the study of 
the law in Canada is exceedingly perplexing ; and 
the want of a regular University, or some other 
kind of Seminary, in whiohthe mind mi^ht be early 
familiarized with the first broad prii^ciples of juris- 
prudence, renders it a very hard matter for young 
men, however industrious and clever, to arrive at 
eminence in the profession. In acquiring a com- 
petent knowledge of all the codes, ordinances^ 
statutes, and declarations, by which the Province 
is governed, such intense application would jbe re^ 
quired as few persons are able or willing to be3tow> 
at an advanced period of life, and after their atten- 
tion has for many years been engrossed by perhaps 
equally laborious pursuits; and to this cause, pro-^ 
bably, more than to any want of qatural talent in 
the Canadian lawyers of British origin, may iheir 
general incompetency be imputed. 

The laws by which Lower Canada is governed, 
are the Costume de Paris, or ^^ Custom of Paris,'' 
as it existed in France in the year 1666,— ^the 
<^ Civil or Roman Law," in cases where the Custoni 
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of Paris 18 silent^ — ^the edicts^ declarations and or- 
dinances of the French Governors of Canada^ — th^ 
Acts of the British ^Parliament passed coticeming 
Canada^ — and by the English Criminal Law in iota. 
This complication of laws is at present absolutely 
necessary' for the peaceable government of the 
country: But how much better would it have 
been^ for the present and future inhabitants of 
Canada, if the English Law, in civil as well as in 
criminal cases, had been, continued in force from its 
first introduction into the Province I The laws, as 
they are now administered, may be classed under 
four distinct heads, — the Criminal, Civil, Commer- 
cialand Maritime. 

The Criminai. Law, to which both the French 
and the British are subject, is wholly English. , 

*^ The Civil Law, or compound of laws regarding 
property, is taken from the Costume de Paris, from 
the civil law of the Romans, and from such edicts, 
declarations and ordinances as were at any time 
made by the French Governors of Canada* These 
laws embrace a great variety of subjects, particu* 
larly the feudal tenures, seignories^ feifs and estates, 
held nobly or by villanage, moveable or immove* 
able property, marriage-dowers, and community of 
property between man and wife." 

The Commercial Law relates only to mercantile 
transactions, and is regulated nearly in the same 
manner as in England, except that in such case^ 
there is no trial by jury. 

The Maritime Law, or court of Vice Admiralty, 
is wholly English. 
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In Upper Canada, all lands obtained from the 
crown are held in free and common soccage ; but, 
in the Lower Province, all lands granted by the 
French Kings are held under the feudal tenures. 

When the colony was first settled, extensive 
grants of land, called " seigniories,^' were made 
to oflScers of the army, or to such other influential 
characters as possessed suflRcient interest to procure 
them. The Seigneurs wjere generally noblesse of 
small fortune ; and, being unacquainted with agri- 
culture, and not very partial to its calm pursuits^ 
were never much disposed to undertake the culti- 
vation of their extensive Canadian estates. They 
therefore assigned a great portion of their seigni- 
ories to those soldiers who evinced a disposition to 
continue iii the country, and to such other emigrants 
as were favourably recommended to them. The 
quantity of land ceded to each of these persons, 
amounted to about 240 acres, commencing at the 
banks of the St. Lawrence, with a front of three 
acres in breadth, and running back into the coun- 
try to a length of about eighty acres. The con- 
ditions upon which these grants were made, were, 
that the Seigneur should receive a quit-rent for 
ever, together with a small annual rent, usually 
between 2«. 6c?. and 5s,, and certain trifling articles 
of domestic consumption, such a« a pair of fowls, 
a goose, or a bushel of wheat. The grantees were 
also bound to grind their corn at the Moulin Ban-^ 
naly or the Lord's Mill, where a fourteenth is 
taken for the Lord's use, as mouline, or payment 
for grinding. In this manner, the great mass of 
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the Canadians hold their land ; but many fanns are 
held by various other tenures, particularly by that 
of hail amphiteotiquey or long lease of 20, 30, 40, 
or^ any number of years, subject also to a small 
annual rent. 

But the most grievous restriction, under which 
the Canadians labour with respect to the tenure of 
their lands, is that which compels them to pay to the 
Seigneur what are termed '^ lods et ventes,^^ or fines 
of alienation on all mutations of property en roture. 
By this Jaw, if an estate changes it? proprietors 
half a dozen times in a year, the Seigneur is 
entitled on every mutation to receive one-twelfth 
of the whole purchase-money; which one-twelfth, be 
it remembered, must be paid by the new purchaser^ 
and is exclusive of the sum agreed to be given to 
theactual proprietor. To preclude the possibility of 
practising any fraud upon the Seigneur, he has the " 
privilege of purchasing the property himself, for 
the price stipulated between the parties, if Jie be 
of opinion, that it is less than the actual value of 
the property, and choose to exercise this prero- 
gative within forty days from the announcement 
of sale. 

Fief is an estate held on conditions of fealty 
and homage, and certain rights payable by the. 
grantee to the Lord of whom the fief is held. 
These rights are qumte and relief: The former is 
the fifth part of the purchase-money, and must be 
paid on every transfer of the property by sale, or 
what may be esteemed equivalent to sale. The 
only property w^hich is exempt from the payment 
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of this charge, is that whiph changes its proprietors 
in the line of hereditary succession. If the qnmte^ 
is paid immediately by the purchaser, it entitles 
Mm to the rebut, or a reduction of two-thirds of 
the quinte. 

^^ 12e&'^/is the revenue of one year due to the Lord 
for certain mutations ; — thus, if a fief comes to a 
vassal by succession in the direct line, there is 
liothing due to the Seigneur, except fealty and 
liomagQ ; — but if in the coUatercU line, thpn a fine 
is pidd to the Lord by the new proprietor, on his 
taking up the estate so lapsed, or fallen, by the 
death of the late tenant. ^ To prevent any frauds 
the feudal Lord has also the power of taldng the 
property to himself for the sum for which it ia 
alleged to be sold." 

The succession to fiefs is different from that of 
property held en roture or by viUenage* Under the 
former tenure, the oldest son, if there are more than 
two, ^s entitled to the chaieauy or principal mansion* 
house, with an acre of the garden adjoining there* 
unto, and half the real estate, with all mills, 
presses, or ovens erected on the whole of the 
premises. The remaining property is equally 
divided among the heirs, if they exceed two ;. but 
if there are only two^ the elder has a right to tw«N 
thirds of the fief, the mansion-house, &c. ; and the 
younger, to the remaining third. If the oldest son 
dies without issue, the next does not succeed to his 
part pf the e^ate ; but it is equally divided among 
the surviving heirsp 
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In Canada^ a married man cannot dispose of his 
estate, without the consent of his wife ; for she is 
entitled by her marriage-rights to one half of the 
property possessed by her husband^ and also to a 
similar division of all property which may subse- 
quently become his in the direct line of inheritance. 
This is called ^^ the customary dower/' to distin- 
guish it from the stipulated dower^ which is a sum 
of money sometimes laid apart for the wife in lieu 
of the customary dower. If the wife outlives her 
husband, she has no power to will or otherwise to 
dispose of her dower, as it falls to the children of 
her first husband. 

This community of property between man and 
wife, is often a source of very bad consequences. 
When the wife dies without a will, her children 
have the power of claiming their mother's division 
of the family-estates; however expedient it may 
be for the father to hold it, that the younger 
branches of the family may be suitably maintained 
and educated. It not unfrequently happens^ 
that tradesmen, finding it convenient to balance 
their creditors' accounts, by an entry on thd friendly 
tide of profit and loss, afterwards carry on business 
in the name of their wives, but not without strong 
sus^picion that a community of property still exists 
between them. 

It is very unsafe to purchase property in Canada, 
Unless the sale is effected by the agency of a sheriff, 
"whose notification of sale clears it from all incum- 
]bra^ces and uncertainty. 
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LETTER 3^X111. 

LAWS AND GOVERNMENT OP UPPER CANADA — DESCRIPTION OF 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES —* ELECTIONS ANECDOTE 

THE PROVINCIAL ^PARLIAMENT MORE RESPECTABLE THAN IN 

FORMER DAYS COURT OP KING'S BENC^H — DISTRICT COURTS— t 

COURTS OP REQUEST — . GENERAL CHARACTER OF JURORS — 
JUflTICBf^ OF THE PEACE. 

IN Upper Canada the form of government is 
exactly similar to that of the sister Province. 

The Legislative Council at present consists 
of seventeen members, appointed, as in Lower 
Canada, by Mandamus from the King, according, I 
presume, to the recommendation of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. The members of this ' assembly are 
the most respectable persons in the Province, the 
members of the Executive Council excepted, who 
are men of exactly the same rank in life. All these 
/are dignified with the title of " Honourable," and 
are perhaps the only body of men in the country 
that would not disgrace the appellation. They are 
not only men of moderate property and respect- 
able literary acquirements, in the American accep- 
tation of these terms, but also men Who can boast 
of as much' integrity as is commonly the lot of 
** American Nobility,'^ if the term may be allowed* 
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The ExEcuTiTE Council cons^ists of only six 
members, the majority of whom are likewise mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council. 

The House of Reprei^entatites, or Commons, 
is composed of forty members, who ate a ^* motley 
crew" of all nations, trades, and profbssioti^', from 
the dusky blacksmith to the plodding lawyi^f. Td 
an European, accustomed to consider " member^ of 
Parliament" as men of diistinguish^d rank^ emiiieni 
abilities, and splendid fortune, a Canadian " House 
of Assembly" exhibits a most ludicrous a]ppearane^, 
and awakens in the mind none of those dignified 
and patriotic feelings which the consciousness ^of 
living under an enlightened legisldturd c^riOt ffaji 
to inspire. In Canada, instead of men of rdnk^ 
fortune^ and talents, you behold bl&6kstiiithsj 
tailors, tavern-keepers, and lawyers, delating thd 
grave and important niatter* of States in laft* 
guage graced with all the technicalities of theij 
various professions, from which also th^y' g^ne* 
rally borrow apt and edifying illustrations. Th^ 
discussions are very seldom interesting; but if 
they fail to please by the want of variety in mat- 
ter or of elegance of diction, that is partly counter- 
balanced by the diversity of sounds, Itnd the sin^ 
gularity of the sentiments which they convey. At 
one time the bold and masculine eloquence. 

The long majestic march> and energy divine 

ofVulcen, falls like a train of thunder,relaps upoa 
the «ar. At another time yoiii have the effeminate 
Vol I. " D » 4 
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oratory of aii humble tailor> which so nearly 
resembles 

Dying winds and waters when th^y gently meet, 

that strangers have t^ regret the circumstance 
of Mr. Snip's b^ing ^^ frequentiy inaudible below the 
batr,". in consequence of which they lose the thread 
of his discourse.— The debate is continued by " mine 
host of the Garter/' or of some other tavern, whoser 
obsequious rhetoric, .and well-fed countenance, can- 
not fail to point him out to the spectators, as ^' Mr*^ 
Boniface," who half an hour before appeared at 
^' the h^Ty^ — but net oithe House. — The insinuating 
lawyer appears at intervals, and being accustomed 
to play with copaiiderable felicity upon words, as 
a good musician with a bad instrument, he con* 
trives, with the bass of the blacksmith, the tenov 
of the tailor, and the counter of the shop-keeper, to 
produce something like music from these jarring 
strings, and to give a sort of harmonious consist- 
ency to the otherwise rugged debate. He is very 
diligent in maintaining the forms and privileges of 
th0 House, and is the " Te Duce*^ of the assembly. 
. In Great Britain and Ireland, literary talents^ 
family influence, and government interest, are the 
only .things y^hich aflFprd a man any well-founded 
hope» of being selected to represent hjs country^ 
men in that honourable House, — the British Senate. 
But in the Canadas, literary talents are rarely to be 
found; and, if found, are seldom properly appre- 
ciated> or regarded as qualijBcations essential to the 
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discharge of public duties : And a3 to family/ inflU^ 
mce, or government intereaty in a ccmntry where few 
can trace their genealogy farther back thaai to thfiiir 
own birth-place, and in which there is little for 
the government tc^ give and less to take away, I 
do not imagine that much can be done by virtue o£ 
either. It may then be asked, ^ By what medns 
^^ do gentlemen in Canada obtain a seat in th^ repre*' 
^^ sentc^tive body of the country ?" This is a ques^ 
tion, which I once put to a gentleman well ac- 
quainted with Canada; and his reply, though laugh- 
able, was certainly not without some foundation 
In truth. He said, ** It generally happens, that in 
^^ every county four or five persons at least become 
*^ candidates for this honour. These persons are 
^' usually country-shopkeepers, village-lawyers, 
" and upstart tavern-keepers : If a shop-keeper, 
^^ who gives liberal credit, appears on the hustings, 
^^ he is sure to be elected; but if no sucli person 
*^ presents himself, the freeholders invariably select 
** the greatest fool in the lot, consoling themselves^ 
^^ with the idea, that though he may do but little 
^^ good, be can do no harm^'^— This answer, how ' 
singular soever it may appeftTj^i^ probably this bast 
that could be returned to mmJi a 'question; for if 
the freholders of both Upper apd Louver GaAada 
were not influenced by sdme extraordinary id^a» 
on the subject of legistaticmy most of i&e membei^ 
who now compose the representative body of these 
Provinces, would have been left at home to sell 
;their brandy, to me^ure the corporations of their 
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custamers^ or to learti their 6lphabetg^ — pijrafuiti^. 
far mor6 congenial to their previous babii^g, an,d, 
better iStted for the display of their capabilities^ thai^ 
the exalted station of profound legfelators. 

There are, howeter, several members in ther 
House of Assembly of. Upper Cajiada, whos^r 
learning and eloqudnK^e wojuld not disgrace eVeti, 
the British Parliamecrf;. The. Attorney Genei-al 
cttid Dr. Baldwin,-rthe pne^ member for the town 
and the other for the county of York,— are men 
of very respectable talents. Dr. Baldwin i^ an 
Irishman by birth, and a Lawyer by profession'; 
notwithstanding which, I have frequently bear4 
him named as the only honest man in tJhe 
Province ; and he is familiarly^ and, I believe, 
justly, styled, ^^ the ypright Lawyer." Colonel 
Sherwood, Mr. J. Wilson, Mr. Hagerman, Mr^ 
Jonest Jones, and Colonel Nichols, are members of 
considerable abilities;, although, of these> Mes^s« 
Sherwood^ HagermitQ^ midJom$.0nlyp are men of 
education. All tfcjteq «u:e. eminent: Lawyers, and 
Mr. Hagerman undoubtedly po9#ess^ many of ilxe 
qualities which: belong to. a distinguished orator; 
The other member%,with one. or two exceptioB^s,^ 
are destitute both of natui^al and acquired talentii 
and, in my judgment, are. much better adapted to 
dig canals for the: benefit and improvement, of th^ 
Province, than, to frame, laws for Jta government* 
Nature certamlyneverdesign^ them for the latfter 
high occupation, but has admirably fitted theiaior 
the£ormer« Whpi a pity theyahonld ownterai^t 
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her wilie provisions! Yet itftt<ty bfe gratifying to 
those who rejoice in ifaio progressive ifhprovemeni 
of our iColonies, to leiirii> thaf^ notwithstanding 
|the aLcoOat. tptdl al^senbe of literary information^^ 
the jg^reat majority of the House of Assembly are 
now a\A^ to reiad the bills Which eome before them^ 
with tolerable ease, — pwticularly when they arcf 
piinted in a. large tyjJei Many also, who cannot 
yet write their own names/ afe advancing in their 
knowledge of penmanship^ add have acquired oon* 
siderabjie skill in making their significant X marks. 
It is, moreover, confidently expected, that, as 
night-schools are becoming common in every piEirt 
of the country, those meuSbers who have hitherto 
received no education will avail themselves of the 
opportunities which bow. exi^t, and will be able by 
the next or following session to read for their own 
information the written journals of the House. 
. . "^he elections in. the Upper Province are very 
laughably condUctedt I have attended one or two^ 
and was muoh entertained with thd variety of sub- 
jects which occupied the attention of the candi* 
dates, each of whom 19 e^fpected to* afford a specie 
men of his oratorical powers, before the opening 
of the poll. By listening to thtae inaugural 
orations, a stremger becomes intimately convers- 
ant with the circumstances and dispositions of the 
respective competitors. The first person who 
stands up to speak, ui^ually give^ a brief outline of 
. the most striking features in the lives and characters 
of his antagonists ; and if their &thers have been 
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faldo in thcdr loyalty^ or their mbthers ^^ frail m 
virtue/' this foremost orator never fietils to inform 
his constituents of the circumstance, in the most ^ 
good-natured manner imaginable, biit in language 
the most obnoxious and undisguised. His antago- 
nists in their turn retaliate, and discharge, with 
all the skill of moral artillery-men, whole voUies 
of scandal, not only against him who had the auda- 
city to draw the first trigger, but also against 
every unoffending individual, either absent or pre- 
sent, who iias the misfortune to be ever so remotely 
allied to the first speaker. In the afternoon, they 
drink whisky and dine together, without any allu- 
sion being made to the transactions of the morn- 
ing; and the evening is generally spent, as the 
newspapers say, ^^ in the utmost hilarity and good- 
hun^our.'' 

li^ is said to be a prevailing custom, with candi- 
date^ for a seat in the Provincial P^^liament, to 
^«tudy their addresses for several days previous to 
the election, with much attention to the language 
as well as to the gesticulation. To acquire a 
greater proficiency in both, apd that they may 
enjoy a wider scope for exercise, they not unfre- 
^uently stroll out into some of the fields which are 
Btrewed over with decaying stumps; and, assuming 
an elevated situation amongst them, address these 
venerable trunks on the important subjects of Free 
Election and Parliamientary Reform. It is greatly 
to be regretted, that these gentlemen do not pos- 
sess the power of fascination to an equal extent 
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With the Thracian bard ; for it would be an easy 
mode of clearing the forest land, if half a dozen of 
these embryo parliament-men, on rehearsing their 
intended addresses in .the solitary^ wilds, were, at 
the same time, like Orpheus, to march towards 
the sea or the river, followed by all the leafy tribe 
within hearing, and 

Charm'd with the music of their notes mellifluous. 

A few days previous to the election which 
^ook place on the demise of his late Majesty,' a 
taVern-k^eper in the county of W — ^*— — ^h, who 
intended to offer himself as a candidate for its 
representation, Wa^j observed to walk up and down 
his house in a, very unusual manner, alternately 
extending his arms, and uttering a number of 
incoherent expressions. After this shigular de- 
portment had been observed for some time*, a 
gentleman who was a boarder in the house, and 
from whom I reci^ived my information, began to. 
entertain a fear lest his host was fast approaching 
to a state of mental derangeu^ent. Full of this 
tiotion, he determined to watch him attentively. 
One day perceiving the landloid walls; out into the 
fields, and supposingfrom thetenourof his behaviour 
that he might have some fatal design upon himself^ 
iny informant very liumanely followed him at a 
ilistance, taking care however to conceal himself as 
much as possible by keeping close to the edge of the 
•woods. The young man felt considerable anxiety, 
which was coiitinUalty heightened by the strange 
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g^tiouli^oij^ of bi^ hcMit^ Whp, a^ he passed slowly 
teward;) asiittmed ^ tboowiid ridieulo^p attitudes^ 
a^ e^ploytd auoqwal -variety of thr most laughs 
4blp expressions* He resolved, therefore, to make 
as near an approach te him as he eoQld without 
being espied, that he might be ready, if oeeaaiom 
required, to prevent the commission of any radi 
act which, from the increasing violence of the 
symptoms, he thought he had substantial reasons 
to apprehend; After i^ome time he succeeded in 
hiding himself b^ind a4iay-ataek, where hc^ oould 
distiActly hear the oration of this modern Demos^ 
ihenes, who, when he had gained a sufficient emi*^ 
nance to enable him to overlook the heads of his 
numerous tvnd i^spectable audienoe, began witH 
most stupendous eloquence tq address the stumps,. 
In language peeuliwrly^ adapted to the subject, he 
commenced his oration, by entreating them to divest 
them^lves of all prejudices, and to ibinh only of 
electing frcan the various candidates an honest, in^ 
dependent patriot tor represent them in the House of 
Assembly. . He alluded in terms the most pathetic 
to^the lamented death of their late^ glorious, pious 
wxd immortal .9oyereigii ; which mournful event 
hafd given them once n3K)re an opportunity of ex* 
ercisiug their elective franchise ^ and was in the act 
of. telling them how necessary it wer for them, in 
tiie, sober exercise ofthisUheir didmgwshed prinil^gey 
^ lay amde && rancour ef pwty^ijfeeUng and all car'- 
pipt vi^wsrT-viimrx \m gueik, no longer able to 
suppress a hearty laugh, rushed from behind the 
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hny^^gtQjck^ imd ^elftred to the ostonk^ed taveru- 
k^epr imd i^r^tor, ikok i\» lifekmi stumps had 
hmv4 Iftivt ^h fix0d flttcJntkm^aiid had not raited 
$,m^l^ Ameniiivd ymce» ^^ Judging, therefore/' 
hejmd^ ^^aocwdingt to the rule, that Hlenoe gives 
t^ :<7Ctii9m^9 you may net satisfied that^ from the 
^ maplQ ta the poplar, all the trees of the wood 
^^ entertwi a very high sense of your fitness to bf 
^ liieir repras^i^tetive, and will certainly support 
^> you to the utmost of their power." — The effect 
whieh this unexpected intrusion had upon the 
diligent candidate^ may be easily imagined: No 
doubt, it answered all the purposes of an elecric 
idiocky and efiectually cured him of his Parliament 
litry mania. 

The Parliament of Upper Canada is, however, 
laauob more respectable now, than it was twenty or 
even ten years ago : But much is still wanting to 
render a seat in it an enviable distinction. Each 
of the members receives two dollars par diem during 
his attendance in the House,-r-beside a certain 
aUQWPJi:iQe for trasrelling expenca^ amounting, I 
believe, to ten shillings for every twenty miles* 
This e3f pence is defrayed . by direct tax^tion^; and 
though it does not amount to nftore than sixpence 
from each freeholder, it is accounted by many a 
griemnc^ ^f na myall mugmtude. But it is in 
some sort unavoidable; for if there were no such 
allowance, I am inclined to think there could n<^ 
be a dozen persons found in the Province, who 
would undertake the duties 4>f a representative^ 
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The people^ are dil too actively em|)loyed in brdi- 
^ nary life^ to spend both theii* time and money in 
legislating for their neighbours^ without receiving 
an eqnivalent. Indeed^ if they were not allowed 
this little pittance, many of the members would 
fiot be able to muster cash enough for the purchase 
of a sufficient quantity of Day and MarUn, for the 
polish of their boots during the shortest session. 

Until 1820, the debates were not published; but 
mnce that period, two . Irishmen, Carey aiid Col- 
lins, who are excellent stenographers, have been 
^employed at an annual salary, to report, revise, 
correct, and publish- the speeches. When they 
are thus skilfully got up and prepieired, a man of a 
gentle, patient, and. long-suffering disposition, if 
he were anxious for information on any of the sub- 
jects of debate, might perhaps j96rti90 them without 
doing any great violence to his. feelings: But to be 
doomed to listen to Vie delivery of them during a 
whole session, would be a much severer punisb- 
ment, to a man of good taste and cultivated mind, 
than seven years' transportation to Van Dieman's 
Land. 

For the administration of civil justice in Upper 
C/anada, there is a Court of King's Bench, with a 
CMef Justice and two puisme Judges, an Attorney 
and Solicitor-Qjeneral, a District Court with a 
Judge for every District, and a Court of Requests 
oyer which the Magistrates preside unassisted by 
any professional characters. 

The District Court is held quarterly in the 
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Afisiae Town of each Distriei; and the Court of 
Requests, in the different divisions/ onoe a fort- 
night. The District Judges are appointed ^ under 
the Great Seal of the Province, and are generally 
selected from among the magistrates. They are 
authorised to hold plea in all matters of contract 
from 40 diillings to £15 ; and, when the amount 
is liquidated or ascertained, either by the act of 
the parties or the nature of the transaction, . to 
forty pounds ; also in all matters of tort respecting 
personal chattels, when the damages to be reco- 
vered do not exceed £60, and the title to the 
lands is not thereby brought into question. The 
Judges, who are very rarely lawyers, are always 
assusted by a jury. Their decisions are, however, 
generally not the most unexceptionable; and 
though there is Ml appeal from this Court tp thutt 
of the King's Bench, justice is not unfrequently 
defrauded of her rights. The District Judges, 
unfavourable as public opinion )s to -their integrity, 
possoK^ I dare say, as much honesty as their most 
coQscientiotts ndghbours, are equally intelligent, 
and just as deeply read in British Jurisprudence. 
Many o£ them in fact, to use plain language, are 
as ignorant of the laws of the country as they^are 
of the Code of Napoleon ; and the Jurors, who 
are not the most enlightened men in the world, 
are said not to be overburthened with scrupulous 
•i^onsciences; ^ But they are. remarkable for a 
<mAle independence^ which causes them to pay 
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w Uta^^U^n^on U> the: cbat^g^ of a Judge, as to tb^ 
evidenoe of it witn^e^ : The farmer^ they we con- 
fident) knowfl Jittle more than theitf selves ; ^nd m 
to the latter^ be might a^ well tell hk tale to the 
midnight brMXe^ for they generally ent€ir the bojc 
deteitomed jnetpeeting the deoifsion whieh they 
intend; to .give. Predilection for a friend, or 
malifie against all enemy, too ofteb inifluences 
them in their- Terdiots^ Incleed, they seem to 
)uuiw little, and to oare/less, abont the moral 
obligation of an oath; ajEid an honest, "onpreju- 
diced decision, the result of mature deliberation 
and calm ^ionviction^ is seldom to be witnessed. 
The cost of a Judgment even in this petty Court, 
is, I beUeve> without a precedent in the records of 
ijivil lew. If I mistake not, the. sum of ^Id 
may* be recovered in a similar Court> that of an 
Irish Quarter Sessions, without increasing the 
debt more th^n lis. lOr/,; ^^ 6d. of whi^h 
^re for stmupa; And yet, in Canada; the paltry 
mim. of forty shillings is frequently increaied to the 
^faaipiiefuL iam^unt of X]^0 2^; 60?^; and for this, 
an unfortunate debtor, though not worth six- 
pence^ may ret in prisoto,, nnpHi^ and without 
redress*''!' So much for laws eimcti^d, and justice 
admiiiistered, by Blftcksmiths and Brandy- venders! 
bi. the CoFRT oM Requbctss, over which the 
Magistrates preside^petty oat^es are determin- 
ed. All sums below £6 Sail under the cogni- 
;umce of this Courts from whose decision there is 
t There is no kiscdvent Act in Canada. 



Digitized by 



GooqIc 



CANADIAN MAeiSrPHATBS. 4)$ 

ijto appeal. Two Magistrates must be presefnt; 
said they are authorized to deoidp on all a^c^ibns 
under forty shillings^ after hearing the iestiinony 
of the plaintiff alone; but fdr any sum greater 
than this, if it ianot liquidated by note or some 
other acknowledgment, on^ witness at least beside 
the plaintiff must attest the debt*. This, I tfaihky 
is placing power enongh in ur^ilful hands. Al- 
though £4 or £6 may appear to, be a small sum^ in 
the eyes of E4uropeans, y^t there ate few farmer* 
in Canada that are ^bleto pay a fifth part of it in 
specie ; though probably as few will be found worth 
less than <£ 1,000 in property. An unjust de^^isioft'^ 
the result either of ignorance or pattii^ty, op b<>th> 
might therefore be attended with very seriotis co»^ 
sequences to such persons. I have not unfire^ 
quently seen the property of Canadian farmers^ 
who possessed extensive apd fertile estates, sold 
for taxes that did not exceed fourteen cwr fifte^ 
shillings. Such is the ^earjcity of sp^^ie in th* 
eountry ! 

The magistrates in Canada are sufficiently ni»^ 
merous^ and are entitled to payment for ev^ry 
duty M^hich they perform in, virtue- of th6ir office* 
In many parts of the country> their business is very 
lucrative. Nine-tenths of the marrii^es which 
take place in the Upper Province, are solemnize^ 
by these sapient dis^pensers of the Hwi ^nd thouglit 
tbe sum which they qqi^y ^leg$|lly claim? f^pr th^ 
perfprnaanoe of the mfir rigger ee^r^mpny, is only 
4i?e shfllings, yet theyj^enerfijly r^^ive £fpm thre^ 
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to five dollairti. If, however, ci clergyman of the^ 
Established Church lives within 18 miles of either* 
of the parties about to be married, a magistrate 
cannot officiate in this capacity without violating- 
the laws of the country. AH persons intending ta 
be married by a magistrate, must give him notice^ 
of their intention, at least three weeks before th^ 
day appointed for the celebration of their nuptials* 
When the magistrate has received this notificatipn^ 
he is required to signify the same to the public, by" 
placing a printed or written tidte on the door of 
some frequented building, for three successive Sun- 
days or holy-days. — For every summons, whether iii 
civil or criminal cases, issued under the hand of a 
magistrate, he obtains sixpence ; for a warrant 
under seal, five shillings; and, for a judgment 
and execution given in the Court of Requests; 
four shillings. But the acquisition of money 
is, the only advantage derived by the magis* 
trates from their office. Influence they can- 
not have, in a country where such a degree of 
equality prevails, and where every man, however 
humble his fortune, considers himself quite as good 
as his neighbour, though the latter be loaded 
with distinctions. And honour can seldom attach 
itself to men, whose exalted situation serves only 
to expose their ignorance to ridicule, and to mark 
more strongly their lamentable inability to direct 
their endeavours f6r its successful attainment. A 
magistrate in any country, but more particularly 
lit Canada, where his power h so gireat and hb 
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duties SO various, should be a man of extensive 
knowledge and unimpeachable integrity ; and yet, 
I dare venture to say, that not more than one 
out often of the magistracy in both these Pro^ 
vinces, could calculate from given chta how many 
times the earth revolves upon its axis in a week, or* 
could say whether it revolves at all or riot. They 
are equally incapable of advancing a solitary idea 
on the common principles of justice; and with 
respect to their veracity, they certainly are not 
servile imitators of Epaminondas. 
. It is an extraordinary circumstance, that there 
are some few persons in almost every district, 
whose appointment to a commission of the peace 
would add respectability to the magistracy of the 
country; and yet they are allowed to continue 
private characters, notwithstanding the great 
necessity there is for appointing such men to 
offices under the governmmit. In the London 
District, in which I have resided for several 
years, I know many highly respectable indivi- 
duals, some of whom are half-pay captains in the 
British army, whose names were left out of the 
commission of the peace, or rather not included 
in it ; while many of their neighbours were ap- 
pointed who would not add to the respectalHlity of 
a gang of pig-jobbers. The fact is, the members 
of the executive government seem determined to 
place in every department, civil as well to military, 
such men only as, they are confident, will at any 
time lie down and allow their superiors to walk 
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over them ; or men so devoid of all honourable 
and fixed principles, as on all occasions implicitly td 
obey their orders^ and be completely subservient td 
their pleasure, whenevei* subserviency will flatter 
their unconquerable vanity, or tend to promote 
their schemes, — how questionable or repugnant 
Soever such schemes may be to the dignity of an 
ingenuous and independent mimL If a magis* 
trate, or a militia officer were publicly known to 
disapprove of any of the measures^ of the Execu-i 
tive Government, no matter how subverwve thoM 
measures might be of the people's rights, he would 
very soon be deprived of his little share of ^* brief 
authority," and allowed to remain, the rest ©f his 
life, a cashiered officer or broken^dowa esquire; 

When the notorious Gourkty made his first apfi* 
p^ariUice' in the Province, he gained so great an 
ascendancy over the minds of the inhabitani^i, aa 
to induce almost every one to believe, tha4; he had 
ihe interests of the country sincerely at heart. He 
sugge$ted sJBveral plans of general improvement^ 
and successfully endeavoured to persuade the peo^ 
{4e that they were labouring under insnpportable 
grievances, many of which, I um sure, can only' 
have existed in his own imagination* FbrtheprO'«> 
motion of his schemes, he held meetings in dififor^ 
ent townships, and assured those persons by whom 
they were attended, that he ha4 an extensive scale 
of emigration under contemplation, through whieh^ 
if they would but favour his designs,, by affordmg 
him whatever information he required, the^ might 
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shortly expect to behold another " Land of Go- 
shen" rise up in the midst of the Canadian wilds. 

The respectable connections of Gourlay in the 
Province, convinced the people of his sincerity ; 
and his own distinguished talents were thought 
suflSciently adequate to the accomplishment of his 
benevolent deiiiigns. Possessing little acquaintance 
with such characters, and having but an imperfect 
knowledge of mankind in general, they looked 
upon him as a real philanthropist, and as the dis- 
interested advocate of their invaded rights. He was 
the constant theme of their discourse ; every mouth 
was filled with his praises, and he occupied a large 
share in the aifections of every man's heart. In 
shoH, he was idolized by the Canadians, as much 
as ever Bonaparte Was by the French. When I 
arrived in the country ih 1818, he was abiding his^ 
trial at the Brook ville Assizes for a libel on the 
Govempaent. On hearing of his conduct in the 
Province, I was fully satisfied that he had plans in 
view of a more important nature than any he was 
willing to develope to the people of Canada. I 
recognized in him a link of that radical chain, with 
which in England the democrats were endeavour- 
ing at that time to fetter the honourable exertions of 
a ministry^ whose wise and patriotic measures have 
cohferred greater lustre oh the British name, than 
ever had been before acquired in the field or in the 
senate. Whenever 1 had an opportunity, I repre- 
sented Gourlay as the man whom, I thought, I had 
discovered him to be ; bat every petson with whom 
Vol.. I. Ek 
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I conversed on the subject, rejected my insinuations 
with disdain, and would hear nothing against thi^ 
^^ great puhlic benefactor." He was m truth, the 
idol of the people ; apd I do not doubt, that any 
imputfttion upon the character of oijr blessed Savi- 
our would have been much more favoun^bly 
received, by several of them, tjia^n the slightest 
objection to that political madman* The coniae- 
qu^nce of this universal infatuc^tion was, that mcmy 
of the most respectable peir^Q^s ift the proving? eulr 
tivated avi intimate ^oquaiAtance with Gourlay; 
in whichj I am cpnyinped, they were not under 
the influei^ce of apy disloyal or dia^^(^ct^d view»* 
When, therefore, he was banished fropi the country, 
in a very uncpQstitutions^l manner, his acquaintance, 
most of whqm, were p$cers in the niUitiaf^d justices 
of the peace, were \o ^ man deprived of their comr 
missions, for the simple crime pf haying associated 
wij;l^ Mr, Qourlay. AU these mep,as it is generally 
allowed, wer^ before thjis event as faithful subjectjs 
of his Majesty as any in the country, and had 
given ample proof of their Ipyalty in the recent 
combat with the Ui^ite4 States : This, however, 
is a cj^aracter, which, I venture to predict, they 
will not continue tp maintaip* Oppre»|ive tre^T 
ment will alienate even the affection^ of a child 
from its parent ; and the arbitrary measures of a 
government profesiung to be free, especially when 
fsuch measures, are directed agi^nst innocent and 
unoffending individuajB, must infallibly weaken 
the loyalty pf a spirited and independent subjects 



Digitized by 



Google 



ROBERT GOURLAY. 4]}) 

If another war were to break out between Great 
Britain and the United States^ I greatly fear that 
these discarded officers, with many thousands of 
the people in Upper Canada, would warmly resent 
the indignity which they have suffered, by ^^ shew- 
ing a pair of fair heels" to the British Government, 
and enlisting under the banner of the hostile 
power. Among other very unpopular acts of the 
present Lieutenant Governor, this is one. which 
is the most revolting to the Canadians. 



END OF VOLUME THE FIRST. 
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